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Battle of Pozières 
23 July 1916 - 07 August 1916 

Pozières, a small village in the Somme valley in France, was the scene of 

bitter and costly fighting for the 1st, 2nd and 4th Australian Divisions in mid 

1916. 

The village was captured initially by the 1st Division on 23 July 1916. The 

division clung to its gains despite almost continuous artillery fire and repeated 

German counter-attacks but suffered heavily. By the time it was relieved on 

27 July it had suffered 5,285 casualties. 

The 2nd Division took over from the 1st and mounted two further attacks - the 

first, on 29 July, was a costly failure; the second, on 2 August, resulted in the 

seizure of further German positions beyond the village. Again, the Australians 

suffered heavily from retaliatory bombardments. They were relieved on 6 

August, having suffered 6,848 casualties. 

The 4th Division was next into the line at Pozières. It too endured a massive 

artillery bombardment, and defeated a German counter-attack on 7 August; 

this was the last attempt by the Germans to retake Pozieres. 

 Quoting 3rd Bn. Figures from both Bean’s history and unit records: 

July 14 strength    27 officers, other ranks  1063 

July 31                  13                                      562 

Difference             14                                     501 

------------------------------------------ 

“---At this stage the 3rd Battalion, still south of the main road, was ordered to 

advance and connect the posts of the 8th along the northern edge of Pozieres. 

Its commander, Colonel Owen Howell-Price, gave instructions to Captain 

Middleton (72) and Lieutenant Bartlett, then acting in command of the 

companies that were to move. On their returning to their men, both were 

killed,”    

(72) Capt. R.O. Middleton, 3rd Bn. Architect; of Vaucluse, N.S.W.; b. Bathurst, 

N.S.W., 1 June 1891. Killed in action, 25 July 1916.                                       

    Bean, The A.I.F. In France, 1982 Ed. p. 578    



Account of the death of Middleton; who had been in France some 4 months 

and a Captain for just some 15 day, (See half way down following.) 

 

“Randwick to Hargicourt.”History of the 3rd Battalion A.I.F. Eric Wren. 

Ronald E. McDonald. Sydney 1935. 
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CAPTAIN MIDDLETON. 

Captain Roy O. Middleton, younger son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Middleton, of 
Wentworth road, Vaucluse, and late of Bathurst, was killed in action in France 
on July 25. He was 25 years of age and was educated at All Saints' College, 
Bathurst. Prior to enlisting he followed the profession of architecture 

The Leader, Orange.  15/8/16 p.4 

 

In Memoriam 

MIDDLETON Killed in action Pozieres, July 25, 1916 Captain Roy O 
Middleton, dearly loved son of Mr. and Mrs. 0 Middleton, Vaucluse. 

                                Just when his life was brightest. For Empire. 

MIDDLETON In loving memory of Captain R. D. Middleton killed in Pozieres, 
France July 25. 

His fight is fought, he stood the test, 

We'll remember him as one of the best. 

Inserted by his auntie, Mrs.A.Williams and cousin George Thackaton, 
Coogee. 

MIDDLETON. In memory of our dear brother, Captain Middleton killed in 
action at Pozieres. Inserted by his brother and sister J. and L. Middleton. 

MIDDLETON. In loving memory of Captain Roy Middleton, late of Vaucluse, 
killed in action, July 25, 1916. Inserted by his loving cousins Harry Diews, 
Sydney Ferries Ltd, and Nurse Diews (nee Williams), and Mrs. Florence 
Marks, Woolwich.                                                       Sydney Morning Herald 25/7/17             

                          

 



 
             A memorial dedicated to the members of the 1st Australian 
Division AIF, who died during the capture of Pozieres in July 1916. 

                                       Copyright expired - public domain AWM ID number A02192  
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Plaque installed on the Vaucluse War Memorial, 1918  
"A grateful tribute to the gallant men who fought for us in the Great War" is the 
heartfelt message on the memorial at Vaucluse on the corner of Fitzwilliam 
and Wentworth Roads. The memorial was the initiative of the Vaucluse 
Progress Association formed in May 1915. The Association's first years were 
concerned almost wholly with supporting the war effort and the loss of two of 
its members, Roy Oswald Middleton, killed by shell explosion at Pozieres on 
25 July 1916 and Benjamin Digby Gibson, who drowned in Egypt on 14 
January 1917, was keenly felt. Middleton was an architect who had designed 
a number of houses in the district, and Gibson a medical practitioner who had 
migrated from Ireland and settled in Vaucluse in 1914 
Woollahra Municipal Council: Memorials To Our Local Heroes 
 


