
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda: Ordinary Council Meeting 
 
Date: Monday 12 October 2009 
 
Time: 8.00pm

 



 

Woollahra Municipal Council 
 

Notice of Meeting 
 
 
 
8 October 2009  
 
 
 
To:    His Worship The Mayor, Councillor Andrew Petrie 
         Councillors  Anthony Boskovitz 

Sean Carmichael 
Peter Cavanagh 
Lucienne Edelman 
Nicola Grieve 
Chris Howe 
Susan Jarnason 
Greg Medcraft 
Ian Plater 
Isabelle Shapiro 
David Shoebridge 
Susan Wynne 
Malcolm Young 
Toni Zeltzer 

 
 
 
Dear Councillors 
 
 

Council Meeting – 12 October 2009  
 
 
In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, I request your 
attendance at Council’s Ordinary Council Meeting to be held in the Council Chambers, 
536 New South Head Road, Double Bay, on Monday 12 October 2009 at 8.00pm. 
 
 
 
 
Gary James 
General Manager 
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Meeting Agenda 
 
   Page

1. Confirmation of Minutes – Ordinary Meeting  28 September 2009  

2. Leave of Absence and Apologies  1

3. Declarations of Interest  

4. Late Correspondence  

5. Petitions Tabled  

6. Mayoral Minute  

7. Public Forum  

8. General Manager’s Report  

9. Reports of the Committees  

9.1 Corporate & Works Committee No Meeting 
    
9.2 Development Control Committee – No R Items 6 October 2009  
   
9.3 Urban Planning Committee 28 September 2009  2
 R1 State Environmental Planning Policy 

(Affordable Rental Housing) 2009 
 

   
9.4 Community & Environment Committee 28 September 2009  3
 R1 Public Art Policy Review  
 R2 Tender 09/16 – Event Management for New 

Years Eve 2009 – 1031.G (submitted to 
Council Meeting 28 September 2009 as a 
matter of urgency) 

 

   
10. Rescission Motion  Nil

11. Notices of Motion  4

12. Questions without Notice  5
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Leave of Absence 
 
Item No: 1 
From: Councillor Susan Wynne 
Reason for Report: Seeking leave of absence for all meetings of the Council and its Committees 

from Friday 9 October  to Sunday 18 October, 2009 inclusive. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That leave of absence for all meetings of the Council and its Committees be granted to Councillor 
Susan Wynne for the period Friday 9 October  to Sunday 18 October, 2009 , inclusive. 
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9.3 Urban Planning Committee 
 

 
Items with Recommendations from the Committee Meeting of Monday 28 September 2009  

Submitted to the Council for Determination 
 
 
Item No: R1   Recommendation to Council 

Subject: State Environmental Planning Policy (Affordable Rental Housing) 2009 

Author: Brendan Metcalfe – Strategic Planner 
File No: 696.G 
Reason for Report: To provide an overview of the State Environmental Planning Policy 

(Affordable Rental Housing) 2009, which recently commenced and focuses 
on: 
• increasing the supply of new affordable rental housing by providing 

incentives by way of expanded zoning permissibility, floor space ratio 
bonuses and non-discretionary development standards, and  

• retaining and mitigating the loss of existing affordable rental housing.  
 
Recommendation 
 
A. That the report on the State Environmental Planning Policy (Affordable Rental Housing) 2009 

be received and noted. 
 
B. That a further report be submitted to the Urban Planning Committee on the methods of 

identifying existing low cost housing in the Woollahra Municipality the subject of Part 3 of 
this State Environmental Planning Policy. 
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9.4 Community & Environment Committee 
 

 
Items with Recommendations from the Committee Meeting of Monday 28 September 2009  

Submitted to the Council for Determination 
 
 
Item No: R1 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: Public Art Policy Review 

Author: Jo Jansyn, Cultural Development Coordinator 
File No: 1160.G 
Reason for Report: Review of Public Art Policy and Public Art Policy Implementation Plan. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That Council adopt the changes to the Public Art Policy and Public Art Policy Implementation Plan 
as outlined in the proposal. 
 
 
 
 



Woollahra Municipal Council 
Ordinary Council Meeting              12 October 2009  

 

 

H:\COUNCIL\AGENDAS\2009\oct12-09councilage.doc 5                                 

Notices of Motion 
 
Item No: 1 
From: Councillors Boskovitz & Carmichael 
Date: 7 October 2009 
File No: 900.G 
 
That a report be brought to the Corporate & Works committee outlining the commercial feasibility 
of placing commercial advertising on the entirety of our operational fleet (excluding private use 
vehicles such as the car fleet) for the purpose of raising revenue to put back into essential services 
of Council. 
 
The report should deal with at a minimum 
- What sort of advertising can be placed on our trucks and garbage trucks? 
- Whether there is any interest in the market and as such what sort of revenue we can expect. 
- Whether the placement of advertising will create visual pollution. 
 
Explanation 
 
In brief all types of transportation these days carry advertising. Buses, trains and even private 
vehicles have advertisements placed on them and from the perspective of the owner of the vehicle 
all these advertisements have one simple goal, to raise revenue. 
 
Council should be attempting to do the same with their fleet. Advertising placed on all our trucks  
would allow us to raise revenue to subsidize the services these trucks provide thus allowing more  
money to be spent on other essential services. 
 
In this day and age of limited revenue sources for Councils it is vitally important to maximize the  
amount of revenue that the Council can create without imposing upon residents by way of rates or 
parking fines.  
 
Our fleet has massive exposure in the local community and this is what advertisers yearn. Websites 
such as KahDo lease cars at next to no price because they get revenue through advertising. The 
requirements of the company are that the car gets driven a certain amount of kilometres in a week, 
which are quite minimal. The exposure a company would get from our fleet that clock up the 
kilometres with ease would be invaluable and as such would provide us with a rather unique and 
much needed source of revenue. 
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Item No: 12 

Subject: Questions Without Notice 

Author: Gary James - General Manager 
File No: 467.G/Q01 
Reason for Report: To provide a response to Questions without Notice from Council Meeting of 

28 September 2009 and for Councillors to ask Questions without Notice in 
accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the responses to previous Questions without Notice be noted. 
 
 
 
Background: 
 
The provision for Councillors to ask Questions Without Notice is contained in Section 3 of 
Council's Code of Meeting Practice which states: 
 

(1) As a standard practice, “Questions Without Notice” shall be listed in all agendas of 
Ordinary Meetings of Council 

 
(2) Questions shall be in writing. 
 
(3) The Mayor shall direct the question to the General Manager or responsible Division 

Head; or if the question is directed to another Councillor, the Councillor concerned. 
There shall be no requirement to answer the question immediately. 

 
(4) If the answer to a question can be given immediately then such shall be done and a 

record made in the Minutes of the Meeting. If an answer can be given, but not 
immediately, then the Mayor shall indicate to whom the question is to be directed and 
the basis upon which the answer is to be provided (whether in writing and direct to the 
Enquirer, or by means of a report to an appropriate Committee, or otherwise.) 

 
(5) In the spirit of achieving the expeditious discharge of Council business the agenda item 

“Questions Without Notice” shall generally be limited to not more than 30 minutes 
duration unless the Council determines otherwise, on the evening in question and by 
way of specific resolution. 

 
Questions Without Notice should be asked in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 
 
Responses to Councillors Questions Without Notice on 28 September 2009 are as follows: 
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Councillor Boskovitz asking: 
 
Can you please provide an update on the issue of skip bins brought up by Councillor Shapiro at the 
previous Council Meeting? 
 
What have the outcome of the letters to the skip bin operators been? 
 
Also, have the infringement notices issued been successful in ensuring greater safety in the 
placement of these skip bins? 
 
Director Planning and Development in response: 
 
This matter was raised with us previously and there is in fact an answer to an earlier question in the 
business paper tonight.  If you would like an update on where we are from the time we answered 
that question I am happy to take that On notice.  I can say to you that our Rangers have been given 
further instructions to be vigilant in relation to the skip bins and now to move to the issue of penalty 
infringement notices where the bins do not display the appropriate reflectors. 
 
Director Planning and Development further in response: 
 
Since last Council Meeting our Rangers have continued to actively monitor the private skip bins 
and have issued seven (7) penalty infringements notices to individual companies for failure to have 
or maintain appropriate reflectors/reflective strips on their skip bins and a further four (4) penalty 
infringements notices to companies for not having a current approval.  Generally the placement of 
licensed bins have been satisfactory and in accordance with the relevant approvals.  The Rangers 
will continue to monitor private skip bins to ensure compliance with Council's requirements and 
will continue to infringe those companies that fail to comply. 
 
 
Councillor Medcraft asking: 
 
Yesterday I attended the Second Hand Sale Day in Paddington, it was a really great day and I would 
like to congratulate the staff who organised it. 
 
Director Technical Services in response: 
 
I will pass on the thanks to the relevant staff. 
 
 
Councillor Medcraft asking: 
 
When will we receive the report of the survey of Councillors on the holding of community 
meetings? 
 
General Manager in response: 
 
I have had 7 responses out of 15.  I am more than happy to respond in accordance with the 7 that we 
have received. 
 
 



Woollahra Municipal Council 
Ordinary Council Meeting              12 October 2009  

 

 

H:\COUNCIL\AGENDAS\2009\oct12-09councilage.doc 8                                 

Councillor Edelman asking: 
 
I have been contacted by a Vaucluse resident in relation to a series of potholes outside 260 and 262 
Old South Head Road, Vaucluse.  Yesterday he had a bad accident when his bicycle hit the pot hole 
and speared into the road at high speed.  The previous day another rider hit the same pot hole and 
required treatment by ambulance.  This is the fourth accident on this site in the past week.  The 
holes are around a corner and it is not possible to slow down to avoid the potholes. 
 
Mayor in response: 
 
I suggest for things like that you get a hold of Mr Hatton immediately rather than waiting for a 
Council Meeting as it is much quicker. 
 
Manager Civil Works & Infrastructure further in response: 
 
The area will be inspected and any potholes found will be appropriately repaired. 
 
 
Councillor Zeltzer asking: 
 
Councillor Zeltzer asked a question in relation to the public art installation in Double Bay. 
 
The Mayor ruled the question out of order 
 
 
Councillor Zeltzer asking: 
 
Can we have some details on the ongoing works on footpaths along New South Head Road, Double 
Bay in regard to the uneven surface caused by the bitumen which in its current state makes the paths 
look like a construction site? 
 
Can we have a timeframe on when New South Head Road and Knox Lane will be finally repaved 
and pavers reinstated? 
 
Director Technical Services in response: 
 
I have asked the Project Manager of Double Bay to review all of the restoration sites and investigate 
whether we need to carry out some further interim work while we try and get Energy Australia to 
come to the party. 
 
Director Technical Services further in response: 
 
A memo summarizing the nature of the work and some of the difficulties which the project entails 
and which provides an outline program for completing the works, has been sent to all Councillor’s.  
Further progress reports will be provided as information becomes available. 
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Councillor Young asking: 
 
Not for the first time I ask when the accumulated tree, shrub loppings and rubbish on the right hand 
side of the vehicle entrance to the Kiaora Lane carpark are going to be cleared up? 
 
Business Centres & Street Cleaning Coordinator in response: 
 
This area at the end of the car park is Premier Car Parks responsibility to keep clean, however the 
Business Centre Team did remove all the dumps about 5 weeks ago and will remove any broken 
branches or dumps again today (done 1 October 2009).  I have spoken to the Property & Projects 
Coordinator and he assures me that he will make sure this area is kept clean in the future. 
 
 
Councillor Young asking: 
 
Residents have asked me what has happened to the old stone horse trough that used to be on the 
Victoria Road pavement near the recent landslide (but which I am assured survived it)? 
 
Director Technical Services in response: 
 
Yes it did survive.  It was within metres of the collapse.  It is to be reinstalled in the park when we 
do the landscaping works associated with the shopping centre.  It will be installed in a new location 
inside the fence of the park. 
 
Manager Open Space further in response: 
 
The horse trough that used to be on the Victoria Road pavement near the corner of Victoria Road 
and Bellevue Road is currently being stored at the Fletcher Street Depot.  The horse trough will be 
reinstalled in upper Cooper Park when we do the landscaping works associated with the shopping 
centre. 
 
 
Councillor Jarnason asking: 
 
Could the Mayor please convey appreciation to the relevant Council staff through the Director of 
Technical Services for the commendable job they have done in Cecil Street to repair the footpath? 
 
Director Technical Services in response: 
 
Councillor's appreciation has been passed on. 
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Councillor Jarnason asking: 
 
Is there information I can convey to the residents regarding how Council is managing the issue of 
off leash dogs in Trumper Park? 
 
I have heard from another resident about this, particularly in the evening. 
 
Manager Compliance in response: 
 
Due to an increase in the number of concerns raised by resident in relation to dogs off leash in 
Trumper Park, our Rangers have been routinely patrolling the area of an afternoon before dusk.  
With the introduction of daylight savings over the October long weekend patrols will be carried out 
as late as 7.30pm to 8.00pm.  While it may not be possible to undertake patrols of this area daily, 
the frequency of patrols will be increased in line with residents concerns.  Residents may contact 
our Rangers direct on 0418 403 608 if they would like to report incidents up until 8.00pm on a 
weekday evening. 
 
 
Councillor Shoebridge asking: 
 
Mr Mayor, have you considered allowing Councillors to choose for themselves where they sit on a 
Monday night?  I for one am tending to the view we are close to mature enough to do that. 
 
Mayor in response: 
 
The answer is no.  It is something reserved for the Mayor.  I have never thought it was a particularly 
big deal.  Obviously a change is as good as a holiday and that is what we are having, a holiday. 
 
 
Councillor Shoebridge asking: 
 
When will Council determine delegates and observers to the Local Government Association Annual 
Conference at Tamworth? 
 
Mayor in response: 
 
Today is Monday and the answer will be Wednesday.  I am supplying flights, trains trips and all 
sorts of things for you. 
 
Mayor further in response: 
 
Councillor’s advised of attendees 30 September 2009. 
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Councillor Shoebridge asking: 
 
Can some strong representation be made to Waverley Council asking them to greatly improve the 
aesthetics of the very unsightly “temporary depot” between Newland and Vernon Streets, Bondi 
Junction? 
 
Mayor in response: 
 
I will say it as nice as I can but I could not agree with you more. 
 
 
Councillor Carmichael asking: 
 
On the intersection of Ocean Street and Queen Street, turning right onto Ocean Street and headed 
towards Oxford Street, is it possible to have a right turn lane installed as this is a site often backed 
up with traffic due to a lack of such a lane? 
 
Manager Engineering Services in response: 
 
This matter has been raised with the RTA on several occassions in the past and has been raised 
again today. The RTA advises that the introduction of a right turn phase will require a loss of green 
time on the other phases (including on pedestrian phases) at the intersection. This will result in an 
increase in congestion on Ocean Street which will subsequently impact in peak hours on both New 
South Head Road and Oxford Street. The RTA has therefore advised that a right turn phase will not 
be introduced at this location. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gary James 
General Manager 
 

 
Annexures:  Nil 
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POLITICAL DONATIONS DECISION MAKING FLOWCHART  
FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCILLORS 

 

Matter before Committee or 
Council meeting

Did the applicant, owner (if not the applicant)  or 
someone close to the applicant make a donation in 

excess of $1,000 that directly benefited your election 
campaign?  (Code of Conduct Cl 7.23)

Action
Declare a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest, 
absent yourself from the meeting 

and take no further part in the 
debate or vote on the matter
(Code of Conduct Cl 7.17(b))

Did the applicant or someone close to the 
applicant make a donation less than $1,000 that 

directly benefited your election campaign?
(Code of Conduct Cl 7.23)

Do you believe the political 
contribution creates a significant non-
pecuniary conflict of interest for you?

(Code of Conduct Cl 7.24)

Action
Declare a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest, 
absent yourself from the meeting 

and take no further part in the 
debate or vote on the matter
(Code of Conduct Cl 7.17(b))

Action
Participate in debate and vote on 

the matter

Yes

No

YesYes

No

Is the matter before the 
meeting a Planning Matter?Yes

No

Staff to record  decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division 

of votes for the determinative 
resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes

Staff to record  decision process 
(motions/amendments) and 
determinative resolution or 

recommendation in the meeting 
minutes

Action
Consider appropriate action required.

This could include limiting involvement by:
1.  participating in discussion but not in decision 

making (vote),
2. participating in decision making (vote) but not in 

the discussion
3. not participating in the discussion or decision 

making (vote) 
4. removing the source of the conflict

No

or
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