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Executive Summary 

Urbis has been engaged by Hakoah Pty Ltd. to prepare a response to the proposal to recommend the 
listing of the subject site on the State Heritage Register. In response to this matter a review has been 
carried out of the Draft Heritage Inventory Form 2013, prepared by Woollahra Council, and the existing 
Conservation Management Plan (CMP), prepared for Poplar Holdings in 2008 by Conybeare Morrison Pty 
Ltd. 

This report has been instigated in response to Council‟s consideration of a report from Council‟s Planning 
staff in relation to the recommendation of a referral of the site to the Heritage Council of NSW for the 
potential listing of the site under the NSW Heritage Act.  

The premise of Council‟s report is that the site is considered to be of state significance and should be on 
the NSW State Heritage register, notwithstanding that it has not been listed to date at the local level. It is 
considered that there are processes that should be applied to the site to resolve the many issues relating 
to its future before it is recommended for inclusion on the State Heritage Register (SHR). The future 
management of the place and the different levels of significance, other than simply the centre courts, 
require analysis and resolution prior to the listing so that the exemptions and opportunities for change 
may be determined for resolution in the final listing document and associated CMP to facilitate the 
complying development proposed for the site. 

Hakoah Pty Ltd does not object in principle to the statutory recognition of the significance of the site to 
NSW however any future listing should not preclude or inhibit significantly the ongoing private recreational 
opportunities for the site which is considered its pre-eminent significance.  

In terms of the DCP 2007 there has to be discussion therefore relating to the Objectives relating to: 

 Retaining White City site as a principally grass court tennis centre  

 Conserving and recognising the cultural significance of the centre courts. ( Subject to interpretation of 
this clause) 

 Retaining a sense of enclosure around the centre courts. 

The centre courts have also been recognised in the Draft DCP 2013. 

The issues for the DCP and future development on the site principally relate, from a heritage perspective, 
to the retention of the centre courts in-situ and the ability to use this part of the site for ongoing recreation 
purposes that may not be a grassed court. 

The analysis of the CMP 2007 controls in this report, of which most are agreed, highlight the dilemma of 
the imposition of the  NSW Heritage Act to a site which is currently in a largely derelict condition. The 
conservation of much of the site is now economically impossible or difficult and the value of the retention 
of much of the fabric in a contemporary sense is no longer warranted.   

There are a number of issues and positive outcomes that have been addressed by the Club relating to 
the future conservation of the site which should be resolved with Council prior to the nomination of a state 
listing. These include: 

 The fact that the sport of tennis is declining in popularity and the focus for professional tennis has 
moved to Homebush. There will never be the level of interest or activity on the site that was 
displayed at White City as illustrated in Fig 4 of this report. 

 The site is currently owned by Hakoah Club Pty Ltd which has a mandate to provide recreational 
resources to a broader sporting community and for the local community, which is seeking these 
opportunities for the first time in this area. 

 The site of the centre courts has flooding issues and must be physically altered for this area of 
the site to function as a sporting venue of any kind, including an increase in the level of the 
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ground surface. As the courts therefore ultimately have to be relocated in some form the 
opportunity exists for conservation which also includes adaptation and the opportunities for 
funding sophisticated interpretation on the site. This relates to the issue of the limited potential for 
the location of facilities on the site. 

 The Hakoah Club has identified the issues related to the structural condition and financial liability 
of the existing grandstands. 

 The most significant grandstand fabric, being the earlier 1923 structure of the southern 
grandstand, is proposed to be conserved by the club and integrated into a new venue. This is 
now a more positive outcome than recommended by the 2007 CMP. 

 The northern commemorative walk, with resultant associated opportunities for interpretation, is 
proposed to be conserved by the Club. 

 The opportunity exists for the rehabilitation of the degraded landscape. 

 The opportunity exists to celebrate the history of the site and provide a vibrant recreation facility 
for the community. 

 

This report, whilst acknowledging significance, provides an alert that if the site is listed prematurely then it 
may prove more difficult to balance the proper use of the site as a community resource with its 
recognised heritage assets. This is considered the primary significance of the site. The site has not been 
locally listed and this should be resolved in an appropriate manner prior to any recommendation for State 
listing. 

The resolution of the listing of complicated sites such as this has proven to be better served by working 
out the future opportunities and constraints before listing. Urbis have recently experienced this with a 
major site in western Sydney to provide for the interpretation and understanding of the site while ensuring 
a viable future for residential use. This was done in full cooperation with the NSW Heritage Division. 
There is no threat to the site and no imminent works proposed for the site. Hakoah is mindful of the 
heritage of the site and will retain the significant identified elements on the site.  

There are often opportunities for the proper interpretation and future utilisation of a site by a working party 
approach to resolving the statutory protection. Hakoah has to find the best users of the site and partner 
with organisations which will ensure the long term viability of an important community resource. This has 
to be accomplished in a sensitive and cooperative manner. The implications of heritage listing should be 
fully explored and agreed by the parties, being the Council and Hakoah, before involving the State 
Government.  

This review provides a way forward to managing the heritage resource of the site without immediate State 
listing and the Council is requested to work with Hakoah in this important community exercise. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 BRIEF 

Urbis has been engaged by Hakoah Pty Ltd. to prepare a response to the proposal to recommend the 
listing of the subject site on the State Heritage Register. In response to this matter a review has been 
carried out of the Draft Heritage Inventory Form 2013, prepared by Woollahra Council, and the existing 
Conservation Management Plan (CMP), prepared for Poplar Holdings in 2008 by Conybeare Morrison Pty 
Ltd. 

This report has been instigated in response to Council‟s consideration of a report from Council‟s Planning 
staff in relation to the recommendation of a referral of the site to the Heritage Council of NSW for the 
potential listing of the site under the NSW Heritage Act.  

1.2 SITE LOCATION 

The subject site‟s address is 30 and 30A Alma Street, Paddington; 73-79 New South Head Road, 
Edgecliff, and 81-83 New South Head Road, Edgecliff. The site is located within the broad La Crozia 
Valley which extends from Rushcutters Bay south, then south-east to Trumper Park and includes 
Rushcutters Bay Park, Reg Bartley Oval and Weigall Sports Ground (Figure 1). The area is within the 
Local Government Area of Woollahra, approximately 2.5 kilometres east of the Sydney CBD. 

FIGURE 1 – AERIAL PHOTO OF SUBJECT SITE 

[Source: Spatial Information Exchange, 2013] 

1.3 METHODOLOGY 

This Conservation Management Plan has been prepared in accordance with the NSW Heritage Manual 
(1996), the Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter (1999) and The Conservation Plan by James Semple Kerr 
(2000). 

1.4 AUTHOR IDENTIFICATION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The following report has been prepared by Stephen Davies (Director), Kate Seaman (Senior Consultant), 
Joseph Heng (Consultant) and Kristin Colenbrander (Consultant). 
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2 Site Description 

The following site description has been taken from the Draft Woollahra 2013 Heritage Inventory. 

2.1 SITE LOCATION, ACCESS, SETTING AND LANDSCAPE 

White City is located within the broad La Crozia valley which extends from Rushcutters Bay south, then 
south-east to Trumper Park and includes Rushcutters Bay Park, Reg Bartley Oval and Weigall Sports 
Ground. The valley lies within a natural amphitheatre with an escarpment to the residential areas of 
Edgecliff and the slopes of Paddington. It is characterised by large areas of open green space for tennis 
courts and playing fields.  

FIGURE 2 – EXISTING VIEWS OF THE SITE 

 

PICTURE 1 – VIEW OF EXISTING CENTRE COURT AND GRANDSTANDS LOOKING NORTH EAST 

 

The stormwater channel that runs east-west through the site follows a line similar to the former Glenmore 
Brook, a natural water flow which joined La Crozia creek. The concrete channel is approximately 4.7 
metres wide and 1.5 to 2 metres deep and creates a distinct break between the courts. There are two 
bridge crossings to allow pedestrian and vehicular traffic, one with a recent timber roof structure over the 
crossing. It occasionally floods with a combination of king tides and excessive rain.  

A service station is located on the site to the north of the railway viaduct with access from New South 
Head Road. A car wash is located on parcel east of the service station fronting New South Head Road. 
This part of the site is at a high level adjacent New South Head Road, creating a distinctive area 
separated by the railway viaduct. Two access roads lead down into the site beyond these buildings 
negotiating a substantial level change; however these access roads are not used and are blocked off with 
wire fencing and gates. 
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The site contains three areas of car parking with the main car park located to the west of the club house, 
accessed from Alma Street. Additional parking is located to the north of the stormwater channel and in an 
area under the railway viaduct, all accessed from the Alma Street carpark and used by Sydney Grammar 
School. 

2.2 BUILDINGS 

 

 

 

 
PICTURE 2 – VIEW FROM SOUTHERN GRANDSTAND 

LOOKING NORTH  
 PICTURE 3 – VIEW OF ROOF STRUCTURE OF 

SOUTHERN GRANDSTAND 

 

The centre courts complex is located to the south-east corner of the site, surrounded by tennis courts to 
the east and north. The centre courts complex is positioned close to the escarpment that marks the 
distinction between the lower slopes of Paddington and the broad open valley floor of Rushcutters Bay. 
The centre courts arena consists of two tennis courts: one rebound Ace court and one grass court both 
running north south. The grass is a mixture of different varieties of couch grass. Surrounding the centre 
courts on all four sides are four separate grandstands: the oldest stand, the southern grandstand, from 
1923; the northern grandstand, from the 1930s and 1970s; and the eastern and western grandstands, 
from the 1980s. 
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PICTURE 4 – VIEW OF SOUTHERN GRANDSTAND 

 

The southern grandstand is covered by a large sloping partially cantilevered roof supported by a complex 
timber and steel trussed roof structure on timber and steel posts and beams. Initially it sat 3,500 with 500 
more seats erected at the rear and sides of the stand in the late 1920s. The side and northern additions 
evolved as the need arose to expand spectator facilities in line with the rise of the popularity and 
importance of tennis matches in Australia. The roof and back wall are externally clad in corrugated iron in 
the manner of a large rustic shed. This cladding is bedded down into the streetscape of Glenmore Road 
at a low-density scale. There is an exposed timber stud frame construction to the interior of the rear wall. 
The area under the stand contains a basement area. There are remnant metal loudspeakers in roof 
space for transmitting commentary; a glazed press box; wrought iron balustrading to the member’s 
section; and remnants of a rose garden in front of the stand. 
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PICTURE 5 –COMMEMORATIVE WALK, UNDER 

NORTHERN GRANDSTAND,  LOOKING EAST  
 PICTURE 6 –COMMEMORATIVE WALK, UNDER 

NORTHERN GRANDSTAND, LOOKING WEST 

 

The northern grandstand stage 1 was constructed in the 1930s and contains an arched masonry wing 
below the seating with a covered ‘street’. The outward façade contains arches infilled with windows, 
doors, ticket booths and accessways to the arena flanked by painted directional signage. The remainder 
of the grandstand was constructed in the 1970s from brick and concrete. Various groups use this stand 
for recreational, athletic and sporting purposes. 

The eastern stand, constructed in 1985 to seat 600 people, was constructed in concrete blocks with 
lightweight steel trusses and a cantilevered metal roof. Player’s change rooms and lounges are below the 
grandstand. This stand is occupied by the Maccabi Tennis Club Pty Ltd who use the courts to the east. 

The western stand, rebuilt in 1989, is similar to the eastern stand but without a roof. A tennis museum 
with significant memorabilia was located below the western stand but in 2005 this moved to the 
Homebush Tennis Centre. The memorabilia associated with the White City Club is believed to remain on 
site. This stand is occupied by the Hakoah Club Pty Ltd, who use the centre courts.  

Vegetation is mostly in the form of a treed perimeter to the site and screen planting. The site contains a 
large variety of native and exotic species. A very large and aesthetically distinctive Moreton Bay Fig is 
located close to the centre of the valley floor adjacent the stormwater channel. 
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PICTURE 7 – SOUTHERN GRANDSTAND EXTENSION  PICTURE 8 – SOUTHERN GRANDSTAND EXISTING 

STRUCTURE 

 

 

 

 

 
PICTURE 9 – SOUTHERN GRANDSTAND EXISTING 

STRUCTURE 
 PICTURE 10 – SOUTHERN GRANDSTAND EXISTING 

STRUCTURE 
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2.3 CONDITION ASSESSMENT  
 

AECOM was engaged by the Hakoah Club Pty Ltd to undertake a structural assessment of the northern 
and southern grandstands in the White City tennis site at 30 Alma Street, Paddington.  
On the basis of the inspection the conclusion is that the northern and southern grandstands have fallen 
into a state of disrepair and unless major repair/maintenance works are carried out, these structures are 
structurally inadequate for use by the general public.  
 
 
Significant defects include the following:  
Northern Grandstand  

 

 

 

 

 rear of grandstand  
 
Southern Grandstand  

 

 

 

 

 

The eastern and western stands, erected in the 1980‟s, were not part of the draft report. 
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3 History 

3.1 SUBJECT SITE HISTORY 

The following history has been taken from the Draft Woollahra 2013 heritage inventory:  

In 1811, Governor Macquarie granted Thomas West, carpenter, 40 acres in the La Crozia Valley which 
included Rushcutter Creek. The area was known as West’s Bush and Barcom Glen. A grant of 40 acres 
was given to William Thomas in 1817, to the east of the West grant, as recompense for the loss of one of 
the Thomas’s children in an accident involving the Governors carriage. The grant formed most of the low 
lying swampy area at the head of Rushcutters Bay and part became the site of the White City Tennis 
Centre. Cooper and Holt acquired the Thomas grant in the 1840s, when Rushcutter’s Bay was sparsely 
populated with only a few buildings along New South Head Road. The developing industry was market 
gardening.  

The original Thomas grant, owned by Daniel Cooper until his death in 1853, was left in trust to Sarah 
Booth (nee Cooper). She leased the land to market gardeners, initially Europeans and later Chinese, who 
came to dominate the supply of fresh fruit and vegetables to the region. There were campaigns against 
the Chinese gardeners by a group of local residents and business people. Protest meetings were held 
and petitions sent to Sir Henry Parkes concerning the Chinese presence requesting that the gardens be 
resumed. The area was considered a health hazard as it received most of Paddington’s stormwater and 
sewerage. 

In 1860 Paddington was proclaimed a Municipality. The area around Rushcutters Bay became known as 
Lower Paddington. Subdivision and land speculation were ongoing in Paddington from the 1870s, 
increasing the pressure on Lower Paddington. As the large estates of the Rushcutters Bay gentry were 
subdivided, small scale housing began to encroach down the hill towards the bay and the low lying areas 
occupied by the market gardeners. With this rapid development came its waste products, the sewage and 
stormwater which drained down to the bay. The Government resumed the land on the north of New South 
Head Road around the Bay in the late 1870s and by 1885 infilled the bay and created Rushcutters Bay 
Park. The problem of the low lying area to the south remained. Issues of public health continued. 

The Booth Estate was subdivided in 1900 but did not sell quickly due to the restrictions of current leases 
and the considerable cost to make the site fit for building. Some Chinese market gardens remained 
leased until 1909. In 1903 the AGL Company bought land for a gasometer near New South Head Road. 
The Sydney Grammar School purchased 7.5 acres of the Booth Estate in 1907 for Weigall Sports 
Ground, naming the ground after headmaster Albert Weigall (1866-1895). 

The Sydney Stadium was built in 1908 at the northwest corner of the site as an outdoor boxing arena, 
which was later enclosed for a variety of entertainment purposes. Some unsuccessful businesses 
occupied parts of the site in the 1910s: the Aerated Bread Company in the north, Sydney Croquet and 
Recreation Lawns Limited in the south. 

The White City Amusement Park, opened on the site of the on 3 December 1913, as a marvel of timber 
and plaster, by Cosens Spencer, a film entrepreneur who established the ‘Great American Theatrescope’ 
at the Lyceum Theatre in Sydney. The name White City was derived from a London Amusement Park. 
The name referring to the all-white buildings created with the use of lath (a thin wood framework on 
chicken wire base) and a mixture of plaster of Paris and hemp fibre. White City was designed and built by 
T.H. Eslick who also designed and built Luna Park at St Kilda. White City offered seasonal entertainment 
(December – April): a fun fair, music hall, ballroom, and a fairground. The attractions included a scenic 
railway, river caves, fun factory, palais des folies, Japanese village, Crystal Tangle, giant carousel and 
live performances such as military band, high walkers and roller skating. The White City Carousel was 
built by the Philadelphia Toboggan Company, renowned for the great artistry of its craftsman and the 
quality of its construction (see Figure 3). The Carousel was the 30th built by the PTC and the only one to 
leave America. It was later bought by Melbourne’s Luna Park and remains there. The White City 
Amusement Park was hit by lightning and destroyed by fire in 1917. In 1918 White City Limited went into 
liquidation and its assets sold. 
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FIGURE 3 – FORMER WHITE CITY AMUSEMENT PARK 

 

 

 

[Source: National Library of Australia, 2013]  

The Ministry for Housing announced the resumption of the land on both sides of the drainage canal for a 
housing scheme. The suitability of the site was raised, which prompted the filling of the land with material 
from Woolloomooloo. By April 1920 the housing scheme was finally rejected. The NSWLTA was founded 
in 1890 with premises acquired in Double Bay in 1907. It outgrew those facilities as the popularity of 
tennis grew with the success of the Australasian Challengers, Patterson and Anderson in the 1919 Davis 
Cup. 

In 1921 NSW Lawn Tennis Grounds Ltd was formed to purchase, control and run the Rushcutters Bay 
grounds which became known as White City, taking the name of the former Amusement Park. The official 
opening of the Sydney Lawn Tennis Ground was on 21 October 1922 by the State Treasurer Mr AA 
Cocks, and President of NSWLTA. The event was celebrated with a mixed tournament with 96 pairs 
participating. Thirty seven grass courts and 16 hard courts were envisaged compared to the 15 courts at 
the Double Bay site. A club house was constructed, at the northern end of the site close to New South 
Head Road. It was admired as ‘one of the best in the world’ and ‘pleasing to the eye’ with an imposing 
view of the grounds. One month after opening a unique tournament was played with women playing 
singles for the first time in an Australian Championship. In 1923 a large 3,500 seat grandstand (the 
southern grandstand) was built. The roof was constructed of timber trusses which cantilevered over part 
of the stand so that all the seats were covered. Financial difficulties in the late 1920s lead to admission of 
‘Ground members’ with playing rights and members seats in the grandstand. In the late 1920s the 
popularity of hard court tennis was increasing. 500 more seats were erected at the back and alongside 
original chair seats of the southern grandstand.  



 

URBIS 
URBIS CMP REVIEW WHITE CITY.DOCX  HISTORY 13 

 

FIGURE 4 – WHITE CITY TENNIS COURTS 

 

 

 
[Source: National Library of Australia, 2013] 

 

 
Centre Courts White City, 1954 Davis Cup (White City Club Story, Jim Russell, 2001) 

Source: White City DCP Woollahra Council 
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Debenture holders were given special seats in perpetuity. By 1924 night tennis lighting was installed on 
the 5 hard courts. By the 1930s, Australian players were amongst the top in the world and people flocked 
to White City to see them play. International players at the centre included Jean Borotra of France, Fred 
Perry of Britain, Ellsworth Vines of the USA, and Jiroh Satoh of Japan. The Australian tennis players of 
the 1930s, who played at the Courts included Adrian Quest, Jack Crawford, Harry Hopman and Vivian 
McGrath. In 1939 A. K. Quist and J. Bromwick won the Davis Cup back for Australia, the first such win  

since 1919. The outbreak of WWII put tennis on hold. In the 1930s a small area of land on New South 
Head Road was leased for use as a service station. It remains in use as a service station. The northern 
grandstand was constructed in the 1930s, smaller than the southern grandstand. It was constructed of 
concrete and timber with a simple corrugated tin roof structure that only covered the centre section of the 
stand. The eastern and western stands were constructed in the 1940s as simple low timber structures 
with no roof coverings. They were replaced in the 1980s. 

The White City Club (WCC) was established in 1948 as a licensed club unlike the original NSWLTA. The 
NSWLTA purchased the gasometer site to the west of the club house on the New South Head Road from 
the AGL Company. The WCC set up in the caretaker cottage located on the AGL land for its club 
premises. It became a popular venue for young residents of Sydney’s eastern suburbs social and 
celebrity set on Friday nights. 

The two clubs did not associate with each other. They continued on separately until the Eastern Suburbs 
railway overpass resumed a portion of land parallel to New South Head Road, causing both clubhouses 
to be demolished in 1968. The railway opened on 23 June 1979. 

Tennis reached the peak of its popularity, its ‘golden age’ as a spectator sport in the 1950s. White City 
became the venue of many international tennis events such as the NSW Open Championships, the 
Australian Open Championships and the Davis Cup. The centre court was originally planned to host the 
Davis Cup matches but this did not happen until Boxing Day 1951 when the Australians Frank Sedgman, 
Ken McGregor and Merryn Rose defeated the United States. In 1954, 25,578 people attended White City 
when the United States successfully challenged Lew Hoad and Ken Rosewall for the Davis Cup. This is 
an attendance record for an outdoor Davis Cup match which has not been surpassed. 

White City had the first electric scoreboard in Australia which was built by Ted Both in 1952 for the NSW 
championships. In 1957 the NSW titles were televised live for the first time anywhere in the country as 
television was just one year old in Australia. The 1960s and 1970s saw many Davis Cup matches held at 
White City with Australia winning many of them. Local players included Neale Fraser, Rod Laver, Roy 
Emerson, John Newcombe, Tony Roche and John Alexander. In 1963 the NSWLTA sold part of its lands 
on Alma Street to Sydney Grammar School for a preparatory school. During the 1970s the White City 
grounds were made available for entertainment other than tennis. The first pop concert was held in 
October 1970 and public protests followed as residents of Edgecliff and beyond were subjected to the 
noise of open air pop concerts, wrestling, boxing and basketball.  

These functions were curtailed and in 1973, the Sydney Stadium was demolished along with the Cinecraft 
building for the eastern suburbs railway. In 1970 the NSWLTA and the WCC built their new club house 
behind and in the airspace under the existing northern stand. More seats were constructed of concrete at 
a higher level, doubling the seating capacity. The covered roof was also removed. A through roadway 
was created under the stand.  

In the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s many famous Australian tennis players competed at White City including 
Evonne Goolagong, Pat Cash, John Fitzgerald, Paul MacNamee, Patrick Rafter and the Woodies. 
International Players included Pete Sampras, Monica Seles, Martina Hingis, Tod Martin, Gabriela 
Sabatini, Tim Henman, Karol Kucera and Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 

In 1985 the Association celebrated the centenary of the first championships played in NSW. The eastern 
stand was built, requiring the removal of one of the three courts from the centre court area. In the 1980s 
the club house under the north stand was renovated and extended to include an eastern end two storeys 
in height. In 1989 the western stand was rebuilt. 

A new rebound ace court was laid at centre court alongside the grass court to match the surface at the 
Melbourne Park National Tennis Centre in 1989. This surface has now been replaced by a ‘Classic Clay’ 
synthetic grass court. In January 1999, the final International tournament was played at White City prior to 
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its move to Sydney International Tennis Centre, part of the Olympic 2000 facilities at Homebush. Tennis 
NSW (previously NSWLTA) relocated to the new Tennis Centre at Homebush Bay in 2001. The Tennis 
NSW memorabilia was moved to Homebush in 2005.  

The centre courts complex is now owned by the Hakoah Club Pty Ltd and the Sydney Maccabi Tennis 
Club Pty Ltd, continuing the use of White City as a tennis venue. The green open space to the north of 
the stormwater channel is now owned by Sydney Grammar School for use as playing fields, continuing 
the recreational use of the site. The land under the railway viaduct is owned by Sydney Grammar School 
and the Rail Corporation of NSW. It is used for carparking for the school. The two allotments of land 
adjacent New South Head Road are owned by the Crystal Car Wash Pty Ltd and are used as a service 
station and car wash. Sydney Water owns the land on which the stormwater channel is located. 

3.2 MODIFICATIONS AND DATES 

 1913 – Opening of White City Amusement Park. 
 1917 – Destruction of White City Amusement Park by fire 
 1922 – Official opening of Sydney Lawn Tennis Ground as White City  
 1923 – Southern grandstand constructed; 500 seats were added in the late 1920s.  
 1924 – Night lighting installed 
 1925 – Sale to Sydney Grammar School of part of the grounds 
 1930s –The northern stand constructed, resumption of storm water channel, land near New 

South Head Road leased as service station. 
 1946 – Purchase of AGL site and removal of gasometer, renovation of Caretakers cottage as 

White City Club 
 1948 – Opening of White City Club with liquor licence 
 1952 – First electronic scoreboard  
 1957 – First televised matches 
 1963 – Sale of southwest corner at Alma Street to Sydney Grammar for Preparatory School 
 1968 – Demolition of WCC and NSWLTA clubhouses for the eastern suburbs railway 
 1970 – New clubhouse constructed under the northern stand 
 1985 – The new eastern stand constructed, removing one of the three centre courts  
 1989 –The western stand was rebuilt  
 1999 – Final international tournament played 
 2000 – Tennis NSW (previously NSW LTA) Move to Homebush Tennis Centre. 
 2005 – Tennis Museum memorabilia moved to Homebush Tennis Centre 
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4 Significance 

4.1 WHAT IS HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE? 

Before making decisions to change a heritage item, it is important to understand its values.  This leads to 
decisions that will retain these values in the future.  Statements of heritage significance summarise a 
place‟s heritage values – why it is important, why a statutory listing was made to protect these values. 

4.2 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The following Statement of Significances has been taken from the Conservation Management Plan by 
Conybeare Morrison (CM+) (2008) and the Woollahra 2013 Heritage Inventory (WMC): 

CM+ The White City tennis centre is a rare example of the a sporting venue that became the focus of 
major Australian and international attention attracting world class tennis players, celebrities and large 
spectator crowds from around the world, including the 1954 Davis Cup world record of 25,578 spectators. 
It has continuously operated as a tennis centre since 1922 and is the largest open air tennis centre in 
Sydney. 

The White City Centre demonstrates the significant role played by tennis as a form of recreation, 
entertainment and competition in NSW and Australia. White City is associated with the development of 
tennis and the dominance of Australian as a tennis playing nation on the world stage. Apart from the 
international tennis events such as the Davis Cup, the Australian and NSW Amateur and Open 
Championship have been played at the centre. 

The two Centre courts, surrounded by grandstands at the south of the site, are of high historic and social 
significance as the core precinct of the tennis complex. The centre court space and its containment as an 
arena evoke a sense of occasion and are associaited with the memories of both victory and defeat. The 
southern stand is historically significant as the first to be constructed about the centre court in 1923 and 
for its association with the Lawn Tennis Association Presidents‟ and Ground Members‟ seats. 

Apart from its association with international tennis competitions and contributions to Australia‟s 
international sporting image, the White City tennis centre is also held in high community esteem at the 
local level for its popularity as a community sporting and social facility. 

Technical advances associated with White City include the first electrical scoreboard in Australia, a 
portable machine built by club member ted Both for the1952 NSW Championships. In 1957 the NSW 
titles were televised live for the first time anywhere in the country as television was just one year old in 
Australia. The tennis court surfaces, particularly the lawn and rebound Ace courts, are representative of 
the better surfaces nationally and worldwide. 

There has been a long association between the NSW Lawn Tennis Association, now Tennis NSW, and 
White City Tennis Club who have jointly operated on the site since 1948, originally in separate 
clubhouses and between 1971-1999, jointly under the Northern Stand. Both have a long association with 
the history of tennis, which is encapsulated in the extensive collection of memorabilia held in the 
Australian Tennis Museum and by White City Club. White City Club vacated the premises in December 
2007. 

The open storm – water channel that reverses the site is an arm of Sydney Water‟s Ruschcutters Bay 
Stormwater Channel No.84, one of the first of nine purpose built stormwater channels constructed in 
Sydney in the 1890‟s. The concrete channel follows the central  axis of the La Crozia Valley, allowing for 
an understanding of the 18

th
 century topography and the evolution of the Glenmore Creek, to an open 

sewer and finally to the current stormwater channel. 

The white city site demonstrates the development of Lower Paddington. Originally the land of the Eora 
people, the site was part of an 1817 grant to William Thomas, although the topography of the site made it 
unsuitable for settlement. The site came to be used for market gardening, first by Europeans and then by 
Chinese who cultivated the land and dominated the supply of fresh fruit and vegetables to the region. The 
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market gardens were replaced by the white city amusement park from 1913 to 1917, and from where the 
place‟s name was gained. 

The continuous green space and open recreation areas of White City and Lower Paddington are a 
landmark in the area. The site occupies the lowest ground within a broad shallow valley creating a sense 
of intimacy due to the enclosure by surrounding hill-slopes. There are rare views and vistas from within 
and from outside the site that are unique in Paddington. 

 

WMC The White City site is part of a significant historic and cultural landscape that demonstrates the 
evolution of Lower Paddington from the original land grant given in 1817 to William Thomas, as swampy 
land unsuitable for settlement to market gardening by Europeans and later as Chinese market gardens. 
The market gardens were replaced by the White City Amusement Park in 1913, and on its failure, the 
lands became the lawn tennis grounds known as White City.  

The sites’ complex overlays are of high significance for their ability to demonstrate a range of activities 
always based on open space uses. The original wetland is expressed in the uniformly level tennis courts, 
playing fields and parkland of White City, Weigall Sports Ground, Trumper Park and Rushcutters Bay 
Park. 

The White City site makes a distinctive aesthetic contribution to the Lower Paddington area as part of the 
continuous green open valley floor that begins at Rushcutters Bay and merges together with the Weigall 
Sports Ground, White City tennis courts and Trumper Park. There are significant views into the site from 
New South Head Road, Neild Avenue across the Weigall Sports Ground, Alma Street, Glenmore Road, 
Walker Avenue and significant vistas from the site taking in the Paddington 'amphitheatre' and the city 
silhouette.  

The open stormwater channel that traverses the site is a highly significant historic element, being an arm 
of Sydney Water’s Rushcutters Bay Stormwater Channel No. 84, one of the first of nine purpose-built 
stormwater channels constructed in Sydney in the 1890s. The concrete channel follows the central axis of 
the La Crozia Valley allowing an understanding of the 18th century topography and the evolution from 
Glenmore Creek to an open sewer and finally to its current form.  

White City, in particular the centre courts complex, demonstrates exceptional historic, associative and 
social significance for the site’s relationship to the development of tennis as a form of recreation, 
entertainment and competition in NSW and Australia. White City has been a highly significant sporting 
venue hosting many national and international tennis events including the Australian  

Open, Davis Cup, and NSW Open Championships. The place has been associated with many famous 
tennis players, both Australian and international, and has contributed to the international perception of 
Australia as a world class sporting nation. White City demonstrates the high regard that the tennis 
community and wider community holds for the location of significant sporting/tennis championships, and 
as a historically prestigious sporting facility. White City is historically linked to the game of Lawn Tennis 
and the New South Wales Lawn Tennis Association which established the White City Tennis Centre in 
1922. The White City Tennis Centre was used by the NSW Lawn Tennis Association (Tennis NSW) and 
the White City Club, which have a long association with the social history of tennis in the region and the 
state. 

The centre courts arena and the surrounding grandstands are of high historic, associative and social 
significance, as the core precinct of the tennis complex. The centre courts space and its containment as 
an arena evoke a sense of occasion and are associated with memories of both victory and defeat. The 
centre court area contains the championship grass court used at the pinnacle of Davis Cup popularity and 
a synthetic grass court. The southern grandstand, initially constructed in 1923 and extended in the late 
1920s, is historically significant as the first stand to be constructed about the centre court, for its 
association with the Lawn Tennis Association Presidents’ and Ground Members’ seats, and for its 
continuous use from 1923 - 1999. It has aesthetic and technical significance for its engineering design 
and its ability to demonstrate the early development of new engineering solutions for larger purpose-built 
structures in Australia. It is representative of the development of early 20th century stadia.  
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The northern grandstand stage 1, the Marsh Stand, built in the 1930s, is significant for its association with 
Henry Marsh, after whom the stand was named. Henry Marsh, and the President of the Lawn Tennis 
Association Charles T Bull, are credited with being the driving force in the search for the new grounds for 
the NSW Lawn Tennis Grounds Limited in 1919, which was formed to control and run the grounds of 
White City. The northern stand stage 1 is also of historic significance for its ability to demonstrate the 
early development of the grounds and of early sporting facilities. 

White City has technical significance associated with the invention and use of the first Electric 
Scoreboard, which was built by Ted Both in 1952 for the NSW championships, and also with the first live 
telecast of tennis in Australia, the 1957 NSW titles, one year after televising began in Australia. 

Comparison of Statements of Significance from the WMC Heritage Inventory and the CM+ CMP.  

WMC                                                                            CM+ 

Historic 

The white city site is part of a significant historic 
and cultural landscape that demonstrates the 
evolution of Lower Paddington from the original 
land grant given in 1817 to William Thomas, as 
swampy land unsuitable for settlement to market 
gardening by Europeans and later as Chinese 
Market Gardens. The Market Gardens were 
replaced by the White City Amusement Park in 
1913, and on its failure, the lands became the 
Lawn Tennis Grounds known as white city.  

 

Historic 

The white city site demonstrates the development 
of lower Paddington. Originally the land of the Eora 
people, the site was part of an 1817 grant to 
William Thomas, although the topography of the 
site made it unsuitable for settlement. The site 
came to be used for market gardening, first by 
Europeans and then by Chinese who cultivated the 
land and dominated the supply of fresh fruit and 
vegetables to the region. The Market Gardens 
were replaced by the White City Amusement Park 
from 1913 to 1917, and from where the place‟s 
name was gained. 

 

Social and associative 

White City, in particular the centre courts complex, 
demonstrates exceptional historic, associative and 
social significance for the site’s relationship to the 
development of tennis as a form of recreation, 
entertainment and competition in NSW and 
Australia. White City has been a highly significant 
sporting venue hosting many national and 
international tennis events including the Australian  

Open, Davis Cup, and NSW Open Championships. 
The place has been associated with many famous 
tennis players, both Australian and international, 
and has contributed to the international perception 
of Australia as a world class sporting nation. White 
City demonstrates the high regard that the tennis 
community and wider community holds for the 
location of significant sporting/tennis 
championships, and as a historically prestigious 
sporting facility. White City is historically linked to 
the game of Lawn Tennis and the New South 
Wales Lawn Tennis Association which established 
the White City Tennis Centre in 1922. The White 
City Tennis Centre was used by the NSW Lawn 
Tennis Association (Tennis NSW) and the White 
City Club, which have a long association with the 
social history of tennis in the region and the state. 

Social and associative 

The White City tennis centre is a rare example of 
the a sporting venue that became the focus of 
major Australian and international attention 
attracting world class tennis players, celebrities and 
large spectator crowds from around the world, 
including the 1954 Davis Cup world record of 
25,578 spectators. It has continuously operated as 
a tennis centre since 1922 and is the largest open 
air tennis centre in Sydney. 

The White City Centre demonstrates the significant 
role played by tennis as a form of recreation, 
entertainment and competition in NSW and 
Australia. White City is associated with the 
development of tennis and the dominance of 
Australian as a tennis playing nation on the world 
stage. Apart from the international tennis events 
such as the Davis Cup, the Australian and NSW 
Amateur and Open Championship have been 
played at the centre. 

The two Centre courts, surrounded by grandstands 
at the south of the site, are of high historic and 
social significance as the core precinct of the tennis 
complex. The centre court space and its 
containment as an arena evoke a sense of 
occasion and are associated with the memories of 
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The centre courts arena and the surrounding 
grandstands are of high historic, associative and 
social significance, as the core precinct of the 
tennis complex. The centre courts space and its 
containment as an arena evoke a sense of 
occasion and are associated with memories of both 
victory and defeat. The centre court area contains 
the championship grass court used at the pinnacle 
of Davis Cup popularity and a synthetic grass 
court. The southern grandstand, initially 
constructed in 1923 and extended in the late 
1920s, is historically significant as the first stand to 
be constructed about the centre court, for its 
association with the Lawn Tennis Association 
Presidents’ and Ground Members’ seats, and for its 
continuous use from 1923 - 1999. It has aesthetic 
and technical significance for its engineering 
design and its ability to demonstrate the early 
development of new engineering solutions for 
larger purpose-built structures in Australia. It is 
representative of the development of early 20th 
century stadia.  

The northern grandstand stage 1, the Marsh Stand, 
built in the 1930s, is significant for its association 
with Henry Marsh, after whom the stand was 
named. Henry Marsh, and the President of the 
Lawn Tennis Association Charles T Bull, are 
credited with being the driving force in the search 
for the new grounds for the NSW Lawn Tennis 
Grounds Limited in 1919, which was formed to 
control and run the grounds of White City. The 
northern stand stage 1 is also of historic 
significance for its ability to demonstrate the early 
development of the grounds and of early sporting 
facilities. 

The sites’ complex overlays are of high significance 
for their ability to demonstrate a range of activities 
always based on open space uses. The original 
wetland is expressed in the uniformly level tennis 
courts, playing fields and parkland of White City, 
Weigall Sports Ground, Trumper Park and 
Rushcutters Bay Park. 

both victory and defeat. The southern stand is 
historically significant as the first to be constructed 
about the centre court in 1923 and for its 
association with the Lawn Tennis Association 
Presidents‟ and Ground Members‟ seats. 

There has been a long association between the 
NSW Lawn Tennis Association, now Tennis NSW, 
and White City Tennis Club who have jointly 
operated on the site since 1948, originally in 
separate clubhouses and between 1971-1999, 
jointly under the Northern Stand. Both have a long 
association with the history of tennis, which is 
encapsulated in the extensive collection of 
memorabilia held in the Australian Tennis Museum 
and by White City Club. White City Club vacated 
the premises in December 2007 

Apart from its association with international tennis 
competitions and contributions to Australia‟s 
international sporting image, the White City tennis 
centre is also held in high community esteem at the 
local level for its popularity as a community 
sporting and social facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aesthetic 

The White City site makes a distinctive aesthetic 
contribution to the Lower Paddington area as part 
of the continuous green open valley floor that 
begins at Rushcutters Bay and merges together 
with the Weigall Sports Ground, White City tennis 
courts and Trumper Park. There are significant 
views into the site from New South Head Road, 
Neild Avenue across the Weigall Sports Ground, 
Alma Street, Glenmore Road, Walker Avenue and 
significant vistas from the site taking in the 
Paddington 'amphitheatre' and the city silhouette.  

 

Aesthetic 

The continuous green space and open recreation 
areas of White City and Lower Paddington are a 
landmark in the area. The site occupies the lowest 
ground within a broad shallow valley creating a 
sense of intimacy due to the enclosure by 
surrounding hill-slopes. There are rare views and 
vistas from within and from outside the site that are 
unique in Paddington. 
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Technical/Scientific 

The open stormwater channel that traverses the 
site is a highly significant historic element, being an 
arm of Sydney Water’s Rushcutters Bay 
Stormwater Channel No. 84, one of the first of nine 
purpose-built stormwater channels constructed in 
Sydney in the 1890s. The concrete channel follows 
the central axis of the La Crozia Valley allowing an 
understanding of the 18th century topography and 
the evolution from Glenmore Creek to an open 
sewer and finally to its current form.  

White City has technical significance associated 
with the invention and use of the first Electric 
Scoreboard, which was built by Ted Both in 1952 
for the NSW championships, and also with the first 
live telecast of tennis in Australia, the 1957 NSW 
titles, one year after televising began in Australia. 

 

Technical/Scientific  

The open storm – water channel that traverses the 
site is an arm of Sydney Water‟s Ruschcutters Bay 
Stormwater Channel No.84, one of the first of nine 
purpose built stormwater channels constructed in 
Sydney in the 1890‟s. The concrete channel follows 
the central  axis of the La Crozia Valley, allowing 
for an understanding of the 18

th
 century topography 

and the evolution of the Glenmore Creek, to an 
open sewer and finally to the current stormwater 
channel. 

Technical advances associated with White City 
include the first electrical scoreboard in Australia, a 
portable machine built by club member ted Both for 
the1952 NSW Championships. In 1957 the NSW 
titles were televised live for the first time anywhere 
in the country as television was just one year old in 
Australia. The tennis court surfaces, particularly the 
lawn and rebound Ace courts, are representative of 
the better surfaces nationally and worldwide. 

 

The two Statements of Significance are similar and cover the same criteria for heritage listing. Both 
provide evidence that the site is of local significance for historic, aesthetic, social, associative and 
technical significance. The site is rare for its historic association with tennis in NSW and for its continued 
use as a large area of private open space in Sydney since 1913. 

The site is considered to be of state significance on the basis of its historic, social, associative and 
technical significance. The site is considered rare at the state level for its historic association with tennis 
in NSW. It is considered that it does not reach the threshold for state aesthetic significance. 

It achieves rarity at the state level and local level and cannot be considered to be representative. 
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4.3 SCHEDULE OF SIGNIFICANT ELEMENTS 

The elements of White City have been analysed in the CM+ CMP and generally remain relevant.  

High Significance due to their high level of quality and integrity: 

 The Rushcutters Bay Storm-water Channel No 84 and its association with the former Glenmore 
Creek 

 Centre Courts playing surfaces, the contained space and their association with the Davis Cup 
and International tennis greats 

 1923 section of Southern Grandstand, for its longevity of use 1923-1999 and association with the 
early development and NSW LTA Club members‟ section. 

 Northern Stand Stage 1 (original 1930s Marsh Stand) for association with Henry Marsh and as 
illustration changing quality of facilities on the site. 

 Moveable heritage including Australian Tennis Museum and White City Club Memorabilia and 
White City Sign, as record of C20th tennis history. 

 Views to and from White City – from New South Head Road to White City and the slopes of 
Paddington  

 Green and open valley floor including the tennis courts of White City, Weigall Sports ground, and 
Trumper Park 

 Forty seven landscape elements, including one stand. 

 North eastern escarpment – early buildings which allow an understanding of the original 
swamplands and the extent of the Thomas Grant. 

Moderate Significance 

 Southern Grandstand Stage 2, for its social significance and contribution to Centre Courts. 

 Northern Stand Stage 2 for social significance of the Clubhouse. 

 Eastern and Western Stands for their contribution to the enclosure of Centre Court. 

 NSWTA Gates for association with NSW Tennis Association and its long association with the 
White City. 

 Archaeological potential including remnant stone walls, historic maintenance equipment, former 
C1 housing on New South Head Road and former Clubhouse site. 

 Pedestrian access ways through the site (Through private land) 

Little Significance 

 Ticket Building  

 Toilet Block 

 Sundry benches and fittings 

 East and Western Bridge 

Items that are Intrusive 

 Shell Service Station 

 Alma Street Gates and Utility Building 

 Twelve landscape items including two stands 
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5 Heritage Listings 

5.1 HERITAGE LISTINGS 

The following heritage listings apply to the subject site. 

TABLE 1 – HERITAGE LISTINGS 

TYPE OF LISTING NAME OF ITEM ASSESSED LEVEL OF 

SIGNIFICANCE 

STATUTORY LISTINGS   

Wollahra Local Environmental Plan 1995 

Schedule 3  – Items of Environmental Heritage 

(items of local significance) 

7 Alma St, Paddington – Canary 
Island Date Palms 

Paddington Heritage Conservation 
Area 

Local 

NON-STATUTORY LISTINGS   

National Trust of Australia 

(items of local, state or national significance) 

Paddington Urban Conservation 
Area (S9199) 

 

5.1.1 LOCAL GOVERNMENT POLICIES 

Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 1995 

A Local Environmental Plan is the principal legal document for controlling development and guiding 
planning decisions made by Council. 

(1) The aims of this plan are: 

(a)  to replace all existing local environmental plans and planning schemes which apply to the 
land to which this plan applies with a single local environmental plan: 

(b)  to provide a comprehensive planning instrument that is clear and explicit but which provides 
flexibility in its application, 

(c)  to promote the management, development, conservation and economic use of property within 
the area of Woollahra, 

(d)  to provide for an appropriate balance and distribution of land for commercial, retail, residential 
and tourist development and for recreation, entertainment and community facilities, 

(e)  to ensure that growth within the area of Woollahra occurs in a planned and co-ordinated 
manner, 

(f)  to facilitate the provision of urban infrastructure, 

(g)  to conserve the environmental heritage of the area of Woollahra, 

(h)  to protect the amenity and natural environment of the area of Woollahra, and 

(i)  to provide the framework for more detailed controls to be contained within development 
control plans. 

(2) The objectives of this plan are: 

(g)  in relation to heritage conservation: 
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(i)  to identify heritage items and heritage conservation areas and to provide measures for their 
conservation, protection and enhancement, 

(ii)  to ensure that new development is undertaken in a manner that is sympathetic to and does 
not detract from the heritage significance of heritage items and their settings and of heritage 
conservation areas, 

(iii)  to encourage the restoration or reconstruction of buildings or works which are heritage items 
or buildings and works that contribute to the character of heritage conservation areas, 

(iv)  to enable the adaptation of existing non-residential buildings of heritage significance in a 
manner which is compatible and sympathetic with the fabric and character of the building or 
works and the use and fabric of neighbouring lands, 

(v)  to provide for the detailed control of development associated with or in proximity to heritage 
items and heritage conservation areas, 

(vi)  to require, when considered necessary, the consideration of a statement of heritage 
significance or a conservation plan before consent is granted for development relating to a 
heritage item or development within a heritage conservation area, and 

(vii)  to protect sites of archaeological significance. 

White City is not listed as a heritage item under this LEP, though it is included in the Paddington Heritage 
Conservation Area. This LEP requires consent for certain types of development, including development 
affecting properties within a conservation area. Heritage provisions for Woollahra are incorporated under 
Part 4 Heritage Provisions. Clause 28 Numbers (1), (2) and (3) nominate consent required for certain 
development as outlined below: 

(1)  A person shall not, in respect of a heritage conservation area: 

(a)  demolish or alter a building or work within the area, 

(b)  damage or move a relic, or excavate for the purpose of exposing or removing a relic, within 
the area, 

(c)  damage or despoil a place within the area, or 

(d)  erect a building on or subdivide land within the area, 

      except with the consent of the Council. 

(2)  The Council shall not grant consent to an application required by subclause (1) unless it has taken 
into consideration the extent to which the carrying out of the proposed development would affect the 
heritage significance of the heritage conservation area. 

(3)  The Council shall not grant consent required by subclause (1) unless it has considered a statement of 
heritage impact or a conservation plan or both as may be required by the Council. 

Draft Woollahra LEP 2013 

Woollahra Council has exhibited a Draft WLEP 2013, 25
th
 July 2013, and the draft provisions include:  

4.3B Area I (White City Tennis Club) – Height of buildings [Local provision]  

(1) The objectives of this clause are as follows:  

a) To retain views from Glenmore Road over the site,  

b) To permit a greater maximum building height on part of the site, subject to certain criteria,  

c) To protect the visual privacy and amenity of nearby residences,  
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d) To conserve and recognise the heritage significance of the existing centre courts.  

(2) This clause applies to land shown in ―Area I‖ on the Height of Buildings Map.  

(3) Despite clause 4.3, the maximum height of a building on land in Area I is 11.5m if:  

a) the building is located on the western side of the centre courts, and  

b) the consent authority is satisfied that the development does not affect view lines from 
Glenmore Road, and  

c) the building maintains the heritage significance of the site.  

 

It is important that these draft provisions are addressed as part of the future proposals for White City in 
the near future and as part of the nomination for listing of the site. 

Paddington Heritage Conservation Area Development Control Plan 2008 

The Paddington Heritage Conservation Area Development Control Plan (DCP) 2008 provides objectives 
and provisions for development in the Paddington Heritage Conservation Area (HCA) that requires 
consent under Woollahra LEP 1995. The objectives of this plan are: 

(a) to facilitate the implementation of the objectives and provisions relating to heritage 
conservation which are contained in Woollahra local environmental plans;  

(b) to acknowledge and conserve the unique National heritage significance of Paddington;  

(c) to provide guidelines and controls which seek to protect the significant character of 
Paddington and which encourage contemporary design which responds appropriately to that 
character;  

(d) to enable appropriate and expert consideration to be given by applicants and the Council to 
development;  

(e) to encourage and promote public awareness, appreciation and knowledge of heritage 
conservation;  

(f) to integrate planning, design and decision making associated with development initiated by the 
private and public sectors; and  

(g) to enhance amenity and heritage values within Paddington. 

It is intended that Council will use this DCP in its assessment and determination of a development 
application in Paddington HCA, an application to modify a development consent, and an application to 
review a determination of a development application. The DCP is therefore an important item for 
consideration in relation to future development proposals affecting the land adjacent to the site however 
has little relevance to the subject site in terms of forms and type of development. 

White City Development Control Plan 2007 

The White City Development Control Plan (DCP) 2007 provides objectives and controls for development 
at the White City site. The objectives of the site were prepared in 2007 and subject to the CMP of 2008. 
Even before the DCP was prepared NSW Tennis had moved to Homebush and the memorabilia owned 
by Tennis NSW had also been moved to Homebush. The objectives of this plan are listed below and 
should now be evaluated in terms of the changes that have been made on the site and the 
deterioration/redundancy of many of the building since the relocation of Tennis NSW. 

 to provide a range of urban design, planning and heritage controls (Agreed- 2013) 

 to ensure that the White City site is maintained primarily as an open space resource within the 
Municipality of Woollahra, and particularly within the Paddington area ( Agreed- 2013)  
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 to facilitate the development of a multi-purpose tennis/sporting facility on the site ( Agreed- 2013) 

 to retain the White City site as a principally grass court tennis centre ( Not Agreed- 2013) 

 to support community access to the site and its recreation facilities  ( Agreed – 2013) 

 to provide access ways through the site for pedestrians and cyclists that are useable, safe and of a 
high built quality  (Agreed- if legally possible- 2013) 

 to facilitate the development of an appropriately scaled and designed building on the site of the 
existing carpark on New South Head Road ( Not part of the site - 2013) 

 to control the scale, form, location and design of development so that it will satisfactorily integrate with 
the surrounding areas  (Agreed- 2013) 

 to require a high standard of architectural and landscape design in new development  
(Agreed – 2013) 

 to minimise the impact of development on adjoining lands and land uses to ensure that new 
development minimises the impact on existing stormwater infrastructure and on water supply  
(Agreed – 2013) 

 to minimise the reliance of development on non-renewable energy sources ( Agreed- 2013) 

 to promote development that achieves the principles of ecologically sustainable development  
(Agreed – 2013) 

 to require design elements for sustainable land use including:  

 energy efficiency  

 transport access  

 water treatment/reuse/conservation  

 biodiversity principles (use of local indigenous plant species, habitat corridors)  

(Agreed- 2013) 

 to conserve the heritage significance of the White City site in the context of its cultural landscape 
( Agreed- 2013)  

 to prohibit gaming machines on the site ( Not subject of this report) 

 to maintain a petrol station facility in Lot 21 DP 609145 as a desirable land use for the municipality. 
(Not subject to this report) 

The objectives of the plan in relation to heritage are included in section 4.4 and are outlined below: 

 To maintain the ongoing association of the site with tennis. ( Agreed – 2013) 

 To conserve and recognise the cultural significance of the centre courts. ( Agreed- 2013, subject to 
interpretation of this clause) 

 To retain a sense of enclosure around the centre courts. ( Not agreed in existing terms - 2013) 

 To conserve and interpret archaeologically significant artefacts and elements.( Agreed- 2013) 
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Applicants are required to demonstrate in a statement of environmental effects and through the features 
of a proposal how development is consistent with the principle objectives of this plan and the objectives of 
those design criteria that are relevant to the development proposal. 

 

In terms of the DCP 2007 there has to be discussion therefore relating to the Objectives relating to: 

 Retain the White City site as a principally grass court tennis centre  

 Conserve and recognise the cultural significance of the centre courts. ( Subject to interpretation of 
this clause) 

 Retain a sense of enclosure around the centre courts. 

The issues for the DCP and future development on the site principally relate, from a heritage perspective, 
to the retention of the centre courts in- situ and the ability to use this part and other parts of the site for 
ongoing recreation purposes that may not be a grassed court. Grass courts may be retained on site but 
the extent and location of courts will form part of the future plan for a  more general recreation site. 



 

URBIS 
URBIS CMP REVIEW WHITE CITY.DOCX  CONSERVATION POLICIES 27 

 

6 Conservation Policies 

6.1 WHAT IS A CONSERVATION POLICY? 

A conservation policy explains the principles to be followed to retain or reveal a place‟s heritage 
significance, and how the significance can be enhanced and maintained.  This relies on a full 
understanding of the item‟s significance and a review of the constraints and opportunities arising out of 
that significance. 

This section of the report revises the conservation policies set out in the White City Conservation 
Management Plan, March 2008 by Conybeare Morrison International Pty Ltd. The previous policy and 
discussion of the revisions suggested are included in the section below. 

6.2 POLICY REVIEW 

Section 6.2.1 Introduction and Section 6.2.2 Policy Principles including information copied from the 2008 
CMP for the site. Note that where unmarked, information from the 2008 CMP has been copied in italic to 
denote the difference. 

6.2.1 INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of the conservation policies set out in this section is to provide an in-principle guide to 
actions to be followed in the development, care, maintenance and long term use of Lower Paddington 
and White City Tennis Courts, so that their cultural significance is retained and enhanced. 

The preceding conservation analysis has established the significance of Lower Paddington and the White 
City Tennis Courts and the constraints arising from and associated with that significance. These have 
been set out as follows, dividing the study into two precincts, firstly the area of Lower Paddington and 
secondly, that of White City Tennis Centre. 

The primary significance of Lower Paddington relates to the following: 

 It is an area where aboriginal camps and white settlement co-existed until the 1860s; 

 It provides an understanding of the extent and original topography of swamplands of the original 40 
acre land parcel granted to William Thomas in 1817; 

 It is associated with the so-called Chinese Market Gardens, which provided fresh fruit and vegetables 
to the metropolitan region; 

 It is aesthetically distinctive as an expansive area of open, low green space, encompassing 
Rushcutters Bay, Weigall Sports Grounds, White City Tennis Courts and Trumper Park; 

 Walker Avenue, a unique pocket of Federation housing in Paddington, dating from 1912-13 and 
noteable for their distinctive facades with Art-Nouveau motifts; 

 Trumper Park is associated with the famous cricket batsman, Victor Trumper; and for its continuous 
use for cricket since 1898; 

 Weigall Sports Ground for its association with Sydney Grammar School and Albert Weigall, principal 
from 1866 to 1895, after which it is named. 

The primary significance of White City Tennis Courts relates to the following: 

 White City Amusement Park occupied the site between 1913 and 1917. While the amusement park 
took its name from a theme park in England, it in turn passed on that name to the existing tennis court 
complex; 
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 The White City Tennis complex was the largest area of open air tennis courts in the Sydney 
Metropolitan Area and has operated continuously on the site from 1922. 

 The Centre Courts at White City are associated with numerous Australian and International tennis 
tournaments, in particular the Davis Cup, which has attracted world class players. These two tennis 
courts, one grass and the other Rebound Ace, provided world standard tennis court surfaces; 

 The NSW Lawn Tennis Association and White City Tennis Club have had long-standing associations 
with the tennis courts and had a significant part to play in the history of social and professional tennis 
in the region and state; 

 The NSW Lawn Tennis Association and White City Tennis Club have been housed in both individual 
and joint clubhouses on the site over that period. Social events have been held in these clubhouses 
and been attended by the eastern suburbs social and celebrity set. These two clubs were housed 
jointly in the Clubhouse under the Northern Stand between 1971-1999; 

 The stand on the southern side of the Centre Courts was built in 1923 and was the first to be 
constructed on the site and contained the Lawn Tennis Association Presidents’ and Ground 
Members’ seats; 

 The concrete stormwater channel which runs diagonally across the site follows the course of the 
original Glenmore Creek provides a rare identifiable element of the original landform 

 Unique views and vistas of Paddington are to be had from the perimeter and inside the site. 

The NSW Lawn Tennis Association has been relocated to Homebush and the current owners of the 
complex, Poplar Holdings Pty Ltd wish to be informed as to the possibilities for redevelopment of the site 
at White City, Paddington, according to the requirements of Woollahra Council. 

6.2.2 POLICY PRINCIPLES 

The analysis of the physical and documentary evidence has indicated the importance and varying 
categories and degrees of significance attached to the site and elements within it. 

The following conservation policy statements have regard to the constraints, issues and opportunities 
outlined above and in the preceding sections. In particular, the policies embrace the following principles: 

 Maximum retention of cultural significance ( Agreed 2013) 

 Maximum retention of significant functional relationships, spaces and fabric ( Agreed 2013) 

 Conservation/use to have regard to and be consistent with the relative significance of the whole and 
individual elements (Agreed 2013) 

 The use of professional conservation advice (Agreed 2013) 

 The observance and compliance with legislative requirements (Agreed 2013) 

 Management that minimises risk (Agreed 2013 ) 

 The maintenance of records ( Agreed 2013) 

 The enhancement of significance through interpretation (Agreed- 2013) 

 Allowing ongoing change whilst retaining key elements of significance (Agreed 2013) 

 Archival recording of significant elements that may be changed. (Agreed 2013) 
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6.2.3 GENERAL POLICIES 

The following policies from the 2004 CMP have been amended by Woollahra Council‟s White City DCP 
(September 2007), Annexure 1: White City conservation policy statements. A number of new policies 
have also been added with the update of this CMP in 2008. These policies are revised below. Note that 
policies that were listed in the 2008 CMP as „omitted‟ have been omitted entirely here. 

POLICY 1 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 1 DISCUSSION 

White City Tennis Centre is recognised as an area of 

cultural significance and should be managed in 

accordance with the provisions of the Burra Charter 

of Australia ICOMOS. 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No Change 

 

POLICY 1.1 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 1.1 DISCUSSION 

Retain the White City site as a predominantly 

grassed court tennis centre. 

The nature of tennis has changed, including its 

popularity, and the site also represents the opportunity to 

use some of the above flood level area as recreational 

facilities for the broader community, in keeping with the 

intention of the zoning. 

REVISED POLICY 

Investigate the retention of grass courts at White City as part of the overall potential recreation use of the site having 

regard to a lowering in demand for tennis and the increase in other forms of recreation in the area.  

 

POLICY 3 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 3 DISCUSSION 

White City Tennis Centre can be adaptively re-used 

in a manner that is appropriate and sympathetic to 

its cultural significance. 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change 
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POLICY 4 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 4 DISCUSSION 

Generally, retain historic fabric or individual items 

with a rating of Exceptional or High wherever 

possible. 

Refer to Section 4.0 for Significance and to Section 3.0 

for inventory sheets on individual items. 

The issue here is “wherever possible‟ the subject site has 

been subject to an engineering report and an associated 

assessment of the condition of the fabric. Much of the 

original stands around the centre courts is in poor 

condition and cannot economically be retained. It a 

matter of determining the appropriate retention and 

interpretation policy based on the condition and financial 

liability that the current building stock presents whilst 

retaining an „appropriate‟ amount of physical fabric to 

ensure the significance can be readily understood and 

appreciated. 

REVISED POLICY 

Generally, retain historic fabric or individual items with a rating of Exceptional or High, but only after investigation of 

condition and the opportunity to meaningfully adapt the place for future recreation use. 

 

POLICY 4.1 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 4.1 DISCUSSION 

Building location, design and uses – 

Tennis/Recreation Club Building: 

Public access from Glenmore Road is strongly 

encouraged 

The centre courts should be retained in their current 

locations and be the focus of any new development 

Tennis courts on upper roofs are not permitted, 

unless they are on a single storey element of the 

building. 

The uses are the acceptable uses for the site and the 

buildings. 

Public access from Glenmore road is dependent on 

traffic studies and is not a heritage matter. Pedestrian 

access may be possible and emergency evacuation to 

Glenmore Road is encouraged subject to studies and 

detailed design. 

The centre courts should be retained in their current 

location however the site is very limited for future 

recreation development due to the flooding issues and 

water table so the location of courts and the ability to 

interpret the history of tennis through retained fabric is a 

matter for further consideration. 

The opportunity of tennis courts on roofs is a matter for 

the investigation of amenity impacts depending on height 

and location. 

REVISED POLICY 

Building location, design and uses - 

Public access from Glenmore Road should be investigated in association with the current access from Alma Street. 

The „centre tennis courts‟ should be encouraged to be located in their current location however if that is not feasible, 
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upon further investigation, then recreational facilities in this location should have regard to the opportunities for 

interpretation, including potential use of adjoining stands and building elements. 

Tennis courts on roofs are permissible if they do not detrimentally impact on residential amenity. 

 

POLICY 6 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 6 DISCUSSION 

Any new development proposed for this site, where 

it falls within the Paddington Conservation Area, 

should be a contemporary interpretation, 

sympathetic with the traditional built forms of 

Paddington. 

This sort of development approach is not suitable for the 

subject site as it is not principally a residential site, is 

topographically separated and will have a scale of 

development different from the terrace and cottage 

character in the locality. The development should be 

clearly contemporary and should be of a high degree of 

design excellence with the aim to accommodate the 

proposed permissible uses. 

REVISED POLICY 

Any new development for this site, although it falls within the Paddington Conservation Area, should be 

contemporary, exhibit design excellence, exhibit a high degree of sustainable design and use materials that are 

complementary to the location and context. 

 

POLICY 7 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 7 DISCUSSION 

The policies of this document should be applied 

irrespective of the future use to which the buildings 

and sites are put. 

This is not a useful policy as if the site were to be 

rezoned for residential, for example, most of the policies 

would be unnecessary. The site has been demarcated 

for private recreational use and this would require a 

rezoning to change - therefore the policies should apply 

to the current zoning until there is a reason to change the 

zoning and subsequently the CMP and DCP. 

REVISED POLICY 

Delete Policy 7. 

 

POLICY 8 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 8 DISCUSSION 

The use of the White City Tennis Courts and 

Grounds should be consistent with the degree of 

significance of each component. 

Again, this is not a useful policy as it does not mean 

anything in the context of the current use of the site and 

the potential for further recreational uses. This has been 

covered under Policy 4, above. 
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REVISED POLICY 

Delete Policy 8 

 

POLICY 9 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 9 DISCUSSION 

The need for some change is recognised in order to 

achieve full utilisation. 

This is an understatement. The buildings are currently in 

a poor condition and the stands are generally in parlous 

condition. There is the opportunity to adapt, reconstruct 

and erect new buildings and facilities on the site. 

REVISED POLICY 

The need for change is recognised and the site should be adapted to new and improved uses to provide a 

financially viable community recreation facility to ensure the longevity of the history of the site for public recreation, 

including tennis. 

 

POLICY 10 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 10 DISCUSSION 

Changes in the functional use of the White City 

Tennis Centre should not obscure evidence of its 

historic use patterns. 

This is agreed. 

REVISED POLICY 

No change to Policy 10. 

 

POLICY 11 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 11 DISCUSSION 

Significant spaces should be used in such a way that 

enables an interpretation of their aesthetic values 

and spatial volumes. 

Agreed. 

REVISED POLICY 

No change to Policy 11. 
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6.2.4 USE OF THE CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN POLICY 

POLICY 13 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 13 DISCUSSION 

Development of the White City site is to be 

undertaken in accordance with the policy statements 

contained in the Annexure of the White City DCP. 

Not relevant now as the DCP should have one consistent 

set of policies. 

REVISED POLICY 

Delete Policy 13. 

 

POLICY 14 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 14 DISCUSSION 

A Heritage Impact Statement should be prepared to 

accompany any Development Application, which will 

assess the heritage impacts on significance fabric 

with reference to this Conservation Management 

Plan. 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change to Policy 14. 

 

POLICY 15 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 15 DISCUSSION 

A new Conservation Management Plan should refer 

to the adopted policy statements. The historical and 

physical evidence contained in the White City 

Conservation Management Plan, March 2008, should 

be referred to, updated and enhanced. 

Agreed, This document is part of the process to refer to, 

update and enhance. 

REVISED POLICY 

The Conservation Management Plan should have its base in the 2008 CMP and be regularly reviewed to ensure it is 

current and has relevance to the site. 

 

6.2.5 CONSERVATION PROCESSES 

POLICY 16 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 16 DISCUSSION 
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Conservation processes, which are appropriate for 

individual elements (spaces and fabric, including 

fittings and finishes), will be based upon the relative 

grading significance of the element, in accordance 

with the following policies: 

GRADING JUSTIFICATION STATUS 

Exceptional Rare or outstanding 

elements directly 

contributing to an item‟s 

local or state significance 

Fulfils criteria for 

Local or State listing 

High High degree of original 

fabric. Demonstrates a key 

element of the item‟s 

significance. Alterations do 

not detract from significance 

Fulfils criteria for 

Local or State listing 

Moderate Altered or modified 

elements. Elements with 

little heritage value, but 

which contribute to the 

overall significance of the 

item 

Fulfils criteria for 

Local or State listing 

Little Alterations detract from 

significance. Difficult to 

interpret 

Does not fulfil 

criteria for Local or 

State listing 

Intrusive  Damaging to the item‟s 

heritage significance 

Does not fulfil 

criteria for Local or 

State listing 

The significance of the elements of Lower Paddington 

and White City Tennis Courts have been identified in 

Section 4. 

The gradings have the following policy implications: 

GRADING POLICY IMPLICATION 

Exceptional (E) Preserve, restore and maintain all items and 

record relevant processes. If adaptation is 

necessary for the continued use of the place, 

minimise intervention, removal or obscuring of 

significant fabric. All intervention should be 

reversible and archivally recorded. 

High (H) Aim to preserve, restore and maintain all items 

and record relevant processes. Opportunity for 

adaptive reuse to preserve the ongoing viability 

of the place provided that significance is 

This is the standard policy for such places and should 

remain notwithstanding the potential difficulty of the 

adaptation of certain elements such as the centre courts, 

for example. The process of resolving this potential 

contradiction of the financial planning for the site should 

be dealt with under separate policies in the CMP. 
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retained or revealed. All intervention should be 

archivally recorded. 

Moderate (M) Aim to preserve, restore and maintain most 

items and record relevant processes. There is 

opportunity for adaptive reuse or partial 

removal may be permitted to preserve ongoing 

viability of the place, particularly if it reveals 

significance of a higher level. 

Little (L) Retain, adapt and add compatible new 

elements and/or removal as necessary for 

adaptive reuse, ongoing viability or in order to 

reveal significance of a higher level. 

Intrusive (I) Remove or adapt, in long term, to reduce 

adverse impact. 

 

REVISED POLICY 

No change 

 

6.2.6 VIEWS AND VISTAS 

POLICY 17 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 17 DISCUSSION 

Views and vistas into and across the White City site 

and lower Paddington should be retained and new 

views and vistas enhanced. 

Paddington is characterised by panoramic views and 

closed vistas due to its situation on a broad north-facing 

slope. Vistas into and across the White City site and 

Lower Paddington should be retained and new views 

created where possible. New development and street 

tree planting should respect existing view corridors. 

Significant vistas include those from the corner of Alma 

and Lawson Streets looking north across the site and 

New South Head Road looking south to the Paddington 

amphitheatre. 

Potential and existing vistas should be considered 

whenever new development or landscaping is to take 

place on the site. 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change 
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6.2.7 ACCESS 

POLICY 18 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 18 DISCUSSION 

All existing pedestrian access routes across the site 

should be retained and enhanced. 

The desired future character of the Lower Paddington 

area is to enable people to walk to shops, public 

transport, parks and entertainment facilities in a safe, 

pleasant and healthy environment. Paddington has been 

and should continue to be primarily a pedestrian place. 

Pedestrian connections link the residential areas of 

Paddington via the escarpments to transport and open 

space. Existing pedestrian access routes across the 

White City site include those between Trumper Park, 

Alma Street and Rushcutters Bay. Their retention would 

enable appreciation and interpretation of the flatlands as 

an important open space with historic and social 

associations. 

The pedestrian routes across the site cannot be 

guaranteed due to the permission required from 

neighbouring land holders. The access has been closed 

since this policy was written. 

REVISED POLICY 

Investigate the potential to reopen the pedestrian access across the site in association with adjoining land owners. 

 

POLICY 19 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 19 DISCUSSION 

Improve pedestrian connections through the site by 

exploring new pedestrian access routes. 

In addition to existing access routes, new ones could be 

development that could be utilised by the local 

community as well as promoted as tourist walks. The 

accessibility of the open spaces could be enhanced with 

improved stair and ramp connections including possible 

paths to Rushcutters Bay. 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change 

 

POLICY 19.1 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 19.1 DISCUSSION 
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Pedestrian and cycle access: 

 A pedestrian/cycle path must be provided 

between New South Head Road and Alma Street. 

It should have a minimum width of 3 metres, to 

allow for safe and convenient combined use. 

Public access is strongly encouraged. 

 Secure and accessible bike storage is to be 

provided. The number of spaces is to at least 

meet the requirements set down in the 

publication entitled “Guide to Traffic 

Engineering Practice Part 14 – Bicycles”, section 

edition 1999, Austroads Publications. 

Agreed- but not controlled by this policy 

REVISED POLICY 

The Policy should state: 

This pedestrian and cycle access policy should be implemented if legally possible, and includes:  

 as above in the two dot points. 

 

POLICY 21 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 21 DISCUSSION 

The two crossings of the stormwater channel form 

part of the pedestrian access routes through the site 

and should be retained. 

Two bridges cross the stormwater channel and form part 

of existing pedestrian access routes through the site. 

While the bridge located on the eastern perimeter of the 

site has some aesthetic qualities and could be retained, 

the bridge to the west of the site has associations that 

are predominantly social and historic, and for these 

reasons could be development with an alternative 

structure appropriate for pedestrian and vehicular 

access. 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change 
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6.2.8 DEVELOPMENT ON THE SITE 

Future site planning should be aimed at achieving the 

following objectives: 

 To remove incompatible elements from culturally 

significant items in order to restore a proper setting 

whenever the opportunity arises; 

 To ensure new development is sited so that an 

appropriate visual curtilage is preserved for items of 

cultural significance. 

Development should be confined to the Development 

areas indicated on Figure 5.2 and in accordance with the 

following policies. 

Fig 5.2 – Heritage opportunities and constraints 

 

 

 

 

Agreed 

 

 

 

The analysis of the site has been developed since this 

Figure was developed and this may require a different 

approach. The ownership and future potential of the site 

has also changed. The figure is too specific for a CMP 

document and is more akin to a DCP and should be 

removed from the CMP.  
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AREA A – VALLEY FLOOR PRECINCT – see Figure 5.2 

Development Area A lies between the Clubhouse to the south, Eastern Suburbs Railway to the north, the 
boundary of the site on the western side and the edge of the flatland to the east. 

POLICY 22 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 22 DISCUSSION 

The existing grass tennis courts at the White City 

tennis centre are of high significance. The area is to 

be retained as open space in order to preserve the 

significant topographical form of the former flatlands 

and swamps. 

The grass tennis courts are now not required for 

recreation due to a change in public demand. The space 

will remain as recreation space but may not be able to be 

retained financially for tennis. 

REVISED POLICY 

Delete Policy 22. 

 

POLICY 22.1 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 22.1 DISCUSSION 

Retain the unbuilt area to the north of the club house 

building by providing tennis courts, principally of 

grass. 

The topographical form of the Paddington Heritage 

Conservation area is shaped into a natural amphitheatre 

facing north over the flatlands and former swamps, as 

represented by a uniformly grassed area. Its visual 

significance stems from the fact that it is completely 

grassed, providing a consistent and even landscape 

texture. Its natural formation allows views of Rushcutters 

Bay, Sydney Harbour, and westwards to the city. 

As above. The grass tennis courts are now not required 

for recreation due to a change in public demand. The 

space will remain as recreation space but may not be 

able to be retained financially for tennis. 

REVISED POLICY 

Delete Policy 22.1 

 

POLICY 23 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 23 DISCUSSION 

The White City tennis centre should aim to continue 

the traditional use and where possible enhance 

connections to adjacent green spaces, and as such 

development should be avoided in these areas. 

The White City tennis Grounds form an important link 

between Trumper Park to the east, Weigall Sports 

Ground to the west (a private open space within the 

Although this CMP has no power to control or decide for 

policies outside its boundaries the principle of open 

space networks is one which is supported. The adjacent 

green spaces are not defined however the spaces on the 

site not subject to flooding may be able to be developed 

for the purpose of the zoning, having regard to the 

significance of the site. 
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institution of Sydney Grammar), Rushcutters Bay Park 

and the Harbour to the north. The Paddington 

Conservation Area is characterised by a variety of open 

space and landscape features of which the flatland parks 

and playing fields of Trumper Oval and Weigall 

Sportsground form part. It is important that these areas 

should be retained, enhanced and where possible united 

as a precinct of open spaces. 

REVISED POLICY 

The owners of the site should aim to continue the traditional use and where possible enhance connections to 

adjacent green spaces, and as such development should be avoided in these areas, except above the flood prone 

areas on the subject site where the opportunity exists to develop enhanced community recreation facilities. 

 

POLICY 24 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 24 DISCUSSION 

The location of the concrete stormwater channel 

should be retained as a visible expression of the 

Glenmore Creek. The significant elements should be 

interpreted. 

Stormwater management should be augmented where 

possible. The concrete stormwater channel that cuts the 

site diagonally is the approximate footprint of the former 

Glenmore Crreek, which flowed from Upper Paddington 

through to Rushcutters Bay. The location of this 

stormwater drainage channel should be retained as a 

visible expression of the original creek through the 

LaCrozia Valley. 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change 

 

TABLE 2 – POLICY 25 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 25 DISCUSSION 

New landscaping in the area should respect the 

significance of the open flatland nature of the area. 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change 
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AREA B – CENTRE COURTS PRECINCT – see Figure 5.2 

The Centre Courts precinct is bounded by Sydney Grammar Preparatory School on the west, Media 
Apartments to the east, Glenmore Road to the south and the Clubhouse to the north. 

Area “B” as identified on Fig 5.2 is already built up with grandstands and the clubhouse and could be 
developed to a similar height as the 3-storey Paddington terraces along Glenmore Road. The South 
Stand could be interpreted within a new development that extends further to the east as well as some 
new development to replace the existing western and northern stands. The new building form should 
interpret the former grandstand forms with a receding, stepped or other sympathetic profile so that the 
space of the Centre Courts is contained. Adequate spectator seating should be provided to accommodate 
the continuing use for local competition. The footprint of the former stands could remain evident. The 
Centre Courts should remain, however, the Rebound Ace court may be replaced with a lawn. An 
interpretation of famous tennis players could be identified in paving, walls or a small museum or gallery. 

Possible uses for this site could include a mixed development concerned with sport, recreation and 
lifestyle interest such as: a sporting (country) club, swimming pool, gymnasium, squash courts, cricket 
centre, health spa, sports medicine, basketball, etc. 

Further development might include some small shops to Glenmore Road or cafes or restaurants. 

RESPONSE 

The limitations provided by the site are many, including maintaining as many suitable grass courts as 
possible. The CMP is not a place for such a specific design solution as this may be included in the DCP. 

This section should be deleted and matters pertaining to retention and uses included in the Policies.  

POLICY 26 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 26 DISCUSSION 

The Centre Courts at White City should be retained 

and maintained as active tennis courts with quality 

surfaces. The traditional lawn surface may be 

reinstated on the western court if required. 

The Centre Courts have been the focal point of many 

international and national competition tournaments and 

have high significance. The original courts were of lawn 

but in 1989 a Rebound Ace court was installed. The 

traditional surface may be reinstated if required. 

Agreed, however the area for active recreation is limited 

and the issue relates to making sense of the centre 

courts without retaining the grandstands in their current 

locations. Due to the lack of an audience for the centre 

court there is no reason to maintain the current stands, 

especially as they are in poor condition and require 

extensive work, except to retain any significant fabric 

from a technical aspect. 

REVISED POLICY 

As the relocation of the competition has moved to Homebush the eventual use of area currently occupied by the 

centre courts may be determined as active recreation use generally as long as the site is well interpreted and 

recognition of the location and function of the Courts is recognised. 

As stated in the CM+CMP possible future uses for this site include a mixed development concerned with sport, 

recreation and lifestyle interests such as: a sporting club, swimming pool, gymnasium, squash courts, cricket centre, 

health spa, sports medicine, basketball etc. 
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POLICY 27 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 27 DISCUSSION 

The sense of arena provided by the grandstands with 

a central focus on the significance Centre Courts 

should be interpreted to maintain the excitement of 

the place. 

The existing elements of the grandstands are of cultural 

significance due to their association with the Centre 

Courts. The heritage significance of this area may be 

enhanced and reinstated by the sensitive adaptive reuse 

of the area. New development must follow Conservation 

principles and policies set down in Section 6 and in 

accordance with the specific policies for each element in 

Section 3.0. 

Agreed, however it will be difficult to maintain the 

excitement of the place when no competition tennis is 

played there.  

REVISED POLICY 

The sense of the arena provided by the grandstands with a central focus on the significant centre courts should be 

interpreted. 

 

POLICY 28 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 28 DISCUSSION 

Continued Centre Court Access 

Development around Centre Courts should enable 

the continued use of the Centre Courts for the 

recreational function of tennis. Future subdivision of 

the surrounding land must not extinguish the right to 

this traditional use. 

From 1922 to 1999 the Centre Courts area operated as a 

private tennis club of international repute. While Tennis 

NSW and the major tournaments have been relocated to 

Homebush, Tennis NSW and White City Club will 

continue to own and operate the facility as a tennis club, 

with club and inter-club matches on Centre Courts. This 

will continue the traditional function on the historic Centre 

Courts. 

Since the CMP was written the Hakoah Club has 

purchased the site. This Club has no history of tennis 

use however is able to maintain the tennis function in 

part on the site as part of an active recreation use. There 

is no opportunity now to formally continue the historic 

function of the centre courts. There is no known proposal 

to subdivide the land immediately around the centre 

courts. 

REVISED POLICY 

Development around the site of the centre courts should enable the continued active recreation use, potentially 

being tennis use and the interpretation of the historic tennis use. Any future subdivision of the surrounding land must 

not extinguish the right to this traditional use, either on the centre court or in its environs. 
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POLICY 29 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 29 DISCUSSION 

The Centre Court arena and the containment of the 

space should be enclosed to interpret and reflect the 

raked forms of the former grandstands. 

In order to conserve the significance of the Centre Courts 

and ensure its continued use, it is important that the 

sense of arena in the historic layout is interpreted and 

reflected in any new design. This could be achieved by: 

 Raking back the built form to interpret the profile of 

the original stands or 

 Stepping back the built form combined with an 

interpretation of the stands at the lower level. This 

should include access, public seating and awnings 

to interpret the former structures and to provide a 

human scale around the courts. Seating and 

awnings should be centred on the Centre Courts 

and not extend the full extent of the building. The 

containment of the east and western sides could be 

achieved with open seating and landscape if there is 

no development in these areas 

 The height of development along the Glenmore 

Road boundary should be limited to not exceed the 

height of a three storey Paddington terrace house 

 Ensure any new work is in harmony with the 

architecture of adjacent buildings of heritage 

significance.  

It is agreed that an arena style building be should 

employed. 

This can be achieved in a manner that is not a replica of 

the existing dilapidated courts but a new recreation 

complex that is located in the same position and can 

interpret the original focal point. The level of the court 

has to change due to drainage issues so the court would 

have to be raised under any use of the site.   

REVISED POLICY 

An arena style building should be employed on the centre court site. This should be achieved in a manner that is not 

a replica of the existing dilapidated courts but a new recreation complex that is located in the same position and can 

interpret the original centre courts.  

 

POLICY 30 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 30 DISCUSSION 

The space around the Centre Courts must comply 

with the New Metric Handbook Planning and Design 

Data when determining the extent of area required 

around the Centre Courts. 

Not relevant to a CMP. 
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REVISED POLICY 

Delete clause 

 

POLICY 31 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 31 DISCUSSION 

Sustainable Conservation Management Strategy – 

The proposed White City Management Strategy 

should include for the provision of seating around 

the Centre Courts, the extent sufficient to ensure that 

these courts continue as the central focus for 

important tennis events on the site. 

This is not a sustainable conservation strategy and has 

been dealt with above in relation to the centre courts. 

REVISED POLICY 

Delete policy 

 

POLICY 32 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 32 DISCUSSION 

Interpretation – Sufficient Moveable Heritage from 

the collections managed by Tennis NSW and the 

White City Club should be retained and displayed in 

publicly accessible areas associated with Centre 

Courts, to demonstrate the historic and social 

significance and the continuing association with 

competition tennis matches on Centre Court. 

The Interpretation Strategy and Plan for the interpretation 

of the history and significance of the whole site (See 

Policy 47) should adequately address the Centre Courts. 

Interpretation adjacent to Centre Courts could include 

weatherproof graffiti resistant panels at the rear of at 

least the northern seating area. The interpretation should 

include appropriate memorabilia from the Australian 

Tennis Museum and White City Club collections and 

significant moveable heritage on the site (White City Sign 

and potentially historic maintenance equipment). Items 

from the Australian Tennis Museum could be either on 

loan or high-quality reproductions. 

Interpretation of the Centre Courts arena should also be 

addressed in the stepped form and setbacks of any new 

development around the courts. 

The principal Policy is considered sound but is confused 

by the sub text. 
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REVISED POLICY 

Interpretation – Sufficient Moveable Heritage from the collections managed by Tennis NSW and the White 

City Club should be retained and displayed in publicly accessible areas associated with Centre Courts, to 

demonstrate the historic and social significance and the continuing association with competition tennis 

matches on Centre Court. 

 

 

AREA E - THE SITE OF THE FORMER CLUBHOUSE – see Figure 5.2 

The c.1922 NSWLTA Clubhouse was demolished in c. 1969 for the Eastern Suburbs railway. The 
building was partially located on what is now RTA land, with the northern section on White City land. 

POLICY 35 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 35 DISCUSSION 

If linear runs associated with the NSWLTA 

Clubhouse are located, aim to retain insitu, or if 

required remove after both measured drawings and 

photographic recording. Development on the site 

should include interpretation of the former Lawn 

Tennis Clubhouse, its former use and historical 

context. A contemporary architectural style would be 

appropriate. 

This Policy is far to detailed for such a site. A simpler 

policy is required. 

REVISED POLICY 

Development on the site should include interpretation of the former Lawn Tennis Clubhouse, its former use and 

historical context. A contemporary architectural style would be appropriate. 

 

AREA F – NORTHERN PERMIETER ADJACENT NEW SOUTH HEAD RD – see Figure 5.2 

Area on New South Head Road to the west of the former Clubhouse is not part of the current landholding. 

POLICY 36 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 36 DISCUSSION 

This area should be treated with sensitivity to 

acknowledge its focal position relative to Paddington 

and its potential to create vistas from New South 

Head Road to the Paddington slopes. 

Care should be taken to retain existing vistas and to 

create opportunities for new views wherever possible. It 

will be necessary to ensure street trees are integrated 

with the urban elements so that they do not obscure 

significant views. The trees planted on the New South 

Head Road traffic island which obstruct vistas should be 
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removed or thinned. 

REVISED POLICY 

Delete Policy for the purposes of this site. 

 

POLICY 37 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 37 DISCUSSION 

The Service Station may be removed or retained as 

operational within an appropriate and sympathetic 

development that enhances the entrance to White 

City from New South Head Road. 

The structure and work area negatively impacts on the 

existing entrance to White City from New South Head 

Road and the views to the north from the site. Removal 

or appropriate and sympathetic re-developed in the area 

accordance with the historical context is recommended. 

A more transparent built form may enhance possible 

views and vistas. 

Not appropriate for the Hakoah Club Pty Ltd. 

REVISED POLICY 

Delete Policy for the purposes of this site. 

 

POLICY 38 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 38 DISCUSSION 

The rear (southern façade) of the service station is 

intrusive and should be treated in a more 

sympathetic manner, taking advantage of the vistas 

that are evident from this location. Landscape 

should be used to „green‟ the area. 

Not appropriate for the Hakoah Club Pty Ltd. 

REVISED POLICY 

Delete Policy for the purposes of this site. 
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6.2.9 WHITE CITY TENNIS CENTRE 

POLICY 44 – VEHICLE ACCESS AND PARKING 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 44 DISCUSSION 

Vehicle Access and Parking 

 Driveways and parking areas should be 

contained and restricted to clearly designated 

 Any new parking areas should be carefully 

designed so as not to detract from heritage 

items or require removal of the significant 

landscape features identified in section 4.3 

 

Not appropriate in the CMP spaces 

 

Appropriate 

REVISED POLICY 

Any new parking areas should be carefully designed so as not to detract from heritage items or require removal of 

the significant landscape features identified in section 4.3 

 

POLICY 45 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 45 DISCUSSION 

Paving surfaces in the White City site should relate 

in colour and texture to the existing paving materials 

of Paddington. 

The traditional pavement surfaces used in the public 

spaces of Paddington are major contributors to the 

suburb‟s homogenous character. The traditional 

materials used in the footpath and roadway surfaces of 

Paddington were asphalt and “depression” concrete. The 

objective is to maintain the simple honesty of 

Paddington‟s original road and footpath pavements as 

homogenous elements of the built form. The limit the 

palette of materials used in footpath and roadway 

pavements in the area maintains that homogeneity. 

This is a separate site and has no physical or aesthetic 

relationship to the subdivision of the Paddington urban 

area. 

 

 

 

REVISED POLICY 

All new design on the White City site should be designed by experienced and qualified landscape designers to 

ensure a high quality precinct. 
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POLICY 46 – KERBS AND GUTTERS 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 46 DISCUSSION 

Kerbs and Gutters 

Ensure any new kerbs and gutters that are replaced 

or introduced on the White City site and in Lower 

Paddington maintain a homogeneity of colour and 

texture of materials of the area. 

The texture and colour provided by the sandstone kerbs 

and gutters in Paddington are an important characteristic 

of many streets. The Paddington Council deliberately 

introduced sandstone kerbs and gutters after 1871 as 

part of a works program aimed at improving the 

standards of public roads. These features have historical 

and social significance as well as aesthetic significance. 

 

This is a separate site and has no physical or aesthetic 

relationship to the subdivision of the Paddington urban 

area. Refer to Policy 45. 

 

REVISED POLICY 

Delete policy 

 

POLICY 47 – INTERPRETATION AND SIGNAGE FOR WHITE CITY 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 47 DISCUSSION 

Interpretation and Signage for White City 

An Interpretation Strategy for the whole of the White 

City site, prepared by an appropriately qualified 

practitioner, should form part of the development 

application for works on the site. A detailed program, 

based on this strategy, should be prepared and 

incorporated in the detail design process. 

The Strategy should include interpretation that: 

 Informs and captures the essence of the place, 

its history, previous uses, cultural significance 

and context in an easily accessible manner; 

 Is in a style, colour and form based on an 

integrated system that is coordinated with 

adequate directional signage, design the 

minimise visual intrusion; 

 Is manufactured of high quality durable 

materials; 

 Appropriate alternative, innovative means to 

interpret the place, such as sound, media 

coverage, electronic (audio/visual) stations or 

Agreed 
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artwork as well as the more traditional display 

methods 

 Addresses issues related to equal access on the 

site such as wheelchair access, visual and 

hearing impairment. 

The significance of the White City site should be 

adequately interpreted in high traffic areas or a museum 

to allow contemporary observers to become acquainted 

with the known and forgotten links with the site. The 

historic layers from wetlands to the tennis complex and 

the continuing association of the Centre Courts with 

tennis competition should be explained. 

The interpretation should include appropriate 

memorabilia from the Australian Tennis Museum and 

White City Club collections and other significant 

moveable heritage on the site (White City Sign and 

potentially historic maintenance equipment). The 

retention on site of sufficient moveable heritage, from the 

Australian Tennis Museum, is required to interpret the 

significance of the 1922-1999 use as a premier tennis 

complex on the world wide stage. Items from the 

Australian Tennis Museum could be either on loan or 

high-quality reproductions. Exhibitions should be 

refreshed on a regular basis to ensure an enjoyable 

experience for visitors. 

This Interpretation Policy should be reviewed as part of 

the five (5) yearly Conservation Management Plan 

review process. 

REVISED POLICY 

No change to policy 

 

POLICY 49 - RECORDING 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 48 DISCUSSION 

Recording 

It is important that change on the site is recorded for 

future generations. Recording should: 

 Ensure that a record of the methodology, scope 

or works and condition of significant items prior 

to, during and after all works are lodged with 

Woollahra Council and archived on site 

 Ensure recording, when required, is undertaken 

 

Agreed 
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in accordance with the NSW Heritage Office 

Guidelines for Photographic Recording of 

Heritage Items 2004. A photographic record is 

generally sufficient, however, in the case of 

major modifications involving demolition to 

significant items a more thorough recording, 

including measured drawings, should be 

undertaken. 

REVISED POLICY 

No change to policy 

 

POLICY 49 - MAINTENANCE 

POLICY 49.1 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 49.1 DISCUSSION 

Ensure items listed on the NSW State Heritage 

Register are maintained in accordance with the 

Minimum Standards for Maintenance and Repair. 

Heritage Amendment Regulation 1999, NSW 

Government Gazette No 27. Remedial works itemised 

in Appendix 9 should be undertaken as a matter of 

urgency. 

As the White City site, Centre Courts and Tennis NSW 

Memorabilia Collection are rated of significance at a 

state level for their social and historic significance, the 

items are eligible for consideration for listing on the NSW 

Heritage Register. Although no items are listed on the 

NSW Heritage Register at the time of writing (2004), 

future listings would require the owners to maintain and 

repair heritage listed items in accordance with Heritage 

Amendment Regulation 1999. See Appendix 6. The 

standards do not require owners to restore the heritage 

items but where works are needed, owners may apply for 

financial assistance through the NSW Heritage Office. 

The standards set out in the regulation relate to: 

 Weatherproofing 

 Fire protection 

 Security 

 Essential maintenance. 

This Policy is important as it illustrates the issue of 

placing the place on the Register in its current condition 

and use. The policy in effect requires the minimum 

standard of repair to buildings that will be demolished or 

highly altered or added to in the future. 

This Policy is not relevant at the current time and should 

be revised. 
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REVISED POLICY 

If the site is placed on the NSW State Heritage Register then they should maintained in accordance with the 

Minimum Standards for Maintenance and Repair. Heritage Amendment Regulation 1999, NSW Government 

Gazette No 27, having regard to their relative significance. 

 

 

POLICY 50 – NEW WORKS 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 50 DISCUSSION 

New Works 

The appropriate level of significance of any element 

shall be determined prior to deciding the acceptable 

level of intervention and reaction to be executed. 

Before any major works are undertaken, review all 

available documentary and physical evidence in 

order to guide effective conservation work. 

If any Aboriginal or European artefacts are 

discovered during the excavation process, work 

should be halted immediately until compliance with 

the statutory requirements set out in Section 5.4 is 

achieved. 

 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change to policy 

 

POLICY 51 – ABORIGINAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 51 DISCUSSION 

Aboriginal Archaeology 

There are no known Aboriginal sites in the study 

area. Nevertheless, because Aborigines would have 

lived in the Rushcutters Bay area for several 

thousand years it is possible that Aboriginal 

artefacts and sites could be found during the future 

development of White City. Therefore mitigation 

procedures are recommended including compliance 

with the Statutory requirements for Aboriginal sites. 

Refer Section 5.4. 

 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 
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No change to policy 

 

POLICY 52 – ARCHAEOLOGY 

POLICY 52.1 - RELICS 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 52.1 DISCUSSION 

Relics 

 Section 139 of the Heritage Act states that if it is 

likely that a relic might be uncovered during any 

disturbance or excavation of land then an 

Excavation Permit should be applied for from the 

NSW Heritage Council. The excavation permit 

form must be signed by the Applicant and the 

Land Owner, as well as by the archaeologist. The 

Heritage Council attaches certain conditions to 

the permit approval to ensure that the 

archaeological remains are researched and 

conserved to the exacting standards. 

 If geotechnical coring is planned by the 

development engineers to obtain geological 

profiles of the Study Area prior to building, then 

an exception to an excavation permit must be 

applied for from the Heritage Council. 

Remnant fabric may be removed after photographic 

recording. It is likely that historic relics may be uncovered 

during development in the Study Area, especially along 

the stormwater easement, and in the north-east corner of 

the site on New South Head Road. Before development 

begins an excavation permit should be applied for. As 

part of the permit application a research design for the 

project and a detailed methodology must be submitted. 

 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change to policy 

 

POLICY 52.2 – REMNANT SANDSTONE WALLS 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 52.2 DISCUSSION 

Remnant Sandstone Walls 

 Aim to preserve, restore and interpret remnant 

Agreed 
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sandstone walls associated with the former 

Cinecraft building along the south and western 

boundaries of DP430612. 

REVISED POLICY 

No change to policy 

 

POLICY 52.3 – NSWLTA CLUBHOUSE FOOTINGS 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 52.3 DISCUSSION 

NSWLTA Clubhouse Footings 

 If linear runs associated with the NSWLTA 

Clubhouse are located, aim to retain insitu, or if 

required remove after both measured drawings 

and photographic recording. The evidence 

should form part of the interpretation of the 

clubhouse in this area. 

Linear runs of footings may throw light on the internal 

layout of the former clubhouse. However the fabric 

associated with the former NSWLTA Clubhouse may be 

retained insitu or if required, removed after photographic 

recording as it is unlikely to provide other significant new 

information. 

 

Duplicated above. Refer to Policy 35 

REVISED POLICY 

Delete policy 

 

POLICY 53 - LANDSCAPE 

POLICY 53.1 – LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 53.1 DISCUSSION 

Landscape elements 

 Consideration to be given to the retention and 

protection of 47 significant landscape items 

including one stand. 

 Consideration to be given to the removal of 12 

items including two stands containing multiple 

items. 

 A comprehensive Landscape Plan should 

include planting with new trees or shrubs as 

 

 

Since 2007 a lot of change has occurred on the site with 

regard to landscape items and the site boundaries have 

changed. Landscaping is important and a new landscape 

strategy should be prepared with any future proposal. 
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appropriate. 

 Protection of trees and shrubs to be retained 

should be achieved through the implementation 

of suitably acceptable current horticultural and 

aboricultural technology providing for the 

integration of existing vegetation within a new 

development. 

It is recommended that of the 59 significant vegetation 

items including three stands of trees and shrubs 

examined within the White City site, 47 items, including 

one stand, should be retained and 12 items, including 2 

stands containing multiple items, should be removed. 

See Appendix 14. 

REVISED POLICY 

A Landscape Plan should be prepared for any new application for the site which should include an assessment of 

existing vegetation. 

 

POLICY 53.2 – LANDSCAPE SPACES 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 53.2 DISCUSSION 

Landscape Spaces 

Landscape Space 1 – former practice courts 

 Aim to retain tennis courts in this location. The 

surfaces may be altered. 

 The historic association with the Centre Courts 

should be interpreted. 

Landscape Space 2 – south of channel 

 Retain as open space and aim to continue 

traditional recreational use 

 All intervention to be archivally recorded 

 New landscaping should respect the 

significance of the flatland 

Landscape Space 3 – north-eastern border 

 Aim to retain and maintain significant trees 

 Area may be otherwise utilised for as required 

Landscape Space 4 – north of channel 

 Retain as open space and aim to continue 

 

 

Agreed 
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traditional use 

 New landscaping should respect the 

significance of the flatland 

Landscape Space 5 – former AGL site 

 The significant Tree 53 Ficus macrophylla, 

Morton Bay Fig should be retained and 

maintained. The area should be retained as open 

space. The court and remaining area may be 

retained or adapted as required. 

Landscape Space 6 – south west boundary 

 Aim to retain and maintain significant trees 

 The remaining area may be adapted as required. 

Landscape spaces are identified on Figure 3.21. 

Landscape elements in each area should be retained 

and protected in accordance with significance. 

REVISED POLICY 

No change to Policy 

 

POLICY 54 – MOVEABLE HERITAGE 

POLICY 54.1 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 54.1 DISCUSSION 

Heritage Office Moveable Heritage Principles should 

be adopted and implemented by the Tennis NSW 

Management Committee for Australian Tennis 

Museum collection, and by the White City Club for 

the significant Clubhouse memorabilia, White City 

sign and the potentially significant maintenance 

equipment. See Appendix 7. In part: 

 Educate the tennis community about how to 

identify and manage moveable heritage 

 Assess heritage significance before making 

decisions to manage donated items 

 Recognise the significance related to the 

indigenous community 

 Retain moveable heritage within its relationship to 

places and people 

 Provide community access to moveable heritage 

Although this Policy is complicated for a CMP it is 

generally accepted as the proper practice and is agreed. 
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and encourage interpretation 

 Ensure a detailed inventory is prepared/preserved 

and continued 

 Ensure safe storage to prevent theft and 

deterioration of fabric 

 A register should be kept of all items loaned to 

organisations for promotional or interpretational 

purposes 

 A signed contract stipulating the term and 

conditions of any loan, appropriate storage and 

handling requirements, and insurances required, 

should be lodged with the Museum Curator prior to 

any items being removed from the collections 

 Upgrading of the current facilities and accessibility 

to the Australian Tennis Museum is recommended. 

REVISED POLICY 

No change to policy 

 

POLICY 54.2 – AUSTRALIAN TENNIS MUSEUM COLLECTION 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 54.2 DISCUSSION 

Australian Tennis Museum Collection 

 The Australian Tennis Museum may be relocated 

to the Homebush site where major tennis events 

are now played. 

 Adequate set up and ongoing funding to ensure 

appropriate professional management should be 

identified prior to relocation of the Australian 

Tennis Museum collection. 

 Management of the collections should be in 

accordance with Policy 54.1. 

As the Tennis NSW collection relates to world tennis, it is 

appropriate to relocate it to a suitable facility where the 

major tournaments are held. However, prior to items 

being removed from the White City site, adequate set up 

and ongoing funding must be identified in order to ensure 

appropriate professional management and public access 

of the collection. Sufficient material to interpret the 

historic significance of the White City Tennis site must be 

represented on the site, and ongoing periodic changes to  

This policy is no longer relevant and requires updating in 

future. 
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the display materials at White City should be 

accommodated by Tennis NSW. This should be in 

accordance with a detailed Interpretation Plan for the 

site. See Policy 47. 

The Australian Tennis Museum is located under the 

Western Stand at White City. In Appendix 12 copies of 

the six Acquisition Registers detail the rich cornucopia of 

memorabilia held in the Museum, related to tennis 

including clothing, racquets, balls, trophies, film, 

photographs, letters, books, menus, stickers, postcards, 

tickets and souvenirs. Items relate to both local and 

international people and places. 

REVISED POLICY 

A policy for the Australian Tennis Museum Collection should be prepared in association with relevant parties. 

 

POLICY 54.3 – WHITE CITY CLUB MEMORABILIA AND MOVEABLE HERITAGE 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 54.3 DISCUSSION 

White City Club Memorabilia and Moveable Heritage 

Establish an inventory that identifies the provenance 

of the White City Club memorabilia and other 

significant moveable heritage and manage the 

collection in accordance with Policy 54.1. 

A register should be set up identifying provenance of the 

memorabilia. Oral history should form part of process. 

Sufficient material to interpret the historic significance of 

the White City Tennis complex must be represented on 

the site. This should be in accordance with a detailed 

Interpretation Plan for the site. See Policy 47. 

The interpretation should include appropriate 

memorabilia from the Australian Tennis Museum and 

White City Club collections and significance moveable 

heritage on the site (White City Sign and potentially 

historic maintenance equipment). The retention on site of 

sufficient moveable heritage, from the Australian Tennis 

Museum, is required to interpret the significance of the 

1922-1999 use as a premier tennis complex on the world 

wide stage. Items from the Australian Tennis Museum 

could be either on loan or high quality reproductions. 

Exhibitions should be refreshed on a regular basis to 

ensure an enjoyable experience for visitors. 

 

Agreed 
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REVISED POLICY 

No change 

 

POLICY 54.4 – WHITE CITY CLUB MEMORABILIA AND MOVEABLE HERITAGE 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 54.4 DISCUSSION 

White City Club Memorabilia and Moveable Heritage 

The NSWTA vehicular gates may be removed if 

required after archival recording. The gates should 

be retained on site and interpreted. The could be 

relocated and utilised as gates or fencing, or as part 

of an interpretation display. 

The NSWTA gates, currently installed to the south of the 

Ticket Building, are difficult to utilise in the present 

position due to the change of name to Tennis NSW and 

the relocation of the Tennis NSW Club to Homebush. It is 

recommended they be retained on site and interpreted. 

It is considered that if the gates are to be removed then 

storing them is not necessary and they should be 

recorded. 

REVISED POLICY 

Should the NSWTA gates be removed as part of the proposed development they should be recorded. Should there 

be a suitable location for their retention in a meaningful manner they may be retained on the site. 

 

POLICY 54.5 – WHITE CITY CLUB MEMORABILIA AND MOVEABLE HERITAGE 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 54.5 DISCUSSION 

White City Club Memorabilia and Moveable Heritage 

The White City Club historic maintenance equipment 

should be assessed for significance by an industrial 

archaeologist prior to preparation of the 

Interpretation Strategy or before items are removed 

from the site or altered/stripped for parts. Items of 

significance should be managed in accordance with 

the Moveable Heritage Principles. Record and 

interpret significant items. 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change 
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POLICY 54.6 – WHITE CITY CLUB MEMORABILIA AND MOVEABLE HERITAGE 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 54.6 DISCUSSION 

White City Club Memorabilia and Moveable Heritage 

The White City Sign at the entrance from New South 

Head Road should be retained and preserved. 

Consult conservator regarding appropriate treatment 

of fabric and finish. Enhance setting, or if relocation 

is required, record in situ and utilise for 

interpretation purposes, displayed in the round. 

Agreed 

REVISED POLICY 

No change 

 

POLICY 55 - EXEMPTIONS 

PREVIOUS CMP POLICY 55 DISCUSSION 

Exemptions 

 Tennis NSW should utilise the NSW Heritage 

Council‟s Standard Exempt Development for all 

items that are listed on the NSW Heritage Register. 

The Centre Courts and the Tennis NSW Memorabilia are 

rated as of significant at a state level for their social and 

historical significance. They are therefore eligible for 

consideration as a listing on the NSW Heritage Register. 

Although no items at the White City site are listed on the 

NSW Heritage Register at the time of writing (2004), 

future listing on the register would provide standard 

exemptions for minor works on the listed items. 

Proponents are required to write to the Director of NSW 

Heritage office setting out the need for the works listed 

as standard exemptions. If the Director is satisfied the 

works meet the criteria, the applicant will be notified. This 

has the advantage of reducing the time required for 

approvals from the Heritage Council. Major development 

proposed for works on items listed on the State Heritage 

Register still requires lodgement of a Heritage Act 

Section 60 form, assessment and approval by the 

Heritage Council. 

 

Standard Exemptions as listed in Conservation 

Management Plan exemptions, Nos 1-16, April 2003 

See Appendix 3 

 

Standard Exemptions as listed in Conservation 

 

The site has not been listed on the NSW Heritage 

Register and all considerations for exemptions should be 

deferred until the appropriate time. This is a standard 

process and need not be defined at his stage. 
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Management Plan exemptions 

Standard Exemption No: 6 Development Endorsed by 

the Heritage Council or Director states: 

“Development specifically identified as exempt 

development by a Conservation Policy or Strategy within 

a Conservation Management Plan that has been 

endorsed by the Heritage Council of NSW … does not 

require approval under s. 57(1) of the Act.” 

 

Specified actions in this Conservation Plan include: 

 Permitted replacement of the western Centre Court with 

lawn if required. See Policy 26. 

 Provision of clear space around the Centre Courts to 

comply with New Metric Handbook Planning and 

Design Data. See Policy 30. 

 Removal to and professional management of the 

Tennis NSW Memorabilia Collection at Tennis NSW 

Homebush site, with provision for interpretation at the 

White City site, in accordance with Policy 54.1, Policy 

54.2 and Policy 47 and Section 3.4.3 Moveable 

Heritage  -Tennis NSW Memorabilia Policy. 

REVISED POLICY 

Should the place be listed on the NSW Heritage Register in the future regard should be had to the Act in relation to 

the preparation of standard exemptions under the Act. 
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ITEM DETAILS 

Name of item Current name of the item 

White City, Tennis Centre and grounds – including: lawn tennis complex of 
centre courts arena, elements of southern grandstand and northern grandstand 
stage 1; natural green open valley floor; stormwater channel; White City Club 
memorabilia and vegetation including Moreton Bay Fig. 

Other name/s 

Former name/s 

Previous names or common names 

White City Tennis Centre, White City Amusement Park 

Item type 

(if known) 

Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex 

Built, Cultural landscape 

Item group (if known)  

Item category (if known)  

Area, Group or Collection 
Name 

Name of the area, group of collection to which the item belongs 

 

Address Street name OR direction from nearest town if non-urban. 

30 and 30A Alma Street, Paddington 

73-79 New South Head Road, Edgecliff 

81-83 New South Head Road, Edgecliff 
Suburb/town 

 
Provide suburb, town or nearest town. 

Paddington/Edgecliff 
Postcode 

2021/2027 
 

Local Government Area Local government area/s. 

Woollahra Municipality 

Property description Folio identifier for sites (Lot & DP) 

Lot 1 DP 1114604 – The Trustee of Sydney Grammar School 
Lot 2 DP1114604 – The Hakoah Club Limited and the Sydney Maccabi Tennis 
Club Limited. 
Lot 21 DP609145 – Crystal Car Wash Pty Ltd 
Lot 22 DP 609145 – Crystal Car Wash Pty Ltd 
Lot 1 & 2 DP 573377 – Sydney Water 
Lot 2 DP 234605 – Railcorp and The Trustee of Sydney Grammar School 

Owner 

 

Name of owner if government or ‘private’ if in private ownership 

Private – see above 

Current use 

 

Current use of the item – be brief 

Tennis courts, clubhouse and 
carpark, also service station, car 
wash, stormwater channel, land 
under railway viaduct 

Former use 

Former White City Amusement Park, 
Market gardens 

Statement of significance 

 

 

 

 

The statement of significance should set out the degree and nature of the significance of the item.  

The White City site is part of a significant historic and cultural landscape that 
demonstrates the evolution of Lower Paddington from the original land grant 
given in 1817 to William Thomas, as swampy land unsuitable for settlement to 
market gardening by Europeans and later as Chinese market gardens. The 
market gardens were replaced by the White City Amusement Park in 1913, and 
on its failure, the lands became the lawn tennis grounds known as White City.  
The sites’ complex overlays are of high significance for their ability to 
demonstrate a range of activities always based on open space uses. The 
original wetland is expressed in the uniformly level tennis courts, playing fields 
and parkland of White City, Weigall Sports Ground, Trumper Park and 
Rushcutters Bay Park. 

The White City site makes a distinctive aesthetic contribution to the Lower 
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Paddington area as part of the continuous green open valley floor that begins at 
Rushcutters Bay and merges together with the Weigall Sports Ground, White 
City tennis courts and Trumper Park. There are significant views into the site 
from New South Head Road, Neild Avenue across the Weigall Sports Ground, 
Alma Street, Glenmore Road, Walker Avenue and significant vistas from the site 
taking in the Paddington 'amphitheatre' and the city silhouette.  

The open stormwater channel that traverses the site is a highly significant 
historic element, being an arm of Sydney Water’s Rushcutters Bay Stormwater 
Channel No. 84, one of the first of nine purpose-built stormwater channels 
constructed in Sydney in the 1890s. The concrete channel follows the central 
axis of the La Crozia Valley allowing an understanding of the 18th century 
topography and the evolution from Glenmore Creek to an open sewer and finally 
to its current form.  

White City, in particular the centre courts complex, demonstrates exceptional 
historic, associative and social significance for the site’s relationship to the 
development of tennis as a form of recreation, entertainment and competition in 
NSW and Australia.  White City has been a highly significant sporting venue 
hosting many national and international tennis events including the Australian 
Open, Davis Cup, and NSW Open Championships.  The place has been 
associated with many famous tennis players, both Australian and international, 
and has contributed to the international perception of Australia as a world class 
sporting nation. White City demonstrates the high regard that the tennis 
community and wider community holds for the location of significant 
sporting/tennis championships, and as a historically prestigious sporting facility.  

White City is historically linked to the game of Lawn Tennis and the New South 
Wales Lawn Tennis Association which established the White City Tennis Centre 
in 1922.  The White City Tennis Centre was used by the NSW Lawn Tennis 
Association (Tennis NSW) and the White City Club, which have a long 
association with the social history of tennis in the region and the state. 
The centre courts arena and the surrounding grandstands are of high historic, 
associative and social significance, as the core precinct of the tennis complex. 
The centre courts space and its containment as an arena evoke a sense of 
occasion and are associated with memories of both victory and defeat. The 
centre court area contains the championship grass court used at the pinnacle of 
Davis Cup popularity and a synthetic grass court. 

The southern grandstand, initially constructed in 1923 and extended in the late 
1920s, is historically significant as the first stand to be constructed about the 
centre court, for its association with the Lawn Tennis Association Presidents’ 
and Ground Members’ seats, and for its continuous use from 1923 - 1999. It has 
aesthetic and technical significance for its engineering design and its ability to 
demonstrate the early development of new engineering solutions for larger 
purpose-built structures in Australia. It is representative of the development of 
early 20th century stadia.  

The northern grandstand stage 1, the Marsh Stand, built in the 1930s, is 
significant for its association with Henry Marsh, after whom the stand was 
named. Henry Marsh, and the President of the Lawn Tennis Association Charles 
T Bull, are credited with being the driving force in the search for the new 
grounds for the NSW Lawn Tennis Grounds Limited in 1919, which was formed 
to control and run the grounds of White City. The northern stand stage 1 is also 
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of historic significance for its ability to demonstrate the early development of the 
grounds and of early sporting facilities.  

White City has technical significance associated with the invention and use of 
the first Electric Scoreboard, which was built by Ted Both in 1952 for the NSW 
championships, and also with the first live telecast of tennis in Australia, the 
1957 NSW titles, one year after televising began in Australia. 

Level of significance State 

State: The centre courts complex as 
the location of the international and 
national tennis tournaments. 

Local 

Local: As per state and also the cultural landscape 
including the visual curtilage of Rushcutters Bay Park 
and Weigall Sports Ground. 

 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Name of the principal designer of the item, this may be an individual and/or company name. 

T.H.Eslick (White City Amusement Park) / White City - unknown 

Builder/maker Name of the builder or maker of the item, this may be an individual and/or company name. 

T.H.Eslick (White City Amusement Park) / White City – unknown 

Physical 
Description 

Describe the item’s main physical features, including surroundings and contents.   

White City is located within the broad La Crozia valley which extends from 
Rushcutters Bay south, then south-east to Trumper Park and includes Rushcutters 
Bay Park, Reg Bartley Oval and Weigall Sports Ground.  The valley lies within a 
natural amphitheatre with an escarpment to the residential areas of Edgecliff and the 
slopes of Paddington. It is characterised by large areas of open green space for 
tennis courts and playing fields.  

The stormwater channel that runs east-west through the site follows a line similar to 
the former Glenmore Brook, a natural water flow which joined La Crozia creek. The 
concrete channel is approximately 4.7 metres wide and 1.5 to 2 metres deep and 
creates a distinct break between the courts. There are two bridge crossings to allow 
pedestrian and vehicular traffic, one with a recent timber roof structure over the 
crossing. It occasionally floods with a combination of king tides and excessive rain.  

A service station is located on the site to the north of the railway viaduct with access 
from New South Head Road. A car wash is located on parcel east of the service 
station fronting New South Head Road. This part of the site is at a high level adjacent 
New South Head Road, creating a distinctive area separated by the railway viaduct. 
Two access roads lead down into the site beyond these buildings negotiating a 
substantial level change, however these access roads are not used and are blocked 
off with wire fencing and gates. 

The site contains three areas of car parking with the main car park located to the west 
of the club house, accessed from Alma Street.  Additional parking is located to the 
north of the stormwater channel and in an area under the railway viaduct, all 
accessed from the Alma Street carpark and used by Sydney Grammar School. 

The centre courts complex is located to the south-east corner of the site, surrounded 
by tennis courts to the east and north. The centre courts complex is positioned close 
to the escarpment that marks the distinction between the lower slopes of Paddington 
and the broad open valley floor of Rushcutters Bay. The centre courts arena consists 
of two tennis courts: one rebound Ace court and one grass court both running north-
south. The grass is a mixture of different varieties of couch grass. Surrounding the 
centre courts on all four sides are four separate grandstands: the oldest stand, the 
southern grandstand, from 1923; the northern grandstand, from the 1930s and 1970s; 
and the eastern and western grandstands, from the 1980s. 
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The southern grandstand is covered by a large sloping partially cantilevered roof 
supported by a complex timber and steel trussed roof structure on timber and steel 
posts and beams. Initially it sat 3,500 with 500 more seats erected at the rear and 
sides of the stand in the late 1920s. The side and northern additions evolved as the 
need arose to expand spectator facilities in line with the rise of the popularity and 
importance of tennis matches in Australia. The roof and back wall are externally clad 
in corrugated iron in the manner of a large rustic shed. This cladding is bedded down 
into the streetscape of Glenmore Road at a low-density scale. There is an exposed 
timber stud frame construction to the interior of the rear wall. The area under the 
stand contains a basement area. There are remnant metal loudspeakers in roof 
space for transmitting commentary; a glazed press box; wrought iron balustrading to 
the member’s section; and remnants of a rose garden in front of the stand. 

The northern grandstand stage 1 was constructed in the 1930s and contains an 
arched masonry wing below the seating with a covered ‘street’. The outward façade 
contains arches infilled with windows, doors, ticket booths and accessways to the 
arena flanked by painted directional signage. The remainder of the grandstand was 
constructed in the 1970s from brick and concrete. Various groups use this stand for 
recreational, athletic and sporting purposes. 

The eastern stand, constructed in 1985 to seat 600 people, was constructed in 
concrete blocks with lightweight steel trusses and a cantilevered metal roof. Player’s 
change rooms and lounges are below the grandstand. This stand is occupied by the 
Maccabi Tennis Club Pty Ltd who use the courts to the east. 

The western stand, rebuilt in 1989, is similar to the eastern stand but without a roof.  
A tennis museum with significant memorabilia was located below the western stand 
but in 2005 this moved to the Homebush Tennis Centre. The memorabilia associated 
with the White City Club is believed to remain on site. This stand is occupied by the 
Hakoah Club Pty Ltd, who use the centre courts. 

Vegetation is mostly in the form of a treed perimeter to the site and screen planting. 
The site contains a large variety of native and exotic species. A very large and 
aesthetically distinctive Moreton Bay Fig is located close to the centre of the valley 
floor adjacent the stormwater channel. 

Views and vistas Views from within the site are primarily of the valley floor and the surrounding slopes 
of the natural amphitheatre.  Views to the west are of the city skyline with dramatic 
city views visible at night.  Views to the north-east are dominated by the apartment 
buildings of Edgecliff.  Views to the south are of the amphitheatre of the Paddington 
slopes.  The Eastern Suburbs Railway viaduct is a major visual intrusion in the north 
of the site. 

The views into the site from the surrounding upper Paddington and Edgecliff areas 
are of a continuous green valley floor swath leading from Rushcutters Bay towards 
Trumper Park.  Closer to the site, views are more restricted by residential 
development and mature vegetation. 

Significant views over the site include the view from New South Head Road near 
Mahoney Lane which reveals a panoramic view of the densely developed slopes of 
Paddington.  Significant views into the site also include those from Neild Avenue 
across Weigall Sports Ground and from Glenmore Road over the southern courts.  
More intimate views can be seen from Alma Street and Walker Avenue. 
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Physical condition 

 
Hughes Trueman Structural Engineers provided a structural report on the 
grandstands in January 2004, finding that the southern and northern grandstands are 
in relatively good condition. The eastern and western stands were also found to be in 
good condition. Notwithstanding this summary conclusion, it is envisaged that some 
significant repairs are required to the southern stand, due to termite damage and 
some failure of elements. The northern stand has some water ingress issues 
requiring remediation. 

Tyrrells Property Inspections reported in detail on the condition of the site’s structures 
in 1998, noting but not quantifying: 

The southern grandstand requires repair work due to extensive termite damage, 
concrete spalling, corrosion of untreated steel and fungal decay.  

The northern spectator stand has concrete spalling and termite activity.  The rooms 
underneath have moisture damage, fungal decay and termite damage.  

The east and west spectator stands are generally in good condition, but with some 
corrosion to the roof and isolated concrete spalling.  

The club house requires fire services to be updated and some water penetration was 
evident. Numerous other issues noted. 

Construction years 
 

Start year 

 
 Finish year 

 
 Circa 

1913/1922 

 

Modification and  

Dates 

 

List all significant modifications and relevant dates with a brief description including the level of intrusion 
(considerable, some, little or none). 

1913 – Opening of White City Amusement Park. 
1917 – Destruction of White City Amusement Park by fire 
1922 – Official opening of Sydney Lawn Tennis Ground as White City  
1923 – Southern grandstand constructed; 500 seats were added in the late 1920s.  
1924 – Night lighting installed 
1925 – Sale to Sydney Grammar School of part of the grounds 
1930s –The northern stand constructed, resumption of storm water channel, land 
near New South Head Road leased as service station. 
1946 – Purchase of AGL site and removal of gasometer, renovation of Caretakers 
cottage as White City Club 
1948 – Opening of White City Club with liquor licence 
1952 – First electronic scoreboard  
1957 – First televised matches 
1963 – Sale of southwest corner at Alma Street to Sydney Grammar for Preparatory 
School 
1968 – Demolition of WCC and NSWLTA clubhouses for the eastern suburbs railway 
1970 – New clubhouse constructed under the northern stand 
1985 – The new eastern stand constructed, removing one of the three centre courts  
1989 –The western stand was rebuilt  
1999 – Final international tournament played 
2000 – Tennis NSW (previously NSW LTA) Move to Homebush Tennis Centre. 
2005 – Tennis Museum memorabilia moved to Homebush Tennis Centre 

Archaeological 
potential  

Archaeological evidence of the location of the former White City Club adjoining New 
South Head Road is still visible. 
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Comparative 
analysis 

Any further information relevant to the significance of the item. 

Sporting venues which have been identified in the CMP as comparable to the White 
City Tennis Centre for their cultural significance are the Kooyong Tennis Stadium and 
Clubhouse and North Sydney Olympic Pool. Kooyong complex has hosted Australian 
Open and Davis Club matches.  The clubhouse is of historical significance for its 
association with the Lawn Tennis Association of Victoria and Australia, with the 
history of tennis and leading tennis players of the world post WWII. The stadium is of 
historical, architectural and engineering significance.  
Three other places associated with tennis history are included on the Register of the 
National Estate.  The Royal Kings Park Tennis Club, Perth, being the most significant 
tennis club complex which similarly hosted international tennis events including the 
Davis Cup from 1928. That site has aesthetic and social significance to the tennis and 
wider community.  The other tennis complexes are: the Royal Tennis Court and 
Clubrooms, Hobart and the Loton Park Tennis Club Pavilion, Perth. 

Early 20th century grandstands suitable for a comparative analysis with the southern 
grandstand have been identified in the CMP and this assessment as being: Bexley 
Oval grandstand (1913), Leichhardt Oval West Tigers Stadium (1912), Olver Stand, 
Alexandria Oval, Ararat (c.1900s), Central Park, Stawell (c.1899), stand at Navarre, 
Northern Grampians (1924). Only the latter is of any value for a comparable design 
as an Inter-War grandstand as the others are earlier Federation/Edwardian designs. 
All noted examples have hipped and gabled roof forms and decorative 
Federation/Edwardian details. White City’s southern grandstand differs markedly in its 
austere presentation as a large engineered structure undiluted by any superfluous 
detail. Of more value for comparative purposes in terms of aesthetic and technical 
significance are structures such as the timber wharfs and jetties at Walsh Bay (1912-
1921), in particular Piers 2/3, 3/4 and 8/9, for their large scale timber truss 
construction within simple shed forms. Research to date indicates the southern 
grandstand to be a rare and fine example of its type with no known parallel. 

HISTORY 

Historical notes  

 

 

 

A brief history that identifies significant people, places and dates associated with the item. 

In 1811, Governor Macquarie granted Thomas West, carpenter, 40 acres in the La 
Crozia Valley which included Rushcutter Creek. The area was known as West’s Bush 
and Barcom Glen.   

A grant of 40 acres was given to William Thomas in 1817, to the east of the West 
grant, as recompense for the loss of one of the Thomas’s children in an accident 
involving the Governors carriage. The grant formed most of the low lying swampy 
area at the head of Rushcutters Bay and part became the site of the White City 
Tennis Centre. Cooper and Holt acquired the Thomas grant in the 1840s, when 
Rushcutter’s Bay was sparsely populated with only a few buildings along New South 
Head Road. The developing industry was market gardening.  

The original Thomas grant, owned by Daniel Cooper until his death in 1853, was left 
in trust to Sarah Booth (nee Cooper).  She leased the land to market gardeners, 
initially Europeans and later Chinese, who came to dominate the supply of fresh fruit 
and vegetables to the region. There were campaigns against the Chinese gardeners 
by a group of local residents and business people.  Protest meetings were held and 
petitions sent to Sir Henry Parkes concerning the Chinese presence requesting that 
the gardens be resumed.  The area was considered a health hazard as it received 
most of Paddington’s stormwater and sewerage. 

In 1860 Paddington was proclaimed a Municipality.  The area around Rushcutters 
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Bay became known as Lower Paddington.  Subdivision and land speculation were 
ongoing in Paddington from the 1870s, increasing the pressure on Lower Paddington.  
As the large estates of the Rushcutters Bay gentry were subdivided, small scale 
housing began to encroach down the hill towards the bay and the low lying areas 
occupied by the market gardeners.  With this rapid development came its waste 
products, the sewage and stormwater which drained down to the bay.  The 
Government resumed the land on the north of New South Head Road around the Bay 
in the late 1870s and by 1885 infilled the bay and created Rushcutters Bay Park. The 
problem of the low lying area to the south remained. Issues of public health 
continued. 

The Booth Estate was subdivided in 1900 but did not sell quickly due to the 
restrictions of current leases and the considerable cost to make the site fit for 
building.  Some Chinese market gardens remained leased until 1909.  In 1903 the 
AGL company bought land for a gasometer near New South Head Road.  

The Sydney Grammar School purchased 7.5 acres of the Booth Estate in 1907 for 
Weigall Sports Ground, naming the ground after headmaster Albert Weigall (1866-
1895). 

The Sydney Stadium was built in 1908 at the northwest corner of the site as an 
outdoor boxing arena, which was later enclosed for a variety of entertainment 
purposes.  

Some unsuccessful businesses occupied parts of the site in the 1910s: the Aerated 
Bread Company in the north, Sydney Croquet and Recreation Lawns Limited in the 
south. 

The White City Amusement Park, opened on the site of the on 3 December 1913, as 
a marvel of timber and plaster, by Cosens Spencer, a film entrepreneur who 
established the ‘Great American Theatrescope’ at the Lyceum Theatre in Sydney. 
The name White City was derived from a London Amusement Park. The name 
referring to the all-white buildings created with the use of lath (a thin wood framework 
on chicken wire base) and a mixture of plaster of Paris and hemp fibre. 

White City was designed and built by T.H. Eslick who also designed and built Luna 
Park at St Kilda.  White City offered seasonal entertainment (December – April): a fun 
fair, music hall, ballroom, and a fairground.  The attractions included a scenic railway, 
river caves, fun factory, palais des folies, Japanese village, Crystal Tangle, giant 
carousel and live performances such as military band, high walkers and roller skating. 

The White City Carousel, was built by the Philadelphia Toboggan Company, 
renowned for the great artistry of its craftsman and the quality of its construction.  The 
Carousel was the 30th built by the PTC and the only one to leave America.  It was 
later bought by Melbourne’s Luna Park and remains there. The White City 
Amusement Park was hit by lightning and destroyed by fire in 1917. In 1918 White 
City Limited went into liquidation and its assets sold. 

The Ministry for Housing announced the resumption of the land on both sides of the 
drainage canal for a housing scheme. The suitability of the site was raised, which 
prompted the filling of the land with material from Woolloomooloo. By April 1920 the 
housing scheme was finally rejected. 

The NSWLTA was founded in 1890 with premises acquired in Double Bay in 1907.  It 
outgrew those facilities as the popularity of tennis grew with the success of the 
Australasian Challengers, Patterson and Anderson in the 1919 Davis Cup.   
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In 1921 NSW Lawn Tennis Grounds Ltd was formed to purchase, control and run the 
Rushcutters Bay grounds which became known as White City, taking the name of the 
former Amusement Park.  The official opening of the Sydney Lawn Tennis Ground 
was on 21 October 1922 by the State Treasurer Mr AA Cocks, and President of 
NSWLTA.  The event was celebrated with a mixed tournament with 96 pairs 
participating.  Thirty seven grass courts and 16 hard courts were envisaged 
compared to the 15 courts at the Double Bay site.  A club house was constructed, at 
the northern end of the site close to New South Head Road.  It was admired as ‘one 
of the best in the world’ and ‘pleasing to the eye’ with an imposing view of the 
grounds. One month after opening a unique tournament was played with women 
playing singles for the first time in an Australian Championship.  

In 1923 a large 3,500 seat grandstand (the southern grandstand) was built.  The roof 
was constructed of timber trusses which cantilevered over part of the stand so that all 
the seats were covered. Financial difficulties in the late 1920s lead to admission of 
‘Ground members’ with playing rights and members seats in the grandstand.  In the 
late 1920s the popularity of hard court tennis was increasing. 500 more seats were 
erected at the back and alongside original chair seats of the southern grandstand. 
Debenture holders were given special seats in perpetuity. By 1924 night tennis 
lighting was installed on the 5 hard courts. 

By the 1930s, Australian players were amongst the top in the world and people 
flocked to White City to see them play. International players at the centre included 
Jean Borotra of France, Fred Perry of Britain, Ellsworth Vines of the USA, and Jiroh 
Satoh of Japan. The Australian tennis players of the 1930s, who played at the Courts 
included Adrian Quest, Jack Crawford, Harry Hopman and Vivian McGrath. In 1939 
A. K. Quist and J. Bromwick won the Davis Cup back for Australia, the first such win 
since 1919. The outbreak of WWII put tennis on hold.  

In the 1930s a small area of land on New South Head Road was leased for use as a 
service station.  It remains in use as a service station. 

The northern grandstand was constructed in the 1930s, smaller than the southern 
grandstand. It was constructed of concrete and timber with a simple corrugated tin 
roof structure that only covered the centre section of the stand. The eastern and 
western stands were constructed in the 1940s as simple low timber structures with no 
roof coverings.  They were replaced in the 1980s. 

The White City Club (WCC) was established in 1948 as a licensed club unlike the 
original NSWLTA. The NSWLTA purchased the gasometer site to the west of the club 
house on the New South Head Road from the AGL Company. The WCC set up in the 
caretaker cottage located on the AGL land for its club premises. It became a popular 
venue for young residents of Sydney’s eastern suburbs social and celebrity set on 
Friday nights. 

The two clubs did not associate with each other. They continued on separately until 
the Eastern Suburbs railway overpass resumed a portion of land parallel to New 
South Head Road, causing both clubhouses to be demolished in 1968. The railway 
opened on 23 June 1979. 

Tennis reached the peak of its popularity, its ‘golden age’ as a spectator sport in the 
1950s.  White City became the venue of many international tennis events such as the 
NSW Open Championships, the Australian Open Championships and the Davis Cup. 
The centre court was originally planned to host the Davis Cup matches but this did 
not happen until Boxing Day 1951 when the Australians Frank Sedgman, Ken 
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McGregor and Merryn Rose defeated the United States.  In 1954, 25,578 people 
attended White City when the United States successfully challenged Lew Hoad and 
Ken Rosewall for the Davis Cup. This is an attendance record for an outdoor Davis 
Cup match which has not been surpassed. 

White City had the first electric scoreboard in Australia which was built by Ted Both in 
1952 for the NSW championships. In 1957 the NSW titles were televised live for the 
first time anywhere in the country as television was just one year old in Australia. 

The 1960s and 1970s saw many Davis Cup matches held at White City with Australia 
winning many of them. Local players included Neale Fraser, Rod Laver, Roy 
Emerson, John Newcombe, Tony Roche and John Alexander. 

In 1963 the NSWLTA sold part of its lands on Alma Street to Sydney Grammar 
School for a preparatory school.  During the 1970s the White City grounds were made 
available for entertainment other than tennis. The first pop concert was held in 
October 1970 and public protest followed as residents of Edgecliff and beyond were 
subjected to the noise of open air pop concerts, wrestling, boxing and basketball.  
These functions were curtailed and in 1973, the Sydney Stadium was demolished 
along with the Cinecraft building for the eastern suburbs railway.  

In 1970 the NSWLTA and the WCC built their new club house behind and in the 
airspace under the existing northern stand. More seats were constructed of concrete 
at a higher level, doubling the seating capacity. The covered roof was also removed. 
A through roadway was created under the stand.  

In the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s many famous Australian tennis players competed at 
White City including Evonne Goolagong, Pat Cash, John Fitzgerald, Paul MacNamee, 
Patrick Rafter and the Woodies. International Players included Pete Sampras, Monica 
Seles, Martina Hingis, Tod Martin, Gabriela Sabatini, Tim Henman, Karol Kucera and 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 

In 1985 the Association celebrated the centenary of the first championships played in 
NSW.  The eastern stand was built, requiring the removal of one of the three courts 
from the centre court area. In the 1980s the club house under the north stand was 
renovated and extended to include an eastern end two storeys in height. In 1989 the 
western stand was rebuilt. 

A new rebound ace court was laid at centre court alongside the grass court to match 
the surface at the Melbourne Park National Tennis Centre in 1989.  This surface has 
now been replaced by a ‘Classic Clay’ synthetic grass court. 

In January 1999, the final International tournament was played at White City prior to 
its move to Sydney International Tennis Centre, part of the Olympic 2000 facilities at 
Homebush.  Tennis NSW (previously NSWLTA) relocated to the new Tennis Centre 
at Homebush Bay in 2001. The Tennis NSW memorabilia was moved to Homebush 
in 2005.  
The centre courts complex is now owned by the Hakoah Club Pty Ltd and the Sydney 
Maccabi Tennis Club Pty Ltd, continuing the use of White City as a tennis venue. The 
green open space to the north of the stormwater channel is now owned by Sydney 
Grammar School for use as playing fields, continuing the recreational use of the site. 
The land under the railway viaduct is owned by Sydney Grammar School and the Rail 
Corporation of NSW. It is used for carparking for the school. The two allotments of 
land adjacent New South Head Road are owned by the Crystal Car Wash Pty Ltd and 
are used as a service station and car wash. Sydney Water owns the land on which 
the stormwater channel is located. 
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HISTORICAL THEMES 

National historical 
theme 

Most applicable Heritage Office national historic themes. 

Organising recreation: Playing and watching organised sports, Entertaining for profit; 
Feeding people: Developing sources of fresh local produce. 

State historical 
theme 

Most applicable Heritage Office state historic themes. 

Land tenure – original grant and subdivision 
Environment –preservation of open space  
Altering the environment: Reclaiming land  
Ethnic influence (Chinese market gardening) 
Sport (sporting facilities, trophies, equipment) 
Events –monuments, sites of special significance and social value 

Local historical 
theme 

Most applicable Woollahra thematic history theme 

Land tenure 
Environment – Preservation of open space 
Evolutionary Paddington 
Sport 

APPLICATION OF CRITERIA 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criteria (a) 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 

White City is part of a highly significant cultural landscape that is able to demonstrate 
the evolution of Lower Paddington from the original land grant given in 1817 to 
William Thomas, as swampy land unsuitable for settlement, to market gardening by 
Europeans and later as Chinese market gardens, and then to the White City 
Amusement Park in 1913, and on its failure, the lawn tennis grounds known as White 
City. The natural topography that resulted in the flood-prone nature of the site has 
historically influenced land uses in the area, making it particularly suitable for 
recreational activities on the site, which have been continuous since at least 1913. 
The sites’ complex overlays are of high significance for their ability to demonstrate a 
continuity of open space uses.   

The open storm water channel is evidence of the former creek and drainage line that 
ran through the site and is an identifiable early element of the site. 

The White City centre courts complex has exceptional historic significance as a place 
where the sport of tennis in Australia reached international status, and as the home of 
significant international competition tennis matches. The southern stand is significant 
as the first construction about the centre courts in 1923 and the late 1920s. It is 
significant for its continuity of use between 1923 and 1999. The northern stand stage 
1 is significant as part of the early development of the tennis complex. 

The moveable heritage of the White City Club collection, signage and maintenance 
equipment is a valuable record of 20th century tennis history. 
 

These attributes are of high significance at a local level, and in relation to the White City 
tennis complex, of exceptional significance at a state level. 

 
Guidelines for inclusion 
 Shows evidence of a significant human 

activity 

 Is associated with a significant activity or 
historical phase 

 Maintains or shows the continuity of a 
historical process or activity 

Guidelines for exclusion 
 Has incidental or unsubstantiated connections with 

historically important activities or processes 

 Provides evidence of activities or processes that 
are of dubious historical importance 

 Has been so altered that it can no longer provide 
evidence of a particular association  

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criteria (b) 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 
Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 

The site of White City is significant for its association with early settlers in the colony. 
Originally granted to William Thomas in 1817, it was later acquired by Daniel Cooper 
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and James Holt in 1940, and then subsequently by Sarah Booth. 

The centre courts complex is associated with Henry Marsh, after whom the 1930s 
northern grandstand was named. Henry Marsh and Charles T Bull, the President of 
the Lawn Tennis Association, are credited with being the driving force in the search 
for the new grounds for the NSW Lawn Tennis Grounds Ltd in 1919, which was 
formed to control and run the grounds of White City.  

Many famous tennis players have been associated with the centre court and the 
entire White City complex, particularly as it hosted the Davis Cup for the first time in 
1951, and then in 1954, 1960, 1965 and 1977. The world’s greatest tennis players are 
associated with White City, including many Australian players.  

The stormwater channel is associated with the original natural flow of water preceding 
human occupation of the site, and with the landmark of the La Crozia Valley and 
Rushcutter’s Bay. 

These attributes are of high significance at a local level, and in relation to the White City 
tennis complex and its association with Australian and international tennis players, of 
exceptional significance at a state level. 

 
Guidelines for inclusion 
 Shows evidence of a significant human 

occupation 

 Is associated with a significant event, person, 
or group of persons 

Guidelines for exclusion 
 Has incidental or unsubstantiated connections with 

historically important people or events 

 Provides evidence of people or events that are of 
dubious historical importance 

 Has been so altered that it can no longer provide 
evidence of a particular association 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criteria €  

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 

White City is aesthetically distinctive as a large open space in the context of the 
dense built form of Paddington. It is a landmark green open valley floor, part of the 
distinguishing natural and built character elements of the Paddington Heritage 
Conservation area. The site is part of the low lying valley floor that is part of the 
natural amphitheatre of Paddington that faces north over former swamplands. The 
original wetland is expressed in the uniformly level tennis courts, playing fields and 
parkland of White City, Weigall Sports Ground, Trumper Park and Rushcutters Bay, 
and generally reflects the major part of the original grant to William Thomas in 1817. 

The site is the spatial pivot, along with the Weigall Sports Ground, between a series 
of significant green active and passive recreational spaces over 2 km long from 
Trumper Park to Reg Bartley Oval and Rushcutters Bay Park. 

The site is aesthetically pleasing and allows significant views into the site from New 
South Head Road, across the Weigall Sports Ground from Neild Avenue and 
surrounding residential streets and significant vistas from within the site taking in the 
Paddington amphitheatre and the city silhouette. The landscape elements of 
significant trees and vegetation contribute to the aesthetic importance of the site. 

The southern stand has some aesthetic significance for its large scale, complex roof 
superstructure and important contribution to the enclosure around the centre courts, 
as do the other grandstands to varying degrees. The fabric of the southern stand is a 
visual record of the increasing popularity of spectator tennis over time, the 
progressive additions reflecting the rise and rise of spectator sport. The fabric of the 
northern stand demonstrates the forms and designs of early 20th century player 
facilities. 

These attributes are of moderate to high significance at a local level. 
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Guidelines for inclusion 
 Shows or is associated with, creative or technical 

innovation or achievement 

 Is the inspiration for a creative or technical 
innovation or achievement 

 Is aesthetically distinctive 

 Has landmark qualities 

 Exemplifies a particular taste, style or technology 

Guidelines for exclusion 
 Is not a major work by an important designer or 

artist 

 Has lost its design or technical integrity 

 Its positive visual or sensory appeal or landmark 
and scenic qualities have been more than 
temporarily degraded 

 Has only a loose association with a creative or 
technical achievement 

Social significance 
SHR criteria (d) 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 

The White City Tennis Centre is held in exceptionally high regard with the tennis and 
broader community as a location for significant tennis tournaments and as a 
prestigious sporting facility formerly at an international level.  The tennis facilities at 
White City have brought people from all over the state, country and internationally to 
play both as amateurs and professionals. 

The centre courts and grandstands were a significant place for the state and the 
nation, being the arena where many have watched major tennis tournaments played. 
The relocation of the major tournaments to the Sydney International Tennis Centre at 
Homebush has reduced that value to the local community. 

The tennis complex has been used by the NSW Lawn Tennis Association (Tennis 
NSW) and the White City Club, which have a long association with the social history 
of tennis in the region and the state. 

White City has been recognised by the Paddington Society, Woollahra History and 
Heritage Society and local National Trust members who have been reactionary to 
recent attempts to rezone the land. 

There are social connections to the area of the Rushcutter’s Valley in the Aboriginal 
and Chinese communities. 

The southern grandstand is of some social significance and as a reminder of the 
fund-raising efforts required to provide these facilities. 
 

These attributes are of high significance at a local level and, in relation to the White City 
tennis complex, of moderate significance at a state level. 

 
Guidelines for inclusion 
 Is important for its association with an 

identifiable group 

 Is important to a community’s sense of place 

Guidelines for exclusion 
 Is only important to the community for amenity 

reasons 

 Is retained only in preference to a proposed 
alternative 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criteria € 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
history. 

White City site has retained a low lying open space character that allows an 
understanding of the earlier swamp and its transformation into sporting and 
recreational uses. 

The stormwater channel is evidence of the former Glenmore Creek that drained part 
of the La Crozia Valley, and is important to the understanding of public health, 
drainage and flooding issues which have limited the use of the area. 

The southern grandstand has some technical interest in the design, engineering and 
construction of the superstructure. The timber components of the roof superstructure 
are a fine example of a major timber trussed roof. 

The site has technical associative value in relation to significant innovations, including 
the Rebound Ace synthetic court, with the first electronic score board built by Ted 
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Both in 1952, and in 1957 with the first live telecasting of the NSW titles match one 
year after televising began in Australia. 

These attributes are of moderate significance at a local level. 

 
Guidelines for inclusion 
 Has the potential to yield new or further 

substantial scientific and/or archaeological 
information 

 Is an important benchmark or reference site or 
type 

 Provides evidence of past human cultures that 
is unavailable elsewhere 

Guidelines for exclusion 
 The knowledge gained would be irrelevant to 

research on science, human history or culture 

 Has little archaeological or research potential 

 Only contains information that is readily available 
from other resources or archaeological sites 

Rarity 
SHR criteria (f) 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 

White City is a rare example of a tennis venue in Australia where important tennis 
tournaments may be played on a lawn court.  White City was the premier tennis 
venue in NSW holding international matches until the opening of the Homebush 
Olympic Tennis Centre in 1999. 

As a tennis court complex of high historic interest and scale it is unique within the 
Municipality. The southern stand is a rare example of a large timber trussed purpose-
built Inter-War grandstand structure. 

These attributes are of high significance at a local level. 

 
Guidelines for inclusion 
 Provides evidence of a defunct custom, way of life 

or process 

 Demonstrates a process, custom or other human 
activity that is in danger of being lost 

 Shows unusually accurate evidence of a 
significant human activity 

 Is the only example of its type 

 Demonstrates designs or techniques of 
exceptional interest 

 Shows rare evidence of a significant human 
activity important to a community 

Guidelines for exclusion 
 Is not rare 

 Is numerous but under threat 

 

Representativeness  
SHR criteria (g) 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 

White City centre court and the surrounding lawn courts have the ability to 
demonstrate an important part of the sporting history of NSW associated with tennis.  
The tennis courts complex is a representative example of particular interest due to its 
extended historic time frame at a critical era of sports and spectator sports 
development which is in part represented by its physical layers of development and 
change. 

The southern grandstand is substantially intact and is a representative example of the 
Inter-War period’s developing engineering and aesthetic approach to larger 
structures. 

This attribute is of moderate significance at a local level. 

 
Guidelines for inclusion 
 Is a fine example of its type 

 Has the principal characteristics of an important 
class or group of items 

 Has attributes typical or a particular way of 
life, philosophy, custom, significant process, 
design, technique or activity 

 Is a significant variation to a class of items 

 Is part of a group which collectively illustrates a 
representative type 

 Is outstanding because of its setting, condition or 
size 

Guidelines for exclusion 
 Is a poor example of its type 

 Does not include or has lost the range of 
characteristics of a type 

 Does not represent well the characteristics that 
make up a significant variation of a type 
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 Is outstanding because of its integrity or the 
esteem in which it is held 

Integrity 
The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 

The integrity of the site is arguable as many changes have occurred over the course 
of its history, both overall and at the centre courts arena. The site retains a substantial 
proportion of the elements which make it significant. 

The transfer of important tournaments to the Homebush Olympic Tennis Centre has 
removed the direct association of Tennis NSW with the site. The site retains an 
ongoing relationship with the game of tennis.  

Some of the integrity of the centre courts complex has been lost with the loss of 
connection with tournament tennis.  

The integrity of the structures themselves has always been questionable due to the 
ongoing alterations and additions to the stands; however, this is more reflective of the 
rapid development of spectator tennis. 

The tennis courts are all in good condition.  

This attribute is of moderate significance at a local level. 

HERITAGE LISTINGS 
Heritage listing/s Other Local, State, Commonwealth statutory listing on non-statutory listings for this item. 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): No 
State Heritage Register / Inventory: previous nomination for State Heritage Register by 
Ralph Brading; lapsed. 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century 
Buildings of Significance:  
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 

Register of the National Estate (now non-statutory): Gazetted as an identified place 27 
March 2001 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  Author/Client Title Year Repository 

Report Conybeare 
Morrison & 
Partners 

Conservation Management 
Plan 

1999 rev. 
2004 

Woollahra Local History 
Centre 

Document Ralph Brading SHR nomination: White City 
Tennis grounds Site 

2000 Woollahra Council file 

Document Australian Heritage 
Commission 

Entry for the Register of the 
National Estate 

2000 Register of the National 
Estate 

Report Hughes Trueman / 
Simon Wiltshier 

White City Stadium 
Grandstands – Structural 
Report  

2004 Appendix 9 of 
Conybeare Morrison 
CMP 2004 

Report Tyrrells Property 
Inspections 

Condition Assessment 1998/1999 Appendix 2 of 
Conybeare Morrison 
CMP 2004 

Website 
 

Tennis NSW http://www.tennis.com.au/nsw/  2013  

Website Angelo 
Spampinato 

http://www.worldstadiums.com  unknown  

 

http://www.tennis.com.au/nsw/
http://www.worldstadiums.com/
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations  

 

 

The Conservation Management Plan, prepared by Conybeare Morrison & Partners, 
revised in 2004 and 2008, should be updated, and then endorsed by Woollahra 
Council and the NSW Heritage Council as the basis for managing future changes to 
the site.  

The White City Development Control Plan 2007 should be updated to reflect the 
revised CMP and should be used in any future development of the site. 

The elements of the site identified in the CMP as of state significance should be 
nominated for inclusion on the State Heritage Register. 

This inventory sheet should be endorsed by Council and use in any future 
development of the site, in conjunction with the CMP and DCP. 

The significance of the site, especially the Centre Court place and should be 
interpreted by continuing celebratory games of tennis. 

The elements of the site identified in the CMP as of exceptional and high significance 
should be conserved. 

SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION 
Inspected by Name/s of the person/s who carried out the on site assessment of the item. 

 
NSW Heritage Manual guidelines used? 
 

Yes  
 

No 
  

This form 
completed  by 

Name of person who completed this form.  

Woollahra Council’s Strategic Heritage Officer Woollahra 
Council, Libby Maher (November 2000, April 2002), revised 
Sara Reilly (March 2013), revised Amelia Parkins (November 
2013). 

Date 

March November 
2013 
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IMAGES  

 

 

IMAGES 

 

 
View of White City looking to the south with the centre courts complex in the centre of the 

photo with the Moreton Bay Fig to the immediate right 

 

 
View of a central portion of the site showing the open green spaces typical of the site 
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IMAGES    

IMAGES  

 
The southern grandstand looking southwest – view of roof scale, vegetated backdrop 

 

 
The southern grandstand looking southeast showing the complex superstructure and later 

steel truss additions
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IMAGES    

IMAGES  

 
The Marsh Stand (northern grandstand stage 1) showing the ‘street’ or ‘arcade’ below the 

grandstand with the 1930s structure to the left and the 1970s structure to the right 

 

 
The Marsh Stand structure with infill joinery and traditional paint scheme
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The NSWTA gates (northern gate) with tennis motifs 

 
Images by 
 

Sara Reilly/ 
Woollahra Council 

Image copyright holder Woollahra Council 2013 
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