
Oxford Street Working Party  
Meeting Minutes  

 
   Meeting held – Tuesday 29/11/2016 (No. 4/2016) 

 
Present: Councillors: Peter Cavanagh (Chair) and Anthony Marano 
 

Paddington Business Partnership: Claudia Carraro & Robby Ingham  
 
 Property owners: Kathy Samios & Theo Onisforou 
 

Resident representative: Harriet Price 
 
Guests: Charles Duthie & Moshe Rosenzveig 

 
 Staff: Maria Lacey – Public Art & Cultural Development Officer (Woollahra 

Council) Peter Kauter – Manager-Placemaking (Woollahra Council) and Anitra 
Morgarna (City of Sydney) 

 
Guests: Charles Duthie (Sydney Standard) & Moshe Rosenzivieg (Director – 
Head On Photo Festival) 
 

Meeting opened: 6.00pm in the Thornton Room, Woollahra Council Chambers 
 
Item 
No. 

Subject Discussion Action 

1. Confirmation of previous minutes 

 Confirmation of minutes from previous meeting held on 30/08/2016 
 

Adopted without 
change 
 

2. Apologies 

 Toni Zeltzer (Mayor – Woollahra Council) 
Susan Wynne 
Luise Elsing 
Katherine O’Regan 
Professor Ross Harley (UNSW Art + Design) 
Professor Ed Blakely 
Chris Tourgelis 
 
[Kate Murray (City of Sydney) was a staff apology] 

 

3. Late correspondence 

 Nil 
 



4 Public Art – Perry Lane Staff provided an update: 
 
• Denise Raftopoulos (Masters in Art & Design) 

working with the owner & Ashley Woodcroft. She has 
contacts with UNSW A+D & expects to have an 
understanding of their level of involvement by the end 
of the week 

• The owners made an application  for formal 
exemption from the need  for development consent 
which was successful. 

 
The Working Party was satisfied that this project was 
progressing. Further updates to be provided at the next 
meeting. 
 

Further updates to be 
provided to the next 
Working Party 
meeting. 

5. 
 
 

Public art – corner 
Oxford & Young Streets 

Maria Lacey updated the Working Party on this project: 
 
• The owner (Robert Fendall) asked about including a 

mural on the side wall of this property as an 
innovative response to graffiti/tagging – he soon 
intends to repaint the building’s exterior. 

• The location has high exposure to pedestrian & 
vehicular traffic 

• We are looking at commissioning a high quality art 
work as a project run by our Cultural Development 
Team – something special  

• Timeframe – it is the intention that the art work will 
be carried out during this financial year 

• Expressions of interest process is expected to 
commence in mid/late January 2017 with a selection 
in early March 

• Selection to be by a Panel which can include members 
of the Working Party 

• The planning approval/process will be established 
after sufficient detail is available on the proposed art 
work. 

 
The Working Party was pleased to see progress on this 
project. There was discussion about Working Party 
representation on the selection panel - Theo Onisforou  & 
Councillor Cavanagh were acknowledged as 
representatives. There was also discussion on on-going 
care for the art work & what would happen if the 
property was sold. These type of matters can be raised 
with the current owner before entering into an agreement 
for the use of the property. 
 

Further updates to be 
provided at the next 
Working Party 
meeting. 

6. Fusion Five Ways 2016 Charles Duthie, Sydney Standard, did a powerpoint 
presentation on the recent Fusion Five Ways 2016 event. 
The presentation covered: 
• Charles’ involvement & what the event is about 
• Not just for the day – what’s involved pre the event, 

on event day & post event 
• Results & feedback – generally positive (Harriet said 

$1.8K raised by the cake stall for the school) 
• Cost ($1.1K) & people attending (about 200) 
• Conclusion – objectives achieved, need to employ 

more assistance for future events, earlier 10am start 
for future events & more events are planned 

 
 The Working Party expressed its support for events of 
this nature with those who attended confirming the 
success of the day. The Working Party thanked Charles 
for his efforts in organising the event and for his 
presentation. 
  

Noted. 



7. Head On Photo Festival Moshe Rosenzveig, Director of the Festival, provided an 
update on the Festival for 2017 - ‘Head On to 
Paddington’. Moshe has made a funding request to 
Woollahra Council for $25K – it will be considered by 
the Corporate & Works Committee next Monday 
5/12/16.  
 
There was discussion about new venues, collaboration 
with UNSW A+D and the use of a shipping container. 
The Working Party was fully supportive of the Festival, 
its focus on Paddington and the funding request.  
 
The Working Party was reminded that it is an important 
advisory committee but could not decide on the level of 
funding Council will provide. The Working Party’s views 
would be reported to the Corporate & Works Committee. 
 
The Working Party thanked Moshe for his update. 
 

Moshe be thanked for 
his update. 
 
The Working Party’s 
support of the 
Festival & for the 
funding being sought 
by organisers be 
included as part of 
the report to the 
Corporate & Works 
Committee on 
funding.  
 
 

8. Paddington Business 
Partnership 

Robby advised  that: 
• following its recent AGM the PBP now had 9 board 

members (the AGM was held shortly after the William 
St Festival) 

• decorative fairy lights were installed in trees in 
William St on 30/11/16 for Christmas 

• late night shopping & Christmas carols will occur on 
Thursday 15/12/16 to coincide with the Paddington 
Night Market 

• a revamped Visit Paddington web site will be up & 
running shortly (some issues with Pay Pal need to be 
resolved) 

• a way-finding map/booklet is being produced & 
should be ready for circulation in about 3-4 months 

 
Claudia provided post William St Festival feedback: 
• attendances were the highest ever - 21,000 people are 

estimated to have attended (12,000 last year) 
• no complaints from residents 
• survey showed most attendees were locals with about 

12% from outside the area 
• food vendors sold out, including repeat vendors 
• vendors were charged a fee (discounted for William St 

traders) & they were ‘hand picked’, about 120 had to 
be declined 

 
There was discussion about doing something similar in 
the lower part of Oxford St in one of the narrow lanes. 
The venue for the next Cultural Day (Italian theme) was 
mentioned. 
 
The Working Party was pleased  to hear how successful 
the Festival was organised & run. All who attended 
confirmed  its success.   
 
Council has approved the Partnership’s request for $45K 
funding for 2016/2016. The funds are to be used to 
undertake activities set out in its business plan. 
 

Robby & Claudia be 
thanked for the 
information on the 
Partnership’s 
activities. 
 
Noted. 



9. City of Sydney Anitra updated the Working Party on matters relating to 
the City: 
 
Public Toilet 
• The landscaping works have been carried out to the 

proposed site on the corner of Oxford Street and 
William Streets. 

• The toilet has not yet been installed due to 
complications with availability of toilet modules. 
Hopefully this will be resolved sometime in 2017. 

• As part of the Library upgrade, in Paddington Town 
Hall, there is now a new public bathroom available 

• We aim to install an automated public toilet at this 
location in 2017.  

 
Request for parking meters 
Changes to parking time limits in some Paddington 
locations were endorsed by Council in March 
2016:  http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets
/pdf_file/0006/252609/160316_LPCTCC_ITEM37.pdf 
 
We were advised by the RMS that all signage changes 
were completed on 22 October 2016. 
 
Street Banners at Paddington Reservoir Gardens 
• The City’s Sydney Xmas will have banners on display 

in the lead up to Christmas 
• The City made 2 banners to match those being 

displayed by Woollahra Council 
• The next possible dates for display are 26 Dec to 13 

Feb , booking in progress 
 
Transport Study 
No new update. 
 
[A Transport Study for Oxford Street was recently 
carried out for the City by AECOM. It included 
consideration of Waverly Council’s Light Rail study 
proposing light rail for the Bondi Beach to Bondi 
Junction corridor. The City is in the process of analysing 
the report and approach to the recommendations. 
Ongoing discussions are taking place with TfNSW and 
RMS. It is hoped there will be some clarity for the 
beginning of the New Year.] 
 
Head On Festival 
Applied for Festivals & Events Sponsorship to activate 
Paddington Town Hall.  
Report to Council on Monday 21 November. 
http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_fi
le/0004/277177/161114_CCC_ITEM05_ATTACHMEN
TD.PDF 

 
 
Anitra also advised that a request for City of Sydney 
representatives to be nominated for the Working Party is 
presently being considered. 
 

 
 
 
Noted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted 
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10. UNSW Art + Design Professor Harley was unable to attend the meeting due to 
the Uni’s Annual Graduating Exhibition Opening . 
 
Theo informed the Working Party that he, Ross Harley & 
the Mayor, Toni Zeltzer had met with Gene Sherman. 
The possibility of the Powerhouse Museum being 
involved with a permanent annual fashion exhibition at 
UNSW A+D was discussed. 
 
The Working Party recognised the significant positive 
impact that such an exhibition could have in promoting 
Oxford St and its status as a vital fashion destination. 
 
Further updates will be provided at the next meeting. 
 
 

Noted. Further 
updates to be 
provided to the next 
meeting of the 
Working Party. 

11. Matters Arising from 
the previous minutes 

Most of the matters arising from the previous minutes 
have been discussed earlier. 
 
Ariel Bookstore closure 
Staff advised that Jardan, a Melbourne based furniture 
store, has a DA to occupy all 3 levels of this building (42-
44 Oxford St, cnr. West St) including a $1M+ 
refurbishment.  
 
There was discussion about other interest in Oxford St, 
including another major furniture retailer looking at the 
former Sportsgirl store & Sanoma café enquiring about 
an Oxford St outlet. 
 
It was felt that it would be beneficial to promote what’s 
happening & possibly engaging a PR company. Also for 
staff to keep the Working Party informed of relevant DAs 
for Oxford St. 

Noted. Staff to keep 
the Working Party 
informed of 
important 
development 
proposals for Oxford 
St. 
 
Staff to look at how 
to promote what’s 
happening in Oxford 
St regarding new 
interest from 
retailers. 
 
 
 
 
 

12 General business 

12.1 Free public wi-fi The free public wi-fi is was now available & there will be 
a media release next week. Footpath decals will also be 
laid next week. 
 

Noted. 

12.2 Placemaking grants 
program 

Now that the free public wi-fi has been procured the 
grants program will commence. Grants upto $5K for 
businesses to assist with enhancing the Oxford St 
shopping experience. There will be a mail out to all 
business owners & property owners next week. 
 

Noted. 

12.3 Mobile way finding 
application 

This is currently being developed for Double Bay & 
Oxford St will follow. It is anticipated this will be around 
April ’17. Funding has been allocated. 
 

Noted 

12.4 Banners The Small Sculpture Prize banners have now been 
removed and Christmas banners will be soon displayed 
on light poles. 
 

Noted 

12.5 Urban Walkabout We have engaged Urban Walkabout to do a Paddington 
feature early in 2017 including a feature length article, 
targeted Facebook promotion, guaranteed social reach of 
50K+, e-mail newsletter, online directory, client 
dashboard, professional photo shoot & comprehensive 
campaign report. 
 

Noted 



12.6 City of Sydney – 
ticketed parking 

Peter Kauter drew attention to the ‘Have your say’ page 
where the City is asking for feedback on the proposed 
installation of parking meters in streets around the 
Barracks, Greens Road & South Dowling St (Area 15). It 
is open for comment until 2/12/16. 
 

Staff to circulate link 
to relevant web site 
page to Working 
Party members to 
enable commenting. 

12.7 Exhibitions Juniper Hall 
Free exhibition talks December & January 
Moran Prize Exhibition – until 5/2/17 
 

Noted 

There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 7.30pm. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting – TBC. 
 
 


