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Community Safety Committee 
Minutes 

 
Minutes of the Meeting held on 

Wednesday4 November 2020 at 3.30pm 
 

1 PRESENT & APOLOGIES 
Present:       Councillor Isabelle Shapiro (Chair) 

Bruce Bland    Rose Bay Residents Association 
Carol Freeman      Electorate Officer, Member for Vaucluse 
Donna Brooks    Electorate Officer, Member for Sydney 
Prof Don White   HarbourView Neighbourhood Watch  
Emma Cohen   JewishCare 
Detective Insp Gretchen Atkins  Crime Manager ESPAC 
Michele Wearn    Double Bay Residents Association   

Staff:  Jacky Hony    Team Leader – Community Development 
 

Apologies: Councillor Nick Maxwell 
Charlotte Feldman   Darling Point Society Inc. 
Giles Edmonds        Queen Street & West Woollahra Association 
Marina Tesoriero    Vaucluse resident 
Con Peter Woodward   Crime Prevention Officer, ESPAC 
Superintendent Stephen Patton Acting Commander, ESPAC 

 

2 GUEST SPEAKER – EMMA COHEN, COORDINATOR OF THE JEWISH SUICIDE PREVENTION 
STRATEGY, JEWISHCARE 

 
Cr Shapiro welcomed and introduced Emma to the Committee. 
 
The Jewish Suicide Prevention Strategy (JSPS) was initiated in 2017 by JewishCare NSW in 
response to a number of suicides and suicide attempts within the Jewish community. At the time, 
there were no other culturally specific suicide prevention strategies.  
 
The JSPS takes a whole of community approach and aims to educate and empower members of the 
community in addition to providing support to individuals and their families experiencing a mental 
health crisis. Based on the Black Dog Institute Lifespan framework, JSPS aims to reduce stigma 
attributed to suicide through raising community awareness. 
 
JSPS is overseen by a Steering Committee with members from Jewish-specific emergency and 
community service organisations, schools, health professionals, Rabbis and specialist services such 
as the Black Dog Institute.  
 
Through the JSPS, nearly 800 people have attended free Mental Health First Aid training which is 
supported by funding from the Jewish Communal Appeal and Wolper Jewish Hospital Foundation. 
 
JewishCare has developed a Well-being app that outlines warning signs for suicide, lists 
suggestions for distracting oneself from negative thoughts, and provides Jewish-specific 
professional contacts. 

https://www.blackdoginstitute.org.au/education-services/lifespan-integrated-suicide-prevention/#:%7E:text=Lifespan%20is%20a%20comprehensive%20systems,multiple%20sectors%2C%20communities%2C%20organisations.
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In addition to suicide prevention, the JSPS provide aftercare for people who have attempted suicide, 
for example by providing transport to medical appointments and providing up to 8 hours per week 
of home support. 
 
KPIs to measure mental health and the impact of the work of the JSPS include recording how many 
people download the Well-being App and metrics for people working through the safety plan, and 
follow up of people who have attended training to see if they have had need to personally, or 
professionally, implement what they learned through the training.  
 
JSPS has been a recipient of number of awards that recognise the strategy pioneers a culturally-
specific approach to suicide prevention, including the ‘Communities Matter’ category in the 2019 
LiFE Awards at the National Suicide Prevention Conference in Melbourne. 
 
 

3 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

3.1 Confirmation 
Confirmed Michele Wearn, seconded Carol Freeman. 

3.2 Matters arising 
• Adult cyclists on the pedestrian pathway on New South Head Road opposite Lyne Park – police 

have patrolled the area at known peak times, taking a verbal warning rather than punitive 
approach. No further resident complaints have been received. 

 
• Reduced traffic speeds in certain areas of the Woollahra Municipality – subsequent to the 

meeting it was confirmed that Council has not been successful in its application for a Streets as 
Shared Spaces Grant administered by the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment to 
undertake these works. 

Action: Jacky to follow up for meeting February 2021. 
 
• Request to Transport for NSW to implement a ‘red no left turn arrow’ at the signalised 

pedestrian crossings on New South Head Road in Double Bay. 
Action: Jacky to follow up for meeting February 2021. 
 
• Report to Woollahra Traffic Committee regarding pedestrian and traffic safety in Carlotta Road, 

Kiaora Road and Court Road. 
Action: Jacky to follow up for meeting February 2021. 
 
 

4 CORRESPONDENCE 
Queen Street & West Woollahra Association advised there are no current specific community safety 
concerns.  
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5 POLICE REPORT 
Superintendent Stephen Patton is Acting ESPAC Commander until early 2021 whilst 
Superintendent Duncan is assisting with responding to COVID. A number of police continue to be 
redeployed to assist with border control. 
General crime rates continue to remain lower than compared to this time last year. Police are 
preparing to manage group gatherings in public places whilst numbers remain limited in licensed 
premises and as we move in to summer, including plans for Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve. It 
has been observed that the general public does not always comply with current Public Health 
Orders when alcohol is involved.  
 
ESPAC have been called to a number of house parties breaching Public Health Order limits. On 
these occasions, the $1000 per person fine is issued to serve as a deterrent.  
 
Rates of mental health related incidents have increased during the pandemic and these are 
anticipated to increase with the uncertainty of returning to workplaces and as the financial impacts 
of COVID further develop. 
 
 

6 RESIDENT GROUPS UPDATE 

6.1 Reports from Neighbourhood Groups 
- Rose Bay Residents Association: are holding their AGM on 4 November. Flagged a particular 

residence in Rose Bay that regularly hosts loud weekend parties and where numbers 
significantly exceed the Public Health Order. 

Action: Det Insp Atkins will have the address added to the regular patrols. 
 
- Double Bay Residents Association: no specific safety items, the group is meeting next week. 

 
- HarbourView Neighbourhood Watch: noted that the reduced traffic due to lockdowns is 

beginning to increase again but that a positive of COVID has been an increase in 
neighbourliness.  

 

6.2 Report from Eastern Suburbs Suicide Prevention Network 
ESSPN continue to convene the Suicide Impacting Me peer support group online and are in the 
process of re-grouping the Network and review priorities and activities for 2021. 
 

6.3 Reports from Electorate Offices 
- Member for Vaucluse: a $12M grant has been provided to St Vincent’s to provide a 6 bed 

mental health unit. 
 

- Member for Sydney: thanked Woollahra Council for their work to support food hamper 
deliveries to residents of social housing. Noted that calls relating to mental health, including 
financial pressures, have increased. Also noted community concern about the development of 
White City and the impact on school traffic and safety. 
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6.4 Council activities update 
Members of the Community Safety Committee were encouraged to spread the word about (or 
consider for themselves) the following programs that address social isolation and support positive 
mental health: 
 
- The 'Be a Friend' program that was described at the previous meeting has to date resulted in 6 

successful matches of pairs within the community for conversation and company. 
 

- Council’s Community and Cultural Grants are currently open and close at midnight Wednesday 
11 November. Small grants of up to $2,000 and large grants of up to $7,500 are available. 

 
- A project funded though the previous Community and Cultural Grants round is the ‘The Men’s 

Table’. Men’s tables are groups of 12 men who meet once a month over dinner to share life’s 
highs and lows, thereby creating a sense of belonging, community, peer support and 
camaraderie that is lacking for many men, even for some who already have a group of mates. A 
‘come and try’ session is being held Monday 30 November, 6.30pm for a 7.00pm start and 
concluding at 9.00pm at The London Hotel, 85 Underwood Street, Paddington. For more 
information call David on  0412 199 648 or Ben on 0424 993  366 or email  
info@themenstable.or  

 
- Eastern Suburbs Domestic Violence Network (ESDVN) are coordinating free, 3-day train the 

trainer bystander workshop for representatives of community organisations and groups 24 – 26 
November at Prince Henry Hospital, Little Bay. The training will provide skills in effective 
active bystander in situations of injustice. ESDVN are also coordinating bystander training for 
hairdressers and barbers 23 November to be aware of warning signs and where to report 
suspected instances of domestic violence. 

 

7 GENERAL BUSINESS 
• The NSW Government has announced plans for a new pop-up cycle way from Rose Bay to 

Bondi Beach to increase the number of safe travel options during COVID-19. The cycle way 
will run along O’Sullivan Road, Rose Bay, and connect with Curlewis Street, Bondi. The 
project, also known as the ‘Beach to the Bay Connection’ is being delivered by Transport for 
NSW, working closely with Waverley and Woollahra Councils.  
More information can be found on Council’s website. 
 

• The proposed Rose Bay Promenade Cycle way design has been amended with a suggested 
replacement of the low level green strip with a rough textured paver. 

Action: Cr Shapiro to request that Engineering Services forward the updated design to Rose Bay 
Residents Association. 
 
• Cr Shapiro thanked people for attending the meeting and wished everyone a happy, healthy end 

of 2020. 
   

8 NEXT MEETING 
The Committee has previously agreed to meet quarterly and, where possible, face-to-face. 
 There being no further business the meeting concluded at 4.45pm. 
 
Meeting schedule 2021 (all meetings to be held on a Wednesday, 3.30pm – 5.00pm, venue to be 
confirmed): 

https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/community/services/friendship_program
https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/community/services/grants/community_and_cultural_grants
mailto:info@themenstable.or
https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/news/articles/new_pop-up_cycleway_planned_from_rose_bay_to_bondi_beach
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- 17 February 
- 19 May 
- 18 August 
- 17 November 
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