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Double Bay Working Party 

Minutes 

Meeting held – Tuesday 19 March 2019  

(No.2/2019) 

 

Present: Councillors: Toni Zeltzer (Chair) 

   Mark Silcocks  

   Anthony Marano  

  

 Business: Deirdre O’Loughlin 

  Ralf Bruegger 

 

 Property owners:  Eduard Litver and Byron Rose 

 

 Residents:  Anthony Tregoning 

 

Staff:  Allan Coker - Director-Planning & Development (Woollahra Council) 

Peter Kauter - Manager Place making (Woollahra Council) 

 

Others: Alka Parti (With Eduard Litver) 

 Tony Lambrechtsen (iGuzzini) 

 

Meeting opened: 6.00pm in the Thornton Room 

Woollahra Municipal Council 
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1. Apologies 

 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cristina Talacko, Alex Oliver, Carol Freeman, 

Katherine O’Regan and Martina Lyons. 

 

 

2. Confirmation of Minutes 

  

Item No: 2.1 

Subject: 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE DOUBLE BAY 

WORKING PARTY HELD ON THE 12 FEBRUARY 2019 

Resolved: 

 

THAT the draft Minutes of the Double Bay Working Party held on the 12 February 2019 

be confirmed. 

 

  

 

3. Late Correspondence 

 

 Nil 

 

 

4. Items for Discussion 

 

Item No: 4.1 

Subject: 
DOUBLE BAY PLACE PLAN REVIEW - UPDATE ON 

PROGRESS 

Following the last Working Party meeting the latest version of the draft Double Bay Place 

Plan (DBPP) was e-mailed to Working Party members on 13/2/19. Working Party members 

were asked for any final comments by 20/2/19. Two (2) comments were received but were 

not considered to warrant any changes to the draft DBPP.  

A report on the draft DBPP was considered by the Environmental Planning Committee 

(EPC) last night recommending it be adopted, with some changes which were explained to 

Working Party Members.  

The EPC’s recommendation now goes to the Council meeting on 25/3/19 for adoption. 

 

Action: 

 

Noted..  

 

The Working Party Members be thanked for all their work on preparing the draft DBPP 

over the past 8 months. 
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Item No: 4.2 

Subject: LIGHTING STRATEGY - LANTERNS 

At the start of the meeting Tony Lambrechtsen from iGuzzini provided information on their 

lantern design. He brought along a prototype of the lantern and distributed a handout, 

‘UFO’ which contained points related to the product. 

 

The Working Party discussed: 

 The carbon footprint – how to reduce energy needed to power the lanterns; mix of 

grid and solar and how this may work (e.g. rechargeable batteries, solar panel farm, 

supply energy back into the grid); how powering could be CO2 neutral (TL 

recommends 240v rather than 12v) 

 Brightness control adjustment to suit different effects – discussion on colour render 

index (CRI); could be achieved either by RF (visual aesthetic considerations) or 5 

core wire; achieve a brightness range of 24 to 2,700 lux. There are cost 

implications. 

 Lifespan of luminaire (e.g. at 25o 100K hours whereas 80K hours is equivalent to 20 

years) 

 Design detail, e.g. treatment of lenses, sandblasting, tinting, corrosion resistance, 

cleaning/maintenance; inclusion of art work/logo/images 

 Colour options for die-cast aluminium – the prototype was grey whereas, e.g. 

bronze, may be more suitable (will add to cost – 20% premium)  

  

[Following this Mr Lambrechtsen left the meeting before discussion resumed on 

procurement] 

 

There was discussion on procurement and the need to go through a competitive tender 

process. However, before this an allocation needed to be made for funding – it was 

understood that no funds are presently allocated for the lantern’s project. This would 

normally occur as part of annual budget preparation/adoption. Once information on 

documentation content had been gathered an indicative tender timeline could be 2 – 3 

months. Production and delivery could take another 3 months.  

 

Under our budget the lanterns project would be part of our capital works budget 

administered through our Technical Services division. The Director – Planning & 

Development undertook to discuss with the Director – Technical Services about 

consideration be given to the inclusion of funds for lanterns in the FY19/20 capital works 

budget. 

 

The Working Party was advised that staff had recently been able to do a Skype meeting 

with Leni Schwendinger. She was enthusiastic about possibly being reengaged with this 

project. She suggested working with a small lantern team to resolve detailed design issues 

such as those raised earlier, e.g. colours, dimming control, lens treatment, etc. 

  

Action: 

 

The Director – Planning & Development discuss with the Director – Technical Services 

about consideration being to include in the FY 19/20 capital works budget an allocation 

for the lanterns, as an initial step. 

 

That Tony Lambrechtsen be thanked for attending and participating in the Working Party 

meeting.  
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Item No: 4.3 

Subject: SYDNEY EAST BUSINESS CHAMBER 

Sydney East Business Chamber representatives were apologies, therefore there were no 

matters discussed. 

 

It was noted that Martina Lyons recently commenced with the Business Chamber as its 

Acting CEO.  

  

  

5. General Business 

 

Item No: 5.1 

Subject: DOUBLE BAY NETWORKING GROUP (DBNG) 

Deirdre O’Loghlin, the DBNG’s Vice Chair/Public Relations, spoke about the activities of 

the DBNG. Ms O’Loghlin works with Stephanie Giannis, Chairman, on holding bi-

monthly breakfast meetings at the InterContinental Hotel. A point of difference with other 

organisations representing business interests is its membership criteria. The criteria is 

business category exclusive which has created an effective business referral system. 

 

High calibre speakers are targeted for breakfast meetings and recently included Robyn 

Hobbs OAM, NSW Small Business Commissioner. Glen Campbell, Chief Executive, 

Brandheart, will speak on developing successful corporate leaders on 24 April while Odile 

Faludi, a customer conversation specialist (can turn walls into doors), will speak at the 

breakfast on 27 June. 

 

Ms O’Loghlin also spoke about a Thought Leaders Event on 21 August at Woollahra 

Library. The panel of speakers includes Cristina Talacko, Councillor Mary-Lou Jarvis – 

Deputy Mayor, Woollahra Council and Peter Vassilis MD Black & White Finance. It will 

be opened by Councillor Peter Cavanagh, Mayor Woollahra. 

 

Ms O’Loghlin was grateful for support from the InterContinental Hotel and Woollahra 

Council which, provided funding through a Placemaking Grant in 2018. 

 

The Working Party noted the DBNG has a strong membership and has been operating for 6 

years. 

 

Action 

 

Noted & Ms O’Loghlin be thanked for her presentation. 
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Item No: 5.2 

Subject: DATA ANALYSIS - REVIEW OF WI-FI DATA 

Graphs of wi-fi activity based on Councils free wi-fi network was provided. It was 

acknowledged that the service provider has advised that the network needs upgrading and 

our IT people are working with them to get this sorted out. Also, the access point in Bay 

Street has been operating intermittently over the last few weeks. These issues associated 

are likely to be impacting on the reliability of the data. Also current redevelopment activity 

would be impacting on activity. 

 

The graphs generally showed there was a decline in wi-fi activity at the surveyed access 

points. The long term trend showed a slower decline than the last 6 months activity. 

 

Item No: 5.3 

Subject: OTHER GENERAL BUSINESS 

There was general discussion about circumstances influencing business activity in Double 

Bay. The following points of view were expressed by Working Party members: 

 

 Kiaora Place is drawing shoppers from other parts of the commercial centre which 

are suffering a downturn in retail activity as a result 

 Vacancies are not necessarily an indication of activity as rents have halved (e.g. 

Oxford Street) 

 Free (1 hour) carparking is needed to compete with Kiaora Pl & Westfields 

 Investment in upgrading the Cosmopolitan Centre would resolve problems with the 

way it is currently trading 

 Land economic factors/tenure arrangements relating to some specific properties are 

discouraging business investment  

 JRPP (Local Planning Panel) approach to rejecting redevelopment proposals in a 

declining market 

 Increasing residential density will not necessarily equate to more business activity 

as new owners will not necessarily shop in Double Bay (e.g. Kiaora Place is 

successful and has no residential) 

 Density needs to be reviewed and there is an intimate relationship between business 

activity and residential – commercial, on its own, is not an attractive investment 

(planning controls are presently being reviewed – report expected May ‘19) 

  Questions were asked about: 

o Kiaora Place, solar panels and possible additional parking – the Chair 

advised that these things had been mentioned, along with a range of others, 

as part of the discussion around the impact of the temporary loss of parking 

with the redevelopment of the Cross Street carpark 

o Pedestrianisation of Knox Street – this was unanimously supported as a 

means of revitalising the ‘north side’ of Double Bay. It would need to occur 

as a thorough urban design project integrated with other projects 

Action 

 

Noted. 

 

Working Party Councillors to consider NOM’s on land tenure arrangements and to 

pedestrianise Knox Street. 
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6. Next Meeting 

 

The next meeting is scheduled to be held on 30 April 2019. 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 7.45pm.  

 


