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WOOLLAHRA COUNCIL 
DOUBLE BAY WORKING PARTY 

 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Date:  Tuesday 12 February 2019 
Time:  6.00pm  
Location: Thornton Room, Woollahra Council 
 

Present Councillors 
 
 
 
Business 
 
Property Owners 
 
 
Residents 
 
Gabrielle Upton MP’s 
Office 
 
Woollahra Council 
staff 
 
Others 
 

Toni Zeltzer (Chair) 
Mark Silcocks 
Anthony Marano 
 
Katherine O’Regan 
 
Eduard Litver 
Byron Rose 
 
Anthony Tregoning 
 
Carol Freeman 
 
 
Allan Coker 
Peter Kauter 
 
Alka Parti (with Eduard Litver) 
Kellie Prescott (Sydney East Business Chamber) 
  

 
 

Item  Subject Discussion Action 
1 
 

Apologies Cristina Talacko 
Ralf Bruegger 
Deirdre O’Loghlin 
Alex Oliver 
 

Nil 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

Adoption of minutes of 
meeting on 9 October 
2018 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
adopted without change.  

Nil 

3 Late correspondence Circulated by e-mail 11/2/19: 

 Latest iteration of the Draft DBPP 

 Revised agenda (staff sought any 
feedback on the new format from WP 
Members) 

Noted 
 
WP Members be 
invited to provide 
feedback on the new 
agenda format 
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Item  Subject Discussion Action 
4 4.1 Double Bay Place 

Plan review 
An updated version of the Draft DBPP, 
(earlier e-mailed to W P members) was 
distributed at the meeting.  
 
There was discussion about the specific 
changes to the previous version, the need to 
clarify the latest version & the opportunity for 
members to go through the draft.  
 
The specific changes involved those agreed at 
the previous meeting, as reflected in the 
minutes. It was agreed the latest version be e-
mailed to WP Members & WP Members 
provide any final comments within 1 week. 
Following this, & subject to the nature of any 
comments, the draft DBPP be reported to the 
Environmental Planning Committee for 
adoption by Council. 
 
It was pointed out that the map on p.5, 
Business activities in Double Bay, needed 
updating (including the status of the Cosmo 
Centre & reference to ‘Old’ South Head Road). 
 

The latest version of 
the Draft DBPP be e-
mailed to WP 
Members. 
 
WP Members provide 
any final comments 
on the Draft DBPP 
within 1 week. 
 
Subject to any 
comments, the Draft 
DBPP be reported to 
the Environmental 
Planning Committee 
for adoption by 
Council. 

4.2 Lighting Strategy There had been difficulties in contacting Leni 
Schwendinger who is no longer with Arup (K 
O’Regan may be able to assist). There was 
discussion on: 

 cost of iGuzzini design compared to 
other options previously  looked at 

 which designs best satisfy the 
mood/ambient lighting outcomes 
consistent with the intent of the 
Strategy  

 procurement matters, such as long 
term maintenance, supply & cost of 
parts, dealing with overseas suppliers, 
warranty, reliability 

 whether all existing lanterns need to 
be replaced, i.e. NSH Road lanterns 

 
The WP was keen to progress this and asked 
for as much information as possible to be 
provided to the next meeting to allow an 
informed position to be reached. 

As much information 
as possible be 
provided to the next 
WP meeting 

4.3 Sydney East 
Business Chamber 

Katherine O’Regan commented on: 
 

 trading being flat across all retail 
sectors – people not spending 

 differences between the ‘north’ and 
‘south’ sides – importance of the 

Noted  
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Item  Subject Discussion Action 
Cross St cinema (this led to 
discussion on parking, including last 
night’s Council decision not to use 
Steyne Park or any park for parking 
during the construction phase, 
temporary parking alternatives and 
timing). 

 amenity impacts of outdoor dining at 
licensed premises – Allan Coker to 
attend next Board meeting  

 

5 General business 
 

 5.1 Placemaking grants 
 

The next round of Placemaking grants will 
commence in March. Grants upto $7,500 are 
available for applicants who meet the criteria. 
We hope to be using a new on-line platform, 
Smartygrants, for administering the program – 
it will also be used for our Community & 
Cultural & Environmental Grants. 

Noted.  

 5.2 Data analysis review 
of wi-fi data 

The graphs show a gradual decline in the 
number of wi-fi devices being detected. This 
includes Kiaora Lane although the decline 
there is less. Knox St is similar to Kiaora Lane. 
Cross St has the highest activity of the access 
points being monitored. 
 
[NOTE There have been a few issues with the 
wi-fi network & the service provider has 
advised what maintenance now needs to be 
done – our IT people are looking how to best 
resolve these issues. It is as inconvenience to 
those people wanting to use the service but it 
is also likely to be affecting our data analytics. 
There have also been outages over the last 
couple of weeks that would have had an 
impact] 
 

Noted 

 5.3 Environmental 
monitoring trial  

A Smart City Sensor is being trialled in NSH 
Rd outside the Library. This is a free, 3 month 
trial offered by our wi-fi service provider, 
Infrastructure Logic. It provides data on 
environmental conditions and a potential 
measure of ‘comfort conditions’ for people in 
the commercial centre. It provides data on air 
pressure, temperature, humidity, particulate 
matter, noise levels, etc. It is intended that the 
outcomes from the trial will be presented to 
the next WP meeting.  
 

Noted 
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Item  Subject Discussion Action 
 5.4 Review of planning 

controls 
An update was provided on the review of 
planning controls in the Double Bay commercial 
centre and also on the changes aimed at 
ensuring new developments maintain a 
reasonable amount of non-residential space. 
 
There was discussion on the role and process 
around voluntary planning agreements (VPAs) 
and how the money raised could be invested 
back into Double Bay to carry out projects such 
as those in our Lighting and Public Domain 
Strategies (presently there is no VPA policy for 
Woollahra). 
 
Concern was raised about the effect the 
proposed quota for non-residential floor space 
would have on redevelopment viability – it was 
pointed out that this was not the long term 
solution. 
 

Noted  

 5.5 A conversation with Dr 
Kerryn Phelps 

On Friday 1/2/19 Dr Phelps facilitated a 
discussion on matters of interest to local 
businesses. Representatives of local business 
chambers, East Sydney, Paddington, Bondi & 
Coogee, spoke about issues of interest to their 
members. Some of the topics discussed 
included energy, tax, medical & transport. This 
was followed by a Q & A with the audience.  
 
This event took place at Woollahra Library. 
 

Noted 

 5.6 Going local – with 
Michael Shuman 

Michael Shuman held a masterclass aimed at 
helping participants formulate a plan for 
community revitalisation by introducing the 
latest tools of economy building, community 
capital and placemaking.  
 
Michael is an attorney, economist, author and 
one of the world’s leaders in the re-localisation 
and local finance movement.  
 
A particular take-out was the importance of 
local investment, buying local where possible. 
 
This Masterclass was held at Woollahra Library 
on 6/2/19 and organised by Gilbert 
Rochecouste, Village Well Place School. 
 
The powerpoint presentation will be made 
available in due course.  
 
The Working Party was told of the likelihood of 
vacancies, in the near future, at the Cosmo 
Centre including difficulties with the café and 

Noted  
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Item  Subject Discussion Action 
the need for activation, e.g. creating a mall in 
Knox Street.  
 

There being no further business the meeting concluded at about 7.45pm 
 
The next meeting of the Working Party 19 March 2019 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


