
Oxford Street Working Party  

Meeting Minutes  

 

   Meeting held – Tuesday 6/3/2018 (No. 1/2018) 

 

Present: Councillors: Matthew Robertson (Chair), Megan McEwan, Anthony Marano and 

Harriet Price 

 

 Property owners: Theo Onisforou and Cathy Samios 

 

Professor Ed Blakeley  

 

 Staff: Peter Kauter – Manager-Placemaking (Woollahra Council) 

 

Meeting opened: 6.00pm in the Thornton Room, Woollahra Council Chambers 

 

Item 

No. 

Subject Discussion Action 

1. Apologies 

 
 

Councillor Peter Cavanagh (Mayor) 

Councillor Philip Thalis (City of Sydney) 

Andrew Bragg (Resident representative) 

Daniel Mitchell (Paddington Business Partnership) 

[Anitra Morgarna & Francesca O’Brien (City of Sydney) were staff apologies] 

 

2. Late correspondence 

 
Nil 

3. Minutes from previous minutes 

 3.1 Confirmation of 

minutes 

Adopted without change 

 3.2 Follow up matters 3.2.1 Media release 

The positive media release, to point out the resurgence of 

Oxford Street attributable to furniture and lifestyle, has 

been circulated to media outlets but has not been 

published by any of the major newspapers.  

 

There was discussion on how to get it published 

including engaging a PR Agent. The allocation of funds 

for this purpose is outside the Working Party’s terms of 

reference.  

 

3.2.2 City of Sydney – membership on the Working 

Party 

The City of Sydney has appointed Councillor Philip 

Thalis as its nominee on the Working Party. His 

Councillor Support Officer has been contacted & he has 

been included on the mailing list. Formal confirmation of 

his appointment is expected soon.  

 

Speak with our 

Communications 

Staff and report back 

to next meeting on 

options for getting 

the media release 

published. 

 

 

 

 

The City of Sydney 

be thanked for 

appointing 

Councillor Philip 

Thalis to the 

Working Party 

4 1-11 Oxford Street (in 

City of Sydney LGA) 

The joint venture partners who recently purchased this 

significant property, Central Element & Boston Global, 

decided not to make a presentation to the Working Party 

meeting until first talking to key stakeholders. 

 

The Working Party discussed the importance of this 

property & constraints in achieving on-site parking. It 

was hoped the partners would be in a position to make a 

presentation to the next meeting. 

The advice from the 

joint venture 

partners, Central 

Element & Boston 

Global, be noted. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

5. 

 

 

Perry Lane 5.1 Future activities – proposed art works 

Two new murals are proposed on the side wall of 264 

Oxford St; the necessary paperwork is being prepared. 

The Perry Lane Art Project (PLAP) organisers have 

updated their hard copy documentary to include the last 

event, a collaboration with UNSW Art + Design called 

‘Seeing & Being Seen’ – the book was circulated at the 

meeting. 

 

5.2 Permanent closure of Perry Lane – report to the 

Traffic Committee by our Traffic Engineers expected 

early 2018. Traffic counts have been taken. Some 

surrounding property owners have reservations – they 

principally relate to access arrangements. These will need 

to be addressed. 

 

Concern was expressed about the time it was taking to 

get a decision & there was discussion about the reasons 

for this. Even if the decision was not to close the lane it 

would be better to know this as early as possible so future 

plans could be made. It was also acknowledged that some 

of the reservations raised by neighbours could be 

complex. 

 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Working Party 

express its concern 

over the time it is 

taking to make a 

decision on the 

permanent closure of 

Perry Lane. Traffic 

Engineers be asked to 

report to the earliest 

available Traffic 

Committee meeting. 

6. Paddington Business 

Partnership (PBP) 

6.1 Funding – the PBP’s funding request for 2017/2018 

for $32K was approved on 18/12/2017 (funding of $25K 

was previously approved for the 2017 William Street 

Festival); funded activities under their Business Plan 

relate to marketing & communication, wayfinding 

booklet (2nd edition), Christmas festivities and & 

networking. The Council also agreed in principle to doing 

Christmas decorations in Oxford Street with an allocation 

included in the draft budget. 

 

6.2 Update on recent activities – the PBP provided 

information on: 

 Paddington Play Day - It’s about reclaiming the 

city and it’s streets as a place for pedestrians, 

children, families, life & business 

 Membership push 

 2nd edition of the wayfinding map 

 Christmas 2018 

 Head On Photo Festival 

 William Street Festival  

 Preparation of the funding application to meet 

31 March deadline 

 

There was discussion on Christmas decoration options, 

cost and co-ordinating with the City of Sydney. Subject 

to budget outcomes, wreaths on light poles was the 

favoured approach. 

 

Paddington Play Day concept was supported with varied 

views on what form it could take – from a street being 

closed with residents doing the rest to a curated street 

closure, beautification and activities. Suitable street 

options and information on the cost of doing a road 

closure were requested for the next meeting. Reference 

was made to recent similar events in the Waverley 

Council area. 

Noted. Proceed with 

procurement of 

Oxford St Christmas 

decorations, in 

particular wreaths on 

light poles. 

 

 

 

 

Information to be 

provided to the next 

meeting on the cost 

of road closures and 

suitable streets for 

Paddington Play Day.  



 

[Note: the PBP President was a late apology]  

 

7. City of Sydney 

 

 

 

The City of Sydney provided an update of Oxford St 

related activities. The following is a summary. 

 

Public toilet (cnr William St) 

DA expected in March 

 

Traffic & transport study 

RMS (in conjunction with TfNSW) is now leading a 

“Movement and Place” process for Oxford Street.  This 

offers the opportunity for a more nuanced and holistic 

approach to re-allocation of road space along the Oxford 

Street corridor to improve the ‘place’ outcomes.  

 

The process (being undertaken by Aecom) includes a 

number of workshops with key stakeholders including 

RMS, TfNSW, representatives from local government 

(Sydney, Waverley, Randwick, Woollahra Councils).  It 

is part of a pilot program to test the application of the 

Movement and Place approach. 

 

RMS is in the process of completing the report from the 

workshops that will be shared with stakeholders.  

 

Grants & sponsorship 
Chambers of Commerce can access up to $180k per year 

across the City’s grants program eg. Business Support 

grant, Village Festival Grant, Knowledge Exchange 

Grant, and Cultural Grants. 

a) New Business Support Grant – Place & Industry 

The new Business Support Grant – Place & Industry 

program was approved by Council in December 2017 and 

the first grant round will open on 7 February, and closes 

on 12 March, for projects commencing August 2018.  

b) Transitional Funding 

Transitional funding was also approved by Council, 

providing cash grants, to the value of $18,000 each, to 

transition previous recipients of the ceased Village 

Business Grant program to the new grant.  

 

At this stage we do not know if Paddington Business 

Partnership will be making an application for the 

Business Support Grant. That info will become available 

in the report to Council for the meeting in June. So far 

they have not submitted a request for the Transitional 

Funding. 

c) Night-time diversification and live music and 

performance grants 

The City is committed to supporting a diverse Sydney at 

night to create an environment where later opening hours 

and more non-alcohol activities attract families and older 

people. 

 

Evening business activities will enhance the experience 

of shoppers and increase the vibrancy and safety of the 

area. While live music and performance venues will 

introduce, enhance and expand current programming. 

 

These new grants aim to increase the variety of business 

offerings and programmed activities in local centres. 

 

 Night-time diversification – matched grant up 

to $30,000 for 1 or 2 years for programming at 

night (6pm to 6am) to encourage increased 

variety of offerings in commercial precincts. 

Noted. 

 

 



 Live music and performance – matched grant 

up to $30,000 for venue improvements to grow 

and enhance the quality and quantity of 

programming. 

 

Consultation discussion paper - Have your say on 

late-night trading in Sydney 

The City is inviting the community to provide feedback 

on the rules that control trading hours and the areas 

where businesses can open at night in the city.  

 

Information about the review and giving feedback is 

available on sydneyyoursay.com.au. 

 

Head On Photo Festival 

Peter Kauter, Woollahra Council, has liaised with Jen 

Trinca, Relationship Manager re. the City’s support of 

Head On Photo Festival 2018 

 

1-11 Oxford Street 

No new DA has been recorded in the DA register 

 

8. UNSW Art+Design There was no update from UNSW Art+Design. Noted 

 

 

9. Head On Photo Festival 

 

 

Funding for the 2018 Festival – on 26/2/18 $55K funding 

approved, $25K cash & $30K in-kind. A program of 

activities is being planned in and around Oxford Street. 

We will temporarily close Perry Lane to vehicular traffic 

for the duration of the Festival to facilitate Festival 

related activities as well as a banner campaign along the 

length of Oxford Street & promotion through our 

electronic & social media outlets. The Festival will run 

from 5-20 May. 

 

Noted.  

10. General business 10.1 Easy to do Business (EtdB) – Woollahra joins 

EtdB. This is an initiative of the Office of the Small 

Business Commissioner (OSBC), facilitated by Service 

NSW (SNSW). It is about making it easier for businesses 

to start up & operate by helping them navigate the 

requirements of all levels of government. This is done 

through an on-line portal and concierge service. Initially 

it applies to the café, restaurant & small bar sector. We 

are now in finalising the necessary paperwork. 

10.2 Placemaking grants – this round of grants opened 1 

March & applications close 18 May. Grants upto $7.5K 

are available to businesses and not-for-profit 

organisations to carry out activities that will enliven & 

create added interest in our commercial areas, including 

Oxford Street. 

10.3 Banners – our Communications team will be rolling 

out banners throughout all of our commercial area, 

including Oxford Street, over the next few weeks.    

10.4 Other 

Public art – our Cultural Development team will include 

the traffic signal box outside the Light Brigade Hotel for 

a new mural. They are also assisting the 

Paddo/Woollahra RSL with a mural. 

Art Month – March is Art Month in Sydney with 

exhibitions from 1-25 March. This includes many 

activities in and around Oxford Street. 

French Week in Queen Street – from 18 – 25 March, it 

is a wide range of activities to celebrate French culture & 

its influence in Queen Street. This event was funded by a 

placemaking grant. 

Street Library – there was discussion about this website 

co-ordinated program & interest in installing Little 

Noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted. 

 

 

 

Noted. 

 

 

 

Noted. 

 

 

All were encouraged 

to attend this nearby 

event.  

 

Information for the 

next meeting on 



Libraries along Oxford Street. More information to come 

back to the next meeting on how this may be set up. 

 

 

Focus on furniture & lifestyle – there was open 

discussion about how to promote the rising profile of 

Oxford Street as the go-to lifestyle & furniture shopping 

destination. Ideas included a furnishing makeover of 

Paddington terrace houses by local furniture stores with 

the public invited to check out the results. Perhaps a 

competition between furniture stores/terrace house 

owners, with prizemoney. A number of scenarios were 

suggested. Promoted properly, this would have the 

potential to attract media attention and give this sector 

and Oxford Street great exposure. Sorting out the detail 

will be involved & the setting up of a sub-committee was 

raised – although there was a question as to whether this 

was within the scope of the Working Party. Information 

on how this may be pursued was requested for the next 

meeting, including the offer of prizemoney. 

  

arrangements for 

setting up Little 

Libraries.  

 

Information on 

promoting Oxford 

Street’s furniture & 

lifestyle offerings be 

provided for the next 

meeting, including 

the setting up of a 

sub-committee or the 

like. 

 

[NOTE: There was a 

Notice of Motion 

related to this 

promotion to the 

Council meeting on 

23 April 2018]  

There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 7.30pm. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting – TBC  

 

 

 

 

 

 


