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Items Determined Under Delegated Authority by 

Council Committees 

The following items were determined under Delegated Authority.  To see the delegated 

decisions of Council please refer to the individual Committee Meeting Minutes. 

 

Community & Environment Committee held on Monday 26 February 2018 

D1 Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 12 February 2018 

D2 Woollahra Libraries Report 1 July 2017 - 31 December 2017 

D3 Yarranabbe Park Steering Committee 

D4 Military Road, Watsons Bay upgrade 

D5 Rushcutters Bay Park Youth Recreation Facility 

D6 Woollahra Local Traffic Committee Minutes - 6 February 2018 

Corporate & Works Committee held on Monday 05 March 2018 

D1 Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 19 February 2018 

D2 Draft 2018/19 Rating Structure (SC2660) 
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Ordinary Council Meeting 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Woollahra Municipal Council 

held at the Council Chambers, 536 New South Head Road, Double Bay, on 

12 March 2018 at 8.00pm. 

 
Present:    His Worship the Mayor, Councillor Peter Cavanagh, ex-officio 

Councillors: Susan Wynne  (Deputy Mayor) 

Luise Elsing 

Mary-Lou Jarvis 

Anthony Marano 

Nick Maxwell 

Megan McEwin 

Harriet Price 

Lucinda Regan 

Matthew Robertson 

Isabelle Shapiro 

Richard Shields 

Mark Silcocks 

Toni Zeltzer 

 

 

Staff:  Allan Coker  (Director – Planning & Development) 

Lynne Garlick  (Director – Community Services) 

Gary James   (General Manager) 

Tom O’Hanlon  (Director – Technical Services) 

Helen Tola   (Manager – Governance & Council Support) 

 

 

 

Also in Attendance: Nil 
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Confirmation of Minutes 
 

 

30/18 

(Wynne/Robertson) 

Resolved: 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 26 February 2018 be taken as read and 

confirmed. 

 

 

 

Leave of Absence and Apologies 
 

An apology was received and accepted from Councillor Claudia Cullen and leave of absence 

granted. 

 

 

Declarations of Interest 
 

Nil 

 

 

Late Correspondence 
 

Note Council resolution of 27 June 2011 to read late correspondence in conjunction with the 

relevant Agenda Item NOM 2 (Plastic Bags) & NOM 3 (Dunara Reserve). 

 

 

Petitions Tabled 
 

Nil 
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Suspension of Standing Orders 
 

 

31/18 

Councillor Shapiro 

 

That Standing Orders be suspended to allow Councillor Shapiro to advise Council of passing of 

the Late Ross Clifton. 

 

Adopted 

 

The Mayor ruled and permitted the Suspension of Standing Orders. 
 

Councillor Shapiro advised: 

I just wanted to pay tribute to the late Ross Clifton a Rose Bay resident who passed away on the 21 

February 2018.  Ross was a very active member of the Rose Bay community, he was on the Rose 

Bay Chamber of Commerce and was a volunteer at various events.  I knew him from his role on 

the Community Safety Committee.  He was very active from when I took over in 2004 and was 

very much behind the work we did at Gap Park in helping to get funds etc.   

Ross has been ill for some years and even in the last year when he knew he was too ill to attend 

our meetings he asked to continue receiving agendas and minutes.  Right until the end he really 

wanted to be part of the community.  I want to pay tribute to him and send condolences to his son 

and daughter in law and partner for the past fifteen years Ms Jennifer Turner. 

The Mayor, Councillor Cavanagh asking: 
 

Thank you.  Would you like me to write a letter of condolence to the family? 

Councillor Shapiro in response: 
 

Yes, thank you Mr Mayor. 

The Council noted the information. 

 

 

32/18 

Councillor Robertson 
 

That the Suspension of Standing Orders continue to allow Councillor Robertson to advise Council 

of the opening of the Community Garden. 

 

Adopted 

 

The Mayor ruled and permitted the continuation of the Suspension of Standing Orders. 
 

Councillor Robertson advised: 

Thank you Mr Mayor.  I had the great pleasure in attending the opening of the Community Garden 

on the weekend.  Mr Mayor you were there, as was Councillor McEwin, Councillor Marano, 

Councillor Regan, Councillor Silcocks and Councillor Elsing.  I wanted to start by thanking you 

Mr Mayor, for making such a great speech.  You really did invigorate the collective of gardeners 

that were present and fill them with the spirit of what a community garden can deliver.  You spoke 

at length about the transforming effect the community garden had in the Paddington community 

through the long standing community garden at Trumper Park.  When I was first elected to 

Council, former Councillor Petrie told me that things happen very slowly.  
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So to think that only about three years ago I put a motion to Council to create that community 

garden, to see it come to fruition last weekend from only a plot of land with a fence around it to a 

space yet to produce wonderful food is a testament both to our staff and also to the dedicated and 

committed residents who brought this garden alive.  To their President Michelle Falstein and 

everyone involved and our professional staff, a big congratulations.   

The Mayor, Councillor Cavanagh advised: 

Thank you Councillor Robertson.  It’s amusing and I commented at how large an area it was, and 

the contractors turned up and had far more fencing to do it, so they just kept building. 

The Council noted the information. 

 

 

33/18 

Councillor Elsing 
 

That the Suspension of Standing Orders continue to allow Councillor Elsing to advise Council of 

Lochay Foundation International Women’s Day event. 

 

Adopted 

 

The Mayor ruled and permitted the continuation of the Suspension of Standing Orders. 
 

Councillor Elsing advised: 

Thank you, Mr Mayor.  On International Women’s Day I attended an event run by the Lochay 

Foundation.  It was a wonderful event held in Moore Park Bowling Club.  The Lochay Foundation 

is a foundation focused on domestic and family violence in the Eastern Suburbs.  Its objective is to 

provide case workers for those residents and families in domestic violence.  I found it to be a 

wonderful evening because on International Women’s Day they wanted to really illustrate the 

difficulties that face women in our municipality who are subject to domestic violence and the 

obstacles they have to overcome to protect themselves and their families. This charity is seeking to 

provide consistent case workers and that was their angle.  They said that when you are in that 

situation one of the things that really helps you get by is if you have a consistent case worker.  If 

there is some way that they could raise some funds people in those situations would get access to a 

consistent caseworker and that would make life a lot easier on them.  I thoroughly endorse this 

charity and am hoping that we as a Council can work with them as what they are doing is so 

important for our community.  

The Council noted the information. 
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34/18 

Councillor Elsing 

 

That the Suspension of Standing Orders continue to allow Councillor Elsing to advise Council of 

French Week in Queen Street. 

 

Adopted 

 

The Mayor ruled and permitted the continuation of the Suspension of Standing Orders. 
 

Councillor Elsing advised: 

I would like to give a plug to our French Week in Queen Street.  I am in Cooper Ward and my 

fellow Cooper comrades would be in support of Our French Week in Queen Street.  It’s about 

celebrating French culture in Queen Street and what is fantastic is that it is being inspired by the 

businesses in Queen Street as a way to attract traffic and attention into Queen Street and also 

celebrate culture.  It is everything we are about and I know it’s a little of a long bow, Councillor 

Zeltzer, but I think that a lot of the work that we have been doing is celebrating culture.  I take this 

event as one our successes.  They might not accept it, but I one hundred percent own this event and 

the flow on effect on place making also adopting cultural events, invigorating areas and supporting 

local business.  I just want to bring to your attention that there is a cocktail party event on next 

Friday night the 18 March 2018 which I encourage all Councillors to attend.  It is a very 

reasonable price, I hope you can find it in your hearts to come along and have two hours of 

drinking and celebrating.  It would be comrade activities. 

Councillor Marano advised: 

Following Councillor Elsing, it sounds great and I will probably come along.  It’s just a shame that 

when we did our own French markets in the carpark off Queen Street, the cranky old men in 

Queen Street were so critical of what we were doing saying that we were taking business away 

from them, taking up valuable car spots and now they are doing their own thing.  

Councillor Zeltzer advised: 

I just wanted to credit one of our local residents for the event that is upcoming, French Week in 

Queen Street and yes it came out of the French soiree.  I would like the Mayor if it is possible to 

write to John Knott who attended ours wearing a red beret and running the art class.  He loved it so 

much that he pursued the idea to bring it to Queen Street and brought everyone on board.  He is a 

friend of ours, he has a real passion for the French Culture and I am delighted to see our cultural 

day being celebrated.  I would like something to be sent to him in writing. 

The Mayor, Councillor Cavanagh in response: 

I will do that. 

The Council noted the information. 
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35/18 

Councillor Wynne 

 

That the Suspension of Standing Orders continue to allow Councillor Wynne to advise of former 

Councillor Petrie’s event. 

 

Adopted 

 

The Mayor ruled and permitted the continuation of the Suspension of Standing Orders. 
 

The Councillor Wynne advised: 

I would just like to congratulate you and everybody involved on the event that was held on Friday 

evening in recognising former Councillor Petrie and his service to the community during his time 

in local government.  I know there were many Councillors there.  It was a really special night, to 

see the amount of people who turned out from the community and the support he was given.  I was 

privileged with writing a reference for his Order of Australia application, I wrote down exactly 

how many Monday nights he had given up, in the order of 1,300 Monday nights.  We talked about 

the fact that his daughter was born after he was on Council, she hasn’t known anything differently, 

he did say that perhaps his family preferred for him to be at Council every Monday night than at 

home as it’s a little adjustment for all of them.  It was such a special evening and to recognise that 

act of service, we all know what’s involved in being a Councillor and how sometimes it is very 

hard work.  Twenty five years is extraordinary.  I loved Andrew’s speech and his recognition of 

staff and I think we can all support his sentiment.  It was a special evening and I wanted to 

congratulate the Mayor and everyone else involved.  I know that Patricia Vella and Councillor 

Shapiro were instrumental in the event. Congratulations. 

 

The Mayor, Councillor Cavanagh advised: 

 

I think we should congratulate, Patricia Vella for doing all the hard work. 

The Council noted the information. 

 

 

36/18 

Councillor Marano 
 

That the Suspension of Standing Orders continue to allow Councillor Marano to advise Council of 

Poets Picnic. 

 

Adopted 

 

The Mayor ruled and permitted the continuation of the Suspension of Standing Orders. 
 

Councillor Marano advised: 

Thank you, Mr Mayor.  I would like to mention the Poets Picnic event which I attended with the 

Mayor, Councillor Maxwell and Councillor Jarvis.  It was an amazing event along the lines of the 

Small Sculpture Prize and Citizen of the Year events we hold and is one of the things we do really 

well despite the neighbours complaining about the noise.  It was a very clever and very inspiring 

evening.  Even the Minister for Local Government recited a little poem about blackberries. Thank 

you to Vicki Munro and  Jenn Martin. 
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Councillor Jarvis advised: 

Councillor Marano’s point about the Poets Picnic, I would just say that he has presumably not got 

Micky’s Poem about the supernova.  I was so impressed that I actually got them to send it to me. It 

was a very touching poem about her father who died from multiple sclerosis (MS) and she was a 

young girl and had to work out how she would somehow keep going and her connection.  She 

thought of it in terms living in an alternate universe as a supernova. I will share that with all the 

other Councillors. 

The Council noted the information. 

 

 

37/18 

Councillor Marano 

 

That the Suspension of Standing Orders continue to allow Councillor Marano to advise Council of 

International Women’s Day event. 

 

Adopted 

 

The Mayor ruled and permitted the continuation of the Suspension of Standing Orders. 

 

 
Councillor Marano advised: 

The other event I attended was the International Women’s Day event held at Council on Thursday.  

There were only three men present in the room that night, Councillor Silcocks, Councillor Jarvis’s 

husband and I. We were outnumbered. We had the speaker Salam Zreika-Drennan, who was the 

first ever Australian Police Officer in New South Wales or the Australian Capital Territory as hijab 

wearing, she called herself scarfy as she had the scarf.  It was such an inspirational speech about 

her background growing up and how she ended up where she is today.  Everyone loved it, she 

answered questions and it was an excellent night.  Leah Ferry did an amazing job putting that on.   

Councillor Price advised: 

I also wanted to congratulate Councillor Jarvis for International Women’s Day, she hosted it 

extremely well and did a fantastic job.   

Councillor Jarvis advised: 

I just wanted to say thank you to you Mr Mayor, I was very happy that you were very happy 

celebrating your birthday and gave me the opportunity to host International Women’s Day.  It was 

a most inspiring choice to have Salam Zreika-Drennan as guest speaker.  She was an inspiration.  

In the room down stairs there was sixty to eighty women in there plus three men including my 

husband and various Councillors in this room.  Everybody was blown away by International 

Women’s Day.  The only thing to be said, and Councillor Regan also helped me, was that I was 

able to point out that in this Council we punch above our weight as women with sixty percent of 

this Council and we talked about the fact that we were actually setting the trend for hopefully other 

Councils around New South Wales.  In fact we pointed out some male , noting in fact there are 

some male dominated Councils (i.e. no women).  Unfortunately I was unable to go to the event 

that Councillor Elsing attended, I have a friend on the board and I believe once Councillor Wynne 

was a board member which was about helping, protecting and supporting women and victims of 

domestic violence.  

The Council noted the information. 
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38/18 

The Mayor, Councillor Cavanagh 

 

That the Suspension of Standing Orders continue to allow The Mayor Cavanagh to advise Council 

of Commonwealth Day. 

 

Adopted 

 

The Mayor ruled and permitted the continuation of the Suspension of Standing Orders. 
 

The Mayor, Councillor Cavanagh advised: 

Today is actually Commonwealth Day.  The fifty-three nations of the Commonwealth come 

together.  I was at a luncheon at Parliament House and I am also the former Treasurer of the 

Commonwealth Council.  The Governor attends and reads the Queen’s speech and each year it is 

always a different theme.  This year it was about adversity in the world and what can we do to 

make the world bind together even more.  It’s always a special day and its always the second 

Monday in March, quite often it falls on the 8 March which is also my birthday.   

The Council noted the information. 
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General Manager and Officer’s Report 
 

Item No: 8.1   

Subject: REVIEW OF COUNCIL COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 

Authors: Stephen Dunshea, Director Corporate Services 

Allan Coker, Director - Planning & Development  

Approver: Gary James, General Manager  

File No: 18/34903 

Reason for Report: To recommend a new Committee structure and monthly meeting cycle to 

take effect from April 2018 as a consequence of commencement of the 

Woollahra Local Planning Panel.    

 

 

39/18 

(Robertson/Zeltzer) 

Resolved: 

 

A. THAT Council adopt the following revised Committee Structure to be effective from April 

2018: 

 

Finance, Community & Services Committee (FWS) 

Meets:   1st Monday 

Commences:  6.00pm 

Membership:  Mayor (ex-officio) 

    7 Councillors 

The role of the Finance, Community & Services Committee is to consider financial, budget 

and works issues and issues relating to services for people. 

  

Environmental Planning Committee (EP) 

Meets:   1st Monday 

Commences:  6.00pm  

Membership:  Mayor (ex-officio) 

    7 Councillors 

The role of the Environmental Planning Committee is to consider design and strategic 

planning issues that affect the municipality and our local environment. 

 

Strategic & Corporate Committee (SP) 

Meets:   As required 

Commences:  Depends on circumstances 

Membership:  Mayor (ex-officio) 

    All Councillors 

The Strategic & Corporate Committee deals with issues that have an impact on the whole of 

Council. 

  

B. THAT Council adopt the following revised monthly meeting cycle to be effective from April 

2018: 

 

Week 1:  Finance, Community & Services Committee 

   Environmental Planning Committee 

Week 2:  Free Monday available for briefings and presentations 

Week 3:  Ordinary Council Meeting (6.00pm) 

Week 4:  Free Monday available for briefings and presentations 
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C. THAT the delegations and authorities for the Corporate & Works Committee, Urban 

Planning Committee, Community & Environment Committee adopted by Council on 11 

June 2013 and reaffirmed by resolution of Council on 25 September 2017 be incorporated 

into delegations and authorities for the new Finance, Community & Services Committee and 

the Environmental Planning Committee as appropriate.  

 

D. THAT Council rescinds all previous delegations for the determination of development and 

related applications and replaces those delegations with the following delegation: 

  

“Delegation to the General Manager under section 4.8(2)(b) of the Environmental 

Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

To determine all development and related applications under the Environmental Planning 

and Assessment Act 1979 that are not required to be determined by the Sydney Eastern City 

Planning Panel or the Woollahra Local Planning Panel. 

 

E. THAT an Extraordinary Council meeting be held on Monday 9 April 2018 at 5.30pm prior 

to the commencement of the inaugural Finance, Community & Services Committee and 

Environmental Planning Committee to appoint the Chair, Deputy Chair and other members 

for the period to September 2018. 

 

F. THAT the current organisational structure be confirmed. 

 

G. THAT a review of the effectiveness of the Committee Structure and Meeting Cycle be 

undertaken and presented to Council in September 2018. 

 

 
For the Motion Against the Motion 

 

Councillor Cavanagh Nil 

Councillor Cullen 

Councillor Elsing 

Councillor Jarvis 

Councillor Marano 

Councillor Maxwell 

Councillor McEwin 

Councillor Price 

Councillor Regan 

Councillor Robertson 

Councillor Shapiro 

Councillor Shields 

Councillor Silcocks 

Councillor Wynne 

Councillor Zeltzer 

 

15/0 
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Corporate & Works Committee 
 

 

Items with Recommendations from the Committee Meeting of Monday 5 March 2018 

Submitted to the Council for Determination 
 

 

Item No: R1 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 
EXTINGUISHMENT OF COVENANT - 81 BULKARA ROAD, 

BELLEVIEW HILL 

Author: Zubin Marolia, Manager - Property & Projects  

Approver: Tom O'Hanlon, Director - Technical Services  

File No: 18/25399 

Reason for Report: To seek approval from Council to extinguish a restrictive Covenant 

affecting 81 Bulkara  Road, Belleview Hill  

 

 Motion moved by Councillor Zeltzer 

Seconded by Councillor Elsing 

  

THAT Council raises no objection to the extinguishment of the Covenant in its entirety affecting 

lot 20 in DP12722 (known as 81 Bulkara Road Bellevue Hill), established by registered transfer 

dealing B230282 dated 8 June 1925, in accordance with the application for extinguishment lodged 

by registered proprietors Adam Gerard Harvey and Jillian Elizabeth Dunstan. 

 

Amendment moved by Councillor Shields 

Seconded by Councillor Jarvis 

THAT Council consents to the extinguishment of the Covenant in its entirety affecting lot 20 in 

DP12722 (known as 81 Bulkara Road Bellevue Hill), established by registered transfer dealing 

B230282 dated 8 June 1925, in accordance with the application for extinguishment lodged by 

registered proprietors Adam Gerard Harvey and Jillian Elizabeth Dunstan. 

The Amendment was put and carried. 

The Amendment became the Motion. 

The Motion was put and carried. 

 

 

40/18 

(Shields/Jarvis) 

Resolved: 

 

THAT Council consents to the extinguishment of the Covenant in its entirety affecting lot 20 in 

DP12722 (known as 81 Bulkara Road Bellevue Hill), established by registered transfer dealing 

B230282 dated 8 June 1925, in accordance with the application for extinguishment lodged by 

registered proprietors Adam Gerard Harvey and Jillian Elizabeth Dunstan.  
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Item No: R2 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: DRAFT CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE - CONSULTATION 

Authors: Patrick Brown, Acting Governance Services Co-ordinator 

Helen Tola, Manager - Governance & Council Support  

Approver: Stephen Dunshea, Director Corporate Services  

File No: 18/5384 

Reason for Report: To present to Council a draft response to the draft Code of Meeting 

Practice which is on public exhibition. 

 

 

41/18 

(Robertson/Elsing) 

Resolved: 

 

A. THAT Council notes the report on the draft Code of Meeting Practice. 

 

B. THAT Council endorses the Draft Submission to the Office of Local Government presented 

as Annexure 2, subject to amending the Draft Submission to reference that Council strongly 

recommends reference to the non-mandatory restriction on the number of Notices of Motion 

be removed altogether from the Code of Meeting Practice as it does not allow for open and 

transparent decision making and it is something that Woollahra Council will not support. 

 

 

 

 

Item No: R3 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 
DRAFT COUNCILLOR INDUCTION AND PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT - CONSULTATION 

Authors: Patrick Brown, Acting Governance Services Co-ordinator 

Helen Tola, Manager - Governance & Council Support  

Approver: Stephen Dunshea, Director Corporate Services  

File No: 18/29188 

Reason for Report: To present to Council a draft response to the Councillor Induction and 

Professional Development Consultation Draft.  

 

 

42/18 

(Shields/Zeltzer) 

Resolved without debate: 

 

A. THAT Council notes the report on the Councillor Induction and Professional Development 

Consultation Draft. 

 

B. THAT Council endorses the Draft Submission to the Office of Local Government presented 

as Annexure 2. 
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Notices of Motion 
 

Item No: 11.1 

Subject: 
NOTICE OF MOTION - WOOLLAHRA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

From: Councillors Harriet Price, Megan McEwin and Matthew Robertson 

Date: 6/03/2018 

File No: 18/35192 

 

 

43/18 

(Price/Zeltzer) 

Resolved without debate: 
 

THAT Council:  

 

1. Notes that on 28 April 2014, Council adopted the ‘Woollahra Municipal Council Traffic 

Management Strategy’ report prepared by GTA Consultants, dated 19 March 2014 (the 

Report). 

 

2. Requests staff to prepare a report and advise (via a briefing to Councillors) on the extent to 

which the Local Area Traffic Management (LATM) assessment tool and ranking system 

(the LATM System) developed in the Report is utilised and updated by Council to prioritise 

and allocate funding for traffic capital works projects. In particular, the report should provide 

details on: 

a. when the most recent RMS crash data, vehicle speed data and community concerns 

and complaints data was updated to the LATM System; and 

b. all LATM Assessment Results (and rankings) calculated since the publication of the 

Report. 

 

3. Requests staff to publish all LATM Assessment Results (and rankings) on an annual basis 

and report those results to the appropriate Committee. 

 

Adopted 
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Item No: 11.2 

Subject: NOTICE OF MOTION - SINGLE-USE PLASTICS  

From: Councillors Matthew Robertson, Toni Zeltzer, Megan McEwin and Susan 

Wynne 

Date: 7/03/2018 

File No: 18/35365 

 

Note:  Late correspondence was tabled by Helen Pellegrino, Bella Glenny & Rosie White. 

 

 

44/18 

(Zeltzer/Robertson) 

Resolved without debate: 
 

THAT Council:  

 

1. Notes the public forum presentation at the Council meeting of 26 February 2018, made by 

Climate Action Eastern Suburbs on the impacts of single-use plastics and marine pollution.   

 

2. Notes progress in the United Kingdom towards reducing single-use plastics, in particular the 

advocacy of Her Majesty the Queen, His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales and Sir David 

Attenborough.  

 

3. Adopts as Council policy that all local festivals and events that Council sponsors, endorses 

and/or participates in, be free of single-use plastic.  

 

4. Request staff to prepare guidelines for event organisers around what constitutes single use 

plastic items, including but not limited to plastic drink bottles, glasses, cutlery and plastic 

bags.  

 

5.  Request staff to investigate and implement at all appropriate Council assets and properties a 

receptacle or depot, for the collection of single use plastic and investigates means by which 

this plastic can be forwarded to those companies or organisations who recycle it. 

 

Adopted 
  

  



Woollahra Municipal Council 

Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 12 March 2018 

 Page 439 

 

Item No: 11.3 

Subject: 
NOTICE OF MOTION - DUNARA RESERVE - PROPOSED 

HERITAGE LISTING 

From: Councillor Mark Silcocks 

Date: 8/03/2018 

File No: 18/36911 

 

Note:  Late correspondence was tabled by George Farkas. 

 

 

45/18 

(Silcocks/Zeltzer) 

 

Resolved without debate: 
 

THAT Council requests staff to prepare and submit a report including a heritage assessment and 

draft heritage inventory sheet for Dunara Reserve to Urban Planning Committee to facilitate 

consideration of Dunara Reserve (and its elements) being: 

 

1. included in the Woollahra Local Environmental Plan as a heritage item;  and  

 

2. listed as a heritage item of state significance on the NSW State Heritage Register. 
 

Adopted 
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Questions for Next Meeting 
 

Item No: 12.1 

Subject: QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING 

Author: Sue O'Connor, Secretarial Support - Governance  

Approver: Helen Tola, Manager - Governance & Council Support  

File No: 18/33770 

Reason for Report: To provide a response to Questions for Next Meeting from Council 

Meeting of 26 February 2018 and for Councillors to ask Questions for 

Next Meeting in accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 

 

 

46/18 

(Wynne/Robertson) 

Resolved: 

 

A. That the responses to previous Questions for Next Meeting be noted. 

 

B. That Councillors ask Questions for Next Meeting in accordance with Council’s Code of 

Meeting Practice. 

 

  

   

 Question No: 12.2    Container Deposit Machines 

 

 Councillor McEwin asking: 

 

I refer to my previous question relating to container deposit machines.  In the previous meeting we 

asked about where they were going to be and when.  I was under the impression that there were 

going to be multiple sites and it was in our control when they would be placed there.  The advice 

now is that we have only found one location which is the south eastern corner behind the Lyne 

Park tennis courts and that we have to get the container deposit scheme operator to do it.   

 

Can I please get some clarity as to why only one site and why are we in charge of when and where 

they get put? 

 

Director Technical Services in response: 

 

Mr Mayor the answer is in two parts, one yes we are in control where the operator has come to us 

seeking locations for us and we had not accepted any of them.  It is now up to them to make a 

submission and do all the planning around that with our approval.  We have not given our approval 

but that is the discussion.  We are open to suggestions in other locations but be aware these are 

large facilities about 8 metres by 3 metres and you need to be able to access them by car as well.  

It’s really hard to find appropriate locations that are public enough to be useful but not impose on 

our local public spaces.  

 

Councillor McEwin further asking: 

 

So there is one at the Bondi Junction train station.  Can we have a deposit machine in each ward, 

whether a big machine or a small machine?  Are we able to see the locations that they suggested?  
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Director Technical Services in response: 

 

Yes.  There are two types a smaller and a larger one.   I can tell you, one was near the Rose Bay 

Community Garden (it was going to get rid of a lot of the parking and it was too out of the way 

and wasn’t that attractive to the operator and not really anywhere central where the people would 

be going to) and the other was in Lyne Park right next to the café which we felt was just way too 

intrusive. 

 

Councillor McEwin further asking: 

 

What about the Edgecliff Centre, can we have one of those small deposit machines similar to the 

Bondi Junction train station?   

 

Director Technical Services in response: 

 

We could happily suggest that, but if it was in the train station it would not be our responsibility 

but rather the responsibility of State Transport NSW.  We can put that to the operators.  They may 

already be doing that and we would not be aware. 

 

Councillor McEwin further asking: 

 

What about the Woolworths Car Park in Double Bay? 

 

Director Technical Services in response: 

 

We could put a small one in there, the larger one would just take up too much space (taking up five 

or six car parking spaces).  

 

Councillor McEwin further asking: 

 

The reason I am thinking about multiple sites is that there are a lot of schools wanting to collect 

containers and raise money for the schools.  

 

Director Technical Services in response: 

 

The About Life Stores are receiving cans and bottles.  Certainly the one in Surry Hills is. They 

provide a docket which can be refunded later or you can give it to a charity.  Similar to my 

children, they take the docket to About Life store in Surry Hills and they give them a docket which 

they donate to charity.    

 

Councillor McEwin further asking: 

 

I keep getting these questions from residents, what we need, where can we take it and therefore it 

would be great to see something in my ward and a deposit location in every ward.  I think Lyne 

Park is just too far for kids to get to.  

 

Director Technical Services in response: 
 

We are absolutely open to suggestions on appropriate locations. 

 

 

 



Woollahra Municipal Council 

Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 12 March 2018 

 Page 442 

Councillor Marano asking:  

 

Just a further question on the container deposit schemes, given Mr O’Hanlon said they are the size 

of a shipping container, what actually goes on inside these? Why do they need to be so big?  If 

everyone is going to drive to one depot for the whole of Woollahra it will not be very efficient.  I 

was also advised by Councillor Shields that cans need to be in pristine condition (i.e. can’t be 

squashed or dented in any way) to be accepted. 

 

Director Technical Services in further response: 
 

I might have exaggerated a bit when I said it looks like a shipping container, its slightly smaller 

than a shipping container (i.e. 8 metres by 3 metres).  Basically it has a series of conveyor belts, 

and a series of 240 litre bins, where the materials are dropped into those bins for them to be taken 

away by a truck.  The smaller ones for train platforms and the like, they are really small and hold 

essentially one, 240 litre bin, so they will need to be emptied frequently.  

 

The reason for the choice we made is to allow people to come with cars and also when attending 

ferries to deposit containers.  I am not aware of that requirement. 

 

Councillor Shields in response advised: 

 

That the member for Vaucluse gave us that indication.  

 

Director Technical Services in further response: 
 

One of the issues they are having with plastic bottles is that labels need to be in tact to see that 

they are a deposit bottle, but I wasn’t aware of the consideration of the cans and this does seem to 

be a little odd. 

 

 

 

 Question No: 12.3     Dillion Street Reserve 

 

 Councillor Robertson asking: 

 

Thank you, my question is about the Dillion Street Reserve.  Mr Mayor, you may recall we put a 

Motion to Council in 2016 noting the opportunity to refresh the open space once the voluntary 

planning agreement (VPA) land is handed to the Council from a developer. We requested that staff 

at that stage prepare a landscape plan and undertake a process to name the park.  I note that since 

that motion, the developer is intending to dedicate a small portion of the land at the south western 

corner of the site as a pocket park.  Now we have an additional opportunity here and so I ask for an 

update on any discussions to date with the developer about the substantive motion as well as the 

new opportunity around the pocket park.  I ask whether this can be included as a project in our 

Delivery Program and Operational Plan. 

 

Director Technical Services in response: 

 

Mr Mayor, firstly I need to advise Councillors that the original Notice of Motion has not been 

reported upon in our quarterly reviews and I apologise for that.  I am aware that Mr Fraser and Ms 

Tola are re-instating it back into the report for this quarter so that we can get a quarterly update 

from thereon in.  
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I am also aware that Mr Fraser has been in discussion with the developer and has been advised that 

the most likely time for the handover under a VPA is towards the end of 2018/19 so we are putting 

provisions in the draft budget for consideration by Council for some landscaping works here and 

as I say we will be reporting on that every quarter.  The issue about the pocket park I wasn’t aware 

of but we can take that on notice and consider it in the discussion. 

 

 

 Question No: 12.4    Woollahra Local Planning Panel (WLPP) 

 

 
Councillor Robertson asking: 

 

By what precise process will delegations for the Woollahra Local Planning Panel (WLPP) be 

developed and approved.  Might we expect a report coming to Council soon? 

 

General Manager in response: 

 

If I can take the second part first, there won’t be a report coming to Council other than to inform 

the Council of who is empowered to determine what category of application. Certainly we will 

make sure the Council is informed but it won’t be a matter for the Council to be involved in the 

decision making process and we won’t know until the panel itself gets further information in 

relation to the number of applications, the extent of the applications and the different criteria will 

apply to applications in this area, but certainly as I said earlier there will be conditions in some 

regards to the number of applications and they have certainly indicated that their involvement is 

going to be in the more controversial applications.  You can put your own interpretation of what is 

controversial, but that is the clear indication given from the Chair. 

 

Councillor Robertson further asking: 

 

By what authority will consent to the set of delegations that our Local Planning Panel seem to 

operate under?  Will it be the State Government or the Panel itself?  There seems to be no role for 

Council.  The finalisation, if you will, of the set of delegations, who will give consent to that? 

 

General manager in further response: 

 

The Panel is empowered to make that delegation.  They have certain powers through the Acts and 

guidelines and in that they are given the discretion to consider some applications that may fit into 

that criteria, Councillor Zeltzer indicated earlier that this may be a minor section 96 that has been 

caught up in the criteria we do not want to be involved in those.  They haven’t come out and said 

which ones exactly but there is clear indication that they don’t want to be involved in minor 

applications. 
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 Question No: 12.5    Electronic Lodgement of Planning & Development Applications 

 

 Councillor Regan asking: 

 

Thank you Mr Mayor, I had a query about the electronic lodgement of planning documents and  I 

understand that Council currently requires planning and development applications to be lodged in 

hard copy paper format, namely three hardcopies of plans, core documents, additional documents, 

and a hard copy of the application form.  I also note that all drawings, documents and other 

material must also be submitted in digital format in addition.  I also understand Council still 

requires lodgement of hard copy and digital documentation in per or via DX, Post and/or Courier. 

 

Does Woollahra Council have any plans to investigate the benefits of implementing electronic 

lodgement services for planning and development applications to make lodgement more 

convenient and environmentally friendly process for applicants? 

 

It is also understood that the NSW Department of Planning and Environment is looking to 

streamline the application process through the NSW Planning Portal soon, however this may be 

sometime away.   

 

In the interim, has Woollahra Council any process and/or near term plans to investigate the 

benefits or disadvantages of implementing an electronic lodgement process for planning and 

development applications? 

 

Director Planning & Development in response: 

 

The short answer to that questions is yes, but it is dependent on the acquisition of new software.  

Under the software that we currently operate with in the planning and development division we do 

not accept electronic lodgement.  The next version of that software will provide that functionality.  

I am unsure tonight when that next version of the software will be available to the Council.     

 

We already work on largely digital plans and electronic files.  The hard copies are required for the 

sake of convenience, where we use these as part of the processing of the application and they are 

subsequently destroyed some months after the applications have been determined. 

 

 

 Question No: 12.6    Code of Conduct - Local Planning Panels 

 

 
Councillor Price asking: 

 

Part 7 of the Code of Conduct for members of Local Planning Panels (The Code) deals with 

interactions between Panel Members, Council staff and Councillors.  My understanding is that 

Clause 7.3 of the Code, prohibits Councillors from discussing with Panel Members any application 

that is either before the Panel or will come before the Panel. 

 

In respect to those applications that do not come before the Panel and are determined by Council 

staff, will there be any guidelines and/or prohibitions in respect to Councillors interactions with 

staff in these circumstances. 
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Director Planning & Development in response: 

 

Mr Mayor, the guidelines which exist at the moment will continue to exist for applications that are 

being dealt with by staff.  The current protocol is that communication with the Director, myself, to 

the Manager and to Team Leaders if there are any questions or enquiries in relation to applications.  

Those arrangements will continue to apply.  Subsequent to the Panel, the Chair of the Panel has 

indicated that her contact with staff will be limited to the Director and Manager and not the Team 

Leaders.   As far as Council contacts in relation to matters going to the Local Planning Panel (and 

consideration of LPPs) Councillors will have the opportunity of attending the Panel meetings and 

make submissions on behalf of themselves, or on behalf of residents. But Councillors under the 

Code of Conduct will not be able to contact members of the Panel directly.   

 

 

 Question No: 12.7   Solar My Schools Project 

 

 Councillor Jarvis asking: 

 

I note in tonight’s papers that the Solar My School project is working with 36 of 66 schools in the 

Eastern Suburbs.  Can we please be advised of how many schools in Woollahra Council are now 

involved and progress since it was launched in June 2017? 

 

Director Technical Services in response: 

 

On Notice. 

 

 

 Question No: 12.8    Local Planning Panels 

 

 Councillor Zeltzer asking: 

 

Can the General Manager write to the new Local Panel Members to advise them that they are not 

allowed to have any contact with applicants, objectors or constituents in regards to matters 

becoming before them?  One of the Panel members was speaking to me and advising that people 

were discussing things prior to meetings and this is a no no, that’s why there is a Panel.    

 

General Manager in response: 

 

There is a mandatory Code of Conduct for all Panel members.  

 

Councillor Zeltzer further asking: 

 

Can we please have that circulated to the Councillors? 

 

General Manager in further response: 
 

I don’t know if that has been circulated to all Panel members at this point in time, but is certainly 

will be.  What I would say to that is that anybody that did become aware of that should inform the 

Director or myself and we would draw it to the attention of the Panel Chair.  There is a whole 

range of things that they need to be made aware of.  They haven’t had their first meeting.  There is 

some training in relation to the processes but most of those, I think our community members are 

aware of the Code of Conduct, but certainly not that it is mandatory, but I would expect the Chair 

would know that.    
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 Question No: 12.9    Councillors Tour of Local Area 

 

 Councillor Zeltzer asking: 

 

When will new Councillors be taken around to all our Council assets as they usually are at the 

beginning of each new council term?  We are already 6 months into this term and no such fact 

finding trip for new councillors has taken place? 

 

General Manager in response: 

 

I think there has been an email that has gone out recently to get a feel of which Councillors are 

interested.  I can’t tell you what the responses are, but the responses to that will dictate the time 

and whether the former Councillors who have been there a while might want to go on another tour 

with the new Councillors, I don’t know.  We will schedule it based on the responses we get back.  

 

 

 Question No: 12.10    Easts Rugby Artificial Turf 

 Councillor Wynne asking: 

 

There was an article in the paper on the weekend regarding the fact that Easts Rugby is seeking 

compensation as a result of the delays to Woollahra 1 with regards to the artificial turf.  Where are 

we at in relation to this matter? 

 

Director Technical Services in response: 

 

Mr Mayor, we have been approached by Easts Rugby seeking compensation for lost revenue 

during the delay last season.  I have had a couple informal meetings with their Treasurer.  They 

have forwarded a number to us, which we have challenged and are asking for further details on 

how they came up with that number and that where it sits.   

 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting concluded at 9.35pm.  

We certify that the pages numbered 423 to 446 inclusive are the Minutes of the Ordinary 

Meeting of Woollahra Municipal Council held on 12 March 2018 and confirmed by the 

Ordinary Meeting of Council on 26 March 2018 as correct. 

________________________      ________________________  

General Manager         Mayor 
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