
Oxford Street Working Party  

Meeting Minutes  

 

   Meeting held – Tuesday 01/12/2015 (No. 6/2015) 
 

Present: Councillors: Peter Cavanagh (Chair), John Mant (City of Sydney) 

Anthony Marano  

 

 Property owners: Kathy Samios and Theo Onisforou 

 

Business representative: Robby Ingham (President – Paddington 

Business Partnership) 

 

Resident representative: Harriet Price 

 

Special guest: Professor Ross Harley, Dean UNSW Art + Design 

 

 Staff: Allan Coker – Director Planning & Development (Woollahra 

Council) and Peter Kauter – Manager-Placemaking (Woollahra 

Council) 

 

   Strategic: Mike Brown (Future Cities Collaborative) 

 

Meeting opened: 6.00pm 

 

Ite

m 

No. 

Subject Discussion Action 

1. Confirmation of previous minutes 

 
Confirmation of minutes from previous meeting held on 

26/05/2015 

 

Adopted without 

change 

2. Apologies 

 
Councillor Jenny Green (City of Sydney) 

Councillor Toni Zeltzer (Mayor – Woollahra Council) 

Councillor Katherine O’Regan (Woollahra Council) 

Councillor Matthew Robertson (Woollahra Council) 

  

[Kate Murray and Anitra Morgana (City of Sydney) were staff apologies] 

 

3. Late correspondence 

 
Nil 

 

  



4. Address by Professor Ross Harley, Dean UNSW Art + Design 

 Professor Harley spoke about the transformed campus following the recent $53M 

upgrade. It is largest art and design faculty in Australia with 2,000 full time and 500 part 

time students, 80 academic staff plus 60 support staff. The University is about fine arts 

education. 

 

A new facility is planned for a heritage building on the campus which will become a data 

visualisation centre. It will assist with medical research work being done by nearby St 

Vincent’s Hospital. 

 

The University is now orientated towards Oxford Street where the City of Sydney have 

worked to create a new, main public entrance at the corner of Oxford Street with Greens 

Road. On entering the campus people are met by cafes and galleries – there are three 

museum quality galleries with 1,000m
2
 of gallery space. Exhibitions include new and 

emerging works and Aboriginal art. 

 

The University has adopted a more outward approach to engage the local community and 

partner with galleries. Cultural mapping is being used to assist with positioning the 

University’s contribution to placemaking. Some recent examples of community 

involvement are the Creative Corner Festival, which is centred on the intersection of 

Oxford Street and Greens Road and the work by visiting architect, Nick Wood on the role 

of street awnings.  

 

Professor Harley also spoke about work being done for the University by Future City 

consults on galleries around Sydney – they are due to present a report in April 2016. He 

also made reference to the G(galleries)L(libraries)A(archives)M(museums) project and 

comparisons to Exhibition Road, London as an example of what is possible from joint 

public and private funding. 

 

There was general discussion about: 

 

 the mutual benefits for the University and Oxford Street in establishing a close 

working relationship with the councils and businesses through the Working Party 

 the opportunities to promote Oxford Street as the genuine heritage high street 

 the possibilities for works of art created by UNSW Art + Design students to gain 

exposure  

 a closer working relationship between UNSW Art + Design and the National Art 

School/Sydney College of the Arts 

 the potential boost for activities along Oxford Street with the engagement of 

students e.g. the future direction of the Art Market @ The Barracks  

 

It was agreed that the next meeting of the Working Party be held at UNSW Art + Design 

on Tuesday 2
nd

 February 2016 starting 6pm. This would allow Working Party members to 

look around the campus and get a better appreciation of the facility and its activities. 

 

  



5. Matters arising from previous minutes 

5.1 Paddington Business 

Partnership (PBP) 

funding 

 

 

The Working Party was advised that 

Woollahra Council has now approved 

funding for the PBP based on its business 

plan for 2015/2016. The balance of 

funding for 2014/2015 has now also been 

transferred to the PBP. 

 

Robby Ingham provided a brief overview 

of the 2015/2016 business plan and some 

of the things that have been undertaken to 

date, i.e. the William Street and Creative 

Corner Festivals, branding, etc. Also, the 

upcoming Hopewell Lane music event in 

conjunction with The Intersection. 

 

Noted. 

5.2 Quick Win 

Implementation 

Program 

Real estate signs – The Office of the 

Small Business Commissioner has advised 

that they have contacted the Department of 

Planning & Environment, on our behalf – 

they understand the Minister for Planning 

will be responding directly to Alex 

Greenwich, Member for Sydney. They 

will keep us informed of any updates. 

 

Street banners – The current Oxford 

Street banners will soon be removed and 

replaced by Christmas banners. At the end 

of the Christmas season the Oxford Street 

banners will again be displayed. 

 

There was discussion about banners 

displayed in the City promoting H & M’s 

grand opening. While there was some 

criticism of the extent of the coverage of 

these particular banners, the view was 

expressed that the Working Party would 

not be averse to commercial banners along 

Oxford Street provided the money raised 

was directed back into Oxford Street. 

 

It was noted that Woollahra Council has 

criteria on banners and any proposals 

would be looked at in that context. 

Expanding the opportunities for the 

display of banners may warrant a review 

of the current criteria.  

 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted 



  Parking restriction, City of Sydney – the 

City of Sydney update on parking meters for 

Oxford Street, near the Barracks, and Greens 

Road was: 

 

The City received a submission from Peter 

Kauter, Woollahra Council, on behalf of the 
OSWP supported and endorsed by all 

members of the Oxford Street working party. 

 
The City also received one submission from 

a Councillor Cavanagh, Woollahra Council. 

 
To support the proposal, and any 

consequent survey work, the City needs to 
demonstrate substantial and broad 

community support in order for changes to 

be made. Therefore the City is working with 
Peter to clarify some of this information 

regarding the group submission, including: 

 Who the members of the group are 

and who they represent, 

 Minutes of meeting where the issue 

was tabled and discussed. 

 
Peter may liaise with members to compile 

this information and supply this additional 
information to support the request. 

 

There was discussion about the practicability 

of being able to ‘demonstrate substantial 

and broad community support’ in this 

particular locality. The individual businesses 

comprising The Intersection can make 

submissions and organising a petition was 

mentioned. Also, Working Party members 

are encouraged to make individual 

submissions. 

 

Staff to provide a response to the City in 

relation to the specific matters raised 

concerning the Working Party’s submission. 

 

Oxford Street place manager – The 

Working Party was asked for its views on 

how the funds allocated by Woollahra for 

co-funding a place manager could most 

effectively be used now that the City of 

Sydney had decided that it would rather 

pursue a strategic study into the future role 

of Oxford Street as a transport corridor. 

Woollahra recently resolved that the 

Working Party report back to the Urban 

Planning Committee on this issue. 

Staff to provide 

more information 

to the City on the 

submission on 

behalf of the 

Working Party. 

The individual 

businesses 

comprising The 

Intersection and 

individual 

Working Party 

members be 

requested to make 

submissions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
That the City of 

Sydney be asked if 

its position on co-

funding a place 

manager for 

Oxford Street may 

have changed in 

light of the 

transport study that 

Transport for NSW 

is about to 

commence. 

 



  The Working Party was advised that 

Transport for NSW recently announced it 

is about to commence a Central to South 

East Transport Study – the study area will 

include Oxford Street. Consequently, the 

City does not intend to proceed with its 

smaller study. 

 

There was some discussion about whether 

this may change the City’s position on co-

funding a place manager. However, it was 

considered that we should look at options 

anyway as well as asking the City if its 

position has changed.  

 

After some discussion three (3) options 

were put forward: 

 

1. Engage a part time place manager 

2. More beautification works, e.g. 

planters, tree lighting, etc. 

3. Installation of free wi-fi 

 

Planters – The Working Party was 

advised that all of the additional Oxford 

Street planters have now been installed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted. NFA. 

5.3 Food & beverage Grower’s market – Robby Ingham 

advised that he has had discussions with 

the Uniting Church’s Minister about 

Paddington Markets operating a grower’s 

market. The Church is presently 

consumed with the redevelopment of its 

carpark. There is an old development 

consent stipulating minimum on-site 

parking requirements and time restrictions 

that would impact on their ability to 

conduct a grower’s market. The 

discussions included the possibility of 

increasing the food offerings at the current 

Saturday market. Robby is to have a 

follow up meeting with the Church.  

 

Noted. The PBP to 

provide an update 

to the next meeting 

of the Working 

Party on progress 

of discussions with 

the Church. 

 

5.4 Oxford Street 

clearway/bus lane 

This was discussed in relation to item 5.2 

– Oxford Street place manager. 

 

See item 5.2. 

 

 

6. General business 

 



6.1 William Street 

Festival 

Robby Ingham advised that the recent 

William Street Festival was the best so 

far. Increased attendances, longer hours, 

increased food offerings, the pubs 

increasing their involvement and more 

diverse attractions. 

 

The Working Party 

was pleased to hear 

of the Festival’s 

success. 

6.2 Creative Corner 

Festival 

Robby Ingham provided feedback on the 

Creative Corner Festival which took place 

last Saturday. This was the 1
st
 time the 

Festival has been held. There was 

reasonable business participation. Future 

Festivals will benefit from some prior 

workshopping on how businesses can take 

advantage of the opportunities the Festival 

creates. It was a good chance to present 

Oxford Street’s artistic side.   

  

The Working Party 

noted the feedback 

on the Festival and 

supports it 

becoming an on-

going event on 

Oxford St calendar.   

6.3 Hopewell Lane music 

event 

This event is due to take place this 

coming Saturday afternoon from 2pm – 

4pm. It is a free musical concert jointly 

organised by the PBP and The 

Intersection to mark the start of the 

summer fashion season. The concert is a 

trial, the intention being that similar 

events will be held at the start of each 

fashion season, i.e. 4 times per year.  

 

A recognised local Australian band, 

Winterbourne, is the main attraction. 

Local junior talent Jazzy Dale will 

perform as the supporting act. 

 

The concert will provide exposure for 

Oxford Street as a fashion centre and also 

showcase local musical talent.  

 

The Working Party 

note the 

information about 

the Hopewell Lane 

music event and 

look forward to 

feedback at the next 

meeting.  

6.4 Automatic public 

toilet 

The City of Sydney plans to establish an 

automatic public toilet on the south east 

corner of Oxford and William Streets 

(near the Telstra building). Other 

associated improvements are the 

landscaping of the corner, including a rain 

water garden, and a raised threshold/kerb 

realignment. 

 

The Working Party unanimously 

supported the proposal. 

 

 

 

The City of Sydney 

be advised that the 

Oxford Street 

Working Party 

unanimously 

supports its 

proposal for an 

automatic public 

toilet, and 

associated 

improvements, at 

the corner of 

Oxford and 

William Streets. 



6.5 Terms of reference In relation to business representation on 

the Working Party it was agreed that 

Claudia Carraro (PBP) replace Charles 

Duthie. 

 

That Claudia 

Carraro (PBP) be 

included as a 

business 

representative 

member of the 

Oxford Street 

Working Party, to 

replace Charles 

Duthie. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 8pm. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 2
nd

 February 2016 starting 6pm. The meeting will be held 

at UNSW Art + Design – details TBC. 

 

 

 


