
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
Agenda: Community & Environment Committee 

 
Date: Monday 29 February 2016 

 
Time: 6.00pm
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Outline of Meeting Protocol & Procedure: 
 The Chairperson will call the Meeting to order and ask the Committee/Staff to present apologies 

or late correspondence. 
 The Chairperson will commence the Order of Business as shown in the Index to the Agenda. 
 At the beginning of each item the Chairperson will ask whether a member(s) of the public wish to 

address the Committee. 
 If person(s) wish to address the Committee, they are allowed four (4) minutes in which to do so.  

Please direct comments to the issues at hand. 
 If there are persons representing both sides of a matter (eg applicant/objector), the person(s) 

against the recommendation speak first. 
 At the conclusion of the allotted four (4) minutes, the speaker resumes his/her seat and takes no 

further part in the debate unless specifically called to do so by the Chairperson. 
 If there is more than one (1) person wishing to address the Committee from the same side of the 

debate, the Chairperson will request that where possible a spokesperson be nominated to represent 
the parties. 

 The Chairperson has the discretion whether to continue to accept speakers from the floor. 
 After considering any submissions the Committee will debate the matter (if necessary), and arrive 

at a recommendation (R items which proceed to Full Council) or a resolution (D items for which 
the Committee has delegated authority). 

 
Recommendation only to the Full Council: 
 Such matters as are specified in Section 377 of the Local Government Act and within the ambit of 

the Committee considerations. 
 Matters which involve broad strategic or policy initiatives within responsibilities of Committee. 
 Matters requiring the expenditure of moneys and in respect of which no Council vote has been 

made. 
 Matters delegated to the Council by the Roads and Maritime Services. 
 Matters not within the specified functions of the Committee, 
 Matters reserved by individual Councillors in accordance with any Council policy on "safeguards" 

and substantive changes. 
 Parks and Reserves Plans of Management (Strategies, Policies and Objectives). 
 Residential Parking Schemes - Provision and Policies. 
 
Delegated Authority: 
 Community Services and Programs. 
 Library Services 
 Health. 
 Licensing. 
 Liquor Licences. 
 Regulatory. 
 Fire Protection Orders. 
 Residential Parking Schemes (surveillance and administration). 
 Traffic Management (Woollahra Local Traffic Committee Recommendations). 
 Waste Minimisation. 
 To require such investigations, reports or actions as considered necessary in respect of matters 

contained within the Business Agendas (and as may be limited by specific Council resolution). 
 Confirmation of the Minutes of its Meetings. 
 Any other matter falling within the responsibility of the Community & Environment Committee 

and not restricted by the Local Government Act or required to be a Recommendation to Full 
Council as listed above. 

 Statutory reviews of Council's Delivery Program and Operational Plan. 
 
Committee Membership:  7 Councillors 
 
Quorum:     The quorum for a Committee meeting is 4 Councillors. 
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Woollahra Municipal Council 

 
Notice of Meeting 

 
 
 
24 February 2016 
 
 
To:    Her Worship the Mayor, Councillor Toni Zeltzer ex-officio 

Councillors  Deborah Thomas  (Chair) 
Peter Cavanagh 
Greg Levenston  
Anthony Marano  (Deputy Chair) 
Andrew Petrie 
Susan Wynne 

 
 
 
Dear Councillors 
 
 
 

Community & Environment Committee – 29 February 2016 
 
 
In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, I request your attendance at 
Council’s Community & Environment Committee meeting to be held in the Council Chambers, 
536 New South Head Road, Double Bay, on Monday 29 February 2016 at 6.00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gary James 
General Manager 
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Meeting Agenda 
 
Item Subject Page 
1. Leave of Absence and Apologies 
2. Late Correspondence 
3. Declarations of Interest 

 

Items to be Decided by this Committee using its Delegated Authority 

D1 Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 8 February 2016 - 16/26016 ................ 7 
 
D2 Library Report 1 July 2015 - 31 December 2015 - 16/18154 ...................................... 9 
 
D3 Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize - 16/22042 ............................................................. 37   

Items to be Submitted to the Council for Decision with Recommendations from this 
Committee  

Nil ‘R’ items  
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Item No: D1  Delegated to Committee  

Subject: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8 
FEBRUARY 2016 

Author: Sue O'Connor, Secretarial Support - Governance  
File No: 16/26016 
Reason for Report: The Minutes of the Community & Environment Committee of 8 February 

2016 were previously circulated.  In accordance with the guidelines for 
Committees’ operations it is now necessary that those Minutes be 
formally taken as read and confirmed. 

 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Minutes of the Community & Environment Committee Meeting of 8 February 2016 be 
taken as read and confirmed. 
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Item No: D2  Delegated to Committee  

Subject: LIBRARY REPORT 1 JULY 2015 - 31 DECEMBER 2015 

Author: Vicki Munro, Manager - Library & Information Services  
Approver: Kylie Walshe, Director - Community Services  
File No: 16/18154 
Reason for Report: To review the operations of Woollahra Libraries for the six months, 1 July 

2015 to 31 December 2015. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
That the report of the Library Service for the six months 1 July 2015 to 31 December 2015 be 
received and noted. 
 
 
This report reviews Woollahra Libraries’ activities and projects for the period 1 July 2015 to 31 
December 2015 including detailed statistical analysis. 
 
1.0  Library Usage 
 
To gain a better understanding of library usage, this report compares statistics from 1 July 2015 to 
31 December 2015 with the same period from the previous year - 1 July 2014 to 31 December 
2014.  See Annexure 1 for statistical figures.  Significant points to note include: 
 
1.1  Customer Services 
 
 Standards and Guidelines for NSW Public Libraries are described in Living learning Libraries 

published annually by the State Library of New South Wales.  To be consistent with State 
standards active membership is defined as members who have used the Library service within 
the last three years and this was implemented from 1 July 2013.  Prior to this, active members 
were defined as members who have used the Library service within the last two years. 
 

 
 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Active Members 14,144 13,844 17,502 17,195 16,341
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Active Members as at 31 December 2015  
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 As at 31 December 2015, Woollahra Libraries had 16,341 active members.  This represents a 
decrease of 5% when compared to the same period in the previous year.   

 
 The percentage of active borrowers to population currently sits at 29% based on the 

Woollahra LGA population of 56,320 (2011 ABS Census).   
 
In the Standards and Guidelines for NSW Public Libraries are described in Living learning 
Libraries, January 2014, Borrowers as Percentage of Population: Woollahra Libraries falls 
below the Baseline Benchmark of 44%. 
 
It is anticipated that Library membership will increase significantly over the next 6 months 
with the opening of the new Double Bay Library in May 2016 and with the recent 
rejuvenation of Paddington Library which reopened in November 2015.  The Library is 
aiming to achieve the Enhanced Benchmark of 50% membership as a percentage of 
population. 
 

 
 

July - December
2011 - 2012

July - December
2012 - 2013

July - December
2013 - 2014

July-December
2014-2015

July - December
2015 - 2016

New Members 1,319 1,407 1,604 1526 1,088

0
200
400
600
800

1,000
1,200
1,400
1,600
1,800

N
o.

 o
f N

ew
 M

em
be

rs
 

New Members 

July - December
2011 - 2012

July - December
2012 - 2013

July - December
2013 - 2014

July - December
2014-2015

July - December
2015 - 2016

Total Circulation 190,388 206,840 233,705 229,734 203,566
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 Circulation across all service points for the six month period has decreased by 11% in 
comparison to the same period in 2014/2015.  This is mostly due to the 3 month closure of 
Paddington Library during the Paddington Rejuvenation project, from 28 July to 2 November 
2015.  Although a Pop up Library operated from EJ Ward for 3 hours per day, 6 days per 
week, its primary focus was to provide book returns, pick up of reservations and a small 
selection of new books for loan.  As such Paddington Library circulation fell by 45% from 
61,705 loans for the 6 months July – December 2014 to 33,926 loans for the same period in 
2015.   

 
The reopening of Paddington Library and the new Double Bay Library will have a significant 
impact on these figures. 

 
 The eResource circulation statistics have continued to increase significantly over the last six 

month period.  Of note, Bolinda eAudiobooks increased its usage by 80%, Zinio Magazines 
recorded a 132 % increase and Freegal Music had an increase of 162%.  This represents a 
growing demand for eResources, which complements the Library’s hard format collection.  

 

 
 
 A five year chart of customer visitation across the library service has been prepared.  During 

the last six months customer visitation across the whole library service decreased by 5% from 
145,720 to 138,500 compared to the previous year.  The reliability of the Watsons Bay 
Library statistics, which is calculated from a light beam counter on two doors, is being 
monitored as the figures do not concur with circulation or membership statistics.  An estimate 
has been provided for the October to December 2015 quarter, based on Watsons Bay 
Library’s past attendance figures. 

 
 Usage of the Library’s free wireless internet has fallen over the last six months by 33% from 

8,017 to 5,364.  The decrease is most prevalent at Paddington Library with a fall in usage of 
64% which as has been stated was greatly impacted by the three month closure during the 
Paddington Library rejuvenation project.  Both the City of Sydney and Woollahra Libraries 
have made a budget bid in the upcoming 2016/2017 budget for the installation of a dedicated 

July -
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* Note: There were difficulties in recording door count statistics in 2011 - 2012 
and these were not included in the Library Reports for that year 

Visitation 
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fibre optic link to improve WiFi speed to 10GB.  Our current WiFi speed is 3.45MB per 
second. 

  
1.2  Information Service and Research 

 

 
 
 There was a decrease of 12% over the last six months in the total number of information and 

general customer enquiries in comparison to the same period in the previous year.   
 

 The number of YourTutor sessions (online homework help) increased from 45 to 98 sessions 
when compared to the same time last year.  This increase of 118% was a result of consistently 
promoting the service to schools and students.  This will be part of an ongoing promotion 
campaign.  

 
 During this time, the total usage of online databases decreased by 25% in comparison to the 

same period the previous year, from 127,979 searches to 96,331 searches.  The website is 
being refreshed which will see the databases lifted to a higher profile position which should 
improve usage. Currently there are thirty four subscription databases.  Between July and 
December 2015, the top three databases were Book Index with Reviews with 39,088 searches 
followed by Novelist Plus attracting 38,294 searches, and Ancestry database drawing 5,396 
searches.   
 

 The Photographs/plaques/maps database saw a significant increase of 17% during this period, 
recording 8,493 searches compared to 7,263 searches for the same period in the previous year.  
Searches on the Historic Council archives database decreased during this period by 35% with 
2,691 searches compared to 4,151 searches in the previous year.   
 
The ongoing digitisation project will provide 24/7 access to the Local History Collection and 
improve the preservation of many original documents, which can then be stored offsite. The 
search-ability of the Historic Council archives database is being improved with the 
introduction of the EMu electronic management system which is replacing the current 
Searchtech system. 

 

July - December
2011 - 2012

July - December
2012 - 2013

July - December
2013 - 2014

July - December
2014 - 2015

July - December
2015 - 2016

Total 49,517 47,645 44,694 46,085 40,456
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Information and Customer Service Requests 
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 The aim of the Woollahra Council Plaques Scheme is to honour famous people or events 
associated with the Woollahra Local Government area that have made a significant impact on 
life in the area or Australia as a nation.  Two successful plaque nominations were unveiled 
during this period.  This included Christina Stead (Novelist and short story writer) celebrated 
on 10 September 2015 and Sir Daniel Cooper (Merchant and philanthropist) held on 10 
December 2015.  The plaques were installed in the footpaths adjacent to the nominees’ former 
residences at Watsons Bay and Rose Bay. There were a total of 56 attendees at the unveilings 
(35 attendees – Christina Stead and 21 attendees – Sir Daniel Cooper). 
 
Plaque for Christina Stead; Unveiling of plaque for Sir Daniel Cooper  with Clr Marano, Peter 

Poland, Chris Howe, Mayor Clr Zeltzer, Clr Elsing, Clr Cavanagh 
 

I   
 
1.3 Community Learning Programs 
 
 The popular Children’s Program comprises Rhyme Time for 0-2 years, Story Time for 3-5 

years, and Kids Club for 6-10 years.  Attendance at these programs across all service points 
increased by 5% during the six month period July to December 2015 compared to the same 
period last year.   
 
Outreach Story Time has continued, including sessions at Vaucluse House, Holdsworth 
Centre and visits to various schools and childcare centres, with a total of 19 sessions and 373 
attendees during the last six months.  
 
Ongoing review of the Children’s Program has been undertaken, as part of planning for the 
new Double Bay Library and rejuvenated Paddington Library.  Saturday Story Times will be 
hosted each month at Double Bay Library and Kids Club will be also held at Paddington 
Library from July 2016.  
 

 During the last 6 months, the Children’s and Young Adults team presented various successful 
activities and events, including: 
 
o Children’s Book Week in August 2016, featuring the theme Books light our world.  

Displays and storytimes highlighting the books shortlisted for the Children’s Book of 
the Year awards were held at Double Bay and Watsons Bay Libraries.  Library staff also 
delivered outreach storytelling visits to childcare and early learning centres focusing on 
this year's award winning books.  A total of 289 children took part in these sessions. 

o Celebration of the 25th ‘birthday’ of Lucy Cousin’s classic picture book character 
Maisy. 

 



Woollahra Municipal Council 
Community & Environment Committee Agenda 29 February 2016 
 

 
Item No. D2 Page 14 

Maisy’s 25th birthday party at Double Bay Library Storytime 
 

 
 

 
o Summer Reading Club for children and young people - from babies to secondary school 

students - was launched on 1 December 2015, encouraging local children to read during 
the summer holiday period.  Entry packs highlighting the theme ‘Lost Worlds’ were 
made available at all library locations.  254 children participated in the program and 
read over 1,000 books. 

 
 Other major cultural events held by the Library in the last six months included: 

 

o The library continued its popular Writers & Readers program of author talks, including 
celebrated writer Kate Grenville on new biography of her inspiring mother, One Life; 
and art historian Dr Nancy Underhill on the life and work of Australia’s most well-
known artist, Sidney Nolan.  158 people attended these two events. 

 

Australian writer Kate Grenville with interviewer Sally Loan at July’s Writers & Readers 
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o Tea Topics is a series of free monthly talks held on the morning of the last Friday of 
each month.   In the second half of 2015, guest speakers included historian Peter Rees 
on the life of Australia’s greatest war correspondent Charles Bean, Turkish Australian 
restaurateur Somer Sivrioglu and local food and travel writer David Dale on the history 
and culture of Turkish Food, tea expert Alice Parsons on the magic and healing power 
of Tea, and Decluttering expert Kim Carruthers.   An additional Tea Topic during this 
period was delivered in partnership with the Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize, with 
finalist Lisa Giles.  A total of 268 people attended these 5 events. 

o Guest speakers at Paddington and Watsons Bay Libraries for 55+ Club have delighted 
regular attendees in the second half of 2015.  During this program, Paddington Library 
seniors enjoyed talks by Annabel Morley, daughter of actor Robert Morley, on her 
colourful family, and Woollahra Libraries Collection Development Librarian Fiona 
Johnston on Scandinavian Crime Fiction.  From August to November 2015, Paddington 
55+ Club enjoyed a vacation at the Hughenden Hotel while Paddington Library 
received its rejuvenation.  At Watsons Bay Library, seniors heard from local 
management consultant Neil Killion on personality types, and decluttering expert Kim 
Carruthers on learning to live well with less.  A total of 156 people attended these 
sessions over both library service points. 

 
 A total of 6,575 loans were made to Home Library Service members from July to December 

2015.  This is a pleasing increase of 7% over the same period in 2014. 
 

Nineteen volunteers are currently registered with the Home Library Service and undertake a 
variety of tasks to support the service.  260 visits were made to Home Library Service 
members by volunteers over the six month period. 

 
Home Library Service festive season morning tea featuring Classic Strings Trio 

 

 
 

Woollahra Libraries hosted and end of year event for Home Library Service members on 4 
December 2015, including those who are residents at various aged care facilities throughout 
the Municipality, and their carers.  Entertainment was provided by Classic Strings Trio, 
musicians who have recently graduated from the Conservatorium of Music and are actively 
involved in local orchestras.  Seven Home Library Service volunteers provided hospitality 
service for the 40 guests, many of whom provided positive feedback about the event.  
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 A newly created Library Volunteer Coordinator position was filled in May 2015, with a focus 
on encouraging community volunteers to share skills with Woollahra Libraries – especially 
the new Double Bay Library.  To date volunteers have actively provided support at adult and 
children’s programs and events, and both within the Library and at the local history centre. 
The Home Library Service has benefitted from volunteer contributions in selection and 
delivery of resources, visits, reading to clients, technology assistance, and hospitality support 
at special clients’ social events.  Recruitment of new volunteers for the new Double Bay 
began in July 2015 and to date 75  new volunteers have been recruited, inducted and trained, 
with new volunteer roles developed for  a ‘concierge’ service to welcome visitors and provide 
directions within the new three storey library, and assistance with basic technology and 
printing assistance for library users. 
 

Conclusion: 
 
Woollahra Libraries has had a busy six months in preparation for the move to the new Double Bay 
Library, completing the renovation of Paddington Library as well as providing the day to day 
Library service.  With our new and renovated buildings, we expect a significant increase in interest 
and attendance in all facets of the Library service. 
 
 
Annexures 
 
1. Library Usage Statistics Report for the period 1 July 2015 to 31 December 2015    
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Item No: D3  Delegated to Committee  

Subject: WOOLLAHRA SMALL SCULPTURE PRIZE 

Author: Jo Jansyn, Cultural Development Coordinator  
Approver: Kylie Walshe, Director - Community Services  
File No: 16/22042 
Reason for Report: To provide a detailed evaluation of the 2015 Woollahra Small Sculpture 

Prize. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
THAT the 2015 Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize Evaluation Report be noted. 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize (WSSP) is evaluated annually following the conclusion of the 
exhibition component of the Prize, with information presented to the Community and Environment 
Committee.  This report presents an evaluation summary of the 2015 Woollahra Small Sculpture 
Prize. 
 
Background 
 
The WSSP is a national prize for sculptures of smaller dimensions and has attracted strong support 
from artists, collectors, benefactors, critics, as well as the local community. The WSSP was initiated 
in 2001 by Council to support, promote and celebrate artistic excellence, but also to encourage the 
local community to access the then, newly renovated Woollahra Council Chambers. Expert advice 
and recommendations for management of the WSSP is sought from the WSSP Committee who 
meets approximately four times a year as well as attend key milestones in the delivery of the WSSP. 
 
In its fifteen-year history, the WSSP has successfully established an important position in the yearly 
national sculpture competition calendar. The WSSP attracts local, national and increasing numbers 
of international entries. The exhibition period has successfully provided the community with greater 
access to view the finalists’ works as well as participation in workshops, talks and other related 
activities. 
 
Prize money and the number of prize categories on offer for The WSSP totalled $19,000 across the 
following categories: 
 
 The Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize: an acquisitive award of $15,000  
 The Special Commendation: a non-acquisitive award of $2,000 
 The Viewers' Choice: a non-acquisitive award of $1,000 
 The Mayors Prize: a non-acquisitive award of $1,000  
 
In 2015, the family of late Thor Beowulf who was also a previous winner of the WSSP, offered an 
additional award of $1,000. The Beowulf Prize was awarded to a finalist whose work was able to 
convey an environmental message and was chosen by the Beowulf Family. Two accommodation 
packages were presented to Highly Commended finalists courtesy of sponsor InterContinental 
Sydney Double Bay. 
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The 2015 Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize exhibition was launched on Friday 9 October 2015 at 
Woollahra Council Chambers and concluded on Sunday 25 October 2015. The exhibition ran for 
two weeks, including three weekends.  
 
Relationship to the Delivery Program and Operational Plan 
 
Council’s adopted Delivery Program and Operational Plan (DPOP) identifies that a key priority for 
Cultural Development within Goal 3: A creative and vibrant community of the theme ‘Community 
well-being’ is to produce the Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize (reference 3.4.2).  
 
Goal 3: A creative and vibrant community recognises that ‘Woollahra will be a place where people 
of all ages and backgrounds have access to lifelong learning opportunities, cultural and community 
activities. We will support local creativity, cultural pursuits and creative talents.’  
 
The 2015 Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize Entries and Awards Summary 
 
A record number of entries (701) were received and the 43 shortlisted finalists’ were selected for 
exhibition by judges Penelope Seidler AM, Arts Patron and Director of Harry Seidler and 
Associates, Barbara Flynn, International Curatorial Advisor. Dr Michael Brand, Director of Art 
Gallery of NSW, joined the judges in the final selection of winners. Thirty eight international 
entries were received from countries including New Zealand, France, Japan, Belgium, Austria, 
Finland, United States, Taiwan and Germany. Three of the 43 finalists were international artists.  
 
A large proportion of entries (84.5%) were submitted through the online entry form, which includes 
an online payment option.  15.5% of entries were submitted via post and 0.5% via email. The 
increase in entries can be attributed to improved communications, social networking and a website 
refresh, increase in prize money and the ease of use of the online entry form (introduced in 2013).  
 
Choice of high profile, respected judges who view every entry submitted also contributes to the 
large number of entries received in this particular art prize. A cumulative number of 6810 entries 
have been for the WSSP in its’ fifteen year history. 
 
The chart below shows entries received trends for the WSSP between 2001 and 2015: 
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Winners of prize categories in the 2015 WSSP were announced as:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Robert Owen (VIC), Symmetria #37 – winner of the 2015 
Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Rocket Mattler (NSW), Shim - The Special Commendation 
Award  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Glen Clarke (VIC), Proposed Monument for Continuing 
Sustainability #010 - The Mayor’s Award  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Eli Braga (Brazil), Myriad – Viewers’ Choice Award 
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Finalists Kathy Temin (VIC) for Orange Cube 2015 and Hwanhee Kim (Finland) for Diameter 9 
(3:2 series) received Highly Commended and were awarded InterContinental Hotel Sydney Double 
Bay accommodation packages. Matt Dabrowski and the Many Hands of Glamour (QLD) received a 
Special Mention from the judges The Milk of Stormtroopers.  
 
The Plinth Prize, selected by the exhibition installation team, was awarded to Huseyin Sami (NSW) 
for Untitled (Long Stack) 2015. The Beowulf Prize was presented to Kendal Murray (NSW) for 
Game, Claim, Exclaim! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Huesyin Sami, Untitled (Long Stack) 2015 - The Plinth Prize 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kendal Murray (NSW), Game, Claim, Exclaim! – The Beowulf Prize 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nine finalists’ works were sold during the exhibition. The number of Viewers Choice votes 
submitted was 1279, which included 573 in-person votes and 706 online votes.  
 
Exhibition attendances declined slightly in 2012 following the discontinuation of the Kids Day Out 
event, however attendances have increased back to this level which can be attributed to increase 
profile and additional community programs such as weekend family workshops. More than 450 
guests attended the launch event. 
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The following graph represents average audience attendance between 2001 and 2015. 
 

  
 
The following chart represents how visitors to the exhibition in 2015 heard about the prize (sample 
size 573 respondents). 
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Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize additional activities and community programs 
 
Due to demand from the community as well as the availability of finalists to engage in programs, a 
series of free activities was presented during the exhibition component of the Woollahra Small 
Sculpture Prize. These are summarised as follows:  
 
Artist Talks 

The 2015 Artist Talks profiled twelve finalists, in conversation with Professor Ian Howard, on 
Saturday 10 October as part the exhibition program. An estimate of 55 attendees participated in the 
event. Artist Talks were recorded and uploaded to the Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize website. 

Finalists participating in the Artist Talks included Robert Owen, Ruby Aitchison, Aprile Alexander, 
Veronica Andrus-Blaskievics, Mark Booth, Fleur Brett, Michelle Cawthorn, Tracey Deep, Fiona 
Hueston, Kendal Murray, Anita Larkin, Yioryios. Artist talks are beneficial to participating artists 
as they encourage artist networking and engagement. 

Sculpture Tea Topic 
 
A “Sculpture Tea Topic” was presented on Friday 23 October with 2015 Finalist, Lisa Giles. The 
event was very successful, attracting more than 45 attendees who enjoyed morning tea on the 
veranda before participating in the informal talk and demonstration of the creation of Lisa’s paper 
sculptures. 
 
Schools and Groups Touring Program 
 
Due to the timing of the exhibition, the number of schools and classes visiting the exhibition 
declined.  Individual tour slots were booked from Woollahra Preschool. 
 
Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize at night 
 
Presented as an opportunity for an after-hours viewing and featuring finalists Fiona Heuston and 
John Nicholson. Fiona presented a workshop style session to approximately 20 participants. 
 
An evening of Art and Architecture 
 
Presented in collaboration with Architecture on Show, this speaking event featured judge Penelope 
Seidler AM, architect and artist Mika Utzon Popov and hosts Cr Marano and Georgina Wilson. 
Approximately 60 participants attended.  
 
Weekend Family workshops 
 
A series of family workshops were held on Saturdays and Sundays during the exhibition. 
Attendance was approximately twenty attendees per session. Three of the workshops were 
presented by Woollahra Artists in Residence Edwina Straub and Julia Kennedy Bell as part of their 
community engagement projects. Two workshops were presented by Angela Van Boxtel. Family 
workshops were designed so that all age groups could participate. 
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The Environmental Schools Sculpture Prize 
 
Due to the increasing demand for a local schools category in The Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize, 
the Environmental Schools Sculpture Prize (ESSP) was established in 2007. The ESSP is open to 
all primary and secondary students that attend a school within the Woollahra Council area and 
follows a similar timeline as the Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize exhibition. 
 
The ESSP Prize provides an opportunity for school children from the local area to creatively 
express their concerns and ideas on an environmental theme throughout the visual arts, for the 
benefit and education of the community. A different environmental theme is selected annually and 
works must address the theme. This year’s theme was Patterns in Nature and judges looked for 
entries that reflected or told a story about the amazing patterns that are formed or created by our 
natural environment. The number of entries continues to grow each year, with 65 entries received 
from 5 local schools in 2015.  Tracey Deep, a finalist in the 2015 WSSP gave a short presentation at 
the launch of the 2015 ESSP. 
 
Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize Online Engagement and Improvements 
 
Website 
 
With the introduction of an online entry form in 2013, that incorporated online payments, there was 
increasing feedback from entrants and viewers to provide a more responsive website. The refreshed 
WSSP website went live on 1 October 2014 using the latest development techniques including a 
'responsive design' (flexible cross-browser, cross-device design). Following are some summary 
statistics (for the period 1 January to 16 November 2015) that demonstrate the increasing usage of 
technology by audiences, when compared to the same period in 2014: 
 

 12,484 Users (Visitors to the site) - up 8% vs last year 
 64,551 Pageviews ('Hits') – slight increase 
 21,787 Sessions (Visits/interactions with the site) - up 20% 

o Highest traffic in the final week of July (finalists announcement E-news) 
o Other major spikes: early July (final online entries), Oct (winners E-news) and mid-

Sept (finalists gallery went live) 
o The E-news and Facebook posts are boosting traffic to the site. 

 
E-News 
 
Five E-News bulletins were delivered in 2015. At the time of the final E-News in November there 
were 4, 399 subscribers. The most popular E-News was the July edition (‘Announcement of 
finalists’) where over 50% of recipients opened the email and 45% clicked on links. This is in 
comparison to the Arts/Government industry average which is around 30% for an open rate and 3-
4% for the click rate. 
 
Social media 
 
Engagement with audiences is also achieved by the WSSP social media profiles including Twitter, 
Facebook, Pinterest and Instagram. The most significant of these is the Facebook Page which had 
1860 ‘likers’ at the conclusion of the exhibition.  A digital listing of finalists works was provided on 
Instagram which was posted on the day of the launch.   
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Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize Volunteer Staff Program  
 
Commencing in 2007, a successful Volunteer Staff Program for the Prize was again implemented. 
Two of the four volunteers engaged were utilising their hours to complete and internship as part of 
their tertiary Masters Degrees. The Volunteer Staff program resulted in paid casual Cultural 
Projects Assistant roles during the exhibition period. A significant factor in the ongoing 
development of the Prize is the reliance on the contribution of and the management of Volunteer 
Staff.  The WSSP Committee members also commit significant volunteer hours to the project.  
 
Income/Expenditure  
 
The cost of staging the WSSP over the 2015/16 financial year is estimated to be $82 952. This 
figure incorporates project expenditure including prize money payments of $19,000. The income 
received was $64, 807 (excluding GST). This consists of nine sales totalling $16, 212, equating to 
$2, 626 in commission, entry fees of $28, 595 and sponsorship income of $20,000. The total net 
cost to Council for the WSSP in the 2015/16 financial year will be $18, 145 excluding the staff 
salary of the Cultural Development Coordinator. 
 
In addition to monetary sponsorships, the 2015 WSSP received in-kind assistance from the Mark 
Moran Group and the InterContinental Hotel Sydney Double Bay which was valued at 
approximately $10,000. The Mark Moran sponsorship represented significant savings in catering 
and staffing costs. The Wentworth Courier, a wine supplier and Plinths Made to Order and also 
contributed in-kind assistance.  
 
2015 Viewer Evaluation and Feedback 

Invaluable feedback from the viewers is received through the Viewers’ Choice form, both at the 
gallery and online. These comments help evaluating the community’s response to the exhibition and 
how they heard about the Prize. Below are some comments received:  
 

“Thank you very much for supporting artists in this way..” 
“amazing works!!! Thanks the council for such a great initiative.” 
“Keep on doing it, guys.  Prizes like this encourage craftsmen of all kinds, and brings us works in all 
types of media that inspire and amaze us.” 
“Congratulations on the high quality, online material, making our visit possible. The works are 
inspiring.” 

 
2015 Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize Committee Evaluation Summary 
 
A summary of key points discussed at the evaluation meeting of the WSSP Committee, held on 
Tuesday 17 November 2015 are as follows: 
 
 Launch night is a successful marketing tool for Council and the collaboration with The Mark 

Moran Group for catering was outstanding. Other in-kind sponsors contributing to the launch 
were appreciated.  

 Volunteer Staff Program is extremely beneficial to the running of the Prize. 
 Calibre of judges, artwork and submitting artists has remained high.   
 The online presence resulted in more opportunities for the community to engage with the 

Prize. Explore more online presence in 2016. 
 Design work undertaken internally was outstanding. 
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 Continue with successful community programs. Artist Talks, Weekend Workshops and the 
Art and Architecture talk were well attended. Consider reviewing some of the activities 
including the Sculpture Tea Topic and Sculpture at Night event.  

 Consider further increases to prize monies and entry fees in the future following a comparison 
with other national art prizes. 

 Further investigate the use of the new Library space in Double Bay for WSSP initiatives in 
2016 and beyond as this space will be a cultural hub within the community. 

 
Please see Annexure 1 for WSSP Committee evaluation summary contained in the Minutes of the 
WSSP Committee Meeting. 
 
Publicity and Promotions 
 
Based on feedback from previous WSSP evaluations and income that allowed for it, the 2015 
Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize was able to continue engaging the services of an external 
publicist. As a result the Prize received solid media coverage including The Sun Herald, Belle 
Magazine, Museum Magazine, City Hub and The Sydney Morning Herald, as well extensive online 
coverage. Radio coverage was also received on 2SER FM, Eastside Radio and ABC 702 FM. 
 
The WSSP and The Wentworth Courier media partnership was continued in 2015. Through this 
relationship, the Wentworth Courier provided advertising and editorial. A significant percentage of 
visitors to the WSSP cited The Wentworth Courier or ‘local paper’ when asked how they heard 
about the Prize. 
 
Paid advertising for the WSSP was undertaken with the respected and nationally distributed Art 
Almanac (call for entries, exhibition), ArtsHub and The Sydney Morning Herald. Opportunities for 
free listings and online mentions in arts publications were researched by Volunteer Staff.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The 2015 WSSP has been recognised as a success and continued to meet the original aims and 
objectives set by Council in 2001. Based on the majority of feedback received on Viewers’ Choice 
voting forms, evaluation meetings with WSSP Committee members and personal communication 
with artists/audience, there has been an ongoing increase in the media profile and increased 
awareness of the WSSP by artists and the arts industry in its fifteen year history. 
 
The number of entries and media awareness of the WSSP can be linked to factors including the 
increased prize money, the choice of respected judges, levels of sponsorship received, community 
support and community engagement, both in person and through social media platforms, and 
expansion of programs through dedicated volunteer staff hours. 
 
The reputation and profile of the WSSP and related activities including the schools component, 
links with the ESSP, community Artist Talks and community programs be maintained at current 
levels with appropriate funding from Woollahra Council and the continuation monetary and in-kind 
sponsorship. 
 
The evaluation of the 2016 WSSP confirms that positive outcomes continue, objectives are met and 
maintained while building and expanding the profile of the Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize. Dates 
for the 2016 WSSP exhibition have been set as Saturday 15 to Sunday 30 October with the launch 
scheduled for Friday 14 October.  
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Annexures 
 
1. Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize Committee - Minutes November 17 2015    
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Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize Committee Minutes 
 

Woollahra Council, Council Chambers 
Tuesday 17 November 2016 

 
 
 

All correspondence to: 
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR 

PO Box 61 
Double Bay NSW 1360 

 
Phone: 02 9391 7135 

Fax: 02 9391 7044 
Email: records@woollahra.nsw.gov.au 
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Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize Committee Minutes 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 
Tuesday 17 November at 5pm 

Woollahra Council, Council Chambers 

1. PRESENT & APOLOGIES 
 
Present: Councillor Anthony Marano (Chair) 

Stella Downer   Arts Industry Representative 
Alison Renwick   Arts Industry Representative 
Karin Olah    Community Representative 
Christopher Dawson  Community Representative 

 
Staff:  Jo Jansyn    Cultural Development Coordinator 
  Kylie Walshe    Director Community Services 
   
 
Apologies: Councillor Luise Elsing 

Bernard Curran   Community Representative 
Professor Ian Howard  Arts Industry Representative 
Ali Yeldham   Arts Industry Representative 
Diana Palmer   Arts Industry Representative 

 
2. CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
Moved: Alison Renwick, Seconded: Karin Olah 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
 
No matters arising from previous minutes. 
 
4. 2015 WOOLLAHRA SMALL SCULPTURE PRIZE SUMMARY  
 
4.1 Exhibition Summary and Statistics 
 
The Cultural Development Coordinator circulated and spoke to the following information: 
 
a) Online and in person Viewers’ Choice voting information and comments from the public, 
b) Website and Social Media statistics, 
 
2015 saw the highest number of entries to date in the history of the Prize (701). Nine sales of work 
occurred during the exhibition. Whilst visitor numbers were good (approx. 2,500), attendance 
figures were slightly down on previous years due to a decrease in overlap days with Sculpture by 
the Sea. 
 
4.2 Media Report 
 
The Cultural Development Coordinator circulated a media report provided by “[art]iculate”. The 
public relations service provided by “[art]iculate” was thorough and excellent coverage was gained 
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for the finalists and the exhibition. Of particular interest to media outlets was the opportunity for 
studio visits for photo opportunity. 
 
ACTION: To conduct a request for quotation process for publicity services in January 2106.  
ACTION: Encourage finalists to provide in studio images that can be used for media/promotion. 
 
5  2015 WOOLLAHRA SMALL SCULPTURE PRIZE EVALUATION 
 
5.1 Exhibition (opening hours, length of exhibition, social media presence) 
 
The opening hours and length of exhibition worked well again this year. Staff will be looking at 
opportunities to place acquisitions in the new Library space in 2016 in the lead up to the finalists’ 
exhibition. 
 
The gallery team improved processes this year for exhibition installation and de-installation by 
keeping photographic logs of artwork condition and packing. The Committee had a discussion 
about whether it was the responsibility of staff to pack works and whether this was covered by any 
insurance arrangements if the team were required to undertake this.  
 
Social media was successful again this year and the number of friends of the Prize on Facebook 
increased significantly. From 2016, all design and marketing work for the Prize will no longer be 
outsourced and therefore the team will be looking at developing an even stronger social media and 
digital presence for the Prize.  
 
The Prize has 4,500 subscribers for its E-News with the most popular E-News being the July edition 
(finalists announcement), followed by October winners announcement.  
 
It was felt that the Sydney Morning Herald Spectrum and Art Almanac advertising are good tools 
for attracting visitors and entrants respectively. 
 
Action: Update entry/finalist information with more detailed packing criteria and investigate the 
insurance ramifications if gallery staff were nominated to pack works. 
Action: To investigate opportunities to program Sculpture Prize content into the new Library in 
2016 in the lead up to the exhibition by way of displaying acquisitions or the hosting of an activity. 
 
5.2 Launch and launch sponsors. 
 
The launch was again extremely successful with comments about the quality of the food and 
service, and a record number of attendees. The Mark Moran Group very generously supplied the 
food and service staff and are keen to continue this partnership. Other in-kind sponsors were again 
very generous with contributions to the evening. Efforts to find sponsors were successful this year 
with Belle Property Group, The Mark Moran Group, Catalina Rose Bay, InterContinental Hotel 
Double Bay and Crawford’s Casting supporting the Prize. 
 
Whilst the pre-selection lunch is a popular activity for sponsors, Councillors and Committee, it has 
grown from the informal offering it used to be and potentially takes focus away from the judging 
itself. The lunch was kindly sponsored this year however some budget was still utilised to cover 
room hire and beverages. Future in-kind sponsorship should be assessed carefully for any budget 
implications. The Committee agreed that a less formal activity, such as an afternoon tea, could be 
hosted in future to coincide with pre-selection judging day. 
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Recommendation: To investigate the hosting of an informal afternoon tea in 2016 for sponsors, 
Councillors and Committee members to coincide with the pre-selection judging activity 
 
5.3 Administration (entry fee, commission fee, prize monies) 
 
The boost in Prize money and the addition of The Mayor’s Award in 2014 may have contributed to 
the increase in the number of entries received this year as a flow on effect. 2015 also saw the 
introduction of $1,000 in additional prize money, offered by the family of a previous Prize winner, 
the late Thor Beowulf. This prize is to be offered annually by the family if there is a suitable 
recipient. 
 
As per a recommendation by the Committee in 2014 leading to a Council Resolution, the entry fee 
for the Prize increased to $45.00 in 2015. The Committee were interested in an updated entry fee 
and prize money comparison with other national art prizes with a view to increasing the main award 
from $15,000 to $20,000. The Committee felt that this would add to the prestige of the Prize, 
particularly as it was suggested that the number of entries received are not yet at saturation point. 
The Committee also recommended that the commission taken by Council for the Sculpture Prize 
should increase. 
 
Action: To provide the Committee with a comparison of entry fees, prize monies and commissions 
from other national art prizes for discussion at the next meeting. 
Recommendation: The commission splits taken by the Sculpture Prize for sale of artworks to 
increase from 30% to 40%. Where the artist is represented by a gallery, the Council commission 
would be split with 20% going to the gallerist and 20% to Council. 
 
5.4 Community Programs 
 
(Artist Talks, Environmental Schools Sculpture Prize, Sculpture Tea Topic, Friends VIP 
Event, Sculpture Workshop series) 
 
The Artists Talks were well received with Professor Ian Howard coordinating the question and 
answer time. Participants mentioned how valuable it was to talk with fellow artists about their 
various practices. The Art and Architecture evening event featuring Penelope Seidler and Mika 
Utzon Popov and jointly coordinated with Architecture on Show was well attended and a good 
opportunity to form partnerships. The Environmental Schools Sculpture Prize was successful with 
finalist Tracey Deep speaking at the launch. Events targeting Library Friends (Sculpture at Night, 
Tea Topic) are currently under review. 
 
Five free sculptural workshops were held on the weekends which were pitched as ‘family’. This 
meant that they catered for all age groups. Three of the five workshops were conducted by 
Woollahra Artist in Residents as part of their community engagement programs. 
 
There was a decrease in school group numbers to the Prize as teachers were tied to a shorter term 
and lack of time. The Woollahra Preschool visited the exhibition and a special needs youth group 
from the Holdworth Centre participated in a weekend workshop. 
 
Action: Continue to investigate and improve audience development opportunities for Woollahra 
Small Sculpture Prize Community Programs. 
Recommendation: Investigate the use of the new Library in Double Bay to provide community 
programs associated with the Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize. 
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5.5 Volunteer Staff Program 
 
Four Volunteer staff placements were provided and these continue to contribute great value to the 
development of the Prize as well as reciprocate skills development. Two of the four placements 
contributed towards internship hours for the Master of Curatorial and Cultural Leadership offered 
through UNSW. Volunteer staff placements culminated in some paid casual employment during the 
exhibition.  
 
5.6 Ideas for development  
 
Any new ideas to be discussed in 2016. 
 
6. COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 
The Committee agreed that current Committee Membership was optimal. 
 
7. 2016 EXHIBITION DATES – LAUNCHING FRIDAY 14 OCTOBER THROUGH TO SUNDAY 30 

OCTOBER 
 
Dates for the 2016 Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize exhibition have been set as launching Friday 
14 October to Sunday 30 October. 
 
8. 2016 SPONSORSHIP 
 
The Committee acknowledged the value that sponsorship support provides to growing the Prize as it 
allows for an external publicist to be engaged, as well as the development of community programs 
that engage locally as well as virtually. 
 
Action: The Chair and Committee to approach any new contacts (in addition to current sponsors) 
regarding sponsorship.  
Action: The Cultural Development Coordinator to update the sponsorship package and circulate 
this to the Committee. 
 
9. JUDGES 
 
The Committee had a discussion prioritising judges and a strategy for approach. 
 
Action:  The Chair and nominated Committee Members to approach prioritised judges. 
 
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
No other business discussed. 
 
11. NEXT MEETING:  
 
The Committee suggested that Tuesday was a preferred day for meetings and that the earlier time of 
5pm was suitable. Three to four meetings will occur in 2016 with the first meeting to occur in 
February with a date TBC following further consultation with the Committee on day/time 
preferences. 
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Political Donations – matters to be considered by Councillors at Meetings 
 

 

 
 
  

Action 
Declare a significant non-pecuniary conflict of 

interest, absent yourself from the meeting and take 
no further part in the debate or vote on the matter 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.16(b)) 

Action 

Consider appropriate action required. 
This could include limiting involvement by: 

1. participating in discussion but not in decision making (vote), 
2. participating in decision making (vote) but not in the discussion 

3. not participating in the discussion or decision making (vote) 

4. removing the source of the conflict 

Do you believe the political 
contribution creates a significant 
non-pecuniary conflict of interest 

for you? 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.23) 

Action 
Declare a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest, 
absent yourself from the meeting 

and take no further part in the 
debate or vote on the matter  

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.16(b)) 

Staff to record decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division of votes for the 
determinative resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes. 

Matter before Committee or  

Council Meeting 

Did the applicant, owner (if not 
the applicant) or someone close 

to the applicant make a 
donation in excess of $1,000 
that directly benefited your 

election campaign?  
(Code of Conduct Cl 4.21) 

Is the matter before the meeting 
a Planning Matter? 

Action 

Participate in debate and vote on the matter 

Did the applicant or someone 
close to the applicant make a 
donation less than $1,000 that 
directly benefited your election 

campaign? 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.2) 

Staff to record decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division of votes for the 
determinative resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes. 

No 

No No 

No 

Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
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