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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

St Joseph’s Church 

Former name _ 

Item type Built 
Victorian church building 

Significant  
Area or Group 

_ 
 

Address 
 

Number 
12 

Street 
Albert Street 

Suburb 
Edgecliff 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 2 
 

DP 905 805 
 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Trustees of the Roman Catholic Church 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Church 

Former 
Church 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

St Joseph’s church has historical significance as it was at the instigation of St Joseph’s that the Franciscan 
Friars were invited by the Catholic Archdiocese to establish their order in Sydney.  An unusual agreement, 
still current, was entered into, whereby St Joseph’s Presbytery was assigned to the Friars as their monastic 
residence.   
 
St Joseph’s Church retains a strong spiritual, cultural and social association with the two religious orders and 
with the local Catholic community.  St Joseph’s parish, is one of the earliest parishes established in the area, 
and has continued with an active community to the present day.   
 
The building is a fine example of a Victorian period Gothic church building of modest size.  Although it has 
undergone some minor alterations and additions throughout it’s history, these are largely sympathetic and the 
overall integrity of the building remains largely intact.   
 
In conjunction with the Sisters of Charity, a school was established opposite in close proximity to St Joseph’s 
Church.  The precinct is therefore significant for its unbroken continuity as a community focus of religious 
practice, Catholic education and monastic life.   
 

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area Study 

Other Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area DCP 
2003 – Rosemont Precinct Contributory Item 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Unknown 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years   1874 

Physical 
Description 

St Joseph’s church building is a well presented, Victorian Gothic style parish church building, suitably modest 
in size and detail considering the suburban nature of the parish.   
 
The building presents strongly to the street with the street elevation (south) close to the street alignment.  The 
elevation is symmetrical in form and denotes the steeply pitched gabled profile of the building.  A central entry 
porch of the same form and in proportion to the main profile protrudes out to the street.  Above the entry 
porch is a set of three lancet arch windows and two quatrefoil windows contained in an overall lancet arch 
rendered moulding.  Two smaller windows of similar form and detailing, one above the other, sit each side of 
the centre details.  Surmounting the corner buttresses at the sides of the gable end is a decorative rendered 
finial and on the points of the gables is a rendered Celtic cross.   
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 The sidewalls are relatively low, which helps to accentuate the steep pitch of the gable roof form, and are 
characterised by external buttresses at frequent intervals.  Towards the rear of the building is a smaller gable 
end to each side giving the church a crucifix form.    
 
Confessional spaces were added to the sides of the building in 1938.   These are relatively small and sit close 
to the building.  The parapet wall sits lower than the eaves line of the early building allowing the original form 
of the building to be easily discernible.   
 
The main materials of the building are rendered walls, terracotta roof tiles, and lancet arch leadlight windows.   
 
The interior of the building appears to retain much of its early fabric and detail.  Including the exposed timber 
boarded ceiling, and the exposed decorative timber arched truss system.  There is a small gallery housing the 
pipe organ at the southern end, and the sanctuary and alter is at the northern end framed by a lancet arch 
alcove.   
 
There is no fencing across the front, except for the eastern corner, which is a later painted brick pier and 
wrought iron infill to match the fence of the adjoining presbytery building.   The setting of the building is paved 
and there is no physical separation to the 1980s blond brick administration building to the west.   The 
neighbouring building to the east is the Presbytery building of a compatible style and massing (see separate 
Heritage Inventory Sheet).   

Physical condition 
 

Excellent condition 

Modification and  
Dates 
 

Pipe organ first installed 1912, replaced 1973 – non-intrusive.   
Confessional Boxes added to the sides of the building, 1938 - sympathetic.   
The front porch was added c.1963 - sympathetic.   

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Archaeological potential is considered unlikely given that historical records indicate the building was the first 
structure to occupy the site and there has been little disturbance since this time.  Records have not appeared 
to indicate indigenous archaeological potential.   

Further comments 
 

The church building is closely associated with the Presbytery building located to the east (currently 
administered separately) and the other ecclesiastical buildings located opposite on the southern side of the 
street.   

HISTORY 
Historical notes  The first church services held for the area were held by the Church of the Sacred Heart in Darlinghurst and 

the congregation reached far and wide.  Waverley was the first district to set up it’s own Mission in 1865, and 
a small church was dedicated in Carrington Street in 1866.   
 
Later in 1866 a small wooden structure was constructed in Gordon Street Paddington and was to serve as a 
school church and head-master’s residence.  In May 1866 the district was cut off from Darlinghurst and made 
a separate parish known as Woollahra, and included Paddington, Edgecliff and out to Watson’s Bay.   
 
The church building was constructed and opened in 1874.  The priest who built St Joseph’s in Albert Street, 
speculated and lost the collection funds for it’s construction and indebted the Church.  He then also in a 
similar fashion did the same with the construction of the Presbytery in 1879.  The opening of the church was 
the first official act performed of the Coadjutor Archbishop of the time since coming to Australia.   
 
In the mean time a priest took over the service of the Gordon Street premises. He was skilled at saving 
money and had Franciscan connections and an ambition to establish the Franciscan Order in Sydney.  When 
asked to provide financial assistance for the debt recovery the priest put forth an ultimatum for the money that 
required the establishment of the Friars. The Eastern Suburbs Parish was subsequently handed over to the 
Fathers of the Franciscan Order.   With the induction of the Friars to St. Joseph’s 9 Nov 1879 was the 
induction of the Franciscan Order in Australia.  The Friars concurrently inhabited both the Albert Street 
residence, and Waverly residence.   
 
In 1877 the Church constructed a school ‘situated on the eastern side of Ocean Street opposite the Church’.  
The bank foreclosed on the property one year later.  However in May 1880 the Sisters of Charity continued 
teaching there when their new weatherboard convent was built opposite the church in Albert Street.   
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 Further land was purchased adjacent to the church down to Ocean Street in 1918.   
 
A school and hall was built next to the church in 1922 to the designs of Mr A Polin, Architect.   
 
The confessional boxes were removed from projecting into the interior of the church and became external 
additions flanking the side as described above in 1938.  The baptismal font was also relocated at that time.   
 
Many alterations occurred during the term of a particular priest from 1953-63.  The sacristy and storerooms 
were completed underneath in 1954.  The church was completely replastered and painted.  The front porch 
was added to ‘harmonise with the old gothic style’.  The seating was changed from three banks of seats and 
two aisles, to two banks of seats and one centre aisle and walking space all around.  The three storey 
construction including excavation of a lower level was erected to the rear of the presbytery, providing 
basement storage and workrooms; ground floor a complete housekeeper flat, spare bedroom, parlour, parish 
office, kitchen, dining, laundry etc.; first floor six bed-study rooms, recreation and toilet block.   
 
A pipe organ was installed in 1912 and replaced in 1973 whilst retaining and restoring the old pipe work.   
 

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Religion / Social institutions 

Local historical theme Community amenities 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 

• The circumstances relating to the construction of the St Joseph’s Church (and presbytery) building 
were instrumental in establishing the Franciscan Order in Sydney through a unique arrangement 
involving negotiations between the Estate of a former Parish priest, the Sydney Archdiocese, the 
Irish Franciscans and Rome.    

• The church dates from the earliest key period of significance for the precinct.   
• The church building is the earliest remaining church building for the Parish, and was the first 

district to set up it’s own Mission separate from Sydney which at the time included most of the 
Woollahra Municipality.   

 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• The church is associated with the early establishment and ongoing support of a number of the 
schools in the area and therefore the scholastic foundation and development of those members of 
the Parish and Woollahra community who stemmed from those beginnings, as exampled by the 
role noted with the Sisters of Charity school located opposite in Albert Street.  (School records 
have not been investigated as part of this limited study, and as such the connection with this 
criterion maybe incidental and unsubstantiated; however the potential is worthy of note.) 

 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 

• The church building exhibits a good example of a Victorian Gothic Church building of this size and 
scale, with many of it’s fine architectural details, internally and externally, remaining largely intact 
and well maintained.   This is considered more representative value rather than aesthetic 
distinction and does not meet the criterion.   

  

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

• St Joseph’s Church has significance to the St Joseph’s parish, the two religious orders, and the 
local catholic community.   

• St Joseph’s church has significance to the Edgecliff and Woollahra communities and is important 
to those community’s sense of place.   

 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 

• The building does not yield any potential for technical or scientific research information that would 
not be available from other sources.   
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Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• The separated administration between the Church building and the associated Presbytery as 
established since the induction of the Franciscan Order in 1879 continues to demonstrate the 
unique arrangement made between the Diocese and the Franciscan Order in the coming of the 
latter to Australia.    

  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 

• The church is a fine examples of a Victorian Gothic church building.   
  

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects, which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 

• The building has been well maintained, continues to be associated with the various communities 
and the neighbouring Presbytery building and stylistically demonstrates it early foundations in the 
development of the community.  The significance of the building remains largely intact to a high 
degree.   

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations  
 

Listing is recommended as a heritage item in Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 1995.   

This building should also be listed as part of a heritage item group including the neighbouring presbytery 
building and also possibly the other religious buildings opposite subject to the findings of a further study.   

A conservation management plan should be prepared prior to any proposals for works to the building/site. 

 
Conservation Policy 
 
This Heritage Inventory Data sheet highlights the heritage significance of the place as determined through a 
study and concludes that enough evidence exists for the heritage significance to be protected under the 
provisions of  relevant local environmental plan and development control. Where work to the item requires 
prior consent from the Council. Applicants must submit a statement of heritage impact with a development 
application.  The Council may also require a conservation management plan to be submitted.  Refer to the 
Council’s Guide for Preparing a Statement of Heritage Impact, which is part of the DA Guide. 
 
The evolutionary development of the property, the architectural style, landscaping elements, the building’s 
setting and its presentation to the streetscape all contribute to the heritage significance of the property to 
varying degrees and levels of importance.  As part of the statement of heritage impact, a careful analysis of 
the built fabric should be undertaken. Depending on the scope of the work proposed a grading of significant 
fabric will need to be determined.   
 
The fabric of the place can be separated into categories of high, medium, low and intrusive in terms of its 
contribution to the heritage significance of the place.  The essential principle is that any changes to the place 
should be located in sections that are of least significance and be sympathetic to the overall presentation and 
heritage significance of the place.  Elements of higher significance should be retained, maintained and 
conserved.  Intrusive elements should be resolved in relation to the heritage appreciation of the place.   
 
No works should be carried out which obscure or reduce the visual relationship of the building to the heritage 
significance of its setting, vistas or views.   

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type Author/Client Title  Year Repository 

Centenary 
Souvenir 

Bronwyn Russell Serve the lord with gladness 1974 Franciscan Archives 

History John O’Brien On Darlinghurst Hill  Franciscan Archives 
Ratebooks  Woollahra Council Ratebooks various Woollahra Local History Library 
BA records Woollahra Council BA 0227/34  Woollahra Council Archives 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
 

2004 
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IMAGES 

Image Caption  
 

St Joseph’s Church, 12 Albert Street, Edgecliff from the south west.   
 

 

 
 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

St Joseph’s Friary 

Former name St Joseph’s Presbytery 

Item type Built 
Victorian presbytery building 

Significant  
Area or Group 

Name 
_ 

Address 
 

Number 
14 

Street 
Albert Street 

Suburb 
Edgecliff 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 1 
 

DP 905805 
 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Trustees of the Roman Catholic Church 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Friary 

Former 
Presbytery 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The Friary along Albert Street has historic significance for its role in the instigation of the Franciscan Order in 
Sydney.  In 1879, at the instigation of the parish priest of St Joseph’s, the Franciscan Friars were invited by 
the Catholic Archdiocese to establish their order in Sydney.  This event centred around the construction of the 
Presbytery building and the recovery of the debt subsequently incurred.   An unusual agreement, still current, 
was entered into, whereby St Joseph’s Presbytery was assigned to the Friars as their monastic residence.   
 
The building retains a social, cultural and spiritual association with the two orders and local community.   
 
The building is a fine example of a Victorian period Gothic Presbytery building.  Although it has undergone 
alterations and additions throughout it’s history, these are largely sympathetic and the overall integrity of the 
building remains largely intact.   
 
In conjunction with the neighbouring church building, and their shared history and aesthetic nature, the two 
buildings may yield potential as a heritage significant group.  (Refer to recommendations).   
 

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area Study 

Other Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area DCP 
2003 – Rosemont Precinct Contributory Item 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Unknown 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years   1879 

Physical 
Description 

Two-storey Victorian Gothic style parish presbytery building to match the neighbouring church building, 
rendered walls and painted face brick walls, terracotta roof tiles, lancet arch leadlight windows.   
 
The massing of the Presbytery is asymmetrical.   
 
Presented to the street in the centre of the massing, is a tall two-storey gable end with timber finial and gable 
tie.  At the upper level, the gable end has two tall narrow lancet windows spaced wide apart with a smaller 
blind arch in the centre denoting a decorative religious cross.  At the lower level are two evenly spaced 
windows of similar proportions.  To the west is a gable return and from this element protrudes a single storey 
gable parapet enclosed entry porch of a later addition.  To the east is the bricked end of a two story flat-
roofed enclosed veranda that extends down the east side of the building.  There are two blind rounded 
arched elements set into this end wall.   
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 Each of the lancet arched elements has decorative rendered moulded outlining the arch and sills.   
 
A chimney with four chimney pots straddles the main gable.   
 
The eastern elevation denotes the pattern of larger windows of the enclosed veranda as mentioned above.  A 
gable end return off the main gable form and a relatively flat roofed extension to the rear and of similar 
proportion as the enclosed veranda element.  The various patterns in the brick and render and stone base 
along this wall allow for the various stage of the building to be discernible.  To the gable end, being part of the 
original configuration are two undecorated lancet arch windows the lower level and two regular timber double 
hung windows to the upper level.   
 
The rear of the building has a large recent entertaining deck and steps that lead out in the garden built as part 
of the 1963 extensions.   
 
There is a later painted brick pier and wrought iron infill fence across the street frontage.  The motifs of the 
wrought iron fence have no association with the Order.   
 
A tall residential flat building is located behind the Presbytery.   It is accessed by the driveway along the 
eastern façade of the Presbytery, and between the neighbouring early 20th century two-storey residence to 
the east.   

Physical condition 
 

Excellent 

Modification and  
Dates 
 

Enclosing of eastern balcony, 1934 – the original nature of the open verandah is not easily discernible without 
prior knowledge or interpretation.  The existing visual imagery of the enclosed verandah is acceptable. 
Three storey extension to the rear, including basement, a complete housekeeper flat, kitchen, offices, 
bedrooms, recreation room, c1963  - sympathetic whilst in a contemporary fashion.   
Front entry porch, 2001 – sympathetic.   
Recent internal upgrade including replacement of internal joinery and other finishes, date unknown – 
sympathetic.   

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Archaeological potential is considered unlikely given that historical records indicate the building was the first 
structure to occupy the site and there has been little disturbance since this time.  Records have not appeared 
to indicate indigenous archaeological potential.   

Further comments 
 

The presbytery building is closely associated with the church building located to the west (currently 
administered separately) and the other ecclesiastical buildings located opposite on the southern side of the 
street.   

HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

Convention signed by Archbishop (Bede) of Sydney and the Definator of the Irish Province introducing the 
Franciscans to Sydney, 1879.   
 
The first church services in the area were held by the Church of the Sacred Heart in Darlinghurst and the 
congregation reached far and wide.  Waverley was the first district to set up it’s own Mission in 1865, and a 
small church was dedicated in Carrington Street in 1866.   
 
Later in 1866 a small wooden structure was constructed in Gordon Street Paddington and was to serve as a 
school church and head-master’s residence.  In May 1866 the district was cut off from Darlinghurst and made 
a separate parish known as Woollahra, and included Paddington, Edgecliff and out to Watson’s Bay.   
 
The church building was constructed and opened in 1874.  The priest who built St Joseph’s in Albert Street, 
speculated and lost the collection funds for it’s construction and indebted the Church.  He then also in a 
similar fashion did the same with the construction of the Presbytery in 1879.  The opening of the church was 
the first official act performed of the Coadjutor Archbishop of the time since coming to Australia.   
 
 In the mean time a priest took over the Gordon Street premises. He was skilled at saving money and with 
Franciscan connections and an ambition to establish the Order in Sydney.  When asked to provide financial 
assistance for the debt recovery the priest put forth an ultimatum for the money that required the 
establishment of the Friars. The Eastern Suburbs Parish was handed over to the Fathers of the Franciscan 
Order.   With the induction of the Friars to St. Joseph’s 9 Nov 1879 was the induction of the Franciscan Order 
in Australia.  The Friars, concurrently inhabited both the Albert Street residence, and Waverly residence.   
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 Many alterations occurred during the term of a particular priest from 1953-63.  The three storey construction 
including excavation of a lower level was erected to the rear of the presbytery, providing basement storage 
and workrooms; ground floor a complete housekeeper flat, spare bedroom, parlour, parish office, kitchen, 
dining, laundry etc. The first floor included six bed-study rooms, recreation and toilet block.   
 
This arrangement has continued to present day.   

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Religion / Social institutions 

Local historical theme Community amenities 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 

• The building dates from an early key period of significance within the precinct.   
• The recovery of the debt associated with the construction of the building directly influenced the 

introduction of the Franciscan Order to Sydney, and at the same time changed from being a 
Presbytery to a Friary with the Friars inhabiting the building.     

 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• Has some significance for it’s continuous association with the St Joseph parish in Woollahra and 
Waverly.   

• Has some significance for providing a base from which the Franciscans could perform their duty 
within the Order and within Woollahra.   

 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 

• Has some significance as a good example of a matching Presbytery building in association with 
the church building.  This however is considered of limited value and insufficient to meet the 
criterion.   

  

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

• St Joseph’s Friary has significance to the St Joseph’s parish, the two religious orders, and the 
local catholic community.   

• St Joseph’s Friary has significance to the Edgecliff and Woollahra communities and is important to 
those communities sense of place.   

 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 

• The building does not yield any potential for technical or scientific research information that would 
not be available from other sources.   

 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• The Diocese and Franciscan Order have an unusual historical and administrative association of 
the church and presbytery buildings.  However this is not considered of sufficient value to meet the 
criterion.   

  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 

• The original building was complimentary to the church and a fine example of a Victorian 
presbytery building.  The architectural integrity of the building has been diminished somewhat by 
the later alterations namely the enclosing of the eastern verandah and the new entry porch.   

  

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects, which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 

• Although altered in numerous stages the degree to which the item continues to demonstrate its 
significance is high.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

Listing is recommended as a heritage item in Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 1995.   

This building should also be listed as part of a heritage item group including the neighbouring church building 
and also possibly the neighbouring religious buildings opposite subject to the findings of a further study.   

A conservation management plan should be prepared prior to any proposals for works to the building/site. 

 
Conservation Policy 
 
This Heritage Inventory Data sheet highlights the heritage significance of the place as determined through a 
study and concludes that enough evidence exists for the heritage significance to be protected under the 
provisions of  relevant local environmental plan and development control. Where work to the item requires 
prior consent from the Council. Applicants must submit a statement of heritage impact with a development 
application.  The Council may also require a conservation management plan to be submitted.  Refer to the 
Council’s Guide for Preparing a Statement of Heritage Impact, which is part of the DA Guide. 
 
The evolutionary development of the property, the architectural style, landscaping elements, the building’s 
setting and its presentation to the streetscape all contribute to the heritage significance of the property to 
varying degrees and levels of importance.  As part of the statement of heritage impact, a careful analysis of 
the built fabric should be undertaken. Depending on the scope of the work proposed a grading of significant 
fabric will need to be determined.   
 
The fabric of the place can be separated into categories of high, medium, low and intrusive in terms of its 
contribution to the heritage significance of the place.  The essential principle is that any changes to the place 
should be located in sections that are of least significance and be sympathetic to the overall presentation and 
heritage significance of the place.  Elements of higher significance should be retained, maintained and 
conserved.  Intrusive elements should be resolved in relation to the heritage appreciation of the place.   
 
No works should be carried out which obscure or reduce the visual relationship of the building to the heritage 
significance of its setting, vistas or views.   

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type Author/Client Title  Year Repository 

Centenary 
Souvenir 

Bronwyn Russell Serve the lord with gladness 1974 Franciscan Archives 

History John O’Brien On Darlinghurst Hill  Franciscan Archives 
Ratebooks  Woollahra Council Ratebooks various Woollahra Local History Library 
BA records Woollahra Council BA records summary  Woollahra Council Archives 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
 

2004 
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IMAGES 

Image Caption  
 

St Joseph’s Presbytery building, 14 Albert Street, Edgecliff from the southeast.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd.   

 
Image Caption  
 

Photograph of presbytery before alteration and additions.   
 

 
 

 
 
Image Year Unknown Image author and 

copyright holder 
Centenary Souvenir / Bronwyn Russell 
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 ITEM DETAILS 
Name of item Cliff Street archaeology 

Item type Archaeological-Terrestrial/ Transport – Land/ Road 

Significant area or 
group 

 

Address 
 

Known archaeology exists in the area of Cliff Street south of Victoria Street extending the length of the 
carpark. Test pits were carried out past this point but did not reveal archaeological evidence. The area of Cliff 
Street highlighted red represents the extent of area where sandstone cobble stones are known to exist.  
 

 
 

Use 
 

Road 
 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The line of Cliff Street is part of the very intact layout of the Watsons Bay subdivision, which is an early 
Sydney village subdivision, and its original plan and scale of buildings remain legible. The line of Cliff Street 
contributes to the overall significance of the locality.  
 
The cobbled road surface of Cliff Street is locally significant because the technology and surviving sections 
are possibly rare examples of their type [Criterion F]. The cobbled surface demonstrates an earlier phase of 
road surfacing that is contemporary with the Watsons Bay subdivision, and provides a sense of how it was 
established and may have looked [Criteria A, C]. Because the surface has been compromised by later 
intrusions for services it lacks the integrity that gives it a higher status or to meet other criteria. Although there 
is uncertainty about its exact date of construction, this is sufficiently secure to consider it as an example of 
19th century road engineering. The later site elements such as the material of the footpath, services, carpark 
and landscaping are not significant.  
 

Level of 
significance 

State 
 

Local 
Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Located within the Watsons Bay Heritage Conservation Area Development Control Plan 
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DESCRIPTION 
Construction years   c1890 – in line with the 1855 subdivision of Watsons Bay, and the eventual sale in 1892 

 
 

Physical description Line of the road 
The road line follows the 1793 Laing grant boundary on its eastern side. The road line was established in the 
1855 subdivision plan. Normal practice at the time was to survey the roads and lots accurately before sale at 
auction, so the Cliff Street road reserve existed at least on official papers and may also have been present on 
the ground as survey pegs. It had been formed into a road by at least the end of the 19th century, still retaining 
the original surveyed line.  
The line of the road therefore reflects the 1855 subdivision in the same way as the pattern of allotments. The 
variable width of the road’s current eastern side obscures the exact relationship to Laing’s grant boundary. 
The creation of the car park has reduced the legibility of the strong line, as the eastern boundary of the road 
and the entire estate.  
 
Cobble sandstone road surface  
The cobbled sandstone road surface was exposed in a number of sections, primarily along the northern 
section of Cliff Street and in minor surface removal along Cliff Street, during the drainage and road works 
undertaken by Woollahra Council during 2006, and is of a consistent formation. It comprises roughly shaped 
rectangular blocks with dimensions averaging 350mmx150mm laid in complete courses across the width of 
the street. No side drains or kerbing was exposed in any area opened. The courses are well laid with minimal 
spacing between blocks. In the northern of Cliff Street the stones are benched, ie. laid so that each course 
has a horizontal tread rather than on the gradient of the surface. Stones are a seeming random mixture of 
colours from whites to heavily oxidised reds and browns. Most appear to be sound in condition. In the 
northern section the cobbled surface ran from the western kerb to the approximate mid point of the road, 
where it was cut through by the drainage channel trench. The cut-through edge is rough with missing blocks 
suggesting the road continued into the area of the cut. Further along Cliff Street three small exposures 
showed that the surface continues as far as the southern end of the car park but has been cut through by 
later work at a consistent 1.3 metre distance from the western kerb line. This cut has been backfilled with 
compacted sandstone rubble. This can be readily distinguished from the cobble surface by its variable stone 
size, the large amount of sand between stones, inconsistent orientation of pieces. As in the north it can be 
confirmed as a later cut by the infilling of missing sections of laid stones forming a dentate pattern.  
 
The cobbled surface probably represents an exposed, wearing surface but the possibility that it was intended 
to be overlain by a layer of smaller aggregate cannot be definitively discounted at this stage. Exposure of a 
more extensive area may provide evidence to support it being a base layer, such as residual aggregate fines 
being pressed into the surface, staining from bituminous coatings or evidence of sealing at a higher level than 
the current well-formed top of the stones. 
 
Other elements 
Other identified elements within the road reserve are: 

• The current asphalt road surface 
• The current footpath, kerb and guttering 
• Existing water and gas service lines to the houses along Cliff Street 
• A drainage channel running along the approximate centre line of the street in the northern section 
• Car park planter beds and their trees.  
• Sandstone bedrock and natural soils 

 
The above elements have recently undergone an upgrade to improve the drainage for properties within the 
heritage conservation area.  The elements are not cited as significant items. 
 

Modification and 
dates 

Council records indicate that work was undertaken to this section of Cliff Street in 1920 when the original road 
surfacing was recorded in Council minutes.  
Elements such as the current road surface, formed concrete, blue metal aggregate, utilities, date from the mid 
twentieth century.  
Subsurface investigation to date has revealed an early to mid 1900s channel which is cut into rock, which acts 
as the drainage channel. A plan dated 1977 locates this channel down the centre of the road.  
In 2006 Council undertook drainage and road improvement works to improve the drainage capacity of the 
immediate area. New road surface, footpath and driveway crossovers were constructed at this time.  

Further comments It is likely that the cobble stone surface roadway extend to other areas of the area associated with the similar 
subdivision of the roads, eg Cove, Camp, Pacific, Victoria and Cliff streets. Similar undisturbed cobbles can 
be expected to be found. The installation of utilities throughout the Watsons Bay Heritage Conservation Area 
is also likely to have impacted on any surviving section of roadway.  
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HISTORY 
Historical notes The 1892 sale shows the original 1855 street layout and there is no suggestion of any change in lot 

arrangements. This raises the question of whether Cliff Street had actually been built by 1892. Although Cliff 
Street follows the Laing grant boundary of 1793 there is no evidence of any works on the land until the 
construction of the water Police Station. Their main access would have been by boat, although they may have 
used informal tracks to get to Watsons Bay. The 1843 Donnithorne subdivision appears to have been aborted 
without any result, and is unlikely to have required such a roadway being built. The 1855 subdivision plan 
shows the alignment and is a reasonable earliest possible date for its construction but the evidence is not 
definitive of actual construction as opposed to survey. 

A plan of the 1860s shows the subdivision layout, the large swamp almost reaching the line of Cliff Street, the 
Water Police station and a roadway from the rear of the Water Police Station leading up the western side of 
South Head. There is no sign of a connection between the end of Cliff Street and this road. It is possible that 
this could have happened over the northern end of the beach but is more likely to have provided access to the 
tip of South Head from the Water Police Station.  

Another undated plan also shows the swamp and Water Police station, a ‘Government road’ at the head of 
Watsons Bay but not Cliff Street. It is not clear whether we can read this as the street having been surveyed 
for the 1855 subdivision but not built, as there were no lots sold in this area yet. If the swamp had come close 
to the Government Road it is likely that it would have been indicated. The probable route of the Government 
Road would follow the current entry road to HMAS Watson, which intersects with Cliff Street to the south of 
the drainage works and provides a gentler grade to access the defence lands than any other route. The 1881 
Trigonometrical Survey map repeats the same information apart from the small reserve over the swamp. 

Cliff Street is shown laid out in 1889 plans by Higinbotham and Robinson, but these are typically based on 
parish maps and do not reflect on the ground conditions. Another possibility is that it was the impending sale 
of the remaining town lots in 1892 that would have prompted construction of the road. As the centre of the 
estate had clearly been unattractive to new buyers, despite the presence of a large swamp in the rear of the 
lots, it may have been expedient to drain the swamp, form up street in a solid manner and generally make the 
area more attractive for sale. 

Still another possible construction date is 1895, when the Municipality of Vaucluse was formed as a 
breakaway from Woollahra Municipality. As was the pattern elsewhere in Sydney, the establishment of a new 
Council often heralded a brief period of road construction. Based on the quality of the stonework, the 
construction of the road is almost certainly attributable to the 19th century. The great roads to the North, West 
and South generally followed the Telford method, of graded sizes of aggregate, to create a sound all-weather 
surface. Comparable urban roadways made of sandstone blocks have been identified in The Rocks and date 
from the1840s.  Barrenjoey Head access road combines sandstone blocks of similar size with long blocks laid 
down the slope, to support the carriage of sledded goods. Some 20th century roads use sandstone, but 
generally well-sorted in size with the top wearing surface being composed of smaller stones or harder stone 
being used when available. 

Roadwork of the Great Depression tends to exhibit the advantages of mechanical aids, which particularly 
meant gravel crushing machinery that could sort accurately for aggregate sizes and steam rollers, meaning 
that the different layers of fill, and underlying clay or soil could be solidly compacted. 

20th Century history of the area 

The 1892 sale set the character of the area, with small lots containing predominantly timber buildings being 
constructed. As a built up residential area with a military neighbour, there does not appear to be any 
significant change in the streetscape. Vaucluse Council’s minutes provide some general information about 
road building during the period, but little specifically referring to Cliff Street. In 1914,  Mr Edmund Playfair, who 
lived at the northern end of Cliff Street, complained to Council that the end of the street had washed away in 
storms and further that there was no easy way of getting from the roadway to the beach except scrambling 
down rocks. 

In 1914 a Mayoral minute complained that a wet season had drawn attention to the bad state of local roads, 
many of which had had no provision made for drainage. A survey showed that Council was responsible for 
more than 16 miles [c26 km], and although it had been previously reported to be in a bad way, an allocation of 
kerbing and guttering funds had made a difference, and coating with asphalt would fix much of the remaining 
problem. Where roads were in such a bad way that they needed to be reconstructed they preferred surfacing 
with clinker and ash rather than the more expensive blue metal [Vaucluse council Ministerial Minute 6 March 
1914, cited in Britten n.d.]. 

Mention is made of Cliff Street in Council minutes of 1920 as being subject to road works costing ₤590. From 
the context this is most likely for the kerbing and guttering of the street and sealing with ashphalt / tar. A later 
report of June 1930 listed which roads in the municipality were tar-macadamed and required top dressing. 
Cliff Street was listed in this group, with an estimate of ₤96 to carry out the work, implying failure of the work 
carried out ten years earlier. A follow up report in September 1931 still had Cliff street as one of the roads in 
urgent need of renewed asphalting. As this was during the Great Depression it may simply have been a 
reduced Council rate revenue that was the cause of lack of maintenance rather than any inherent design 
faults [Brittenn.d.]. 

A lot plan of c.1930 shows the street essentially unchanged in its layout to the original subdivision plan of 
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1855 [Figure 8]. An aerial photo of 1943 shows the road tarred, with whitish concrete footpaths following their 
current alignment. The area of the car park appears to be overgrown, with a line of substantial trees along the 
road edge. In 1977 the military began a process of withdrawing from operational bases in Sydney, with the 
majority of the land eventually being transferred to the NSW government, and becoming part of Sydney 
Harbour National Park. The Constables Cottage was taken over by the National Parks and Wildlife Service for 
staff accommodation as was a later, post-world War II building to its southeast [now 33 Cliff Street]. 

 

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical 
theme 

Building settlements, towns and cities/ Activities associated with creating, planning and managing urban 
functions, landscapes and lifestyles in towns, suburbs and villages. 
 

Local historical 
theme 

Land Tenure/ Houses/ Suburban Expansion. 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

The archaeological resource relates to a number of historic themes: 
• Developing economies/technology/ road building – demonstrated by road surfaces 
• Building settlements, towns and cities/ towns, villages and suburbs/ Subdivision – demonstrated by 

road alignment.  
The resource most strongly demonstrates the technology of road building with the cobbled surface. This is 
locally significant. The road alignment has been compromised along with its eastern boundary and no longer 
demonstrates the original grant boundary.  
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

The archaeological resource does not meet this criterion.  

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

The cobbled road surface meets the guidelines for inclusion in this criterion as it is aesthetically distinctive 
and ‘exemplifies a particular taste, style or technology’. It meets this criterion at a local level.  

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 

 

The archaeological resource does not meet this criterion. 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

The archaeological resource meets this criterion at a low level of significance. The age of the cobbled surface 
has no been able to be determined through documentary research, beyond narrowing down to a c50 year 
period. Apart from this, and the details of how it was built, which are largely observable from the surface, 
there is little direct information that it can provide. It does not meet the guidelines for inclusion in this criterion.  

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 

 

Known cobbled road surfaces are relatively rare. They are known sporadically from older parts of Sydney, but 
also exist as surviving local sections obscured by later surfaces. Until their presence is proven elsewhere 
within the Woollahra Municipality, the cobbled surface should considered to be locally rare.  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 

 

The archaeological resource has been compromised by later work. The most extensive section of the cobbled 
surface only represents half the original width. No side drainage has been preserved in the areas exposed, 
and may have been deliberately removed. It is not considered to meet this criterion.  

Integrity  
 

Where found, the sandstone cobble stones are in a consistent formation, in roughly shaped rectangular 
blocks laid across Cliff Street. Later disturbances and intrusions have impacted on the integrity.  
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 
 

That the known archaeological evidence located in the section of Cliff Street between the Victoria Street 
intersection and 27 Cliff Street be listed as an archaeological relic in Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 
1995 Schedule 3 – heritage items.  
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Image caption  
 

1860s Map of Watsons Bay showing the 1855 subdivision 
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copyright holder 
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The 1892 sales advertisement, aiming to sell those blocks that had not been 
purchased following the original subdivision in 1855. 
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copyright holder 

 Woollahra Local History Library 
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IMAGES 
Image caption  
 

Cobbled surface exposed at northern end of Cliff Street  
[The archaeology shown in these photographs was removed during the 2006 road and 
drainage works, as approved by the NSW Heritage Office. The photographs provide 
evidence of the remaining known archaeology in the southern section of Cliff Street.] 
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IMAGES 
Image caption  
 

Plan prepared during archaeological work undertaken in 2006, showing exposed sections of sandstone 
cobble surfaces and known likely disturbances and intrusions.  
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copyright holder 

 Denis Gojak, Banskia Heritage + 
Archaeology 

 
 



 

Woollahra 2004  heritage inventory  
Based on the NSW Heritage Office State Heritage Inventory sheet 
 

ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Woolley Townhouse 

Former name N/A 

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/Complex 
Built 

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
8A 

Street 
Cooper Street 

Suburb 
Paddington 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
2 

DP 
573941 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Mr & Mrs Ken Woolley 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
Residence 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

With its response to the site and local streetscapes, intelligent planning, honesty in the use of vernacular 
building materials, numerous references to local historical architectural elements, and sophisticated sequential 
progression of spaces, the building is an exemplary work of the Late Twentieth Century Modern style, 
recognised at the time of its construction by a RAIA (NSW Chapter) Merit Award and the 1983 Wilkinson 
Award. As a house designed and constructed by the architect for his own use, and occupied by the architect 
between 1981 and 1987, the place is closely associated with architect Ken Woolley, who is one of the most 
prominent and important Australian architects of the mid and late 20th century. The house is significant in 
marking a milestone in the design approach of an architect of outstanding significance to 20th century 
architecture in Australia. 
  

Level of 
significance 

State 
Yes - Moderate 

Local 
Yes - High 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): Located within the Paddington Heritage Conservation Area  
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: No 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 
 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Ancher Mortlock & Woolley, Architects, Pty Ltd (Ken Woolley) 

Builder Henry Schimek 

Structural Engineer Ove Arup and Partners Pty Ltd 

Construction years  1980 - 1981 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys: 3 plus undercroft 
Roof: Corrugated ‘Colorbond’ (curved) 
Walls: Painted brickwork 
Windows & Doors: Windows of anodised aluminium and doors of flush timber  
Form & Structure: Free-standing terrace house form of structural brickwork walls and concrete floors with 
timber framed asymmetrical barrel vaulted roof form.  
Style or period: Constructed early 1980’s in late Twentieth Century Modern style with post-modern 
influences. 
Interiors: Lower ground floor consists of stair hallway, laundry, bathroom and two (interconnected) bedrooms. 
Ground floor consists of entry, stair hallway, main bedroom, wardrobe space, and bathroom. The first floor 
consists of single space, including north terrace, sitting area, stair, dining area, kitchen, pantry and southern 
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suntrap garden. Lower floors finishes are carpet, painted brickwork and painted concrete soffit. First floor 
finishes are waxed brickwork, painted brickwork and antique finish V-jointed t&g boarding. 
Contribution to streetscape: The building is largely neutral to the streetscape, showing on its south elevation 
only a boarded garage door, entry recess and blank painted brick wall. 
Landscaping: Building located hard on street alignment with only small decorative lily pool adjacent entry. 
Property consists of long rectangular block containing mature exotic and rainforest species, only partly 
maintained. Trees important to the house composition are large Jacaranda overhanging northern terrace and 
bedroom windows, and large Eucalypt in neighbouring property on east side. 

Physical condition 
 

Building in generally good order, but needing minor repairs and painting. Current owner indicated that 
waterproofing of southern suntrap garden slab was needed. 

Modification and  
dates 
 

The building is in near original condition. Original changes to original approved plans include elongation of 
lower floor bathroom and curving of its western wall, linking lower ground floor bedrooms with sliding door, 
forming large arch in undercroft north-eastern wall. Subsequent modifications are few and include stair 
handrail and balustrade between ground and first floor, addition of cupboard doors in main bedroom and 
dining room and re-waterproofing first floor northern terrace at higher level, reusing original pavers. The 
present owner advises that the original garage door (shiplap boarded metal framed) has been replaced with a 
matching door. 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

The northern garden area appears to contain remnant demolished building elements. The place is unlikely to 
contain archaeological potential, due to its topography, isolation and disturbance during the construction of the 
subject building. 

Further comments 
 

Exhibiting features such as load-bearing bagged and painted brickwork, reinforced concrete floors, lightweight 
roof of corrugated iron, and standard aluminium framed windows, the construction of the building 
demonstrates Woolley’s philosophical decision to build this house in the vernacular which is a milestone in his 
approach. The building has a very modest size and scale and presents as a very resolved and complete work 
of architecture. The building’s design is an essay in curved elements, these occurring in both plan and 
elevation. The architect’s response to a narrow, steeply sloping site resulted in the implementation of a 
massive brick tower, which demonstrates a major shift in his work, and a sequential progression of spaces 
from public at the street front to private at the back. Spatially an achievement, the house opens from a series 
of defensible spaces at the street front into spacious living rooms with deliberately smaller scale service rooms 
below. As a contemporary of the seminal Postmodernists internationally, Woolley’s intention in the design “to 
make much clearer statements about architectural reconnection,” is borne out in the use of a number of local 
architectural elements and features. For example, the use of a chimney modelled on kitchen chimneys evident 
in nearby Glenmore Road terraces, oversized but of traditional construction, and the oriel window to the street 
front, which makes reference not only to the Asian concept of the window to the world, but also quotes an oriel 
window of the same dimensions at the nearby Royal Hotel, Fiveways, as well as the curved northern 
elevation, curved asymmetrical roof form, curved articulation of the street façade, egg crate grill design of 
entry gate and door security grilles, and lattice and slat work on the northern terrace. The large Jacaranda tree 
located on the north side of the building is important to the building’s environment and character. The building 
retains its RAIA Wilkinson Award plaque (1983) adjacent the front door. 

Of the house, the architect Ken Woolley said  “it was an effort to build a sort of economical townhouse of the 
kind that I’d done a lot of in the years before that - that is, basically row houses or terrace houses of the more 
economical kind, and I must have done a few hundred of them here and there. What I am trying to say is that 
it was partly a philosophical statement that if I could do those for other people, why couldn’t I do one for 
myself, and it couldn’t be large and glamorous because I did not have any money.” Also on philosophical 
grounds, he decided that he would build it in a vernacular way, and incorporated a number of references to 
local historical building details and features, which he identifies as an aspect of his being a contemporary of 
many of the international Post Modernist architects. The house was important in Woolley’s career in the sense 
that it made much “clearer statements about architectural reconnection” using elements such as the oriel 
window and the kitchen chimney. 
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HISTORY 

Historical notes The subject house stands on part of Lot 32 of the Deep Dene Estate off Glenmore Road, which contained 33 
allotments offered for auction in 1877. The subdivision of the Deep Dene Estate followed the previous 
subdivision of the Underwood Paddington Estate, and made way for the late nineteenth century development 
in the inner area of Paddington. By 1886 a sizeable house was located on Lot 32, shown on a survey plan of 
the area. 
In 1978 the land at 8 Cooper Street was subdivided and sold to the architect Ken Woolley. Woolley House 
was constructed by 1981, and Woolley occupied the house until c1987. 
 

Ken Woolley (b. Sydney, 1933) achieved an exceptional beginning to his architectural career being 
a trainee in the Government Architects Branch, New South Wales Department of Public Health, 
Sydney, whilst studying architecture at the University of Sydney, from which he graduated with 
Honours in 1954. From here he won the Byera Hadley Travelling Scholarship in 1955. Woolley 
subsequently became a design architect with the Government Architects Branch, Sydney, and 
briefly an assistant architect for Chamberlin, Powell and Bon in London. 
Woolley joined the partnership of Ancher Mortlock and Murray in 1964, and became a director of the 
company in 1969. Throughout his career Woolley received numerous awards, including the Royal 
Institute of Architects Taubman House Competition Prize (with Michael Dysart) in 1958, Sulman 
Medal and Bronze Medal in 1962, the Blacket Award in 1964 and 1969, and four Wilkinson Awards. 
He was also awarded the St. Regis ACI Sisalkraft Travelling Scholarship in 1968, and received Merit 
Awards from the RAIA, NSW Chapter, in 1972, 1976 and 1978. Ken Woolley was made a Life 
Fellow of the RAIA in 1976. 
“The romantic values of the “Sydney School” are epitomised by Ken Woolley’s domestic 
architecture, which is typified by a selection of warm natural materials, picturesque organisation of 
form and fluid handling of space…Between 1965 and 1968 Woolley helped pioneer the town house 
type of housing in Australia. “The Penthouses,” a terraced group of flats at Darling Point overlooking 
Rushcutters Bay, were an important step in gaining acceptance in the town house concept.” (Drew, 
Philip, ‘Ken Woolley’ (extract), in Muriel Emanuel (ed.), Contemporary Architects, 1980, New York: 
St Martin’s Press, pp.896-98.) 
Lists of Ken Woolley’s work are available from a number of published sources. 
Ken Woolley’s contribution to urban and suburban housing in Australia is greater than that of any 
other architect. Over a long career, Woolley has consistently produced buildings of fresh and 
interesting design showing a high degree of intellectual rigour and design sense which exhibit few 
easily recognisable stylistic influences. 
From the above it is reasonable to say that Ken Woolley is one of the most prominent and important 
Australian architects of the mid and late 20th century. 
 

Woolley received the 1981 RAIA (NSW Chapter) Merit Award and the 1983 Wilkinson Award for the design of 
Woolley House. The 1981 award citation states: “The importance of the work as an urban paradigm – grading 
public to private, street to view, front to back, closed to open, etc. – is more significant than any criticism that 
could be made of its episodic, non-holistic formal nature – or even the eccentricity of its ‘signs’.” 
 
The 1983 Wilkinson Award citation reads as follows: 

“This house is well sited and organised (in plan and section) to provide comfortable family living on a 
precipitous site in Paddington. 
The citadel qualities of this house from below echo the precipitous nature of this site. On the entry side 
the house sensitivity [sic] turns its back to the street by use of a detached screen device with a "moon" 
penetration to allow surveillance of the entry. This screen is also used to skilfully admit reflected light 
into the dining area. 
The main living level is well arranged and detailed using elements of skylight, stairs, fireplace and 
kitchen to punctuate the simple volume. The Jury, however, found the sectional skillion resolved by the 
curve at the dining end anti-climactic, as it rises to maximum volume over minimum space. This 
sectional device has been used by architects like Aalto to greater effect. Nonetheless, the living/dining 
areas a relaxed space opening to the sun and view and yet trapping reflected light and direct skylight 
skilfully whilst providing privacy from the street. Here maximum effects of light, space and form are 
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 The bedrooms and ancillary spaces on the lower levels, including a teenage son's area designed as an 

independent flat, are well thought out, contain nice surprises and are well detailed. 
The Jury expressed some concern at the facile approach to the streetscape and found some references to the 
surrounding environment (eg the chimney and undulations in the screen wall) neither convincing nor 
necessary." 

HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme Creative endeavour 
Local historical theme Contemporary housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is item important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The place reflects the late 20th century regeneration of the Paddington/Woollahra area of Sydney as a 
fashionable location for the residences of professional and business people. In a broader sense, it also 
represents the continued popularity of the Paddington/Woollahra area in the mid to late 20th century, as a 
historical cultural landscape of high aesthetic and historic values.  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
As evidenced by its receiving a RAIA (NSW Chapter) Merit Award in 1981 and the 1983 RAIA (NSW Chapter) 
Wilkinson Award, the place reflects the contemporary appreciation held for the place by the architecture 
community at the time, and further reflects progressive aesthetic tastes of the time. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a state level. When considered with other aspects of 
significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of moderate significance at a state level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 
Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
As a house designed and constructed by the architect for his own use, and occupied by the architect between 
1981 and 1987, the place is closely associated with architect Ken Woolley, who is one of the most prominent 
and important Australian architects of the mid and late 20th century. 
 
The building is one of a group of works by Ken Woolley, and forms part of the architect’s body of work, and is 
one of three new houses Woolley designed and built for his own occupation (all three of which have won the 
RAIA (NSW Chapter) Wilkinson Award). 
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When considered 
with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of moderate 
significance at a state level. 
 
The place is an individual work by an architect of outstanding significance to 20th century architecture in 
Australia. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a state level. 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
in Woollahra. 
 
With its response to the site and local streetscapes, intelligent planning, honesty in the use of vernacular 
building materials, numerous references to local historical architectural elements, and sophisticated sequential 
progression of spaces, the building is an exemplary work of the Late Twentieth Century Modern style 
architecture incorporating a number of Post Modern style statements, which, at the time of its construction, 
was lauded for its “importance…as an urban paradigm” (Merit Award citation, 1981).  
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a state level. 
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, cultural or 
spiritual reasons. 
 
As evidenced by its inclusion in Jennifer Taylor’s Australian Architecture Since 1960, as well as Graham 
Jahn’s Guide to Sydney Architecture, the place is held in high regard by Australian architects and others 
interested in Australian architecture.  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
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Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The archaeological potential of the place is low (see above).  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a resource for the understanding of the architectural detailing of the architect, Ken Woolley. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
Factors such as the selection of location, materials, and the brick tower are milestones in the architect Ken 
Woolley’s career, demonstrating a major shift in his work, making this house a design of exceptional interest. 
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a state level. 
 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural places or 
cultural or natural environments. 
 
As indicated above, the building is an outstanding example of Late Twentieth Century Modern style 
architecture, showing Post Modern style influences. 
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a local level.  
 
The building is an important example of the domestic architecture of Ken Woolley. 
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level. 
 

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The place retains all of the aspects which made and make it significant. It is possible that the growth of the 
Jacaranda tree to the north of the building has, since the construction of the building, improved its aesthetic 
quality. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

List as heritage item on Woollahra LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 2 DP 573941. 
Nominate to New South Wales Heritage Office for listing on the State Heritage Register. 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  
Interview 

Author/Client 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Title 
Interview with Vivian Fraser 

Year 
2004 

Repository 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd 

Architectural 
Plans 

Ancher Mortlock & 
Woolley (Ken Woolley) 

Woolley House 1:100 plans 
BA 61/80 

1980 Woollahra Council 

Written Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects 
(RAIA) (NSW chapter) 

Merit Award 1981 Architecture in Australia vol 70 no 6, 1981, 
pp. 28-9 

Written Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects 
(RAIA) (NSW chapter) 

Wilkinson Award 1983 Architecture Bulletin, October 1983, p. 4. 

Site 
Inspection 

Clive Lucas Stapleton & 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Internal and external site 
inspection 

2004 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd 

Written Max Kelly Paddock Full of Houses: 
Paddington 1840-1890 

1978 Paddington: Doak Press 

Written Liz Parkinson The Underwoods: Lock, 
Stock, and Barrel 

1989 Terrigal: Lazy Lizard 

Written Jennifer Taylor Australian Architecture Since 
1960 

1990 Melbourne: Royal Australian Institute of 
Architects National Education Division 

Survey Plan Surveyor General’s 
Department 

Detail Survey 1886  Woollahra Council Library Local History 
Centre 
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Subdivision 
Plan 

 Deep Dene Estate 1877  Woollahra Council Library Local History 
Centre 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd (Ian Stapleton and Meg Quinlisk) 
 

2005 

 
IMAGES 

Image caption  
 

View from north 

 
 

Image year September 2004  Image author and 
copyright holder 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Walter McGrath House 

Former name  

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex 
Built 

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
4 

Street 
Dunara Gardens 

Suburb 
Point Piper 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
4 

DP 
27451 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Mr & Mrs Walter McGrath Jnr. (from BA 
drawings) 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
Residence 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

Features typical of the Wrightian (Prairie School) approach are combined with the architect’s own 
individual organic-inspired elements to create an modern expressionist building of great interest, 
with Structuralist style influences evident in the exposed frame form. The building is associated 
with the architect Peter Muller,an important mid to late 20th century Australian architect of 
international note. The powerful geometrical themes and massing of the living wings of the house 
make the building a very good example of the early part of Muller’s career and reflect his primary 
role in introducing the Prairie School approach to design to Australia in the 1950s. The place is of 
some significance to groups who appreciate Australian architectural history, as evidenced by its 
inclusion on the RAIA Register of 20th Century Buildings of Significance. 
 

Level of 
significance 

State 
Yes - Moderate 

Local 
Yes - High 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): No 
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: Yes 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Peter Muller [company structure at the time unknown] 

Builder Unknown, however, Peter Muller recalls that the client, Mr McGrath, used a building foreman, with 
all accounts and purchases paid directly by the client. 

Construction years   1957 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys: 2 storeys with lower level garage and service area 
Roof: Metal tray roofs with overhanging stained timber awnings 
Walls: Grey face brick with some cement render, and turquoise-painted fibre cement tile in 
diamond-pattern cladding. Chevron motif parapet decoration. 
Windows & Doors: Polished timber framed front door, flush timber varnished garage door, 
aluminium frame windows. Precast cement planter boxes in prismatic form below triangular-shape 
windows. 
Form & Structure: Courtyard form with two pavilions; one two-storey pavilion consisting of 
bedrooms, and one three-storey pavilion consisting of kitchen, dining, entertaining, breakfast, and 
study, surmounted by two bedrooms. Courtyard consists of swimming pool, gallery, and garden. 
Style or period: Abstract Modern style with Structuralist and Prairie School influences. 
Interiors: Not inspected. BA drawings show: lowest floor consisting of double garage, utility room, 
and winter drying room; middle level consisting of bedrooms 3, 4, 5, and 6, gallery, entertaining 
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area, study, dining, kitchen, breakfast room, kitchen, and toilets; upper floor consisting of 
bedrooms 1 and 2, both with ensuites. Interior finishes are generally stone / carpet over concrete 
floors, timber/plywood walls and ceilings. 
Contribution to streetscape: Located near the end of a short, narrow dog-leg drive, the house 
makes a surprising and unusual contribution to the streetscape, which is dominated by the 19th 
century villa, Dunara, and other early to mid 20th century houses of substantial size in traditional 
materials, colours, and form. 
Landscaping: No landscaping of note evident. 

Physical condition 
 

In good order 

Modification and  
dates 

No documented modifications except 1962 siteworks. 

Archaeological 
potential  

Due to the long period of European occupation of this site the archaeological potential for 
Aboriginal cultural material is low. 
There is little potential for archaeological remains relating to the later-19th century development of 
the area due to disturbance caused by construction of the subject building. 
 

Further comments Inspected externally only. 
When asked how this building fits into his career’s works, Muller replied that he sees it “as an 
expression of my searching for balanced, mirrored forms (yin/yang)”.  
In her analysis of Muller’s domestic architecture, Urford situates the McGrath house in the early 
phase of Muller’s career, spanning from 1952, when he returned to Sydney after studying in the 
United States of America, to 1957. The houses of this period are “important for their unique, 
flexible, and spacious planning - as distinct from the typical Anglo-Australian plan of this time with 
its compartmentalised and boxy interiors.” (Urford, op. cit., p. 6) The design for the McGrath House 
was an evolution from an illustrated letter Muller received from Bert Read. The diamond shaped 
cross section of the roof framing was a concept Muller had previously employed in the Molinari 
House (Forestville, 1954), as well the Audette House (1952) and his own house at Palm Beach 
(1954). Urford concludes that “the McGrath House is noteworthy not only for its ability to organise 
a large brief for an extremely large family on a restricted block…but also for the use of cheap, 
discarded, unconventional building materials. Muller here discovered and used for the first time the 
free off-cuts from ‘Tilux’, a compressed asbestos cement manufactured by Hardies.” (Urford, 
op.cit., p. 18) The house is representative of Muller’s characteristic “sense of geometry and axial 
composition, the repetition of simple geometrical elements impart[ing] a pervasive unity to the 
forms” evident from the early stage of his career. (Urford, op.cit., p. 20-1) 
 

 
HISTORY 

Historical notes  
 

 

The subject house is located on land which was part of the Point Piper Estate and contained the 
tennis court associated with the c.1884 house Dunara, at 10 Dunara Gardens, long time home of 
the poet Dorothea MacKellar. In 1956, Edward Fortescue, a wholesale butcher from Rose Bay, 
acquired the property from the Young Men’s and Women’s Hebrew Association and subdivided it. 
Lot 4 was purchased in 1957 by Walter Patrick McGrath, company director. Plans for a new house 
designed by the architect Peter Muller were lodged with Woollahra Council early in the same year. 
In a 1984 interview, Muller stated that the McGraths were long-term friends for whom he had 
designed three houses. 
In 1962, Ernest and Magdalena Handler purchased the subject property, and a Development 
Application for a retaining wall along Wunulla Road was lodged. No other subsequent BAs or DAs 
have been recorded.  

“ Muller, Peter (Neil). (b. Adelaide, 3 July 1927). Australian architect. After training at the 
universities of Adelaide and Pennsylvania, he practised in Sydney, building houses 
sympathetically related to their sites and exhibiting his understanding of the spatial 
compositions of the work of Frank Lloyd Wright. Of these, Audette House (1952), 
Castlecrag, Sydney, the Richardson House (1956), Palm Beach, Sydney, and his own 
house at Whale Beach (1954), Sydney, were the most accomplished. In this, his most 
significant period, he helped lay the foundations for an organic approach to design 
sympathetic to the Australian environment. Although his buildings exhibit a love of natural 
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 materials, he was content to use less expensive substitutes to further sound design in low-

cost dwellings. Muller visited Japan in 1961 and 1963, where he studied Buddhist 
philosophy. This reinforced his prior interest in Japanese culture and design. His own office 
(1961), Paddington, Sydney, most clearly testifies to this influence, which later led to 
projects in Asia, the Middle East and the South Pacific. The Kayu Aya Hotel (1973), Bali, 
demonstrates his continuing love for fine craftsmanship and concern for the natural beauty 
of sites.” (The Grove Dictionary of Art, Macmillan Publishers Limited.) 
 
Peter Muller is recognised as having introduced the Wrightian (Prairie School) approach to 
design in Australia, individualising it with strong personal and Asian influences. 

From the above it is reasonable to say Peter Muller is an important mid to late 20th century 
Australian architect of international note. 

 
HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme Creative endeavour 
Local historical theme Contemporary housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The place reflects the continued popularity of the Point Piper area in the mid 20th century as a 
fashionable location for the residence of professional and business people.  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The place is strongly associated with the architect Peter Muller, who is an important mid and late 
20th century Australian architect of international note.  
 
The building is one of a group of works by Peter Muller, and forms part of the architect’s body of 
work.  
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of moderate significance at a state level. 
 
The place is an individual work by an architect of outstanding significance to 20th century 
architecture in Australia. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a state level. 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
Features typical of the Wrightian (Prairie School) approach such as exposed brickwork, 
overhanging timber awnings, repetitive use of a chevron motif, and a well-resolved integration of 
indoor and outdoor spaces are combined in the subject house with the architect’s own individual 
organic-inspired elements, such as the diamond-section roof framing system (used, with 
variations, previously in at least three other Muller buildings) and Tilux off-cut roof material (used 
here for the first time in Muller’s practice), to create an modern expressionist building of great 
interest, with Structuralist style influences evident in the exposed frame form. The powerful 
geometrical themes found in the roof line, roofing materials, chevron-shaped window openings 
and planter boxes, ramp to the entrance, and massing of the living wings of the house make the 
building a very good example of the early part of Muller’s career and reflect his primary role in 
introducing the Prairie School approach to design to Australia in the 1950s. 
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a state level. 
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Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
As evidenced by its inclusion on the RAIA (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance, the place is held in high regard by NSW architects and others interested in Australian 
architecture. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of moderate significance 
at a state level. 
 

Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The archaeological potential of the place is low (see above).  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a resource for the understanding of the architectural detailing of the architect, Peter 
Muller, particularly the use of off-cut Tilux roofing tiles (used at this house for the first time in his 
practice) and the diamond-shaped cross-section of the wall/roof framing. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 

 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
With its strong exposed framed form, the building is a rare example in Sydney of a Structuralist 
style inspired building of the 1950s. Additionally, the use of Tilux roofing material is rare, both 
within Muller’s architectural practice and within the Woollahra local government area. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of moderate significance 
at a state level. 
 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
The building is a very good example of the domestic architecture of Peter Muller. 
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level. 
 

Integrity  The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The place appears to retain all of the aspects which made and make it significant. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

List as heritage item on Woollahra LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 4 DP27451. 
Arrange internal inspection and, based upon intactness of interiors, consider for nomination for 
State Heritage Register. 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type 
Site 
Inspection 

Author/Client 
Clive Lucas Stapleton & 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Title 
 
External site inspection 

Year 
2004 

Repository 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Architec-
tural Plans 

 Peter Muller  Point Piper Residence for Mr 
& Mrs Walter McGrath Jnr. 
(BA 39/57) 

 1957  Woollahra Council 

Perspective 
Drawing 

Peter Muller McGrath House, Point Piper 957 www.petermuller.org/ 
1957.html 
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Written Jacqueline Urford Peter Muller: Domestic 

Architecture to 1964 
(Advanced Study Report) 

1984 University of Sydney 

Correspond
ence 

 Peter Muller  Response to Clive Lucas, 
Stapleton and Partners Pty 
Ltd list of questions 
 

 2004  Clive Lucas, Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Certificates 
of Title 

 Certificates of Title Vol 7504 
No 227, Vol 6160 Fol 171, Vol 
4566 Fols 47, 48, 49, Vol 
3754 Fol 127 

 Department of Lands 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd (Ian Stapleton & Meg Quinlisk) 
 

2005 

 
IMAGES 

Image caption  
 

Street elevation (south) of McGrath House 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners 
Pty Ltd 
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Image caption  
 

Two-storey pavilion of McGrath House  

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners 
Pty Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

Reddam College 

Former name Holy Cross Convent and Holy Cross College 

Item type Built 
Federation Romanesque School Building 

Significant  
Area or Group 

Name 
Holy Cross Church Group 

Address 
 

Number 
70-78 

Street 
Edgecliff Road 

Suburb 
Woollahra 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 1-10 
Lot 11 

DP  4896 
DP 1034661 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Trustees of the Sisters of Mary 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
School 

Former 
Convent & School 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The former Holy Cross College is a fine example of an early 20th Century scholastic institutional style 
building.   It has a landmark presence along Edgecliff Road and as part of the Woollahra locality.  It was built 
primarily in three stages between 1908 and 1935, yet skilfully presents as one uniform building.   
 
The former college has a strong social, cultural and spiritual connection with the Woollahra community, as 
well as Sisters of Mercy community and associated colleges.   
 
The long standing continued use of the building as an educational institution has some associative 
significance.  The building and site has strong social ties with the Sisters of Mercy community, as well as the 
former parish and school communities.    
 
The site forms part of the former site of the historic Waverley Brewery.  Although no physical evidence of the 
brewery is obviously apparent, there is some archaeological potential.   

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area Study 2000 

Bondi Junction 
Heritage Study 1987 

Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area DCP 
2003 – Grafton Precinct Contributory Item 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer John Bede Barlow (original – 1908 and extended 1916)  

Clancey Clements (later additions - 1935) 
Builder Christopher Fitzgerald (1916 works) 

Construction years   1908 – 1935 

Physical 
Description 

Three storey Catholic Institutional building in the Federation Romanesque style, face brick, hipped roofs, 
deep verandas with arched colonnaded front and central tower.  The style is most evident in the simple 
massing, large areas of plain wall accompanied by the tower with pyramidal roof, arcade, grouped semi-
circular headed windows.   
 
The building sits atop of a rise in the landscaping set back from the street boundary.  A relatively flat 
foreground of an artificial lawn surface sits behind a matching period brick pier and wrought iron infill fence 
with matching gates across the street boundary.  A line of various mature trees sits just inside the boundary 
partly obscuring the building from the street.  A set of brick steps leads up the rise to the central entry.   
 
The building presents essentially as two wings either side of a central tower element.  The ends of the wings 
are flanked by hipped return elements protruding slightly forward.  The western wing of the building was 
constructed first as two storeys (1908) then the eastern wing at two storeys (1916) and then a third level and 
the partial refacing of the building (1935).  The eastern wing of the building extends further to the south such 
that the essential form of the building is L-shaped.  A former chapel and other ancillary buildings adjoin the 
building to the south.   
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 A larger 5-storey 1960’s classroom block is linked to the building at the eastern end.  The building and site is 
neighboured on the west by various associated buildings including the current Church, the Church Hall 
(former Church) and Presbytery building.   

Physical condition 
 

Good condition.   

Modification and  
Dates 
 

Some modifications such as internal dividing walls for offices, alterations to windows for doorways, 
introduction of services, and the like, consistent with the progressive life of a school.  Dates have not been 
determined.  Brightly coloured film has been added to the windowpanes across the main elevation in recent 
years.   

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Built on the site of Waverly Brewery – archaeological potential is high.   There is some documentary evidence 
of tanks (archaeology) from the Brewery.   

Further comments 
 

The statue of ‘Our Lady’ that sat above the entry arch to the building is currently located in the garden of the 
current Holy Cross School grounds diagonally opposite the subject site at 81 Edgecliff Road.   

HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

In 1874 the Adelaide Brewery (later Waverley Brewery 1876) was established on the corner of Edgecliff Road 
and Adelaide Street and contained the subject site.   
 
1906 The Holy Cross Parish was founded in Woollahra by the Cardinal Archbishop of Sydney and the Sisters 
of Mercy, Parramatta.   
 
1907 the Holy Cross Church purchased the site on the corner of Adelaide Street and Brewery Lane (now 
Convent Lane).  A church building was constructed, and the first class (30 children) was held in the church in 
May 1907 with the two Sisters travelling from Parramatta to teach.   
 
1908 The trustees of the Sisters of Mercy purchased lots 5-11 and built the Holy Cross Convent on Edgecliff 
Road, possibly designed by Architect John Bede Barlow.   It was a two-storey brick building with verandas 
and gabled roof and contained the Holy Cross College.  The College was an independent school, and the 
parish primary school.   
 
December 1908 The Sisters purchased the adjoining Lot 4 to accommodate plans for extensions of the 
College.  The land between the Church and the College on Convent Lane was purchased for the Parish 
September 1908.   
 
1916 The convent was extended to the south to plans prepared by architect John Barlow in the Queen Anne 
style.  The proposal extended the 2-storey gabled-roofed building to the west incorporating a central tower 
and the housing for the statue of ‘Our Lady’.   
 
1917 The Holy Cross Primary School was separated from the college into purpose built premises opposite in 
Grafton Street.   
 
1935 Clancy Clements additions.  These included the addition of a third level, the relaying of brick work to 
much of the face of the building and two side elevations, and the raising of the central tower.   
 
A new Holy Cross Church was built 1939 at 17 Adelaide Street, with the former church building becoming a 
Church Hall.   
 
1960s The Holy Cross College became a regional school and was extended by a new 5-storey classroom 
block connected to the College on the west.   
 
1990 leased to the Sisters of Mercy 
 
2001 sold and leased by Reddam College. 

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Religion / Social institutions / Education 

Local historical theme Community amenities / Industry and employment 
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ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 

• The site is associated with a significant activity and historical phase as it forms a large part of the 
former site of the historic Adelaide/Waverley Brewery 1874-1906. 

 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• The Holy Cross Parish and school building are associated with the Sisters of Mercy, Parramatta.  
The Sisters of Mercy established the Convent in 1908 and successfully developed the buildings, 
as well as the educational program and expanding enrolments, throughout most of the twentieth 
century.   

• The building is associated with the works of John Bede Barlow and Clancy Clements.  Limited 
research into these architects has thus far not proven to any more than dubious and as such the 
association is not considered sufficiently significant.   

 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 

• The building sits prominently on a rise, on a notable bend in Edgecliff Road (itself a long standing 
thoroughfare) and is of a fine architectural character, detail and relative scale, especially in its 
Federation Romanesque style, face brick, hipped roofs, deep verandas with arched colonnaded 
front and central tower.  It was built primarily in three stages between 1908 and 1935, yet skilfully 
presents as one uniform building.  It has contributed to the street, largely in it’s present form for 
much of the twentieth century, such that the building and curtilage as they address the street have 
significant landmark qualities.    

  

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

• The building and site has strong social ties with the Sisters of Mercy community, and the former 
parish and school communities.    

 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 

• As referenced in Cracknell & Lonergan 2003, there is some documentary evidence of tanks 
(archaeology) from the Brewery to suggest that the site yields some archaeological potential.   

  

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• Convent schools (of differing degrees) are evident elsewhere in Woollahra (eg. Sisters of Charity, 
Albert Street, Edgecliff; Kambala, New South Head Road) and are not under threat or in danger of 
being lost.  The item does not possess rarity significance.   

  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 

• The buildings demonstrate a fine example of the typical development of a scholastic convent 
building including the design and construction in the early decades of the twentieth century, 
especially in its Federation Romanesque style, face brick, hipped roofs, deep verandas with 
arched colonnaded front and central tower.    

  

Integrity  The degree to which the item retains the aspects, which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 

• The degree to which the item continues to demonstrate its significance is high and remains largely 
intact.  The building has been well maintained with minimal sympathetic alterations.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations  Listing as a heritage item in Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 1995 is recommended.   

Consideration should be given to list the site as part of a group with the neighbouring Holy Cross buildings 
located to the west.   

A comprehensive conservation management plan should be prepared prior to any proposals for works to the 
building/site. 

 
Conservation Policy 
 
This Heritage Inventory Data sheet highlights the heritage significance of the place as determined through a 
study and concludes that enough evidence exists for the heritage significance to be protected under the 
provisions of  relevant local environmental plan and development control. Where work to the item requires 
prior consent from the Council. Applicants must submit a statement of heritage impact with a development 
application.  The Council may also require a conservation management plan to be submitted.  Refer to the 
Council’s Guide for Preparing a Statement of Heritage Impact, which is part of the DA Guide. 
 
The evolutionary development of the property, the architectural style, landscaping elements, the building’s 
setting and its presentation to the streetscape all contribute to the heritage significance of the property to 
varying degrees and levels of importance.  As part of the statement of heritage impact, a careful analysis of 
the built fabric should be undertaken. Depending on the scope of the work proposed a grading of significant 
fabric will need to be determined.   
 
The fabric of the place can be separated into categories of high, medium, low and intrusive in terms of its 
contribution to the heritage significance of the place.  The essential principle is that any changes to the place 
should be located in sections that are of least significance and be sympathetic to the overall presentation and 
heritage significance of the place.  Elements of higher significance should be retained, maintained and 
conserved.  Intrusive elements should be resolved in relation to the heritage appreciation of the place.   
 
No works should be carried out which obscure or reduce the visual relationship of the building to the heritage 
significance of its setting, vistas or views.   

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type Author/Client Title Year Repository 

Report  Cracknell & Lonergan 
Architects & Heritage 
Consultants 

Statement of Heritage Impact 
– Holy Cross College 

2003 Woollahra Council 

Ratebooks Woollahra Council Ratebooks various Woollahra Local History Library 
BA records Woollahra Council BA 0082/34 and 0268/35  Woollahra Council Archives 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
 

2004 
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Image Caption  
 

The former Holy Cross College from the east along Edgecliff Road.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
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The former Holy Cross College southern end of main elevation.   
 

 

 
 
 
Image Year June 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 

 
Image Caption  
 

The former Holy Cross College northern end of main elevation.   
 

 

 
 
 
Image Year June 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
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Image Caption  
 

The Holy Cross College extensions to south 1916, John Bede Barlow.   
 

 
 
 
Image Year  Image author and 

copyright holder 
Cracknell & Lonergan, Statement of 
Heritage Impact, 2003 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Former name _ 

Item type Built 
Interwar Tudor style church building 

Significant  
Area or Group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
219 

Street 
Edgecliff Road 

Suburb 
Woollahra 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 20, 21, 22 
 

DP  976587 
 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Australian Conference Association Ltd 

Address 
The Boulevade, Strathfield 

Use 
 

Current 
Church 

Former 
_ 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The Seventh Day Adventist church building is significant as an unusual and well executed example of an 
Interwar church building designed and built in the Interwar Old English style, a style that is used more 
commonly in the Eastern suburbs on residential and residential flat type buildings and not commonly used for 
church buildings.  The building demonstrates a well detailed use of face brickwork to emphasis important 
architectural features such as in the four-pointed arch above the entrance doors and lancet arches above the 
windows.  It remains largely unaltered and has been maintained to a high integrity.   
 
The building is of strong continued social significance to the parish community.    
 

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area Study 

Other Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area DCP 2003 
– Grafton Precinct Contributory Item 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer H. R. Mead, Architect 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years   1935 

Physical 
Description 

A large gable fronted, two-storey volume above the street, face brick Interwar Old English/Stockbroker Tudor 
style church building with lancet arch leadlight windows set in patterns of three and terracotta roof tiles.    
 
A concrete pavement area is set in front of the church, which has a strong address to Edgecliff Road.  Set in 
front of the main two-storey gable on the northern side is a smaller single storey gabled element similarly 
featuring a set three lancet arch leadlight windows.  These windows are both framed by a decorative brick 
lancet over arch moulding with a herringbone brick infill.  A parapeted entry also sits in front of the main gable 
with the entry door slightly off-centre and denoted by the pair of timber entry doors set into the four centred 
arch opening.   
 
A later low height, brick planter lines the boundary to the street.   
 
A basement community area is located below the main hall.   

Physical condition 
 

Good.   

Modification and  
Dates 
 

Additions to the rear including kitchens and a community space, 1983 (and further alterations 1992).  Mostly 
sympathetic.    
Recent alterations to provide at grade entry court off the street and alterations to the internal stairs.  Mostly 
sympathetic.   
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Archaeological 
potential  
 

Medium – replaced rental residence “Boyd” built over two lots, date unknown.   

Further comments 
 

 

HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

Built 1936 on the site of the former residence recorded as ‘Boyd’.  The residence does not appear to have 
been owner occupied.  [Woollahra Ratebooks 1914 onwards].   

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Religion / Social institutions 

Local historical theme Community amenities / Street pattern and subdivision 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 

• The item does not meet the criterion for historical significance.   
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• The item would have some association with the architect, however H.R. Mead is unknown outside 
of the church and does not meet the criterion for significant person.   

 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 

• The item is an unusual and well executed example of the Interwar Old English style applied to a 
religious building.   The building demonstrates a well detailed use of face brickwork to emphasis 
important architectural features such as in the four-pointed arch above the entrance doors and 
lancet arches above the windows.  The Interwar Old English technique is used more commonly in 
the Eastern suburbs on residential and residential flat type buildings, and it is considered an 
unusual use on a church building of this type.   

  

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

• The item has a continuing strong social connection with the parish community as a place of 
ceremony, worship and communal gathering.     

 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 

• The building has been constructed to traditional techniques and material for the period and yields 
little to no research potential.   

  

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• Church buildings executed in the Interwar Old English/Stockbroker Tudor style are uncommon.   
  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 

• The item is a fine example of the Interwar Old English style commonly used in the Eastern 
suburbs, including three pattern set of leadlight windows, asymmetrical massing, heavy gables, 
texture brickwork, four centre arch etc.   
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Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects, which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 

• The integrity is high having little alteration except the minor internal alterations to the entrance.   
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

Listing as a heritage item in Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 1995 is recommended.   

A conservation management plan should be prepared prior to any proposals for works to the building/site. 

 
Conservation Policy 
 
This Heritage Inventory Data sheet highlights the heritage significance of the place as determined through a 
study and concludes that enough evidence exists for the heritage significance to be protected under the 
provisions of  relevant local environmental plan and development control. Where work to the item requires 
prior consent from the Council. Applicants must submit a statement of heritage impact with a development 
application.  The Council may also require a conservation management plan to be submitted.  Refer to the 
Council’s Guide for Preparing a Statement of Heritage Impact, which is part of the DA Guide. 
 
The evolutionary development of the property, the architectural style, landscaping elements, the building’s 
setting and its presentation to the streetscape all contribute to the heritage significance of the property to 
varying degrees and levels of importance.  As part of the statement of heritage impact, a careful analysis of 
the built fabric should be undertaken. Depending on the scope of the work proposed a grading of significant 
fabric will need to be determined.   
 
The fabric of the place can be separated into categories of high, medium, low and intrusive in terms of its 
contribution to the heritage significance of the place.  The essential principle is that any changes to the place 
should be located in sections that are of least significance and be sympathetic to the overall presentation and 
heritage significance of the place.  Elements of higher significance should be retained, maintained and 
conserved.  Intrusive elements should be resolved in relation to the heritage appreciation of the place.   
 
No works should be carried out which obscure or reduce the visual relationship of the building to the heritage 
significance of its setting, vistas or views.   
 
 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  Author/Client Title Year Repository 
Ratebooks 
 

Woollahra Council Ratebooks various Woollahra Local History Library 

BA records Woollahra Council BA 0039/36  Woollahra Council Archives 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
 

2004 
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IMAGES 
Image Caption  
 

219 Edgecliff Road, Woollahra as it presents to the street.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 

 
Image Caption  
 

219 Edgecliff Road, Woollahra from the rear lane showing the full scale of the building below the street 
frontage.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year June 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

Gainsborough Flats 

Former name _ 

Item type Built 
Interwar residential flat building Free Classical style 

Significant  
Area or Group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
313a 

Street 
Edgecliff Road 

Suburb 
Woollahra 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 1 
SP 713 
 

DP 13539 
 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Dr W. B. Thompson & Leslie Thompson Esq.  

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residential flat building 

Former 
_ 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

‘Gainsborough’ is an Interwar residential flat building is an exceptional architectural example of the Interwar 
Federation Free Classical style that incorporates both distinctive planning and detailing.  It has been skilfully 
executed to a high degree and appears to be largely intact and well maintained.  It has a strong landmark 
presence along Edgecliff Road and responds well to the acute corner site with Roslyndale Avenue.   
 
The unusual T-shaped plan clearly responds to the corner site and creates a strong hierarchy of spaces 
strongly reflecting an upper middle class standard of living.  The complex internal planning reflects a 
European tradition with its central curved staircase and diagonally planned dining rooms.  Externally the 
building is an aesthetically distinctive Interwar Free Classical composition combining the face brick work with 
rendered upper floor, arcaded balconies and highly decorative rendered door case to the main entry.    
 
The building helps to demonstrate the high standard afforded to the emergence of the apartment housing 
typology of the Interwar period within Woollahra, subdivided from the larger Victorian period Kilvington Estate.   

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area Study 

Classified by the 
National Trust June 
1980.   

Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area DCP 
2003 – Rosemont Precinct Contributory Item 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Mark Woodforde, Architect 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years   1928 

Physical 
Description 

Three-storey building with unusual T shaped floor plan and massing in Free Classical style.  The BA plans 
indicate two large three bedroom apartments, with separate living, dining and entry hall, as well as servants 
entrance and wash spaces.  Living and sunroom spaces on the northern side of the building, and a main 
access stair in the centre of the building.   
 
The elevations are face brick for the first two storeys and the third storey is stuccoed above a parapet effect.   
There are rendered classically styled details to the entries, window treatments, arches, balcony openings and 
cartouches.  The roof is a hipped terracotta tiled roof.   
 
The rear elevation includes recessed terraces at each of the levels, however each level denoted the terrace 
space in a different way, be it simple opening with bayed balustrade to rendered arched openings, to flower 
boxes.   
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 There are individual garages to basement level entered from rear street.  The basement frontage to this street 
is also stucco rendered.  An early rough-cut stone boundary wall links the basement elevation and the street 
corner and maybe a remnant from the Kilvington Estate.   
 
There is a brick pier boundary fence along Edgecliff Road contemporary with the building.   

Physical condition 
 

Appears to be in excellent condition.   

Modification and  
Dates 
 

Alterations recorded for 1929, 1964 and 1967, - details undetermined.   

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Formerly part of Kilvington Estate – archaeological potential low.  The stonewall to Roslyndale Avenue may 
date from the earlier estate.   

Further comments 
 

 

HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

Subdivided from Kilvington Estate.    
Built 1928.   

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Accommodation / Creative endeavour 

Local historical theme Street pattern and subdivision / Housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 

• The item dates from a key period of development of the precinct and is the result of the process of 
subdivision of larger estates.  The property was one of three lots subdivided from the Victorian 
period Kilvington Estate in 1928 and the stone boundary wall along Roslyndale Avenue is 
assumed to date from this time.   

 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• The building is associated with the works of Mark Woodforde.   Limited research into Woodforde 
has thus far not proven to be any more than dubious.  Other works by Woodforde are unknown 
and the association is considered of insufficient significance.   

 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 

• The unusual T-shaped plan clearly responds to the corner site and creates a strong hierarchy of 
spaces strongly reflecting an upper middle class standard of living.  The complex internal planning 
reflects a European tradition with its central curved staircase and diagonally planned dining rooms.  
Externally the building is an aesthetically distinctive Interwar Free Classical composition combining 
the face brick work with rendered upper floor, arcaded balconies and highly decorative rendered 
door case to the main entry.    

• The siting of the building on the prominent corner of Roslyndale Avenue and the bend in Edgecliff 
Road combines with the particular qualities of the building to be a prominent landmark in the 
precinct.   

  

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

• As a private apartment building the item yields little social significance.   
 The building has been identified by the National Trust as a significant building since June 1980.   
 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 

• The building has been constructed to traditional techniques and materials of the period and yields 
little to no technical significance.   
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Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• The skilful design and execution of the building is of exceptional architectural interest.  It is a rare 
example of the Inter-war Free Classical apartment building in Woollahra, especially of this quality 
and obviously intended for an upper middle class standard of living.  In comparison, one other 
example of the style is 98b Bellevue Road, Bellevue Hill and varies greatly as it is a two-storey 
building with apartments set at the first floor level above a series of ground floor shops.  The 
stylistic details on the latter have been executed to a far lesser degree of skill and creativity and 
was obviously intended for a lower class of resident.    

  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 

• The item is outstanding as an Inter-war apartment building designed in the Interwar Free Classical 
style and is aesthetically distinctive in its classical detailing, class and size. The building 
demonstrates particular consideration for the contemporary social and living changes of apartment 
occupier and staff.   

  

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects, which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 

• The integrity of the item is high.  Although alterations are noted in the building records the building 
appears to remain largely intact.   

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations  
 

Listing as a heritage item in Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 1995 is recommended.   

A conservation management plan should be prepared prior to any proposals for works to the building/site. 

 
Conservation Policy 
 
This Heritage Inventory Data sheet highlights the heritage significance of the place as determined through a 
study and concludes that enough evidence exists for the heritage significance to be protected under the 
provisions of  relevant local environmental plan and development control. Where work to the item requires 
prior consent from the Council. Applicants must submit a statement of heritage impact with a development 
application.  The Council may also require a conservation management plan to be submitted.  Refer to the 
Council’s Guide for Preparing a Statement of Heritage Impact, which is part of the DA Guide. 
 
The evolutionary development of the property, the architectural style, landscaping elements, the building’s 
setting and its presentation to the streetscape all contribute to the heritage significance of the property to 
varying degrees and levels of importance.  As part of the statement of heritage impact, a careful analysis of 
the built fabric should be undertaken. Depending on the scope of the work proposed a grading of significant 
fabric will need to be determined.   
 
The fabric of the place can be separated into categories of high, medium, low and intrusive in terms of its 
contribution to the heritage significance of the place.  The essential principle is that any changes to the place 
should be located in sections that are of least significance and be sympathetic to the overall presentation and 
heritage significance of the place.  Elements of higher significance should be retained, maintained and 
conserved.  Intrusive elements should be resolved in relation to the heritage appreciation of the place.   
 
No works should be carried out which obscure or reduce the visual relationship of the building to the heritage 
significance of its setting, vistas or views.   

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  Author/Client Title Year Repository 
Ratebooks 
 

Woollahra Council Ratebooks various Woollahra Local History Library 

BA records Woollahra Council BA 0150/28  Woollahra Council Archives 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
 

2004 
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IMAGES 
Image Caption  
 

313a Edgecliff Road, Woollahra denoting it’s strong address to Edgecliff Road.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 

 
Image Caption  
 

313a Edgecliff Road, Woollahra as viewed along Roslyndale Avenue.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Wentworth Memorial Church 
 

Former name  

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/Complex 
Built 

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
32B 

Street 
Fitzwilliam Road 

Suburb 
Vaucluse 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
1 

DP 
871485 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Anglican Church Property Trust  
[Watson’s Bay Parish] 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Place of worship 

Former 
Place of worship 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The Wentworth Memorial Church is the most architecturally distinguished church of the later 20th 
century in NSW. The church has strong historic associations with the Wentworth Family and is the 
last built work on their Vaucluse House Estate. The church is strongly associated with the 
architect, Don Gazzard, who is an important Australian architect of the mid and late 20th century. 
The place is of some significance to groups who appreciate Australian architectural history, as 
evidenced by its inclusion on the RAIA Register of 20th Century Buildings of Significance, and the 
wide range of publications which feature the building. 
 

Level of 
significance 

State 
Yes - Moderate 

Local 
Yes - High 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): The grounds and native vegetation of the 
Wentworth Memorial Anglican Church are listed as a heritage item  
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: Yes 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Architect (building and furniture): Clarke Gazzard and Partners [Don Gazzard] 
Silverware: Helge and Darani Larsen 
Wall hanging designer: Mona Hessing 
Engineer: Miller Milston and Ferris 

Builder Monteith Constructions 
Furniture Maker: Fishers Modern Homes 

Construction years  1964 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys: 1 
Roof: Copper standing seam, 2 crosses - the western above the Bell Tower appears to be painted 
steel and the eastern, above the Chancel Skylight, appears to be copper. Flashings to eastern 
skylight, colourbond - recent. Perspex glazing to eastern skylight, exterior fixed - recent. 
Walls: Painted common brickwork in stretcher bond. The courtyard walls are coped in face bull-
nose brick. Paint around the courtyard walls appears to be acrylic, but the evidence is that the 
original finish is cement wash. Fascia above the front door – 50 x 90mm horizontal hardwood 
boards, stained. Spandrel above vestry door - same. 
Windows & Doors: Entry doors - timber framed glass, original. Exterior door to vestry - timber 
frame with horizontal boarding infill. Fixed glass transoms. Windows - timber framed with fixed 
glass beaded, face bull-nose brick sills. 
Form & Structure: Load bearing masonry cavity construction. Roof construction steel trusses and 
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conventional minor framing. The form in plan for the building and the courtyard is an irregular 
polygon. The courtyard entry, church entry and aisle are on shifted axes.  
Floor - courtyard, lower level, common terracotta pavers (to match common brick), 6 radiating 
lines constructed of face select commons: stairs and upper courtyard and internal floor select face 
commons, or common bricks laid in stretcher bond. 
Other: The southern side walkway to the vestry, pipe handrail, 50mm, welded mesh imposed over 
it - recent. In the courtyard 2 black painted steel handrails from the lower to the upper levels - 
recent. 2 white painted pipe handrails from the entrance onto the lower level - recent, but matching 
the original design.  
Interior: 
Ceiling: V-jointed tongue and groove boards appearing as 60mm width stained. 30 recessed black 
downlights. 
Walls: cream painted brick, 75 x 19 splayed hardwood skirting. Exposed concrete lintels to high 
windows and low windows. 
Nave floor, 50mm hardwood polished.  
Original furniture - hardwood pews to the design of Don Gazzard. Communion Rail Australian 
Cedar on metal legs: cedar Holy Table with silver book stand, instead of a reredos three 
sandstone shelves and silver cross behind the Holy Table, East wall tapestry; integral pulpit, 
marble font, cedar seat to the rear of the pulpit, lectern, prayer desk, the organ case and organ loft 
are original, faced in western red cedar. The organ is a gift of Mona Bracey. The choir pews 
shown in Gazzard’s plan have been removed. The sanctuary furniture is a gift of the Wentworth 
family. 
The President’s chair is American oak from the 1920s (not original). 
Other non-original fittings include the following: metal leg table, public address system, wall 
mounted heaters- 4no, and rolled down projection screen on east wall. 
Style or period: Late Twentieth Century Ecclesiastical style. 
Contribution to streetscape: Whilst the building is only able to be glimpsed at the street, its high 
tower-like chancel form is seen from many parts of Vaucluse, Parsley Bay and the Harbour. It is 
one of the principal landmarks of the high lands facing the Harbour. The design allowed for the 
retention of a dramatic rock outcrop and associated Port Jackson fig ecology. This is seen in 
conjunction with the tower. 
Landscaping: The site circulation was designed to preserve and build upon the existing access to 
the Wentworth Mausoleum. The white painted walls of the walled courtyard and church were 
originally visible from most parts of Vaucluse as well as the grounds of the Mausoleum. The 
Church design dramatically preserved the existing rock outcrop as had the Mausoleum nearly one 
hundred years before. 
The red brick 1950s house to the west is an incursion on the courtyard. It is not apparent that trees 
were specially planted as part of the design but the Port Jackson figs that have grown up now 
substantially hide the church. The design created a walled approach staircase from the lower car 
park, which is intact.  

Physical condition 
 

The building is generally in good order. Don Gazzard has recently reviewed the fabric informally 
and is critical of the skylight alterations. The external paint appears to be kept up. Some 
introduced plant species are flourishing in the grounds. 

Modification and  
dates 

The building is in near original condition. Two new privies on the southern side have been 
constructed. The seat on the stepped ramp shown on Gazzard’s drawing does not exist. 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Due to the long period of European occupation of this site, the  archaeological potential for 
Aboriginal cultural material is low. 
There is little potential for archaeological remains relating only to the mid-19th century 
development of the area due to disturbance caused by construction of the subject building. 

Further comments Designed for it at the same time were its furniture and liturgical furniture, fittings and plate; a wall 
hanging, organ case, memorial plaques to complete the enterprise. Many of these were gifted to 
the church by families associated with the parish, the Rector and the Wentworth family. At the 
same time as they gave the sanctuary furniture the Wentworth family commissioned Gazzard to 
repair the mausoleum. He added the copper hood above the door to the mausoleum and probably 
designed the path that connects it to the church and Fitzwilliam Street. 
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At a time when many churches were built in Sydney the Wentworth Memorial Church, because of 
its dramatic siting, deep historic associations, progressive design and completeness of execution 
stands out. It is comparable to similar architectural adventures in the Polish Memorial Chapel at 
Marayong (Dysart), the Naval Chapel at Watsons Bay, St Pauls College Chapel at the University 
of Sydney, the church of St Therese of the Child Jesus, Beauty Point (Fowell Jarvis Mansfield and 
MacLurcan) and St Kevins Dee Why (Curtin). 
It is the best surviving early work of Don Gazzard, whose practice (initially Clarke and Gazzard 
from 1960 and later Clarke Gazzard and Yeomans) became an established Australian multi- 
disciplinary environmental consultancy of the 1960s and 1970s. 
The architect, Don Gazzard, recognises that the Wentworth Church is one of his most admired 
buildings, joking that he could have retired in 1960, and still be remembered as an architect, on 
the basis of the Wentworth Church. He said, “On the whole, it is the one building of mine people 
always come back to.”  
In 2003, Gazzard wrote in a letter to the General Manager of Woollahra Council with regard to the 
parish’s repairs to the skylight, saying “If this building is not already on your Heritage Register I 
think a case can be made that it should be added.” 
 

HISTORY 

Historical notes  
 

 

The construction of a Church of England on this site was the intention of the immediate family of 
William Charles Wentworth (c.1790 to 1872), whose trustees gave the land to the Church of 
England Diocese of Sydney Property Trust for that purpose in 1927. 
The parcel of land was shaped by a suburban subdivision of c1915. It was part of the Vaucluse 
Estate purchased by W.C. Wentworth in 1827, and as early as 1831 was planned to be eventually 
consecrated for the Wentworth Family Vault. The large boulder then visible from the verandah of 
Vaucluse house was the picturesque site designated by Wentworth himself. The Mausoleum and 
Vault were built for the interment of the remains of W.C. Wentworth on 6th May 1873, also the day 
of the consecration. 
At the transfer of land to the Property Trust it was a condition that a church, hall and rectory were 
to be erected by 1937. The Church Hall was built in 1933 (the foundation stone laid by Sir Phillip 
Game on 7th April) and was used for church services. The congregation was a branch of St Peter’s 
Watsons Bay, but was called Wentworth Memorial. 
Under the incumbency of Rev. Neville Cyril Bathgate the architect Don Gazzard of Clarke Gazzard 
& Partners was commissioned to design the new church to house a congregation of 350 (this 
being the minimum diocesan standard size of the time). 
The foundation stone to the Church found on the outside, immediately adjacent to the entry doors, 
is inscribed “To the glory of God, this stone was set by the most Reverend Hugh Roland Gough 
CMG OBE MA DD Archbishop of Sydney and primate on the 27th February 1965, Churchwardens 
C.J. Sisley, G.H. Green, P.W. Grieve, Rector the Reverend N.C. Bathgate.” 
The church was built as a memorial to the Second World War. It was dedicated for use by the 
Archbishop of Sydney on 19th September 1965 and consecrated on 2nd July 1972. 

  
Don Gazzard trained as an engineer and later qualified as an architect in England. Upon his 
return to Australia, he spent a number of years working with Harry Seidler. The firm of 
Clarke Gazzard & Partners was formed in the early 1960s. Having lived in Paddington from 
the mid-1950s, Gazzard was a leading member of the Paddington Society, and contributed 
to the plan for the conservation of  Paddington in the 1970s. Gazzard became well known 
not only for his architectural practice, but also in the area of town planning, making 
substantial contributions to the development of Martin Place. His works, not large in number 
but much published, include the TAA Terminal at Kingsford Smith Airport (heavily 
remodelled), his own house at Woollahra, the Mona Vale community Centre, and Goodwin 
village at Edgecliff. Gazzard was the editor of Architecture In Australia in the 1960s and 
collated and edited the influential “Australian Outrage” book and exhibition in 1966. 
(Interview with Don Gazzard, 14th September 2004, and Taylor, Jennifer, 1990, Australian 
Architecture Since 1960, Melbourne: Royal Australian Institute of Architects National 
Education Division, p. 46.)  
Don Gazzard has won one RAIA Merit Award and one Wilkinson Award.. 
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 Don Gazzard’s contribution is mainly due to his involvement with major urban design 

projects, particularly the pedestrianisation of large public spaces, frequently making use of 
Brutalist forms. Gazzard also designed a small number of acclaimed domestic scale 
buildings that possess a boldness of concept and an individual character. Gazzard persisted 
in the Functionalist design approach in the 1960s and 70s, in the face of the Post Modern 
movement. 
From the above it is reasonable to say that Don Gazzard is an important Australian architect 
of the mid and late 20th century. 

 
The Wentworth Memorial Church was widely published at the time of its completion and is 
included in architectural histories of Australian architecture to this day. The church is one example 
of Australian architecture included in World Architecture 1900-2000: a critical mosaic, where it is 
described as follows: 

 “The church tower, atop a hill, is spectacularly visible from the surrounding suburbs. The 
tower has not the conventional identification of an ecclesiastical spire, but is a more 
mundane shape, like a theatre fly tower, but nonetheless a marker of spiritual speciality. 
From the roadway, pedestrians take a path which meanders around the hillside, past rock 
outcrops and remnant bush, all the while catching glimpses of the church from different 
oblique angles and vantage points, before arriving, via a lychgate, at a brick paved forecourt 
and then ultimately to the interior – natural finish timber floors and ceiling, white walls and 
from a discreet clerestory, daylight washes onto the sanctuary. 
The church is the epitome of an architectural experience – a distant prospect, gradually 
revealed in a journey through space, culminating in the contemplation, closely from the 
outside and then from within, of an interior enclosure suffused by dramatic light. The 
construction materials are conventional: white bagged brickwork, terra cotta tile, dark brown 
stained timber; the composition dynamic – simple skewed planes, and the total sensory 
experience of exploration and arrival is extraordinary.” (Neville Quarry, 1990, World 
Architecture 1900-2000: a critical mosaic vol. 10, p. 19.) 

HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme Religion / Creative endeavour 
Local historical theme Places of worship / Contemporary buildings 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The Wentworth Memorial Church is the last built work closely associated with the Vaucluse House 
Estate as developed by the Wentworth Family from 1827, which is now a historic landmark of 
Sydney. The consecration of the land and the erection of a church had been intended by the 
immediate family of William Charles Wentworth. 
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level.  
 
The changes to the worship service brought about in numerous denominations by the New 
Liturgical Movement of the early 1960s, influenced by the publication of Edward Mills’ The Modern 
Church in 1956, are reflected in the design of the church in the use of natural light and the 
proximity of sanctuary and congregation. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The Wentworth Memorial Church is strongly associated with the Wentworth family, one of 
Australia’s most celebrated pioneer families. The Wentworth Memorial Church is also a memorial 
to the Second World War. 
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level. 
 
The place is strongly associated with its architect, Don Gazzard, who is an important Australian 
architect of the mid and late 20th century. 
The building is one of a group of works by Don Gazzard, and forms part of the architect’s body of 
work.  
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
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considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of moderate significance at a state level. 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
Exhibiting dramatic siting, boldness of concept, landmark qualities, progressive spatial sequence 
from the road to the altar, effective use of natural light, radical plan form, non-traditional belltower, 
clerestory windows, and plain wall surfaces, the church is an outstanding exemplar of the Late 
Twentieth Century Ecclesiastical style (Apperly et al., Identifying Australian Architecture, 1998), 
recognised internationally as “the epitome of an architectural experience” (Neville Quarry, 1999, 
World Architecture 1900-2000: a critical mosaic vol. 10, p. 19). The church is one of the finest 
churches of its time in Australia.. 
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a state level. 
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
As evidenced by its inclusion in Jennifer Taylor’s Australian Architecture Since 1960, where the 
church is described as “a most convincing example of Sydney’s regional Architecture of the 
1960s” (Taylor 1990), as well as Graham Jahn’s Guide to Sydney Architecture and Apperley’s 
Identifying Australian Architecture, the place is held in high regard by Australian architects and 
others interested in Australian architecture. The building was one of forty Australian buildings 
selected for publication in the book World Architecture 1900-2000: a critical mosaic,  and 
concurrent International Union of Architects conference on the best buildings of the 20th century.  
 
As evidenced by its inclusion on the RAIA (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance, the place is held in high regard by NSW architects and others interested in Australian 
architecture. 
 
The Wentworth Memorial Church contains memorials to many local families of the Vaucluse area. 
As a place of continuing Anglican worship since 1933 it is important to the Anglican community of 
the parish of Watsons Bay and the wider Anglican community. 
 
Each of the three attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of moderate significance at a state level. 
 

Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
  
The archaeological potential of the place is low (see above).  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a resource for the understanding of the architectural detailing of the architect, Don 
Gazzard. This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The design concept, siting and approach from the foot of the hill, materials, form, and resolution of 
the interiors have led to international critical acclaim for the Wentworth Memorial Church. It 
demonstrates a design of exceptional interest. 
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a state level. 
 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
 As indicated above, the church is an outstanding exemplar of the Late Twentieth Century 
Ecclesiastical Style. 
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a local level. 
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Integrity  
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The church is highly intact including its furniture and fittings. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

Encourage restoration of the form of the  major skylight above the chancel. Encourage pruning of 
the vegetation which compromises the visibility of the church. Reorganise the arrangement of 
loose furniture. 
List on the Woollahra Council LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 1 DP 871485. 
Nominate for listing on the State Heritage Register. (Or investigate the possibility of including the 
church building, grounds, and vegetation on the existing State Heritage Register listing of the 
Wentworth Mausoleum.) 
 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type 
Periodical 

Author/Client 
 

Title 
Wentworth Memorial Church 

Year 
February 
1966  

Repository  
Architecture in Australia 

Written Webber, G.P. 
 

The Design of Sydney: three 
decades of change in the city 
centre 

1988 Sydney: Law Book Co. 

Written Sowden, Harry Towards an Australian 
Architecture 

1968 Sydney: Ure Smith 

Written Richard Apperly 444 Sydney Buidings 1971 Royal Australian Institute of 
Architects NSW Chapter 

Written Taylor, Jennifer Australian Architecture since 
1960 

1990 Canberra: RAIA Educational 
Division 

Written  Yearbook of the Diocese of 
Sydney 

1955  

Written  Clive Lucas, Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Wentworth Mausoleum 
Conservation Analysis and 
Conservation Guidelines 

1991 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 
 

Written Don Gazzard The Australian Outrage: the 
decay of a visual environment 

1966 Sydney: Ure Smith 

Interview  Clive Lucas, Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Interview with Don Gazzard 2004  Clive Lucas, Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Survey CMPS&F Pty Ltd for 
Carrara Constructions Pty 
Ltd 

Detail Survey, Wentworth 
Memorial Church 

2000 Woollahra Council 

Subdivision 
plan 

 Subdivision in relation to DA 
150/95 

1995 Woollahra Council 

Written Neville Quarry ‘Wentworth Memorial Church’ 
in Frampton et al (eds), World 
Architecture 1900-2000: a 
critical mosaic, Vol 10 

1999 China Architecture & Building 
Press 

Written Don Gazzard Letters, Statement of 
Enviornmental Effects, tender 
documents, scope of works in 
relation to proposed internal 
alterations and repair of 
leaking skylight 

2003 Don Gazzard 

Photograph David Moore for Clarke 
Gazzard & Partners 

Photographs of the 
Wentworth Memorial Church 
shortly after its completion 

c1964 Don Gazzard 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

Fearnan 

Former name Fearnan (replaced earlier building of same name) 

Item type Built 
Interwar house Mediterranean style  

Significant  
Area or Group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
16 

Street 
Fullerton Street 

Suburb 
Woollahra 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 3 
 

DP  68546 
 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Messrs Pye and Williams 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
NA 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The interwar Mediterranean style residence is important in demonstrating the range of stylistic versatilities for 
which the designer, John Brogan can be attributed.  Although much of Brogan’s work was in the Old English 
picturesque style he did produce many pattern book designs and was renowned for competently varying the 
style of the building to suit the aesthetic desires of the client or otherwise.  This building is well executed in 
plan, form and style.  It has been well maintained and is largely intact.   

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area Study 

Other Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area DCP 
2003 – Rosemont Precinct Contributory Item 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer John R. Brogan 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years   c1938 

Physical 
Description 

Two-storey stucco rendered Mediterranean style residence with feature decorative details of a Moorish 
influence (see photographs).  Hipped and gabled terracotta tiled roof, timber casement and hopper windows.   
 
The building is essentially a long narrow building set along the southern side of the long narrow residential 
block.  A porte-cochere /entry porch with accommodation above extends over the driveway running down the 
northern side of the block.  A small single storey converted garage come studio of a matching style 
contemporary to the main house is set in the northwest corner of the site.   
 
The gable end street front of the building has a lower gabled element, being former veranda (ground floor) 
and balcony (first floor) that have been fully enclosed and incorporated as part of the main residence in a 
sympathetic fashion.  The external chimneybreast and semi-circular chimney top feature on the driveway side 
of the building.   
 
Much of the interior of the building remains largely intact except for the sympathetic kitchen and family room 
alterations and additions to the rear.  The original features of the interior worthy of note are the entry space 
and stairway, fireplaces and main bathroom.   
 
A painted brick fence with tall hedge behind and wrought iron gate lines the street frontage and appears 
contemporary with the house.  Mature street trees obscure much of the building from the street.   
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Physical condition 
 

Excellent 

Modification and  
Dates 
 

Council records indicate alterations and additions for 1941, 1986 and 1993.  These would include a small 
extension to the rear for a family area and laundry space – specific date unknown.  The garage at the rear of 
the property has been converted to a studio.   

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Built on the site of an earlier two storey residential flat conversion – archaeological potential medium as it 
may yield some potential for understanding the earlier layers of occupancy on the site, however the existing 
building is constructed approximately over the footprint of the earlier building.  Further documentary research 
is recommended to ascertain a better indication of archaeological potential.   

Further comments 
 

Research into Messrs Pye and Williams has not been undertaken however they appear to be local 
developers of the time using Brogan designs on numerous houses.   

HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

The site first appears 1912, owned by Sir D Cooper and occupied by David Maughan.  The house was 
recorded as “Nyrangie”.   
 
1920 the property is recorded as “Fearnan”.   
 
16 Fullerton Street has a construction date of c1938. There was an existing house on the land at the time of 
purchase in 1933 with the house name Fearnan. This house name seems to have been still in use 1940. 
William Scott Stevenson, a company manager, acquired No.16 Fullerton from Pye & Williams in 1938. The 
property changed hands again in 1941, transferring to Dr Malcolm Robert Finlayson.   
 
c1938 the subject Brogan house constructed for Messrs W.D. Pye and K.S. Williams.  Further research into 
Messrs Pye and Williams is required however they appear to be local speculative developers of the time 
using Brogan designs on numerous houses (eg. see Heritage Inventory Form 402 Edgecliff Road, 
Woollahra).   
 
Walter Dudley Pye (1902-1990) was the fifth son of Charles and Mary Pye.  He went to Sydney Grammar.  
His father Charles appears to have been a grazier and "his sons followed him into the pastoral business" 
(p61of Lindesay a biography of the house, National Trust, 1984). The Pye family bought Lindesay from Dr 
Jenkins in 1926. The eldest son Colonel John Bruce Pye seems to have inherited the house.  Following 
Colonel Pye's death in 1963 Walter Pye returned from London "where he had been living for many years" 
(p.61) and gave Lindesay to the National Trust. A small article in the Wentworth Courier when he died in 1990 
says he lived at Lindesay for 40 years, unfortunately it says nothing about his life or business interests. He is 
not listed in ADB or Who's Who.   
 
As to Williams - he may have been born in 1896 in Moree but without more family information this could be 
the wrong Williams and he may have married in 1919 with Margaret H P Del Reaney. The rate books give 
him an address in the city - 14 Spring Street. The 1932/33 Sands Directory lists a K S Williams, real estate 
agent at 14 Spring Street. There were 2 KS Williams with private addresses of Werrington, Manning Street 
and 326 Edgecliff Road, Edgecliff.   
 
 

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Accommodation / Domestic life 

Local historical theme Housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 

• Dates from a key period of significance for the precinct during the Interwar period.   
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Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• Some association as a good example of the works of Brogan and his renowned ability to work 
competently in various styles.  This building being in the stucco rendered Mediterranean style is in 
strong comparison to Brogan’s identifiable typical Old English style residences.   

 
John Brogan was a well-known successful domestic architect in Sydney during the 1930s.  He was a 
shameless eclectic who could spring swiftly from style to style.   
 
In 1935 Brogan published a series of sketch design in a book 101 Australian Homes, aimed at the 
prospective homeowner who wanted his house to be distinctive without being unfamiliar.  Each sketch formed 
part of an apparently inexhaustible set of variations on an established theme.  It is unlikely that any designer 
in Sydney had a shrewder eye than Brogan for what was considered acceptable or desirable by the middle to 
upper-middle classes at whom his work was directed.   
 
Brogan was best known during the 1930s for the ‘Stockbroker’s Tudor’ style in which he designed with flair 
and considerable competence, from which he gained a measure of local fame.  However some of the styles 
were clearly identifiable as Spanish Mission or Mediterranean, thus indicating Brogan’s stylistic range and 
competency.  Brogan’s designs clearly make the point that in the 1930s there was no single widely-held idea 
of the direction in which Sydney’s domestic should move, and at the same time indicates the comparative 
planning criteria considered desirable for individually designed houses.   
(Apperly, Sydney Houses 1914-1939, p119-126) 
 

• The building is associated with Pye and Williams who appear to be speculative housing 
developers with in the locality for the upper middle classes.  The degree of this significance has 
not yet been proven and requires further study.   

 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 

• The design of the building on the narrow site demonstrates skilful planning and execution, with 
particular note the entry space, combined porte-cochere and accommodation above, and relatively 
large spaces afforded to a modestly scaled house.  This design and planning is then skilfully 
combined with the stucco-rendered Mediterranean stylisation and details to present as an 
aesthetically distinctive building, which responds well to its site.  This building is a skilful diversion 
from Brogan’s typical mainstream Old English stylised works.   

  

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

• As a private residence in a quiet minor street the item yields little social significance   
 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 

• The building has been constructed to traditional techniques and materials of the period and yields 
little to no technical significance.   

•  

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• Although other stylistic examples of Brogan’s work are evident elsewhere throughout Woollahra, 
other buildings exercising skilful design responses to site and with Mediterranean stylistic variation 
have not been readily identified.  None-the-less the item is not considered of rarity significance.  

  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 

• The item is a fine representative example of an Inter-war Mediterranean style suburban residence.   
  

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects, which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 

• Except for the sympathetic enclosing of front verandahs/ balconies and rear alterations the 
building appears largely intact and well maintained.   
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

Listing as a heritage item in Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 1995 is recommended.   

A comprehensive heritage analysis report should be undertaken prior to any proposals for works to the 
building/site.  Consideration should be given to a grading of significant elements and their recording prior to 
acceptable alterations eg. main bathroom.   

Further documentary research is recommended to ascertain a better indication of archaeological potential.   

 
Conservation Policy 
 
This Heritage Inventory Data sheet highlights the heritage significance of the place as determined through a 
study and concludes that enough evidence exists for the heritage significance to be protected under the 
provisions of  relevant local environmental plan and development control. Where work to the item requires 
prior consent from the Council. Applicants must submit a statement of heritage impact with a development 
application.  The Council may also require a conservation management plan to be submitted.  Refer to the 
Council’s Guide for Preparing a Statement of Heritage Impact, which is part of the DA Guide. 
 
The evolutionary development of the property, the architectural style, landscaping elements, the building’s 
setting and its presentation to the streetscape all contribute to the heritage significance of the property to 
varying degrees and levels of importance.  As part of the statement of heritage impact, a careful analysis of 
the built fabric should be undertaken. Depending on the scope of the work proposed a grading of significant 
fabric will need to be determined.   
 
The fabric of the place can be separated into categories of high, medium, low and intrusive in terms of its 
contribution to the heritage significance of the place.  The essential principle is that any changes to the place 
should be located in sections that are of least significance and be sympathetic to the overall presentation and 
heritage significance of the place.  Elements of higher significance should be retained, maintained and 
conserved.  Intrusive elements should be resolved in relation to the heritage appreciation of the place.   
 
No works should be carried out which obscure or reduce the visual relationship of the building to the heritage 
significance of its setting, vistas or views.   

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type Author/Client Title Year Repository 
Thesis Apperly Sydney Houses 1914-1939 1972 Historic Houses Trust 
Ratebooks Woollahra Council Ratebooks various Woollahra Local History Library 
BA records Woollahra Council BA 0334/28 and 0140/33  Woollahra Council Archives 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
 

2004 
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IMAGES 
Image Caption  
 

16 Fullerton Street, Woollahra generally obscured from the street by mature curbside trees.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pt y Ltd 

 
Image Caption  
 

16 Fullerton Street, Woollahra. 
 

 

 
 
 
Image Year June 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pt y Ltd 

 



Woollahra 2004    heritage inventory  
Based on the NSW Heritage Office State Heritage Inventory sheet 
 

January 2005  Page 6/7 

Image Caption  
 

16 Fullerton Street, Woollahra from driveway gate.   
 

 

 
 
 
Image Year June 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pt y Ltd 

 
Image Caption  
 

16 Fullerton Street, Woollahra and driveway porte-cochere.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year June 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pt y Ltd 
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Image Caption  
 

16 Fullerton Street, Woollahra – façade detail as viewed over street fence.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year June 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pt y Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Lawrence House 

Former name  

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/Complex 
Built 
 

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
10 

Street 
Hampden Avenue 

Suburb 
Darling Point 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
1 

DP 
80621 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Mr M and Dr LC Lawrence 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
Residence 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 

Exhibiting cantilevered roof to the garage, plain and unornamented painted face brickwork, and 
wide eaves overhang consciously designed to hide the pitched roof, the building is an early 
(1950), good, and relatively intact example of the post-war Functionalist style. Although a relatively 
conservative design, the place is a good and highly intact, early post-war Functionalist style 
example of the architecture of Sydney Ancher, who was one of the most important and influential 
pioneer modernist Australian architects of the 20th century. The design exhibits a high level of skill 
and attention to detail and is a rare survival of Ancher’s work in the Woollahra area, and is 
significant as the design of an architect of outstanding significance to 20th century architecture in 
Australia. Additionally, the original owners are persons of note in the local area. 
 

Level of 
significance 

State 
Yes - Some 

Local 
Yes – High 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): No  
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: No 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Sydney Ancher  

Builder Unknown 

Construction years   1950 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys:  2 plus basement laundry. 
Roof:  Pitched tiled roof with deeply overhanging eaves. 
Walls:  White painted brickwork to house, garage rendered concrete. 
Windows & Doors: Painted timber frames. 
Form & Structure: Plain brick box with pyramidal roof, garage flat roofed with cantilevered section 
over car port. 
Style or period: Austerity period version of Functionalist Style. 
Interiors: House is very intact. Kitchen and bathrooms are mainly original. Staircase has round 
hardwood handrail and bronze tubular balusters. Principal rooms have corner windows. 
Contribution to streetscape: House is not highly visible from street but garage and car port 
makes a minor modernist statement. Pitched roof is not apparent from Hampden Avenue due to 
wide eaves overhang and the fact that the house is set up high. Views of house are mainly 
obscured by trees. 
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Landscaping: There is no fence between numbers 10 & 12. Grass tennis court behind part of 10.  
No landscaping of note. 

Physical condition Fair 

Modification and  
dates 

None 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Due to the long period of European occupation of this site, it is likely that any archaeological 
potential for Aboriginal cultural material is minimal. 
There is little potential for archaeological remains, due to disturbance caused by construction of 
the subject building. 

Further comments 
 

The place exhibits a high degree of design skill and attention to detail but the architect’s design 
was compromised in order to meet the requirements of the client, and is a more conservative 
design than Ancher’s best-known architectural works in Maytone Avenue, Killara. 
A three-volume thesis on Ancher’s career was consulted for further information on the subject 
house. Although the house is mentioned and the thesis contains plans and a perspective sketch of 
the house, there is no analysis provided of the value of the building within the scope of Ancher’s 
career. 

HISTORY 

Historical notes  
 

 

The current owners originally commissioned Sydney Ancher to design the house, and have lived 
in it continuously since 1950. The Lawrences chose Ancher to design their house because he had 
recently won the Sulman Prize. Max Lawrence, a civil engineer, refused Ancher’s proposal to have 
a flat roof, having ‘spent too much time fixing flat roofs’. Ancher was also not allowed to put in as 
much glass as he wanted and the position of the entrance was changed on the client’s request. 
The client also insisted that railings be omitted from the first floor concrete balcony. 
 
Dr Lorraine C. Lawrence, was a prominent medical doctor who took a leading role in tuberculosis 
treatment in NSW in the mid 20th century. Max E. Lawrence was an engineering consultant in the 
mid 20th century, and in the second half of the century, served on the Council of the NRMA 
(President, 1980-83), Fellow and Member of numerous professional organisations, and was three 
times mayor of Woollahra Council in 1962, 1964, and 1966. 
 

Ancher Mortlock Murray & Woolley (Sydney Ancher) (1904-1978) “Born at Woollahra in 
1904, Sydney Ancher became interested in drawing at an early age, experimenting in 
watercolours and entering drawing competitions. Archer’s architectural education began at 
the Sydney Technical High School where he took subjects which focused on architecture in 
conjunction with general schooling. While at Sydney Technical College (1924-29), Archer 
was an articled pupil with EWS Wakeley and, in 1927, he began as a draftsman with 
Prevost, Synot and Ruwald. He produced presentation drawings for many architects and 
worked as an advertising illustrator to earn extra money. In 1929, Ancher was awarded the 
Australian Medallion and Travelling Scholarship from the NSW Chapter Board of Architects. 
He was overseas for five years working for Verity & Beverly (London), Joseph Emberton 
(working at the time on Olympia at Earls Court and Blackpool Pleasure Beach), Textaphote 
(who designed exhibition stands) and Thomas & Walford. The turning point in his thinking 
was seeing the 1931 International Building Exhibition in Berlin, his first contact with the 
International Style. Ancher was attracted by the simplicity of the model house by Mies van 
der Rohe and later believed that ‘in designing my houses I think I have has Mies at the back 
of my mind’. On his return to Australia in 1935, Ancher worked for Emil Sodersten until he 
accepted a junior partnership with Prevost, after declining an offer from Stephenson & 
Turner. Ancher became a founding member of what was to become one of Sydney’s major 
firms, Ancher, Mortlock, Murray & Woolley. Throughout his career Ancher concentrated on 
domestic architecture. His houses showed an adaptation of form to the conditions of 
Australian bushland sites and the Sydney climate. Typical features of his open plan houses 
were large verandahs, sheltered patios and an opening of the interior to the landscape. 
Ancher found that his own education had been an inadequate preparation for his career as 
an architect and consequently devoted much of his time to the education of architects 
through talks and articles in magazines and architectural journals.” (Jahn, Graham, 1997, 
Sydney Architecture, Sydney: Watermark Press, p.227.)  
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 Sydney Ancher was awarded the Sulman Award of the Royal Australian Institute of 

Architects, NSW Chapter in 1945, as well as the RAIA Gold Medal award in 1976. Ancher 
became a distinguished Fellow of RAIA, and later an Associate of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. (Jennifer Taylor, ‘Sydney Ancher’, in Muriel Emanuel (ed.), Contemporary 
Architects, 1980, New York: St Martin’s Press p.33) 
“The importance of his work for Australian architecture cannot be overstressed. With his 
initial, modest buildings he became one of the few leaders towards major changes in 
Australian design. Sydney Ancher is alone in his denial of the significance of his efforts.” 

(Ibid.) 
 
Sydney Ancher was a pioneer of functionalism in Australia, his designs of the late 1940s 
and 50s being strictly geometrical, open planned buildings devoid of applied decoration. 
From the above it is reasonable to say that Sydney Ancher was one of the most important 
and influential pioneer modernist Australian architects of the 20th century.  

 
 

HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme Creative endeavour 
Local historical theme Contemporary housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The place reflects the continued popularity of the Darling Point area in the mid 20th century as a 
fashionable location for the residence of professional and business people. In a broader sense, it 
also represents the continued popularity of the Darling Point area in the mid to late 20th century as 
a historical cultural landscape of high aesthetic and historic values. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The place is associated with its designer, Sydney Ancher, who was one of the most important and 
influential pioneer modernist Australian architects of the 20th century.  
  
The building is one of a group of works by Sydney Ancher, and forms part of the architect’s body 
of work.  
 
As their continuous home for over 50 years, the place is associated with Dr Lorraine C. Lawrence, 
a prominent medical doctor who took a leading role in tuberculosis treatment in NSW in the mid-
20th century, and Max E. Lawrence, who was three times mayor of Woollahra Council in the 
1960s. 
Each of the three attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of high significance at a local level. 
  
The place is an individual work by an architect of outstanding significance to 20th century 
architecture in Australia. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a state level.  
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
Exhibiting cantilevered roof to the garage, plain and unornamented painted face brickwork, and 
wide eaves overhang consciously designed to hide the pitched roof, the building is an early 
(1950), good, and relatively intact example of the post-war Functionalist style. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
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Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
N/A 
 

Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The archaeological potential of the place is low (see above). 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a resource for the understanding of the architectural detailing of the architect, 
Sydney Ancher. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The place is a rare example of the work of architect Sydney Ancher in the Woollahra municipal 
area as all other examples have been demolished. 
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a local level. When considered with other 
aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high 
significance at a local level. 
 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
As indicated above, the building is a good example of the post-war Functionalist style. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 
The building is an example of the architecture of Sydney Ancher. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level.  
 

Integrity  
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
The place retains all of the aspects which made and make it significant. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

List on Woollahra LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 1 DP 80621 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  
Architectural 
Drawings 

Author/Client 
Sydney Ancher 

Title 
Working Drawings of 
Proposed House 

Year 
1950 

Repository 
Woollahra Council 

Interivew Clive Lucas Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Interview with original owner 2004 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Written, 
architectural 
drawings, 
perspective 
sketch 

Connie Bosun / Sydney 
Ancher 

Sydney Ancher: a profile 
[student thesis] – includes 
reproductions of perspective 
sketch by Ancher and floor 
plans of the house 

1979 University of Sydney Faculty of 
Architecture 

Written  Mayors of Woollahra – 
research file 

 Woollahra Council Library Local 
Studies Centre 

Site visit Clive Lucas Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Internal and external site visit 2004 Clive Lucas Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 
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AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd (Sean Johnson, Ian Stapleton, and Meg 
Quinlisk) 
 

2005 

IMAGES 
Image caption  
 

View of garage and house above from Hampden Avenue. A remnant stone retaining wall is visible 
to right of image. 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners 
Pty Ltd 

Image caption  
 

View of northeastern corner of 10 Hampden Avenue with tennis court in foreground. 

 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas Stapleton and Partners 
Pty Ltd 

 
 



 

Woollahra 2004    heritage inventory  
Based on the NSW Heritage Office State Heritage Inventory sheet 
 

ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Gazzard House 

Former name  

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex 
Built 

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
88 

Street 
Hargrave Street 

Suburb 
Paddington 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
1 

DP 
564846 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Mr & Mrs Donald & Marea Gazzard [Maredon] 
(from architect interview) 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
Residence 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The Gazzard House is a very good and innovative design, drawing on elements of the Brutalist 
style with strong Functionalist style influences, and is an early and ground-breaking example of an 
adaptation of modernist language to an inner suburban site. This is accomplished confidently and 
elegantly, giving the building landmark qualities for its prominent corner position. The house is one 
of the strongest architectural statements of the 1970s in the Woollahra municipality, and was 
recognised at the time of its construction by the RAIA (NSW Chapter) with a Merit Award. As a 
house designed and constructed by the architect for his own use, and occupied by the architect 
between 1973 and 1982, the place is closely associated with the architect Don Gazzard, who is an 
important Australian architect of the mid and late 20th century. 

Level of 
significance 

State 
No 

Local 
Yes, high 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): Located within the Paddington Heritage 
Conservation Area 
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: No 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): Located within the Paddington Urban Conservation Area 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Clarke Gazzard Pty Ltd (Don Gazzard)  

Builder Not known 

Construction years   1973 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys: 3 
Roof: Slate (front) and metal deck (rear) 
Walls: Painted brick with painted reinforced concrete balcony and bridge to front door. Street 
number ‘88’ inset in balcony wall over front door in Brutalist style. To the rear, a double-height 
glass-roofed loggia with stainless steel balustrade. Rear garden wall of rendered masonry. 
Windows & Doors: Metal-framed windows and doors with diagonally boarded timber front door. 
Non-original timber louvres to interior of original balcony windows. Rear windows/doors are metal 
framed with timber mid rail. 
Form & Structure: Double-fronted modernist interpretation of traditional terrace form with steeply-
pitched roof and cantilevered balcony. Concrete floors, loadbearing brick walls and timber and 
steel framed roof. 
Style or period: Late Twentieth Century Modern style with Brutalist and Sydney School style 
influences with some concessions to contextualism. 
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Interiors: Not inspected. BA drawings show rear double garage; lower ground floor, upper studio, 
lower studio, laundry, stair, rumpus room, bedroom 2, bedroom 3, bathroom; ground floor, entry, 
living room, dining room, kitchen, lavatory, conservatory, terrace; first floor, study, bedroom 1, 
dressing, bathroom, balcony. Original internal finishes include mosaic floor tiles to lower ground 
floor, stone paving to middle level floor, and carpet on upper level floor, and rendered brick walls. 
Contribution to streetscape: Makes a landmark contribution to the local streetscape dominated 
by late 19th century terrace housing typical of the Paddington area through its height, form, 
massing, roof pitch, front palisade fence, and complementary setback. Roller door to Hargrave 
Lane leads to carparking area. 
Landscaping: Reinforcing bar palisade fence to Hargrave Street with later detracting four-course 
brick wall outside of fencing. Terra cotta tiles (not original) to bridge and top of garden wall. A large 
mass of ‘living’ rock is located in front garden; otherwise no significant landscaping features visible 
from street. Cypress hedge lines eastern wall to Elizabeth Street. 

Physical condition In good order. 

Modification and  
dates 
 

A swimming pool was designed by Don Gazzard for new owners of the property in 1988. 
Alterations designed by Brian Lynch Pty Ltd  in 2001 (DA0769/2001) involved a new stair in the 
northwestern corner and demolition of an external spiral stair at the rear, as well as minor internal 
alterations and changes to the garage and rear garden wall, and other things not approved.  

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Due to the long period of European occupation of this site, the  archaeological potential for 
Aboriginal cultural material is low. 
There is little potential for archaeological remains relating only to the mid-19th century 
development of the area due to disturbance caused by construction of the subject building.  Prior 
to construction of the subject building, the site was occupied by advertising hoardings and used for 
storage by the advertising company. A c1886 Surveyor General’s Department Detail Survey 
shows a cottage situated at the back of the site (near Hargrave Lane), evidence of which would be 
of little further assistance in understanding the late 19th century development of the place. 

Further comments 
 

Inspected externally only. 
 
The architect, Don Gazzard, said that he thought designing one’s own home represented an 
opportunity for architects to show people what you could do, remarking, “It seems to me that 
architects quite often have a failure of nerve when it comes to themselves. I…thought it seemed to 
me an opportunity to show people what you could do… I think you need to stand up and be 
counted…I had been involved in trying to preserve Paddington…I have always believed that you 
can put totally modern things with heritage things, as long as they have got all the things together, 
and of course [the adjacent terrace houses] were all painted, so this was painted, and the roof was 
great trouble and expense, I found slates so I would have the same slate roof, but then the backs 
of terraces all go to pieces, so I changed the back…I think the Paddington house is interesting 
because it is a modern house fitted into a Victorian context and I think that is an illustration, a 
lesson, that this is the way you can do it.” 

HISTORY 

Historical notes  
 

 

The inner area of Paddington was largely developed during the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century with the subdivision of the Underwood Estate. In 1875 the Underwood ‘Paddington’ Estate 
subdivision offered for 606 lots with largely 20 ft street frontages, laid out along Sutherland, 
Hargrave, Windsor, Paddington and Underwood Streets. The subject building is situated on two 
lots of the Underwood Estate. 
 
A cottage was constructed on the rear of the lot, addressing Elizabeth Street, by c1886, when it is 
shown on detail survey of the area. By the late 1960s, the site was vacant and contained 
advertising hoardings. Architect Don Gazzard purchased the land c1971. His design for a new 
house on the site was underway by 1971, when he presented it at a conference on ‘Conservation 
of the Urban Landscape.’ The Gazzards occupied the house between 1973 and 1982. 

 



 

Woollahra 2004    heritage inventory  
Based on the NSW Heritage Office State Heritage Inventory sheet 
 
 
 Don Gazzard trained as an engineer and later qualified as an architect in England. Upon his 

return to Australia, he spent a number of years working with Harry Seidler. The firm of 
Clarke Gazzard & Partners was formed in the early 1960s. Having lived in Paddington from 
the mid-1950s, Gazzard was a leading member of the Paddington Society, and contributed 
to the plan for the conservation of  Paddington in the 1970s. Gazzard became well known 
not only for his architectural practice, but also in the area of town planning, making 
substantial contributions to the development of Martin Place. His works, not large in number 
but much published, include the TAA Terminal at Kingsford Smith Airport (heavily 
remodelled), his own house at Woollahra, the Mona Vale community Centre, and Goodwin 
village at Edgecliff. Gazzard was the editor of Architecture In Australia in the 1960s and 
collated and edited the influential “Australian Outrage” book and exhibition in 1966. 
(Interview with Don Gazzard, 14th September 2004, and Taylor, Jennifer, 1990, Australian 
Architecture Since 1960, Melbourne: Royal Australian Institute of Architects National 
Education Division, p. 46.)  
Don Gazzard has won one RAIA Merit Award and one Wilkinson Award. 
 
Don Gazzard’s contribution is mainly due to his involvement with major urban design 
projects, particularly the pedestrianisation of large public spaces, frequently making use of 
Brutalist forms. Gazzard also designed a small number of acclaimed domestic scale 
buildings that possess a boldness of concept and an individual character. Gazzard persisted 
in the Functionalist design approach in the 1960s and 70s, in the face of the Post Modern 
movement. 
From the above it is reasonable to say that Don Gazzard is an important Australian architect 
of the mid and late 20th century. 
 

The Gazzard House was awarded the 1976 Merit Award. The award citation states: 
“This house is prominently located in an area of Sydney which has a very complete 19th 
century character. Its exterior makes some concessions to the scale and character of the 
streets surrounding it, but in the view of the jury, not enough. It is, however, a strong 
statement and an interesting attempt to fit another style of building into Paddington. Its 
interior is very elegant – the occupants can soak up the sun and one of Paddington’s best 
views from all parts of the major two storey indoor-outdoor space, all of which is put together 
very nicely and finished with gallery-like perfection. The double height deck is roofed with 
tinted glass and there is tinted glass in the sliding windows which soften Sydney’s…light and 
produce many gradations of brightness on a light-coloured tile floor and on the white and 
timber finishes of the living, dining, kitchen, study and bedrooms. The scale of this space is 
twice that which might be expected in Paddington – which adds significantly to its impact – 
and probably also to its difficult relationship with the surrounding streetscape.” 

 
HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme N/A 
Local historical theme Contemporary housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The place reflects the late 20th century regeneration of the Paddington area as a fashionable 
location for the residence of professional and business people in the late 20th century. In a 
broader sense, it also represents the continued popularity of the Paddington area in the mid to late 
20th century as a historical cultural landscape of high aesthetic and historic values. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
As evidenced by its receiving a RAIA (NSW Chapter) Merit Award in 1976, the place reflects the 
contemporary appreciation held for the place by the architecture community at the time, and 
further reflects progressive aesthetic tastes of the time. 
 
The place is significant as an early example of successful modern style infill design within a 
heritage conservation environment. 
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Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of high significance at a local level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The place is closely associated with the architect Don Gazzard, who is an important Australian 
architect of the mid and late 20th century, and who took a leading role in the seminal activities of 
the Paddington Society in the 1960s and 1970s. As an example of modern infill architecture 
departing from the conservation principles of the Paddington Society, this historical association 
merits an additional degree of significance.  
  
The building is one of a group of works by Don Gazzard, and forms part of the architect’s body of 
work.  
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of high significance at a local level. 
 
The place is also closely associated with Marea Gazzard, an important Sydney ceramic artist of 
the mid- to late-20th century who has exhibited internationally and is the subject of a monograph by 
Christine France, Marea Gazzard: form and clay (1994, Art & Australia Books). 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
With its response to streetscape, use of off-form concrete and semi-industrial details, its double 
height interior, extensive use of glass, and double height giant terrace, the Gazzard House is a 
very good and innovative design drawing on elements of the Brutalist style with strong 
Functionalist style influences. The house is an early and ground-breaking example of an 
adaptation of modernist language to an inner suburban site, which is accomplished confidently 
and elegantly, reflecting Gazzard’s contemporary pre-eminence as an urban designer. The 
building has landmark qualities for its prominent corner position on a sloping site, and occupies a 
double block while keeping the scale down. The house is one of the strongest architectural 
statements of the 1970s in the Woollahra municipality. 
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level.  
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
As evidenced by its inclusion in Jennifer Taylor’s Australian Architecture Since 1960, where the 
house is described as “an important and influential exercise in the use of limited urban sites…a 
bold but respectful, modern addition to an old street [which] demonstrates that emulation is not 
essential for good manners.” (Taylor 1990: 150-151), the place is held in high regard by Australian 
architects and others interested in Australian architecture.  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The archaeological potential of the place is low (see above). 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a resource for the understanding of the architectural detailing of the architect, Don 
Gazzard, particularly the ‘use of off-form concrete and semi-industrial details’ (Taylor, Australian 
Architecture Since 1960, p. 150). 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
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N/A 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
The building is a very good example of the domestic architecture of Don Gazzard. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 

Integrity  
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
Even without internal inspection and despite some alterations, the place retains sufficient aspects 
of its original design to make it significant. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

List as heritage item on Woollahra LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 1 DP 564846. 
Encourage removal of 4-course brick wall from Hargrave Street boundary.  
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IMAGES 
Image caption  
 

View from the southeast showing the form of Gazzard House at front in conformance with terraces 
adjacent in Hargrave Street and of a modern form at rear. 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd 
 

Image caption  
 

Hargrave Street elevation of Gazzard House showing palisade fence, balcony, slate roofing, 
bridge to front door and house number inset in off-form concrete. 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners 
Pty Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Name of item 
 

Current name of the item. 
Westbourne, Selby House, Orama and Runnymede 

Other name/s 
Former name/s 

Previous names or common names. 
 

Item type 
(if known) 

Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex. 
Houses, stables and grounds 

Item group 
(if known) 

 
17 – 23 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Item category 
(if known) 

 
 

Area, group, or 
collection name 

Name of the area, group or collection to which the item belongs. 
Jersey Road mid-nineteenth century villas 

Street number 
 

Street number OR distance from nearest town if non-urban. 
17, 19, 21 and 23 

Street name 
 

Street name OR direction from nearest town if non-urban. 
Jersey Road 

Suburb/town 
 

Provide suburb, town or nearest town. 
Woollahra 

Postcode 
2025 

 

Local Government 
Area 

Local government area/s. 
Woollahra 

Property 
description 

Folio identifier for sites (Lot & DP) 
Lot 1 DP 73658, Lot 3 Sect C DP12, Lot 4 Sec C DP12, Lot 5 Sec C DP12, Lot 1 DP83426, Lot 21 
DP793311, Lot 1 DP741084,  

Location - lat/long 
If not at a street address 

Latitude 
 

 Longitude  

Location - AMG 
If not at a street address 

Zone 
 

 Easting  Northing  

Owner 
 

Name of owner if government or “Private” if in private ownership. 
Private 

Current use 
 

Current use of the item - be brief. 
Houses 

Former use 
 

Former major uses of the item including the original use - be brief. 
 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The statement of significance should set out the degree and nature of the significance of the item.  
This section should be completed after the assessment and evaluation of historical, aesthetic, social and/or technical/research 
significance on page 4. Repetition of descriptive and factual information already given in the analysis should be avoided. Where 
an item is a group or complex, separate individual assessments of component parts should be completed, including reference to 
the main item in the Area/Group/Collection name field. 
 
Intact nineteenth century villas of this scale and significance are not rare in Woollahra Municipality 
generally, however, this particular group is unique due to the location, relative intactness, grouping and 
historical associations. Built in the upper reaches of the Cooper Estate, within the Wallis and Scott 
subdivision, close to Oxford Street, they are distinctive within an area characterised by dense 
development on smaller allotments. The majority of villas of this scale within the Municipality were built 
on the larger allotments, allocated in central Woollahra. It is not known why these houses were built 
here; whether for views, water, location or cheap freehold land. These four mid-nineteenth century 
villas on generous allotments with remnant outbuildings, displaying a range of period architectural 
styles and domestic layouts, form a significant group. Three of the houses within the group are 
associated with persons of historic interest including the Reverend John West, Sir James Burns, 
Samuel Bensausan, Inez Bensausan and the Earl of Jersey. 

 
Although they are now modified to varying degrees and no longer retain their district views, this does 
not diminish their significance or the contribution they make to the character of the area and our 
understanding of mid-nineteenth century Woollahra. The properties have potential to reveal aspects of 
this earlier period.   

Level of 
Significance 

 
State  

 
Local √ 
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DESCRIPTION 
Designer 
 

Name of the principal designer of the item, this may be an individual and/or company name. 
unknown 

Builder/ maker 
 

Name of the builder or maker of the item, this may be an individual and/or company name.  
 

Physical 
description 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe the item’s main physical features, including surroundings and contents.   
 
Also list the main material types as this field will be used for searching.  eg. The building has a sandstone facade, corrugated 
iron roof and tessellated tile verandah.  This can also be in the form of an attachment if there is insufficient space. 
 
The four houses in Jersey Road West Woollahra were constructed in the mid-nineteenth century. They 
were built as villas for the prosperous man about town.  Each house had associated buildings within its 
allotment to service the house. Of these the stables to 17, 19 and 23 still remain, though altered from 
original. Each house occupies its original allotment. The houses were built in a period prior to the 
intense level of development that occurred in the latter half of the nineteenth century. The size of the 
buildings and their configuration reflect this difference. 
 
The term villa was used in the colony of New South Wales extensively in the nineteenth century. The 
reference to villa in the mid-nineteenth century refers to a spacious house, isolated within its grounds 
to preserve its privacy and generally enjoying fine views over the landscape. The suburban villa was 
suited to ‘the prosperous or retired man of business who could afford to dissociate himself from the 
sources of his wealth and enjoy its rewards in a spacious environment of domesticity.’ (Ketelbey)  
Pattern books for suburban villas were popular in the nineteenth century.  
 

Physical condition 
and/or 
Archaeological 
potential 
 

Brief description of the physical condition (excellent, good, fair, poor) or archaeological potential (high, medium or 
low).  Note that evaluation of the integrity and/or authenticity of the item is carried out as part of the assessment 
process on page 4. 
  

Construction years 
 

Start year 
 

 Finish year 
 

 Circa 
1860s 

 

Modifications and 
dates 
 
 

List all significant modifications and relevant dates with a brief description including the level of intrusion (considerable, some, 
little or none). 
 

Further comments 
 
 
 

Any further information relevant to the significance of the item.  
This can also be in the form of an attachment. 
The property at 21 Jersey Road was the subject of a Land and Environment Court Appeal, Edward 
Szewczyk and Associates v Woollahra Municipal Council [2005]  NSWLEC 641.  The appeal was 
dismissed. 

 
HISTORY 

Historical notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provide a brief history here.  Identify significant people, places and dates associated with the item. 
Also include provenance information (movable or collection items) includes the location, operational environment, and/or 
environmental context of the item. 
 
List events, including dates, relevant to the significance of the item. This can also be in the form of an attachment if there is 
insufficient space. 
 
These historical notes should include the author, date and position (page, reel, negative number etc) of the reference source, 
and the full reference information should be entered into the Information Sources table on page 5. 
 
The land was set out by surveyor Thomas Mitchell as small town allotments and the properties at 17, 
19, 21 and 23 were unusual within the area of Wallis and Scott’s Subdivision, being the only 
substantial villas built over several allotments with stables and servants quarters.  These villas had 
access to district views and fresh water which was scarce in the region until the later part of the 
century.   
 
 

 
THEMES 
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National  
historical theme 
(if known) 

Most applicable Australian Heritage Commission historic theme. 
 

State 
historical theme 
(if known) 

Most applicable Heritage Office historic theme. 
Creative Endeavour  

 
APPLICATION OF CRITERIA 

 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criteria (a) 
 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history 
The four properties known as 17, 19, 21 and 23 Jersey Road Woollahra reflect the development of this 
section of West Woollahra following the subdivision of the Point Piper Estate in 1844 and the sale of 
the Wallis and Scott Subdivision in 1854.  Wallis and Scott purchased 25 acres from the Cooper 
Estate just prior to Cooper’s death.  It was perhaps one of the last land sales of this period, the 
majority occurring in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries and distinctly different from the 
larger acreages that were put up for sale in preceding years.  The properties Nos. 17, 19 and 21 
comprise multiple allotments purchased from the Wallis and Scott Subdivision.  The property known as 
No. 23 was taken up as a 99 year lease from Cooper Estate and was not included in the Wallis and 
Scott Subdivision. 
   
Although set out by surveyor Thomas Mitchell as town allotments, the majority of purchasers of this 
land were affluent and purchased several adjoining allotments on which they built substantial villas 
with stables, outbuildings and servants quarters.  Most had access to fresh water which was scarce in 
the region until the later part of the century.  These properties, as a group, represent a unique form of 
early development in the area, which did not succumb to the speculative subdivision and development 
of large allotments in the later part of the nineteenth century.  The later use of nearly all the properties 
as boarding houses during the late nineteenth century and early twentieth century reflects changing 
economic circumstances. 
 

 
Historical 
association 
significance 
SHR Criteria (b) 
 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 
Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
The properties of this group have varying degrees of association with historic figures.  The properties 
No.17 and No.19 are associated with the Reverend John West, social advocate and first official editor 
of the Sydney Morning Herald newspaper between 1851 and 1874.  West rigorously campaigned for 
the abolition of the transportation of convicts and for the unification of the colonies of Australia.  West 
and his family owned the property No.19, Selby House, for over 65 years although never living there.  
He lived at the adjoining villa at No.17, Westbourne, until his death in 1874.   
 
The property at No.21 is associated with Sir James Burns, Samuel Bensausan and his daughter Inez.  
Sir James Burns was co-founder of shipping and trading company Burns Philp and Company Limited 
and purchased the property in 1880 where he lived until moving to Parramatta in 1885.  Burns is noted 
also for his command of the 1st Light Horse Regiment (NSW Lancers) and the 1st Australian Light 
Horse Brigade and as a philanthropist.  Burns leased the property to affluent businessman involved in 
mining and the Philosophical Society of NSW, Samuel Bensausan and his family for several years 
from 1885.  Bensausan’s daughter Inez was one of the first students of Ascham School and was a well 
known Suffragette, actress and playwright.   
 
The property No.23 is associated with the Earl of Jersey, Governor of New South Wales between 
1890 and 1893.  He is reputed to have kept a mistress at Runnymede and it is through this association 
that the name of the road was changed from the Point Piper Road to Jersey Road in 1900. 
 

 
Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criteria (c) 
 
 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
The properties are good and relatively intact examples of mid-nineteenth century ‘villas’.  In 
accordance with our understanding of the definition of a villa at this time, they were substantial 
detached residences with stables and outbuildings, within generous grounds, with district views, built 
on the fringes of town, reflecting the affluence and social status of the owner.   
 
The architecture of each house is unique, although their uniformity of scale and siting in relation to 
their allotment and the street binds them as a group visually.  The house at No.17 is a fine example of 
a sandstone Victorian Italianate residence;  No.19 is a fine example of a sandstone Victorian Regency 
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residence; No.21 is an unusual example of a brick Victorian residence, displaying a transition of styles 
and No.23 is a fine although modified example of Victorian Italianate architecture.  Although all the 
houses have been modified to some degree, they retain a majority of their architectural detail, layout 
and fabric. 
 
The properties Nos 17, 19 and 23 each have extant stables, although now modified and no longer 
used for that purpose.  These properties also have remnant outbuildings which reflect former domestic 
practices and arrangements, being external wash areas and preparation kitchens.   
 
This group of four properties contribute substantially to the historic streetscape  of Jersey Road and 
the overall character of West Woollahra.  These large forms with their pitched roofs and multiple tall 
chimneys represent a remnant early Victorian urban scape, afforded by their isolated and generally 
unchanged form on large allotments. 
 

 
Social significance 
SHR criteria (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
The properties have no known special association with a particular community or social group in NSW 
or Woollahra municipality.   
 

 
Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criteria (e) 
 
 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
history. 
The properties have the potential to yield further or significant information regarding the past form and 
occupants.  Their layout provides some understanding of domestic arrangements and social 
philosophy of the mid-nineteenth century.  Structures of stone allowed kitchens to move closer to the 
main building and with the end of convict labour, servants, who had a better social status, became 
more expensive and needed to be accommodated.  Therefore they were engaged in smaller numbers, 
according to wealth of the employer.  A kitchen closer to the house saved labour.  It is indicative of 
development of the area at this time.   
 
The properties also have the potential to yield further significant information regarding fabric, 
decoration and archaeology. 
 

 
Rarity 
SHR criteria (f) 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
The four properties are a rare example of a group of villas within this area of Woollahra.  The group 
makes a significant contribution to the streetscape of Jersey Road and the character of West 
Woollahra.    

 
Representativeness  
SHR criteria (g) 
 
 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
The properties do not demonstrate any principal characteristics of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or environments. 

 
Integrity 
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
The four properties are relatively intact examples of mid-nineteenth century villas.  The layout of the 
houses is important in demonstrating mid-nineteenth century domestic and social practices. 

HERITAGE LISTINGS 
Heritage listing/s Other Local, State, Commonwealth statutory listing or non-statutory listings for this item.  

 
 
 

Westbourne, 17 Jersey Road, Selby House, 19 Jersey Road, Orama, 21 Jersey Road and 
Runnymede, 23 Jersey Road, are located in the Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area. 
Westbourne, 17 Jersey Road, and Runnymede, 23 Jersey Road, are listed as heritage items in 
Schedule 3 of Woollahra LEP 1995. Westbourne, Selby House, Orama and Runnymede are a group 
of houses at 17-23 Jersey Road, Woollahra, identified as a draft group heritage item under Woollahra 
LEP 1995. Selby House and Orama are also identified as draft heritage items under Woollahra LEP 
1995. 

 
INFORMATION SOURCES 

Include conservation and/or management plans and other heritage studies. 
Type Author/Client Title Year Repository 
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Written
Graphic/Oral 
History 
 

Name of author/artist/produced Title of the reference work 0000 Where a copy of the image can be 
examined. 

Written 
 

Kim Ketelbey, Design Plus 
Consultancy 

Assessment of Cultural 
Heritage Significance: 17, 19, 
21 and 23 Jersey Road, 
Woollahra 

2005 File 1064.G Part 58(1) 17-23 
Jersey Road, Draft Woollahra 
LEP(Amendment 58) WMC 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations 
 
 
 

Suggestions for conservation actions and/or future control, particularly where a threat may exist. 
Conservation Management Plan 

 
SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION 

To be completed if this form is part of a heritage study or report 
Name of study or 
report 
 

Name of heritage study, conservation plan, nomination, EIS, etc.  
Assessment of Cultural Heritage Significance: 17, 19, 21 and 23 Jersey 
Road, Woollahra 

Year of study 
or report 

2005 

Item number in 
study or report 

Location or number of this item in the above study. 
 

Author of study or 
report 

Name of company, consultancy, person who prepared the study.  
Kim Ketelbey, Design Plus Consultancy 

Inspected by 
 

Name/s of the person/s who carried out the on site assessment of the item. 

NSW Heritage Manual Guidelines used? 
 

Yes √ No  

This form 
completed by 

Name of person who completed this form. 
Susan O’Neill Strategic Heritage Officer WMC 

Date 
11 February, 2009 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

Jersey Road elevation of ‘Westbourne’, 17 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Image year 
 
 

2005 Image by Kim Ketelbey of 
Design Plus 
Consultancy 

Image copyright 
holder 

Kim Ketelbey 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

The stable at ‘Westbourne’, 17 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Image year 
 
 

2005 Image by Kim Ketelbey of 
Design Plus 
Consultancy 

Image copyright 
holder 

Kim Ketelbey 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

Jersey Road elevation of ‘Selby House’, 19 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Image year 
 
 

2005 Image by Kim Ketelbey of 
Design Plus 
Consultancy 

Image copyright 
holder 

Kim Ketelbey 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

Jersey Road elevation of ‘Orama’ 21 Jersey Road 

Image year 
 
 

2005 Image by Kim Ketelbey of 
Design Plus 
Consultancy 

Image copyright 
holder 

Kim Ketelbey 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

rear elevation of ‘Orama’ 21 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Image year 
 
 

2008 Image by WMC Image copyright 
holder 

WMC 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 
 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

Jersey Road elevation of ‘Runnymede’, 23 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Image year 
 
 

2005 Image by Kim Ketelbey of 
Design Plus 
Consultancy 

Image copyright 
holder 

Kim Ketelbey 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

The stable at ‘Runnymede’, 23 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Image year 
 
 

2005 Image by Kim Ketelbey of 
Design Plus 
Consultancy 

Image copyright 
holder 

Kim Ketelbey 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Name of item 
 

Current name of the item. 
Selby House 

Other name/s 
former name/s 

Previous names or common names. 
 

Item type 
(if known) 

Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex. 
House, stables and grounds 

Item group 
(if known) 

 
17 – 23 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Item category 
(if known) 

 
 

Area, group, or 
collection name 

Name of the area, group or collection to which the item belongs. 
 

Street number 
 

Street number OR distance from nearest town if non-urban. 
19 

Street name 
 

Street name OR direction from nearest town if non-urban. 
Jersey Road 

Suburb/town 
 

Provide suburb, town or nearest town. 
Woollahra 

Postcode 
2025 

 

Local Government 
Area 

Local government area/s. 
Woollahra 

Property 
description 

Folio identifier for sites (Lot & DP) 
Lot 1 DP83426 

Location - lat/long 
If not at a street address 

Latitude 
 

 Longitude  

Location - AMG 
If not at a street address 

Zone 
 

 Easting  Northing  

Owner 
 

Name of owner if government or “Private” if in private ownership. 
Private 

Current use 
 

Current use of the item - be brief. 
House 

Former use 
 

Former major uses of the item including the original use - be brief. 
 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The statement of significance should set out the degree and nature of the significance of the item.  
This section should be completed after the assessment and evaluation of historical, aesthetic, social and/or technical/research 
significance on page 4. Repetition of descriptive and factual information already given in the analysis should be avoided. Where 
an item is a group or complex, separate individual assessments of component parts should be completed, including reference to 
the main item in the Area/Group/Collection name field. 
 
The site known as Selby House at 19 Jersey Road Woollahra is a fine and relatively intact example of 
a mid-nineteenth century villa which reflects the development of the area following the subdivision of 
the Point Piper Estate and sale of the Wallis and Scott Subdivision in 1854.  Wallis and Scott 
purchased 25 acres in Upper Paddington from Daniel Cooper I just prior to Cooper’s death.  It was 
perhaps one of the last land sales of the Point Piper Estate from this period, the majority occurring in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century and distinctly different from the larger acreages that 
were allocated in central Woollahra and offered for sale.   

 
Although the land was set out by surveyor Thomas Mitchell as town allotments, Selby House was built 
on a holding of 3 allotments, to which another allotment was later added.  This and the properties 
known as Nos.17, 21 and 23 are unusual within the area of  the Wallis and Scott’s Subdivision, being 
the only substantial villas built over several allotments with stables and servants quarters.  These villas 
had access to district views and fresh water which was scarce in the region until the later part of the 
century. 

The property is associated with the Reverend John West, social advocate and first official editor of the 
Sydney Morning Herald newspaper from 1851 until his death in 1873.  West, who rigorously 
campaigned for the abolition of transportation of convicts and the unification of the colonies of 
Australia, owned this property although never lived there. 
The property is a fine and relatively intact example of a mid-nineteenth century villa, on its original 
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allotment. Designed in the Victorian Regency style, it retains its near original form, stable, front fence 
and a substantial amount of detail, although modified. Its layout and associations provide an 
understanding of mid-nineteenth century domestic practices. It contributes to the predominantly 
Victorian period streetscape of Jersey Road and the overall character of West Woollahra. Although the 
house and stable have been modified this does not distract from its significance as a rare example of 
villa development in this part of West Woollahra. 

Level of 
significance 
 

 
State  

 
Local √ 

 
DESCRIPTION 

Designer 
 

Name of the principal designer of the item, this may be an individual and/or company name. 
unknown 

Builder/ maker 
 

Name of the builder or maker of the item, this may be an individual and/or company name.  
 

Physical 
description 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe the item’s main physical features, including surroundings and contents.   
 
Also list the main material types as this field will be used for searching.  eg. The building has a sandstone facade, corrugated 
iron roof and tessellated tile verandah.  This can also be in the form of an attachment if there is insufficient space. 
 
Selby House at 19 Jersey Road Woollahra is a Victorian Regency style house, set within generous 
grounds with a stable at the rear. The house and stable retain their original form. The rear of the 
house has been modified with a single storey addition and new bathroom and kitchen. The house 
retains a high degree of original detail and layout. The stable has been completely refurbished 
internally and new windows, roof and gable end installed. 
 

Physical condition 
and/or 
Archaeological 
potential 
 

Brief description of the physical condition (excellent, good, fair, poor) or archaeological potential (high, medium or 
low).  Note that evaluation of the integrity and/or authenticity of the item is carried out as part of the assessment 
process on page 4. 
  

Construction years 
 

Start year 
1863 

 Finish year 
1869 

 Circa  

Modifications and 
dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List all significant modifications and relevant dates with a brief description including the level of intrusion 
(considerable, some, little or none). 
DA 1998.430 Garden Shed, approved 
DA 1998.682 Refurbishment of existing stone stable building, approved 
DA 1998.70 Approved 
DA 1997.218 Approved 
BA 1983.779 Determination unknown 
BA 1979.880 Determination unknown 
BA 1967.238 Determination unknown 
BA 1962.794 Determination unknown 
 

Further comments 
 
 
 

Any further information relevant to the significance of the item.  
This can also be in the form of an attachment. 
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HISTORY 

Historical notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provide a brief history here.  Identify significant people, places and dates associated with the item. 
Also include provenance information (movable or collection items) includes the location, operational environment, and/or 
environmental context of the item. 
 
List events, including dates, relevant to the significance of the item. This can also be in the form of an attachment if there is 
insufficient space. 
 
These historical notes should include the author, date and position (page, reel, negative number etc) of the reference source, 
and the full reference information should be entered into the Information Sources table on page 5. 
 
Although the land was set out by surveyor Thomas Mitchell as town allotments, Selby House was built 
c.1870 on a holding of 3 allotments, to which another allotment was later added.  This and the 
properties known as Nos 17, 21 and 23 are unusual within the area of Wallis and Scott’s Subdivision, 
being the only substantial villas built over several allotments with stables and servants quarters.  
These villas had access to district views and fresh water which was scarce in the region until the later 
part of the century.   
 
The property is associated with the Reverend John West.  His greatest contribution was effective 
leadership of the movement for abolishing the transportation of convicts to Van Diemen's Land. He 
accepted an invitation to become editor of the 'Sydney Morning Herald' in 1854.  West and his family 
owned this property for over 65 years although he never lived there.  He lived at the adjoining villa, 
Westbourne 17 Jersey Road, until his death in 1874.   
 

 
THEMES 

National  
historical theme 
(if known) 

Most applicable Australian Heritage Commission historic theme. 
 

State 
historical theme 
(if known) 

Most applicable Heritage Office historic theme. 
Creative Endeavour  

 
APPLICATION OF CRITERIA 

 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criteria (a) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history 
The site known as Selby House at 19 Jersey Road Woollahra is a fine and relatively intact mid-
nineteenth century villa which reflects the development of the area following the subdivision of the 
Point Piper Estate and sale of the Wallis and Scott Subdivision in 1854.  Wallis and Scott purchased 
25 acres in Upper Paddington from Daniel Cooper I just prior to Cooper’s death.  It was perhaps one 
of the last land sales of this period, the majority occurring in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries and distinctly different from the larger acreages that were allocated in central Woollahra and 
offered for sale.   
   
Although the land was set out by surveyor Thomas Mitchell as town allotments, Selby House was built 
c.1870 on a holding of 3 allotments, to which another allotment was later added.  This and the 
properties known as Nos17, 21 and 23 are unusual within the area of Wallis and Scott’s Subdivision, 
being the only substantial villas built over several allotments with stables and servants quarters.  
These villas had access to district views and fresh water which was scarce in the region until the later 
part of the century.   

 
Historical 
association 
significance 
SHR Criteria (b) 
 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 
Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
The property is associated with the Reverend John West, social advocate and first official editor of the 
Sydney Morning Herald newspaper.  West rigorously campaigned for the abolition of transportation of 
convicts and the unification of the colonies of Australia.  West and his family owned this property for 
over 65 years although he never lived there.  He lived at the adjoining villa, Westbourne at 17 Jersey 
Road until his death in 1874.   

 An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
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Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criteria (c) 
 
 
 

achievement in Woollahra. 
The house and stable at 19 Jersey Road Woollahra are a fine and highly intact example of a mid-
nineteenth century villa.  Designed in the Victorian Regency style, the residence is set on its original 
allotment with picturesque garden containing several important cultural plantings.  The house retains 
its original layout and the majority of original fabric and decoration.  The layout of the house is 
important in demonstrating domestic arrangements, illustrating development of domestic social 
practices of the time. 
 
The property is one of a group of four adjoining mid-nineteenth century villas in Jersey Road.  
Individually and as a group, with their scale, setting and overall form, the houses contributes to the 
historic streetscape of Jersey Road and the character of the area generally.  Their distinctive roof lines 
and tall chimneys contribute considerably to a unique un-interrupted Victorian period urban landscape. 
 

 
Social significance 
SHR criteria (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
The property has no known special association with a particular community or social group in NSW or 
Woollahra municipality.   
 

 
Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criteria (e) 
 
 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
history. 
Selby House provides some understanding of domestic arrangements and social philosophy of the 
mid-nineteenth century through its layout and fabric such as location of the former kitchen and 
fireplaces and the existence of stables.  The property has the potential to yield further significant 
information such as colour schemes and archaeology. 
 

 
Rarity 
SHR criteria (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
Selby House is an uncommon example of a relatively intact Victorian Regency villa and a rare 
example of this type of development in Woollahra.  Although the house and stable have been 
modified, the modifications do not distract from an understanding of the property.  It is an important 
element of Jersey Road’s streetscape and character, which contributes to an understanding of the 
development of Woollahra.  Mid-nineteenth century villas on their original allotments with a stable are 
rare within the Municipality.   
 

 
Representativeness  
SHR criteria (g) 
 
 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
The property does not demonstrate any principal characteristics of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or environments. 

 
Integrity 
 
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
Selby House is a relatively intact example of a Victorian Regency style villa, retaining its original 
subdivision pattern and the majority of its layout and fabric.  It also retains some rare finishes such as 
its encaustic tiling and Portodoro marble mantelpieces.  The property is comprised of the original Lots 
7, 8 and 9 of Block C of the Wallis & Scott Subdivision together with part of the designated road 
reserve.  The layout of the house is important in demonstrating mid-nineteenth century domestic, 
social practices. 
 

HERITAGE LISTINGS 
Heritage listing/s Other Local, State, Commonwealth statutory listing or non-statutory listings for this item.  

 
 
 

Selby House, 19 Jersey Road, Woollahra is located within the Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area.  
It is one of the group of houses at 17-23 Jersey Road, Woollahra, identified as a draft group heritage 
item under Woollahra LEP 1995. 
Selby House is also identified as a draft heritage item under Woollahra LEP 1995. 
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INFORMATION SOURCES 

Include conservation and/or management plans and other heritage studies. 
Type Author/Client Title Year Repository 
Written
Graphic/Oral 
History 
 

Name of author/artist/produced Title of the reference work 0000 Where a copy of the image can be 
examined. 

Written 
 

Kim Ketelbey, Design Plus 
Consultancy 

Assessment of Cultural Heritage 
Significance: 19 Jersey Road, 
Woollahra 

2005 File 1064.G Part 58(1) 17-23 Jersey 
Road, Draft Woollahra LEP 1995 
(Amendment 58) WMC 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations 
 
 
 

Suggestions for conservation actions and/or future control, particularly where a threat may exist. 
Conservation Management Plan 

 
SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION 

To be completed if this form is part of a heritage study or report 
Name of study or 
report 
 

Name of heritage study, conservation plan, nomination, EIS, etc.  
Assessment of Cultural Heritage Significance: 19 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Year of study 
or report 

2005 

Item number in 
study or report 

Location or number of this item in the above study. 
 

Author of study or 
report 

Name of company, consultancy, person who prepared the study. 
Kim Ketelbey, Design Plus Consultancy 

Inspected by 
 

Name/s of the person/s who carried out the on site assessment of the item. 

NSW Heritage Manual Guidelines used? 
 

Yes √ No  

This form 
completed by 

Name of person who completed this form. 
Susan O’Neill Strategic Heritage Officer WMC 

Date 
11 February, 2009 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

Jersey Road elevation of Selby House 

Image year 
 
 

2005 Image by WMC Image copyright 
holder 

WMC 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

rear elevation of Selby House 

Image year 
 
 

2005 Image by WMC Image copyright 
holder 

WMC 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Name of item 
 

Current name of the item. 
Orama 

Other name/s 
Former name/s 

Previous names or common names. 
Irrawang, Dalston 

Item type 
(if known) 

Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex. 
House, stables and grounds 

Item group 
(if known) 

 
17 – 23 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Item category 
(if known) 

 
 

Area, group, or 
collection name 

Name of the area, group or collection to which the item belongs. 
 

Street number 
 

Street number OR distance from nearest town if non-urban. 
21 

Street name 
 

Street name OR direction from nearest town if non-urban. 
Jersey Road 

Suburb/town 
 

Provide suburb, town or nearest town. 
Woollahra 

Postcode 
2025 

 

Local Government 
Area 

Local government area/s. 
Woollahra 

Property 
description 

Folio identifier for sites (Lot & DP) 
Lot 21 DP793311 

Location - lat/long 
If not at a street address 

Latitude 
 

 Longitude  

Location - AMG 
If not at a street address 

Zone 
 

 Easting  Northing  

Owner 
 

Name of owner if government or “Private” if in private ownership. 
Private 

Current use 
 

Current use of the item - be brief. 
House 

Former use 
 

Former major uses of the item including the original use - be brief. 
 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The statement of significance should set out the degree and nature of the significance of the item.  
This section should be completed after the assessment and evaluation of historical, aesthetic, social and/or technical/research 
significance on page 4. Repetition of descriptive and factual information already given in the analysis should be avoided. Where 
an item is a group or complex, separate individual assessments of component parts should be completed, including reference to 
the main item in the Area/Group/Collection name field. 
 
The property known as Orama at 21 Jersey Road, Woollahra, is an unusual mid-nineteenth century 
villa which reflects the development of the area following the subdivision of the Point Piper Estate and 
sale of the Wallis and Scott Subdivision in 1854.  Wallis and Scott purchased 25 acres in Upper 
Paddington from Daniel Cooper I just prior to Cooper’s death.  It was perhaps one of the last land 
sales of this period, the majority occurring in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century and 
distinctly different from the larger acreages that were allocated in central Woollahra and offered for 
sale.  
 
The land was set out by surveyor Thomas Mitchell as small town allotments and Orama was built on a 
holding of 3 allotments.  This property, together with numbers 17, 19 and 23, are unusual within the 
area of Wallis and Scott’s Subdivision, being the only substantial villas built over several allotments.  
These villas enjoyed district views and had access to fresh water, which was scarce in the region until 
the latter part of the century.  The property is a somewhat rare example of mid-nineteenth century 
development within Woollahra.  
 
The property is associated with a number of prominent citizens including Sir James Burns, the 
Bensausan family and Alexander Wilson.  Sir James Burns was co-founder of shipping and trading 
company Burns Philp and Company Limited and purchased the property in 1880. Burns leased the 
property to affluent businessman Samuel Bensausan and his family for several years from 1885.  
Bensausan’s daughter Inez, was one of the first students of Ascham School and was a well known 
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Suffragette, actress and playwright.  The property was briefly owned and occupied by Alexander 
Wilson, general manager of Lysaght Brothers and Company.   
 
The house at 21 Jersey Road Woollahra is an unusual example of a mid-Victorian period residence.  
Its design displays the block plan, symmetry and simplicity of a Regency building but with some 
Italianate features.  The interior of the house would appear to retain some of its original layout and 
detail and the layout provides an understanding of mid-nineteenth century domestic practices.  The 
property has the potential to provide a further understanding of its history and uses.   
 
The property known as Orama, together with the three adjoining properties, is a rare example of villa 
development in this area of Woollahra.  Although the house has been modified, this does not distract 
from its significance and the contribution it makes to the streetscape of Jersey Road and to the 
character of West Woollahra.    

Level of 
significance 
 

 
State  

 
Local √ 

 
DESCRIPTION 

Designer 
 

Name of the principal designer of the item, this may be an individual and/or company name. 
unknown 

Builder/ maker 
 

Name of the builder or maker of the item, this may be an individual and/or company name.  
 

Physical 
description 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe the item’s main physical features, including surroundings and contents.   
 
Also list the main material types as this field will be used for searching.  eg. The building has a sandstone facade, corrugated 
iron roof and tessellated tile verandah.  This can also be in the form of an attachment if there is insufficient space. 
 
The house comprises a substantial two storey stuccoed residence with metal hipped roof.  The stucco 
has been scored to resemble ashlar masonry.  Tall chimneys with finely moulded capping rise from 
both sides of the roof.  The roof has boxed eaves.  The front façade features three sets of French 
doors with highlights over, across the upper and lower storey.  It is not known whether these are 
original.  The house has a verandah running across its front elevation at both ground floor and upper 
floor level with a shallow concave metal clad awning over the upper level.  The verandah is enclosed 
at the ends by a blind arched fin wall.  The verandah and roof are supported by large section square 
timber posts.  The posts have moulded capitals and a cast iron lace work balustrade spans between 
them on the upper level.  Entry to the house on the eastern side through an arched opening.   
 
The windows of the rear wing on the western elevation do not match those of the main building.  At the 
rear is a double storey skillion roofed wing on the west.  A large two storey addition to the rear of the 
house, comprising living area on the ground floor, new bedrooms and bathrooms on the first floor, attic 
room with a skillion dormer facing the rear and swimming pool and garage, designed by Tanner 
Architects, was approved by Woollahra Council on 19 February 2009. 

Physical condition 
and/or 
Archaeological 
potential 
 

Brief description of the physical condition (excellent, good, fair, poor) or archaeological potential (high, medium or 
low).   Note that evaluation of the integrity and/or authenticity of the item is carried out as part of the assessment 
process on page 4. 
 Orama appears to be in excellent condition. 

Construction years 
 

Start year 
 

 Finish year 
 

 Circa 
1866 

 

Modifications and 
dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List all significant modifications and relevant dates with a brief description including the level of intrusion (considerable, some, 
little or none). 
DA 2008/765/1 Alterations and additions, demolition of existing garage, construction of new  
  garage, swimming pool and landscaping works  Approved 
DA 2006.91/1 Alterations and additions plus new pool and pavilion Approved 
DA 2005/00 Demolition of rear wing and new two storey addition  Refused  
BA 1989. 1160 Approved 
BA 1989. 865 Approved 
BA 1973.885 Determination unknown 
BA 1964.728 Determination unknown 
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Further comments 
 
 
 

Any further information relevant to the significance of the item.  
This can also be in the form of an attachment. 
This property was the subject of a Land and Environment Court Appeal, Edward Szewczyk and 
Associates v Woollahra Municipal Council [2005]  NSWLEC 641.  The appeal was dismissed. 

HISTORY 
Historical notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provide a brief history here.  Identify significant people, places and dates associated with the item. 
Also include provenance information (movable or collection items) includes the location, operational environment, and/or 
environmental context of the item. 
 
List events, including dates, relevant to the significance of the item. This can also be in the form of an attachment if there is 
insufficient space. 
 
These historical notes should include the author, date and position (page, reel, negative number etc) of the reference source, 
and the full reference information should be entered into the Information Sources table on page 5. 
 
The land was set out by surveyor Thomas Mitchell as small town allotments and Selby House was 
built c.1870 on a holding of 3 allotments, to which another allotment was later added.  This and the 
properties known as Nos 17, 21 and 23 are unusual within the area of  Wallis and Scott’s Subdivision, 
being the only substantial villas built over several allotments with stables and servants quarters.  
These villas had access to district views and fresh water which was scarce in the region until the later 
part of the century.   
 
The property is associated with the Reverend John West.  His greatest contribution was effective 
leadership of the movement for abolishing the transportation of convicts to Van Diemen's Land. He 
accepted an invitation to become editor of the 'Sydney Morning Herald' in 1854.  West and his family 
owned this property for over 65 years although he never lived there.  He lived at the adjoining villa, 
Westbourne until his death in 1874.   
 

 
THEMES 

National  
historical theme 
(if known) 

Most applicable Australian Heritage Commission historic theme. 
 

State 
historical theme 
(if known) 

Most applicable Heritage Office historic theme. 
Creative Endeavour  

 
APPLICATION OF CRITERIA 

 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criteria (a) 
 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history 
Orama was owned and/or occupied by a number of prominent businessmen during the late 1800s.  
Originally known as Dalston or Dalston House it was briefly known as Irrawang from around 1912 
before being known as Orama.  
  

 
Historical 
association 
significance 
SHR Criteria (b) 
 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in 
Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
The property is associated with a number of prominent citizens including Sir James Burns, the 
Bensausan family and Alexander Wilson.  Sir James Burns was an entrepreneur, shipowner, soldier 
and philanthropist associated with the creation of the famous Australian trading firm, Burns Philp and 
Company Limited and purchased the property in 1880 where he lived until moving to Parramatta in 
1885.  Burns was a noted soldier and commander of the 1st Light Horse Regiment (NSW Lancers) 
and led this detachment during the Boer War.  He was also the commander of the 1st Australian Light 
Horse Brigade.  Burns later took up residence in his baronial estate of Gowan Braoe, North 
Parramatta.  That site was later subdivided to include a childrens’ home and the new campus of The 
King’s School.  Burns was recognised as a philanthropist.  Burns leased Orama property to affluent 
businessman Samuel Bensausan and his family for several years from 1885.  Bensausan’s daughter 
Inez was one of the first students of Ascham School and was a well known Suffragette, actress and 
playwright.  The property was briefly owned and occupied by Alexander Wilson, general manager of 
Lysaght Brothers and Company.   
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Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criteria (c) 
 
 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
The house at 21 Jersey Road Woollahra is an unusual example of a mid-Victorian period residence.  
Its design displays the block plan, symmetry and simplicity of a Regency building but with some 
Italianate features.  The interior of the house would appear to retain some of its original layout and 
detail.  The layout provides an understanding of mid-nineteenth century domestic practices.   
 

 
Social significance 
SHR criteria (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
The property has no known special association with a particular community or social group in NSW or 
the Woollahra Municipality.   
 

 
Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criteria (e) 
 
 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
history. 
The property has the potential to provide a further understanding of its history and uses.  The property 
was not inspected for this assessment and, as revealed by recent work by the current owner, there is 
potential to gain further knowledge of the property’s development from extant fabric.  It is not known 
whether the property had a stable but there is the potential that archaeological assessment would 
reveal evidence of outbuildings and relics on the property. 
 

 
Rarity 
SHR criteria (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
The property known as Orama, together with the three adjoining properties, is a rare example of villa 
development in this area of Woollahra.  Although the house has been modified, it does not distract 
from its significance and the contribution it makes, with the other houses, to the streetscape of Jersey 
Road and significance and character of West Woollahra.    
 

 
Representativeness  
SHR criteria (g) 
 
 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
The property does not demonstrate any principal characteristics of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or environments. 

 
Integrity 
 
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
Orama is a relatively intact example of a mid-nineteenth century villa. 
The layout of the house is important in demonstrating mid-nineteenth century domestic and social 
practices. 
 

HERITAGE LISTINGS 
Heritage listing/s Other Local, State, Commonwealth statutory listing or non-statutory listings for this item.  

 
 
 

Orama, 21 Jersey Road, Woollahra is located within the Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area.  
Westbourne, 17 Jersey Road, Selby House, 19 Jersey Road, Orama, and Runnymede, 23 Jersey 
Road, are a group of houses at 17-23 Jersey Road, Woollahra, identified as a draft group heritage 
item under Woollahra LEP 1995. Orama is also identified as draft heritage items under Woollahra LEP 
1995.  
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INFORMATION SOURCES 

Include conservation and/or management plans and other heritage studies. 
Type Author/Client Title Year Repository 
Written
Graphic/Oral 
History 
 

Name of author/artist/produced Title of the reference work 0000 Where a copy of the image can be 
examined. 

Written 
 

Kim Ketelbey, Design Plus 
Consultancy 

Assessment of Cultural 
Heritage Significance: 21 
Jersey Road, Woollahra 

2005 File 1064.G Part 58(1) 17-23 
Jersey Road, Woollahra LEP 
Amendment 58 WMC 

Written 
 

Graham Brooks and 
Associates Pty Ltd 

21 Jersey Road, Woollahra 
Heritage Impact Assessment 

2005 WMC property file 

 
 

    

 
 

    

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations 
 
 
 

Suggestions for conservation actions and/or future control, particularly where a threat may exist. 
Conservation Management Plan 

 
SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION 

To be completed if this form is part of a heritage study or report 
Name of study or 
report 
 

Name of heritage study, conservation plan, nomination, EIS, etc.  
Assessment of Cultural Heritage Significance: 21 Jersey Road, Woollahra 

Year of study 
or report 

2005 

Item number in 
study or report 

Location or number of this item in the above study. 
 

Author of study or 
report 

Name of company, consultancy, person who prepared the study. 

Inspected by 
 

Name/s of the person/s who carried out the on site assessment of the item. 

NSW Heritage Manual Guidelines used? 
 

Yes √ No  

This form 
completed by 

Name of person who completed this form. 
Susan O’Neill Strategic Heritage Officer WMC 

Date 
19 February, 2009 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

Jersey Road elevation of ‘Orama’ 

Image year 
 
 

2008 Image by WMC Image copyright 
holder 

WMC 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

front elevation of ‘Orama’ 

Image year 
 
 

2005 Image by WMC Image copyright 
holder 

WMC 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 

 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

rear elevation of ‘Orama’ 

Image year 
 
 

2008 Image by WMC Image copyright 
holder 

WMC 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 
 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

Interior, entry hall of ‘Orama’ 

Image year 
 
 

2005 Image by WMC Image copyright 
holder 

WMC 
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IMAGES - 1 per page 
 
Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

 ‘Orama’ 

Image year 
 
 

200 Image by  Image copyright 
holder 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Littlemore House 

Former name  

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex 
Built 

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
5 

Street 
Kilminster Lane 

Suburb 
Woollahra 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
2 

DP 
631693 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Stuart M & TA Littlemore (from Council sources) 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
Site of former factory 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

Reflecting an evolution of Murcutt’s pavilion planning, high-tech windows, steel, corrugated metal 
and climate modifying devices, the Littlemore House is an outstanding example of a Late 
Twentieth Century Modern style building containing features typical of the architect Glenn Murcutt, 
who is one of Australia’s most important and influential late 20th century architects, and who has 
been internationally acclaimed. Designed as a response to the strong typology of the terrace 
house form which is predominant in the local streetscape, the house is one of a small group of 
houses in the Woollahra area designed by Glenn Murcutt. 
 

Level of 
significance 

State 
Yes - Some 

Local 
Yes - High 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): Located within the Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area (West Woollahra Precinct) 
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: Yes 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 
 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Glenn Murcutt (from architect interview) 

Builder Ron Gattone Pty Ltd (from architect interview) 

Construction years  1983-1986 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys: 2 storeys plus lofts and basement garage 
Roof: Corrugated Zincalume roofing on metal purlins in gable form running the east-west length of 
the house and two curved roof forms separated by a garden courtyard facing the northern aspect. 
Box gutters project beyond the walls to feature downpipes. 
Walls: Rendered painted (cobalt blue and coral red) base with horizontal corrugated metal upper 
walls.  
Windows & Doors: Glass block and aluminium glazing assembly infills with chain timber venetian 
blinds of pale pink or natural timber louvres run in aluminium tracks. Metal framed front door. 
Perforated metal tilt door to garage. 
Form & Structure: North facing terrace/courtyard house hybrid with reference to local verandah 
forms and the backs of terraces suggested in the north elevation. Structure consists of part 
concrete floors, part steel and timber frame. 
Style or period: Late Twentieth Century Modern style 
Interiors: Not inspected; BA drawings not available. Published plans show ground floor consisting 
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of living/dining room, outdoor dining, and service spine containing kitchen. First floor contains 
three children’s bedrooms with lofts over, master bedroom, and bathroom. Finishes unknown. 
Contribution to streetscape: Makes a modest contribution to one of the less consistent 
streetscapes in the West Woollahra precinct (a laneway, lined with the rear elevations of 
properties fronting Ocean Street as well as a handful of cottages and modern buildings fronting the 
lane). Through its imposing height and near-flat walls close to the boundary, the house forms a 
strong and well-finished containment on one side of Elms Reserve.  
Landscaping: The site is adjacent and opens onto Elms Reserve and borrows its mature 
vegetation. The rear garden, surrounded by painted rendered masonry wall, contains ornamental 
Cypress Pines. A medium Jacaranda located in the centre courtyard adds to the quality of both the 
house and Elms Reserve. 

Physical condition In good order. 

Modification and  
dates 

No alterations documented or observed. 

Archaeological 
potential  

Due to the long period of European occupation of this site, it is likely that any archaeological 
potential for Aboriginal cultural material is minimal. 
There is little potential for archaeological remains relating only to the early 20th century use of the 
area as a factory, or earlier cultural remains, due to disturbance caused by construction of the 
subject building.  

Further comments 
 

Inspected externally only.  
 
Some of the plantings in Elms Reserve detract from the aesthetic value of the subject building and 
the locality. 
 
The building is a substantial component of a small group of residential designs by the architect, 
Glenn Murcutt, constructed in the eastern suburbs of Sydney. 
 
In the Littlemore House, Murcutt interpreted the typology of the traditional back of the terrace 
house form, a typology “you wouldn’t necessarily write home about,” in making an urban building 
which is relevant within the surrounding area. The Littlemore House was approved through a Land 
Environment Court case. Although representatives of Council were in support of the building, there 
were problems with taking the decision to allow a glazed wall to be built on the boundary, and so 
the design was referred to the Court. In the end, the Court approved Murcutt’s original design, and 
did not require it to be altered. Murcutt feels the design is successful, as evidenced by the 
increased use of Elms Reserve since the Littlemore House was constructed. Using the strong 
typology of the terrace house, and relating to that typology through the form of the house, the use 
of rendered walls, and metal roofs Murcutt created new architecture in strong relation to the local 
character: “It is trying to work within that community but not replication, and it is not a case of 
planning not to replicate because I want to be different, it is trying to understand today, because 
what I do today is history tomorrow… I think each of those houses represents…a way of thinking 
that is trying to make an architecture belonging to the time that we live in.” 

HISTORY 

Historical notes  
 

 

Pitt Bros. Furniture Manufacturers occupied the site from 1925, the first year Kilminster Lane was 
listed in the Sands Directory, at least until the cessation of the Sands Directory in 1933. In 1961, 
the site appears to have been used for a public utility, as a Building Application for that purpose 
was lodged in that year. 
By 1983, the present owners acquired the site and commissioned Glenn Murcutt to design a 
house. At the time of construction, the site was clear of any buildings.  
The commissioning client, Stuart Littlemore QC, a prominent barrister who is well-known to the 
public for presenting the television show ‘Media Watch’ between 1989 and 1998. 
The subject building was approved in the Land Environment Court after Council initially rejected 
the proposal because of a glazed wall situated on the boundary. The Land Environment Court 
assessor stated that the scheme was approved because Elms Reserve is a gazetted park. 
(Source: architect interview) 
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 Glenn Murcutt “After being born in London in 1936 when his parents were en route to the 

XIth Olympiad in Berlin, Glenn Murcutt spent his early childhood in the Upper Watut area of 
Papa New Guinea. In 1941, at the outset of the war in the Pacific, the family returned to 
Australia. Murcutt’s father subscribed to several architectural magazines and the young 
Glenn became acquainted with architects like Miles van de Rohe and Frank Lloyd Wright at 
a very early age. The teachings of Thoreau with his appreciation of nature and practical 
husbandry were also a fundamental ingredient of Murcutt’s early education. His architectural 
education was gained at the Sydney Technical College, from which he graduated in 1961. 
Some of his early experience was with Neil Gruzman, Allen & Jack, and Ancher, Mortlock, 
Murry & Woolley. Murcutt began his Sydney practice in 1969. He attributes his appreciation 
of nature, an ever present reference in his architecture, to the lessons of the bush learned 
from his father in his childhood. His houses, like the bush surrounding them, evidence the 
action of the sun, wind and rain and aim towards harmonious relationships with their sites, 
at the same time not disguising their synthetic nature. His response to the environment has 
made Murcutt famous for being able to express a specifically Australian architectural form, 
focused on light, space, movement, ventilation and sun control.” (Jahn, Graham, 1997, 
Sydney Architecture, Sydney: Watermark Press, p.229) 
In 1992, Glenn Murcutt was presented with the prestigious Alvar Aalto Award in Finland, 
adding to an impressive list of Australian awards which includes the Gold Medal from the 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects in 1992, ten Merit Awards, six Wilkinson Awards, and 
the Blacket award in 1977. (Drew, Philip, ‘Glenn Murcutt’ (extract), in Muriel Emanuel (ed.), 
Contemporary Architects, 1980, New York: St Martin’s Press, p.574.) 
In 1996, Murcutt was made an Officer of the Order of Australia for his “service to 
architecture as a designer of residential, commercial and public buildings inspired by the 
Australian landscape and Aboriginal culture.” (Awards and National Symbols Branch, 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. Awards List 1996.) 
In 2002, Murcutt was awarded the Pritzker Prize, one of the most prestigious international 
awards in architecture, awarded to a “living architect whose built work demonstrates a 
combination of those qualities of talent, vision and commitment, which has produced 
consistent and significant contributions to humanity and the built environment through the 
art of architecture.” (The Pritzker Architecture Prize, www.pritzkerprize.com.) He continues 
to work as a sole practitioner in Sydney, with commissions throughout the country. 
 
Glenn Murcutt has achieved an international status for his contribution to architecture in 
combining groups of Functionalist type pavilions with a great attention to climate control and 
the use of Australian iconic materials. 

From the above it is reasonable to say that Glenn Murcutt is one of Australia’s most important and 
influential late 20th century architects and has been internationally acclaimed. 

HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme Creative endeavour 
Local historical theme Contemporary housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The place reflects the late 20th century regeneration of the Woollahra area as a fashionable 
location for the residence of professional and business people in the late 20th century. The impact 
of this regeneration led to the gentrification of former factory uses, which is demonstrated in the 
history of this site, which made use of a former factory site in a small lane. 
 
The place is an example of a Land Environment Court case where a superior design was 
approved when contrary to the conventional standards for setbacks. 
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The place is associated with the commissioning client, Stuart Littlemore QC. Although a prominent 
member of the legal profession and a well-known television personality, Littlemore cannot be 
considered a person of particular historical note. 
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This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The place is closely associated with the architect, Glen Murcutt, who is one of Australia’s most 
important and influential late 20th century architects and has been internationally acclaimed. 
  
The building is one of a group of works by Glenn Murcutt, and forms part of the architect’s body of 
work.  
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of high significance at a local level. 
 
The place is an individual work by an architect of outstanding significance to 20th century 
architecture in Australia. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a state level.  
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
The building has a linear plan occupying a prominent site adjacent a reserve. The building is a 
strongly executed and intelligent urban design taking the terrace house form as its departure point, 
as evidenced in the use of two different roof forms. The building reflects an evolution of Murcutt’s 
pavilion planning, extending it to include two levels, and creating a spine to house the service 
areas, necessitated by the narrow site. The use of high-tech windows, steel, corrugated metal and 
climate modifying devices such as mechanised sun control/privacy louvres to the northern 
elevation are all features for which the architect Glenn Murcutt is highly regarded. Using this 
planning and climate/privacy control devices, Murcutt chose a surprising approach to the set back 
at the adjacent reserve. The building is an outstanding example of a Late Twentieth Century 
Modern style building, and is perhaps the best example of Glenn Murcutt’s architecture in 
Woollahra.  
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level. 
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
The significance of the place to the architectural community and within the body of Murcutt’s work 
is evidenced by its inclusion in two monographs on Murcutt’s work, Glenn Murcutt: a singular 
architecture practice, and Glenn Murcutt: works and projects, as well as its inclusion as a case 
study in Howard Tanner’s chapter ‘Glenn Murcutt: Houses in the Inner City,’ in Jennifer Hill (ed.), 
Take 3: The Double Dimension: Heritage & Innovation. The significance of the place to the 
architectural community and within the body of Murcutt’s work is also evidenced by its inclusion in 
Graham Jahn’s guide, Sydney Architecture.  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
As evidenced by its inclusion on the RAIA (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance, the place is held in high regard by NSW architects and others interested in Australian 
architecture. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 

Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The archaeological potential of the place is low (see above).  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a resource for the understanding of the architectural detailing of the architect, 
Glenn Murcutt.  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
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Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 

 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
N/A 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
As indicated above, the building is an outstanding example of Late Twentieth Century Modern 
style architecture.  
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 
The building is a very good example of the domestic architecture of Glenn Murcutt. 
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level. 
 

Integrity  The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
Even without internal inspection, the place retains sufficient aspects of its original design to make 
it significant.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  List as a heritage item on Woollahra LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 2 DP 631693. 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type 
Site 
Inspection 

Author/Client 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Title 
External site inspection 

Year 
2004 

Repository 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Interview Clive Lucas, Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Interview with Glenn Murcutt 2004 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Written Howard Tanner  ‘Glenn Murcutt: Houses in the 
Inner City’ in Jennifer Hill 
(ed.), Take 3: The Double 
Dimension: Heritage & 
Innovation 

2004 Canberra: Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects 

 Written  Ian McDougall ‘Glenn Murcutt 1992 RAIA 
Gold Medallist’  

Sep/Oct 
1992 

 Architecture Australia 

 Written  Graham Jahn Sydney Architecture 1997  Sydney: Watermark Press 

 Written Haig Beck and Jackie 
Cooper, eds. 

Glenn Murcutt: a singular 
architectural practice 

2002 Mulgrave VIC: Images Publishing 
Group 

 Written Francoise Fromonot Glenn Murcutt: works and 
projects 

2003 London: Thames & Hudson 

 Written   John Sands Sydney and 
Suburban Directory 

1924-
1933 

 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd (Ian Stapleton & Meg Quinlisk) 
 

2005 
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IMAGES 
Image caption  
 

View of Littlemore House from Kilminster Lane, looking northeast. 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty 
Ltd Pty Ltd 
 

Image caption  
 

North elevation looking over Elms Reserve including non-descript plantings adjacent house. 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty 
Ltd Pty Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

Tea Gardens Kiosk 

Former name Dressing Shed Building 

Item type Built 
 

Significant  
Area or Group 

 
 

Address 
 

Number 
8 

Street 
Marine Parade 

Suburb 
Watsons Bay 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
1699 

DP 
752 011 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Woollahra Council 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Kiosk/Tea Gardens 

Former 
 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The Tea Gardens Kiosk at 8 Marine Parade Watsons Bay demonstrates a high degree of historic 
significance as a local landmark building constructed around 1926. The operation of the Kiosk has 
long been associated with the Watsons Bay ocean pool located opposite on the other side of 
Marine Parade. The building demonstrates a moderate degree of historical associational 
significance as a built example of the work of the architect John Herbert Hurst. Whilst the building 
has undergone some minor modifications the design intent of the architect can still be clearly 
interpreted.  
 
The Tea Gardens Kiosk demonstrates a high degree of social significance at a local level through 
its ability to describe the type of development that was a response to the Tourism and Leisure 
opportunities afforded by the physical landscape of Watsons Bay. 
 
The site does not fulfil the criterion for any other values of cultural significance. 
 

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Study 

Other Noted as a contributory item within the 
Gibson’s Beach waterfront and Marine Parade 
South Precinct in the Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Area DCP 2003. 
 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer John Herbert Hurst, architect 

Builder Mr E.J Jones 

Construction years   1925-28 
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Physical 
Description 

The Kiosk building is a small single storey building facing the harbour constructed between 1925 
and 1928. The building is a simple version of the Inter War Spanish Mission style. The plan form of 
the building consists of a central block, containing a kitchen, serving counter and indoor seating 
with a wing on either side containing change rooms, one for men and one for women. Whilst the 
kitchens and toilet fitouts have been upgraded this appears to be the original form of the building. 
The building sits at the back of the property and has a lawned area in front allowing for garden 
seating. Archival photographs of the garden show stepped rockeries on the eastern boundary. 
These garden features remain today under a jumble of overgrown plants. A fence sits behind a 
garden bed along the street boundary of the property. The edge of the garden bed is made up of a 
row of sandstone blocks, some of which have been knocked out of position. The fence is a timber 
post and double rail arrangement with expanded mesh wire fixed between the lower members. 
The entry gates are made up of pipe rail, some decorative metalwork and more of the expanded 
metal wire mesh. It seems likely that the two gates are original elements, however the construction 
date of the fence has not been determined. 
 
The building is rendered and the hipped roof is clad in multicoloured terracotta tiles. The central 
block is characterised by three full height arched head windows across the façade and between 
each window is a ‘twisted candy cane’ pilaster, each has a capitol and is sitting on a small plinth. 
These decorative features are characteristic of the Inter War Spanish Mission style. The two end 
pilasters support timber flagpoles that are fixed to the wall and project through the roof structure. 
 
The external walls of the changing wings contain entry openings and a series of oversized 
ventilation louvres all around, just below the eaves line. The interior of the women’s change room 
is painted brickwork with the roof structure unlined exposing the underside of the roof tiles. The 
floor is concrete with mosaic tiles to the toilet cubicle area. This open space has been modified to 
accept a modern disabled access cubicle along side the smaller brick and tile toilet cubicles. One 
timber slat seat fixed to the wall appears to be the only remnant of the earlier changing room fit 
out. 
 
The finishes to the interior of the kiosk food preparation, serving and seating area have been 
modified over time to accommodate changing tastes and new proprietors, however the original 
volumes appear to have been retained. 
 
The kitchens and men’s change rooms were not inspected. 

Physical condition 
 

The Kiosk building appears to be in good condition. 

Modification and  
Dates 
 

1984 – BA 0631/84 – Alts & Adds (Retail) including new kitchen floor slab 
1987 – BA 1355/87 – Alts & Adds (Commercial) 
1992 – BA 0015/92 – Mech / vent air con – (Dwelling) 
Disabled assess was added in the early 1990's. 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

 
This site does not demonstrate any obvious archaeological potential. 

Further comments 
 

No original drawings available. 
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HISTORY 

Historical notes  
 
 

The Tea Gardens Kiosk Watsons Bay was built in 1927-28 to designs by architect, John Herbert 
Hurst, an alderman of Woollahra Council, and Mayor from late 1925 until the end of 1926.  The 
Kiosk was originally built as the dressing sheds for the newly constructed swimming baths, which 
replaced the earlier 1905 baths at Watsons Bay.  The cost of the dressing shed was claimed to 
have exceeded £2000. 
 
It is not clear when the dressing pavilion began to provide facilities for serving food, as lease 
documents covering the period 1928-1947, held at Woollahra Library's Local Collection, refer only 
to the baths plus dressing sheds and lavatory.  The final issue of the Sands Sydney Directory 
(1932/3) however, refers to the lessee of the baths, Mr Henry Atkinson, as proprietor of a 
"Refreshment Rooms" situated in Marine Parade Watsons Bay and apparently located in a 
position consistent with Council's dressing sheds.  A 1935 letter to Vaucluse Council dated 
December 1935 from Atkinson's successor Walter Merryweather, refers to his lease of the "baths 
and kiosk" however this wording is not reflected in Council's synopsis of his letter in the minutes, 
nor in future lease documents.   
 
The pavilion/tearoom underwent refurbishment in 1973 and again in 1987.  Disabled assess was 
added in the early 1990's. 
 
John Herbert Hurst, architect and soldier, was born in London in 1869.  He migrated with his family 
to Western Australia 1887 where he initially joined his father as a builder and contractor before 
turning to architecture. Although he does not seem to have gained formal qualifications he worked 
with his brother-in-law (Sir) J. Talbot Hobbs.  Hurst enlisted in the armed forces in 1899 beginning 
a distinguished career which lasted through to the end of the first world war.  After the war he was 
appointed lieutenant-colonel, Australian Military Force, and chief instructor at the school of 
Artillery, Sydney, from May 1921 to August 1922 when he was placed on the unattached list. He 
then returned to architecture, being registered by the Board of Architects in Sydney in 1922; he 
became a long time secretary and councillor of the Royal Australian Institute of Architects. He died 
in 1953 at his home in Vaucluse. 
 

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Towns, Suburbs and Villages 

Leisure 
 

Local historical theme Tourism  

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The Tea Gardens Kiosk demonstrates a high degree of historic significance as a local landmark 
building. The operation of the Kiosk has been closely associated with the Watsons Bay ocean 
pool, located on the other side of the Marine Parade, since the current pool was constructed 
during the mid 1920’s. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The Kiosk building demonstrates a moderate degree of historical associational significance as a 
built example of the work of the architect John Herbert Hurst. Whilst the building has undergone 
some minor modifications the design intent of the architect can still be clearly interpreted.  
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Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
 

This small building does not demonstrate any aspects of creative or technical achievement in the 
Woollahra area, and as such does not fulfil the criteria for listing at any level of aesthetic 
significance. 
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
The Tea Gardens Kiosk demonstrates a high degree of social significance at a local level through 
its ability to describe the type of development that was a response to the Tourism and Leisure 
opportunities afforded by the physical landscape of Watsons Bay. 
 
 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The Tea Gardens Kiosk does not yield any information that is new or is of a particularly high 
quality. The construction methods employed are typical and as such do not fulfil the criteria for 
listing in this category. 
 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 

 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
 

This site does not possess any aspects that fulfil the criteria for listing as rare or unusual.  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
The Kiosk building is a representative example of the style incorporating design idioms common to 
the period. 
 

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The building appears to be substantially intact. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

It is recommended that the building and its grounds be listed as an individual heritage item in the 
Watsons Bay Heritage Conservation Area. 

It is recommended that council provide development guidelines that will conserve the scale and 
setting of the building. 

It is recommended that any potential modifications to the open garden setting of the Kiosk be 
carried out using appropriate materials and in a manner characteristic of the architectural style of 
the building. Some form of lightweight timber structure may be acceptable, however any proposal 
must be assessed against the significance and style of the Kiosk building. 

It is recommended that any alterations to the fence be carried out in a manner appropriate to the 
architectural character of the building on the site. It is not appropriate to exceed the current height 
of the fence, however there are various acceptable options for fencing the site. 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  
Research 
 
 
Standard 
Reference 

Author/Client 
Jane Britten 
Local History Librarian 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Melbourne University 
Press 

Title 
Watsons Bay Baths - Kiosk 
and Dressing Shed Building 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Australian Dictionary of Biography-
John Herbert Hurst 

Year 
2004 
 
 
 

Repository 
Woollahra Local Studies Library 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Noel Bell Ridley Smith & Partners Architects 
 

2004 
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IMAGES 
Image Caption  
 

Tea Gardens Kiosk – view from Marine Parade. 
 

 

 
 
Image Year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Noel Bell Ridley Smith & Partners 
Architects 

 



 

Woollahra 2004  heritage inventory  
Based on the NSW Heritage Office State Heritage Inventory sheet 
 

ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Masterman House 

Former name N/A 

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/Complex 
Built 
 

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
20 

Street 
Milton Avenue 

Suburb 
Woollahra 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
1 

DP 
616097 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Mr & Mrs George Masterman 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
Residence 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 

The Masterman house is a very good example of Brutalist style architecture, and exhibits a well-
resolved and interesting interplay of geometry and volumetric space, which have been interests of 
the architect throughout his career. The building is a good example of the domestic designs of 
Michael Dysart, who is a notable Sydney architect of the mid and late 20th century.  

Level of 
significance 

State  
No 

Local 
Yes - Moderate 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): No  
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: No 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Michael Dysart 

Builder Habitat Pty. Ltd. (from architect interview) 

Construction years  1970-1971 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys:  2 
Roof:  Galvanised steel tray. 
Walls: Bagged brickwork, painted. 
Windows & Doors: Bronze anodised aluminium windows and frameless double-hung glass 
sashes, flush timber doors extending floor to ceiling, high gloss painted finish. 
Form & Structure: Two level, rectilinear, flat roofed form with deeply recessed windows, with 
brickwork fin walls on east and west sides and strong curved brickwork projections on north and 
south sides. Concrete ground and first floor structures, supported on load bearing brickwork and 
timber framed roof supporting box gutters behind brickwork parapets.  
Style or period:  Brutalist style with Sydney School influences 
Interiors: Ground floor consists of carport, lobby, study, living, dining, hall, kitchen and pantry, 
family room, laundry, plant room, bathroom and stair. Finishes are riven slate, painted bagged 
brickwork and silver ash boarded timber ceilings. First floor consists of stair, gallery, master 
bedroom, dressing 1, dressing 2, bathroom 1, void to ground floor, guest, first floor terrace, 
bedroom 2, bedroom 3, playroom, bathroom 2 and WC. Finishes are carpet, painted bagged 
brickwork and silver ash boarded ceilings. Planning of both floors is strongly axial with rooms 
leading off the hallway/gallery spine of the building. The stairwell and void over part of the living 
space provide strong spatial connection between the two levels. 
Contribution to streetscape: The building makes a powerful contribution to the streetscape by 
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terminating a vista looking east along Milton Avenue with the building’s entry composition, which 
includes curved brickwork garden wall, dramatic brick fin wall adjacent the entry and the curved 
form of the stairwell. The building is framed by a very large Blackbean tree, located on the eastern 
boundary.  
Landscaping: The building occupies a large proportion of its site and was set between two 
existing trees: the Blackbean (see above) and a large Camphor Laurel located at the north east 
corner of the site. Other landscape features include substantial dry-laid sandstone wall along the 
southern boundary, designed by landscape architect Bruce McKenzie (Catherine Bull), and 
rainforest species trees along the eastern boundary. The site adjoins Harbour View Park, which 
appears to be part of the garden of the house.  

Physical condition The building is in very good order. The brick paved entry court and carport is in remarkably good 
order. 

Modification and  
dates 
 

The building is in near original condition. Original changes to the original approved plans include: 
introduction of a doorway to the first floor gallery to the east of the stair; doors on first floor to WC 
and bathroom 2 open out and additional recess in wall adjacent to fire place in sitting room. 
Subsequent modifications are few, and include: replacement of hot plates and stove and cupboard 
finishes (black laminex) in the kitchen.  

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Due to the long period of European occupation of this site, it is likely that any archaeological 
potential for Aboriginal cultural material is minimal. 
Michael Dysart advises that the site was vacant prior to construction of the subject building. Site 
inspection indicates substantial cut and fill north-south across the site, making the southern half of 
the site largely disturbed and the northern half of the site covered by fill. The place is therefore 
unlikely to contain archaeological potential, due to its location and disturbance during construction 
of the subject building. 
 

Further comments 
 

The building is a moderate sized house and presents as a very resolved and compete work of 
architecture. The building’s design concept is to place service rooms to the south and living rooms 
to the north of the hallway/gallery on ground and first floors; dividing the living room/master 
bedroom areas from the other spaces by a two level glazed void, which lights the centre of the 
house. The architect describes the design as “very defensive”, in that the northerly windows are 
set into deep brickwork reveals, to prevent oblique views into the house available at the time of 
construction when the site was very exposed to view from the north. The composition of solids and 
voids in east, north and west elevations combined with the projecting curved bays and deep 
splayed brickwork sills give the building a strong Brutalist style character which is considerably 
softened by the character of its bagged painted brickwork walls. The large Blackbean tree on the 
western boundary and large Camphor Laurel tree on the eastern boundary are important to the 
building’s environment and character, as their growth has improved the aesthetic quality of the 
house.  
 
When asked about the place of the Masterman House within his architectural career, Michael 
Dysart said, “It fits in pretty well actually. It is not part of any continuum, but I think it is again part 
of the exploration of a glimpse of space and contextually as well. And again, I suppose my pre-
occupation with geometric line of things and, to use a buzz word, tectonics…I think it fits in well.  
That’s not being too definitive…I can’t give you an exact answer for that question.”  
 
Michael Dysart noted particularly the successful creation of private space and his use of deep 
reveals, which were also a feature in other, larger public buildings he was designing at the same 
time, such as Taree Technical College: “I have always been doing houses, doing multiple scales 
or contrasting scales of buildings and I find…the idea of doing houses, which are an instant 
response to my own idea, whereas with larger buildings, you can wait eight or ten years for its 
gestation…the interesting thing is that often the innovation that you have done on the houses has 
an impact on the larger properties as well, and vice versa, so in fact it’s really helped the 
interaction…There was interaction [between the Taree Technical College and the Masterman 
House], there was climbing backwards and forwards.  So they had an impact - it wasn’t in isolation 
put it that way.” 
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HISTORY 

Historical notes  
 

 

The house is situated on land which was part of the Point Piper Estate, and was resubdivided from 
a neighbouring property in 1958. 
 
The commissioning client, George Masterman QC, is noted for his role as the NSW Ombudsman 
between 1981 and 1987. Masterman commissioned Michael Dysart to design the house following 
a court case involving Dysart in which Masterman was the barrister.  
 

“Michael Dysart, a University of Sydney graduate in 1958, worked in the Government 
Architect’s Office until 1968, a time of turbulent change and expansion. During that period 
he was responsible for various programs including the Secondary School Wyndham 
scheme, a crash program to build some 43 high schools in three years. One of the schools 
was highly commended in the 1967 Sulman Award. Taree Technical College received the 
Blackett Award in 1965. He commenced private practice in 1968 and was involved in project 
housing for a number of companies, receiving numerous HIA awards and his design for 
Program Building won the Project House Award in 1969. His interest in project housing led 
to innovative housing cooperatives in Sydney and Canberra, one of which received the CS 
Daley Medal in 1977 and subsequently received the RAIA Twenty-Five Year Award. He has 
designed numerous private houses including the Masterman House in Woollahra in 1969 – 
an interesting example of 20th century modernism. Over the years he has designed public 
buildings including the Polish Millennium Church at Marayong in 1964, Stewart House, Curl 
Curl, 1969, and townhouses for the Housing Commission in Woolloomooloo, 1977. His 
practice expanded in the 1980s and he designed a number of hotels, including the Regent 
Hotel in Sydney and the Hilton Hotel in Cairns and other commercial buildings in New South 
Wales and Queensland.” (Michael Dysart, Abbreviated CV, provided by the architect.) 
 
Michael Dysart, over a long career, produced many innovative and interesting works and 
was an early exponent of both the Sydney School and Brutalism. He is particularly noted for 
his bold, geometric, Brutalist approach to commercial buildings. 
From the above it is reasonable to say that Michael Dysart is a notable Sydney architect of 
the mid and late 20th century. 

HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme N/A 
Local historical theme Contemporary housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The place reflects the continued popularity of the Woollahra area in the mid to late 20th century as 
a fashionable location for the residence of professional and business people.  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The place is associated with the commissioning client, George Masterman QC. Although a 
prominent member of the legal profession, Masterman cannot be considered a person of particular 
historical note. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The place is associated with Michael Dysart, who is a notable Sydney architect of the mid and late 
20th century. 
  
The building is one of a group of works by Michael Dysart, and forms part of the architect’s body of 
work.  
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of moderate significance at a local level. 
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Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
Exhibiting elements such as bold semi-cylindrical volumetric stairwell, and slot windows set in 
deep splayed reveals, the building is a very good, well-resolved example of the Brutalist style, 
which also demonstrates the background of the architect Michael Dysart in the Sydney School 
style (seen primarily here in the use of painted, bagged brickwork walls), all contributing to a very 
good example of late 20th century modern architecture.  
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a local level. 
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
N/A 
 

Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The archaeological potential of the place is low (see above).  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The place contains two interesting examples of 20th century building technology: the use of 
crezon (high durability plywood) in the first floor window heads and double hung frameless glass 
window sashes. The building is a resource for understanding the detailing of the architect, Michael 
Dysart. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 

 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
N/A 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
As indicated above, the building is a very good example of Brutalist style domestic architecture. 
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a good example of the domestic architecture of Michael Dysart. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of moderate significance 
at a local level. 
 

Integrity  The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The place retains all of the aspects which made and make it significant.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  List as heritage item on Woollahra LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 1 DP 616097. 

 
INFORMATION SOURCES 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Name of Item 
 

Current name of the item. 
Temple Emanuel 

Other Name/s 
Former Name/s 

Previous names or common names. 
- 

Item type 
(if known) 

Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex. 
Built 

Item group 
(if known) 

 
Temple Emanuel Synagogue Complex 

Item category 
(if known) 

 
 

Area, Group, or 
Collection Name 

Name of the area, group or collection to which the item belongs. 

Street number 
 

Street number OR distance from nearest town if non-urban. 
7 

Street name 
 

Street name OR direction from nearest town if non-urban. 
Ocean St 

Suburb/town 
 

Provide suburb, town or nearest town. 
Woollahra 

Postcode 
2025 

 

Local Government 
Area 

Local government area/s. 
Woollahra 

Property 
description 

Folio identifier for sites (Lot & DP) 
Lot 8, DP 18228; Lots 1, 3, 4 DP 189813; Lot 1 DP 206058 

Owner 
 

Name of owner if government or “Private” if in private ownership. 
Temple Emanuel Congregation 

Current use 
 

Current use of the item - be brief. 
Synagogue 

Former Use 
 

Former major uses of the item including the original use - be brief. 
Liberal Synagogue 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The statement of significance should set out the degree and nature of the significance of the item.  
This section should be completed after the assessment and evaluation of historical, aesthetic, social and/or technical/research 
significance on page 4. Repetition of descriptive and factual information already given in the analysis should be avoided. Where 
an item is a group or complex, separate individual assessments of component parts should be completed, including reference to 
the main item in the Area/Group/Collection name field. 
 
Temple Emanuel is of high historical significance as the first of only two Liberal Synagogues 
established in Sydney.  The synagogue was constructed in 1941, during WWII and as such 
demonstrates a strong determination within the Jewish community during a period when materials, 
supply and labour were constrained.  The site has continuously been used for Jewish worship and to 
service the Jewish community in the eastern suburbs since 1941. 
 
The Synagogue, designed by Samuel Lipson is of high cultural significance as an outstanding example 
of his work and a rare example of his use of this style, as Lipson is associated with the Inter-War 
Functionalist and Art Deco style of architecture. The Neuweg Synagogue, designed by Aaron Bolot, 
who was a member of the Temple Emanuel congregation, is of cultural significance as an 
accomplished example of his work. Temple Emanuel is also associated with a number of mid-twentieth 
century Sydney Jewish community members who were instrumental in the establishment of the 
synagogue. 
 
Temple Emanuel is of high aesthetic significance as a distinguished work of architecture, 
characterised by its formality, dignity, classical influences and pleasing proportions.  The composition 
of the forecourt entry to the site is a successful public space and creates a sense of occasion.  Temple 
Emanuel is part of a cohesive group of Inter-War buildings in the vicinity. 
 
Temple Emanuel is of high social significance for its association with the Liberal Jewish congregation 
and because it has continuously served as a place of worship and instruction since 1941. 

Level of 
Significance 

 
State  

 
Local √ 
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DESCRIPTION 
Designer 
 

Name of the principal designer of the item, this may be an individual and/or company name. 
Samuel Lipson, Aaron Bolot 

Builder/ maker 
 

Name of the builder or maker of the item, this may be an individual and/or company name.  
A.W. Edwards Pty Ltd 

Physical 
Description 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe the item’s main physical features, including surroundings and contents.   
The main focus of the site is the Synagogue, designed by Samuel Lipson and constructed in 1941.  It 
is a two storey, face brick modern Inter-War Stripped Classical styled religious building, featuring a 
high parapeted façade offset by a tower feature.  The Temple is set well back from the Ocean Street 
entry to create a dramatic backdrop and dominate the substantial forecourt it creates between the 
street and the main façade.  Running along the northern edge of the forecourt and fronting Ocean 
Street is the former chapel, known as the Neuweg Synagogue, designed by Aaron Bolot and 
constructed in 1966.  The Neuweg Synagogue, which is appropriately deferential to the Temple, is an 
accomplished work of architecture.  The composition of the forecourt, the principal façade of the 
Temple and the Neuweg Synagogue is a striking feature of the place and immediately creates a sense 
of occasion when the site is entered from Ocean Street.  Following the completion of the Temple, the 
forecourt was landscaped with trees, lawns and twin flagged paths led to through the forecourt 
towards the Temple.  There were entrance gates of wrought iron designed to be in keeping with the 
Temple.  By 1958, the Memorial Garden was completed including providing shade trees.  The 
forecourt is now paved and used for parking, with a small garden running along the southern side of 
the Neuweg Synagogue and mature Cypress Pine Trees distinguish the southern boundary. 
 
The principal façade of the Temple is a dignified and dramatic modern composition, with a projecting 
tower feature on the southern side.  The building is faced with salmon tinted bricks, with a slight 
texture, portion laid in stretcher bond and portion with two stretchers and a header in each course.  At 
intervals in the latter, headers are embossed with symbolic patterns. [Decoration and Glass Nov 1941 p10] 
Placed on the front elevation and above the main entrance doors, are moulded decorative cement 
panels showing religious motifs in low relief. The floor level of the Synagogue is raised above ground 
level to create a podium, articulating the sacred realm of the platform, separate from the secular world 
below.  The raised foyer is entered via a wide set of stairs, paved with sawn sandstone, which are the 
device used to mark the transition from the forecourt to the main entrance porch.  The entry to the 
Synagogue is via three pairs of entry doors, constructed of Queensland maple, with a vertical panel of 
amber tinted, figured rolled glass offset in each door.  Each pair of doors is deeply recessed between 
brick piers, splayed in plan, and the recess extends vertically to a reinforced concrete hood, with 
fanlights over each pair of doors.  The vertical emphasis of the entry detail and the repetition of the 
three sets of doors denote the public nature of the building and the classically inspired composition of 
the entry is both striking and inviting.   
 
The large vestibule is the full width of the porch and retains a high degree of original and early fabric.  
Details include the decorative fibrous plaster ceiling with its series of symbols in low relief which has 
been refurbished and fibrous plaster domes accommodating the light fittings.  The walls are lined in a 
wainscot of Queensland walnut.  The floor was originally covered in asphalte tiles in four colours, 
arranged in a geometrical pattern and these have since been replaced and the pattern reinterpreted in 
the new covering. Two sets of double doors access the two aisles of the auditorium.  There is a stair to 
one side to the gallery and a passage with a minor entry from the side elevation now accessing a later 
addition.  Male and female toilets are accessed from the vestibule, as is a front office used by the 
Rabbi and cloak room under the stair.  Alterations were made to the Vestibule in 2002. 
 
The auditorium is the focus of the building, with an internal floor to ceiling height of almost 30 feet 
(10m).  It is a grand space, with three tall stained glass windows, each individually designed, glazed 
with figured, rolled glass on either side of the space and the Star of David within a square memorial 
window at the base.  The auditorium was designed to seat 500 people in pews of Queensland Maple.  
The floor ramps slightly leading to the dias. The ark, pulpit, reading desk and altar are finished in New 
Guinea Walnut. Originally, the Rabbi’s room and toilet were located behind the dias. However, a later 
addition to the Synagogue by Samuel Lipson changed the configuration behind the dias to create a 
flexible additional space that can be combined with the auditorium when required.  The walls are 
rendered, with a fibrous plaster canopy in the ceiling to enhance the acoustics within the auditorium.  
The colour scheme within the auditorium incorporates the natural finish of the timbers and veneers. 
The walls and ceiling are painted in a light umber colour and the carpet is a deep blue.  Natural light 
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filters in through the stained glass and figured rolled glass windows.  The artificial lighting of the 
interior incorporated concave glass discs which ensure the casting of an even light without shadows.   
 
The roof is framed with steel trusses and tiled.  Parapet brick walls conceal box gutters. The main 
suppliers of building materials were Wunderlich Ltd for bricks, tiles and metal letters, Art Plasto Co for 
fibrous plaster wall and ceiling linings, Arnold & Sons Pty Ltd for sawn stone steps, paving and 
thresholds, Dunlop Perdrau Rubber Co Ltd for rubber flooring, AGE for electrical fittings and Australian 
Window Glass Pty Ltd for the ‘Insulux’ glass bricks. 
 
The Synagogue was extended in 1954 to the east and south to a design by Samuel Lipson.  The 
additions included enlarging the auditorium on the ground floor, with movable screens between the 
original auditorium and the extended space to enable the two spaces to be divided.  When one large 
space is required, the dias is movable.  The original choir balcony, over the dias, on the first floor was 
retained and new classrooms were constructed over the extended auditorium.  The balcony over the 
original vestibule was altered and new stairs and ancillary rooms were added to the southern side of 
the original building and the vestibule tiles were replaced.  The alterations and additions to the 
Synagogue, although designed by Samuel Lipson, are inferior to the original building. The materials 
are of lesser quality and the form is not as well articulated. 
 
The siting and form of the Neuweg Synagogue is a particularly thoughtful and sensitive response to 
the layout of the site, defining the external forecourt space by providing its northern wall, proportions 
and focus on the principal façade of the 1941 Synagogue.  The position of the Neuweg Synagogue 
and its original entry from Ocean Street responds to the established built alignment along the eastern 
side of Ocean Street, further emphasising the forecourt, as an opening in the built edge of the street. 
 
The 1966 Neuweg Synagogue also uses Jewish symbols as decorative elements, including the 
intricately detailed modern stained glass windows.  The building is constructed from parapeted 
textured face bricks, with four sets of double arched stain glass windows over precast cement panels 
(south only, as this façade faces the forecourt) between brick piers to the northern and southern 
facades.  The brickwork extends to a brick on edge coping at the top of the parapet wall, concealing 
the speeddeck roofing on timber framing,  The brickwork, awning and door details derive from the 
earlier Lipson work.  The original entrance porch, no longer in use, fronts Ocean Street and has two 
feature panels of three inch sawn sandstone facing and a precast cement scroll over a set of timber 
entry doors.  The auditorium, in quite a different style to the exterior of the Chapel, features precast 
cement columns supporting three arches, plywood panelling, Quennsland maple pews and polished 
timber floors.  The dias is carpeted and the ark, located on the eastern wall, is faced in plywood 
panelling between fixed plate glass. 
 
The site is a battle axe block and extends to the south of the synagogue, behind three properties 
fronting Ocean Street, each containing Inter-War apartment blocks.  This main body of the site is 
surrounded by properties and contains later buildings and extensions to the 1941 Synagogue building 
associated with the evolving services provided to the community, such as the kindergarten.  The site 
extends eastward to Woods Avenue, which provides a pedestrian entry to the rear of the site and 
contains a semi-detached Victorian villa and an established Morton Bay Fig tree, both listed as 
Heritage Items, Schedule 3 WLEP.   
 
To the north, the site extends past the rear of the Neuweg Synagogue, with a lot fronting Kilminster 
Lane and containing an extension to the 1941 Synagogue building, designed by Bolot and constructed 
in 1966 to accommodate administration, offices and meeting rooms.  This facility is now inadequate for 
the needs of the Synagogue.  The administration building was an expedient and less sympathetic 
addition to the 1941 Synagogue and is not architecturally significant.  The kindergarten was 
constructed in 1954 to facilitate the continued use of Temple Emanuel by the community.  It is not of 
contributory value to the identified heritage significance of the site. 

Physical condition 
and Archaeological 
potential 

Brief description of the physical condition (excellent, good, fair, poor) or archaeological potential (high, medium or low).   Note 
that evaluation of the integrity and/or authenticity of the item is carried out as part of the assessment process on page 4. 
The buildings are generally in excellent or good condition.  Archaeological potential is low. 

Construction years 
 

Start year 
1941 

 Finish year  Circa  
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Modifications and 
dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

List all significant modifications and relevant dates with a brief description including the level of intrusion (considerable, some, 
little or none). 
 
1954 Additions to the Synagogue, kindergarten building constructed 
1966 Neuweg Synagogue constructed, administrative block addition constructed 
1967 Redecoration of the Synagogue and John Owen Klippel Memorial Hall, interior lining panelled 
and a public address system installed. 
2002 Alterations to the vestibule of the 1941 Synagogue, including replacing floor coverings, 
refurbishment of doors and windows, upgrading of emergency signage, refurbishment of ceilings and 
lights, removal of wall and doorway to hall and refurbishment of timber panelling. 
In addition, numerous alterations and additions have been made to the site over the years, as well as 
purchasing additional properties to amalgamate with the existing site. 

Further comments 
 
 
 

Any further information relevant to the significance of the item.  
This can also be in the form of an attachment. 
Further research and analysis undertaken during the preparation of the Conservation Management 
Plan will contribute to an understanding of the place. 

HISTORY 
Historical notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provide a brief history here.  Identify significant people, places and dates associated with the item. 
Also include provenance information (movable or collection items) includes the location, operational environment, and/or 
environmental context of the item.  List events, including dates, relevant to the significance of the item. This can also 
be in the form of an attachment if there is insufficient space.  These historical notes should include the author, 
date and position (page, reel, negative number etc) of the reference source, and the full reference information 
should be entered into the Information Sources table on page 5. 
The Temple Emanuel Liberal Synagogue congregation was established in 1938 and was a local 
branch of the World Union for Progressive Judaism of London.  For the first few years, the Liberal 
Jewish Congregation of Sydney met and held services at a number of locations within the City of 
Sydney and in March 1940, an appeal was launched for funds with which to purchase land and 
construct a purpose built synagogue.   
 
In April, 1940, the battleaxe property at Ocean Street was purchased.  The property had been part of 
the former rear garden of Coreen College, which fronts Wallis Street.  Samuel Lipson was appointed 
Honorary Architect for the proposed building and G.S. Keesing (Copeman, Lemont and Keesing 
Architects) was appointed Honorary Consulting Architect.  It is not known what contribution was made 
by G.S. Keesing in the briefing or design of the Synagogue. 
 
Although Australia was at war, it was decided to construct the Temple as soon as practicable, given 
the extraordinary large numbers of worshippers attending services held throughout 1939.  Lipson 
provided a complete scheme for a synagogue, schoolrooms and social hall.  However, in view of the 
wartime emergency, only the synagogue was proceeded with and on a slightly restrained scale. 
 
The inaugural dedication service for the Synagogue was held in August 1941.  The building was set 
back from the main street frontage of Ocean Street, with the foreground landscaped with trees, lawns 
and twin flagged paths.  Entrance gates of wrought iron were also erected on the street frontage.  
Lipson noted this ‘spacious approach and the beautiful setting in what will ultimately be a very fine 
garden’. 
 
In 1954, the Synagogue was reworked by Lipson and enlarged to include the John Own Memorial 
Hall, which served as the Temple Religion School.  The Memorial Garden was completed in 1958 and 
is located in the forecourt along the southern side of the Neuweg Synagogue.  The Gerald de Vahl 
Davis Education Centre was completed in 1962 and is used as the kindergarten during the week and 
the religious school on weekends.   
 
In 1966, the Neuweg Memorial Chapel was constructed on the northern side of the main forecourt, 
designed by Aaron M. Bolot, a member of the Temple Emanuel congregation.  The administration 
extension to the 1941 Synagogue was also designed by Bolot and constructed in the same year, 1966 
and provided additional space for offices, schoolroom accommodation and the bridal room for 
weddings.  [Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd, Temple Emanuel Heritage Assessment and 
Impact Statement, 30 June 1999 p3-6] 
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THEMES 
State 
historical theme 
(if known) 

Most applicable Heritage Office historic theme. 
Religion - Activities associated with particular systems of faith and worship 
Ethnic influences - Activities associated with common cultural traditions and peoples of shared descent, and 
with exchanges between such traditions and peoples. 
Creative Endeavour - Activities associated with the production and performance of literary, artistic, architectural 
and other imaginative, interpretive or inventive works; and/or associated with the production and expression of 
cultural phenomena; and/or environments that have inspired such creative activities. 

APPLICATION OF CRITERIA 
 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criteria (a) 
 
 
 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history 
 
Temple Emanuel is the first Liberal Synagogue congregation established in New South Wales.  The 
Temple Emanuel Synagogue was the first purpose built premises constructed by the congregation and 
was the direct expression of community needs in response to the atrocities of WWII felt, worldwide by 
the Jewish community.   
 
Being constructed during the early 1940s demonstrates the strength of purpose of the congregation, 
considering the constraints on materials and labour supply at the time.  The only major buildings 
commenced and completed during the early 1940s related directly to the military or the injured. [Jahn 
p145] 
 
Temple Emanuel is of high significance within this criterion. 

 
Historical 
association 
significance 
SHR Criteria (b) 
 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of importance in Woollahra’s 
cultural or natural history. 
 
The 1941 Synagogue is an accomplished item within the body of work by the architect Samuel Lipson.  
The Neuweg Synagogue is an example of the work of Aaron M. Bolot. Both are recognised as 
outstanding 20th century Australian architects. 
 
Samuel Lipson (1901-1995) was born in Scotland, to Lithuanian Jewish parents, trained at Glasgow 
School of Arts and in 1918 was employed as an articled student by Honeyman & Keppie, the same 
firm Charles Rennie Mackintosh had entered 20 years previously.  Lipson was particularly impressed 
by the Modern School of Dutch Architecture and the work of Dudok. [Jahn, Graham 1997 Sydney 
Architecture p226]  Arriving in Sydney in 1925, Lipson worked for the Sydney Branch of the Department 
of Works, with Leslie Wilkinson on the School of Tropical Medicine at Sydney University and the 
MacMaster School of Veterinary Science.  Lipson’s most important work in the early stage of his 
career was the remodelling of the Head Office of the Commonwealth Bank in Martin Place, a 
sumptuous Beaux-Arts building of immense civic presence. Internally it is detailed in a lavish neo-
classical style. [Jahn, Graham 1997 Sydney Architecture p226, 117]  In the mid-1930s, Lipson joined with 
Peter Kaad to form Lipson & Kaad Architects and together they formed one of the most fashionable 
practices of the Inter-War period, producing such buildings as the Hastings Deering Car Service 
Station (1937) and the Hoffnung Building (1938).  Many of the works of this period were photographed 
by Max Dupain, a personal friend of Lipson. 
 
Aaron M. Bolot (1900-1989) was a contemporary of Samuel Lipson.  He was born in Crimea of 
Russian Jewish parentage and the family emigrated from Vladivostock to Australia in 1911.  He was 
the recipient of the Queensland Institute of Architects Gold Medal, upon graduation from Brisbane’s 
Central Technical College in 1926.  Bolot moved to Sydney in the 1930s and set up a private practice 
and occasionally worked on a freelance basis, including working for Walter Burley Griffin for a 6 month 
period, during which time he worked on the design of the Pyrmont and Willoughby Incinerators.  He 
designed the apartment blocks Hillside, 412 Edgecliff Rd, Woollahra built in 1936 (with E.C. Pitt) and 
17 Wylde Street, Potts Point built 1948-50 both are local heritage items and considered landmark 
buildings.  He designed a number of theatres, including the Randwick Ritz.  Bolot was important in the 
dissemination of new ‘modern’ ideas in architecture.  He was actively involved in the Jewish 
community and he spent 30 years on the Board of the Montefiore Home.  He was on the Board of the 
friends of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and was a member of the Temple Emanuel 
congregation. 
 
Temple Emanuel is associated with a number of mid-twentieth century Sydney Jewish community 
members, who were instrumental in establishing a Liberal Synagogue in Sydney. [Clive Lucas Stapleton 
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Partners] 
 
Temple Emanuel is of moderate significance within this criterion. 

 
Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criteria (c) 
 
 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical achievement in 
Woollahra. 
 
The building represents one of the finest works by the recognised 20th century architect Samuel 
Lipson.  The style of the Synagogue is characterised by its formality, the division of the principal 
facade into vertical bays indicating classical origins and its symmetrical massing which creates a 
fundamentally classical composition and dignity.  The principal façade is subtly decorated.  For 
example, the use of bespoke modelled bricks, containing Jewish symbols, not readily noticeable until 
closer inspection, giving the façade and building a layering of detail and meaning.  The design is 
distinguished by its use of natural materials, exemplifying a concern for their intrinsic structural 
expressiveness, intricate detailing and craftsmanship. Internally the Synagogue is an example of 
excellent design and workmanship. 
 
The forecourt entry to the site with its strong composition of textured brick buildings and trees is a very 
successful architectural forecourt. The composition of the forecourt, the entry façade of the 1941 
Synagogue and the Neuweg Synagogue is a striking feature of the place and immediately creates a 
sense of occasion when the site is entered from Ocean Street. 
 
Temple Emanuel is part of a cohesive group of Inter-War buildings on Ocean Street and Wallis Street, 
which are comparable in scale and choice of materials. 
 
Temple Emanuel is of high significance within this criterion. 

 
Social significance 
SHR criteria (d) 
 
 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, cultural or 
spiritual reasons. 
 
Temple Emanuel is associated with the Liberal Jewish Congregation in Sydney and has continuously 
served as a place of worship and instruction since completion in 1941.  The place includes many 
memorials to this effect. [Clive Lucas Stapleton & Partners 1999] 
 
Temple Emanuel is of high significance within this criterion. 

 
Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criteria (e) 
 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The building has been constructed to traditional techniques and materials for the period  However, the 
excellent workmanship and bespoke design of individual elements may have some value in yielding 
further information on techniques. 
 
Temple Emanuel is not of significance within this criterion. 

 
Rarity 
SHR criteria (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
Temple Emanuel is an example of originality of decoration and excellence of craftsmanship of the 
original 1941 Synagogue and, to a lesser extent, the 1966 Neuweg Synagogue. 
 
The 1941 Synagogue is a surviving and intact example of the work of Samuel Lipson. It is designed in 
a style that can be described as Inter-War Stripped Classical.  It is certainly influenced by the Classical 
tradition, as well as the Modern Dutch use of moulded face brick, particularly the work of the Dutch 
architect, Dudok.  However, it is a rare example of the style within Lipson’s body of work, as he is most 
often associated with the Inter-War Functionalist Style and Art Deco Style of architecture. 
 
Temple Emanuel is of moderate significance within this criterion. 

 
Representativeness  
SHR criteria (g) 
 
 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural places or cultural 
or natural environments.  
Temple Emanuel is representative of and embodies and demonstrates the development and 
importance of the Jewish faith and culture in the eastern suburbs during the 20th century.   
 
Temple Emanuel is of moderate significance within this criterion. 

Integrity The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
The 1941 Synagogue is largely intact and the 1966 Neuweg Synagogue is largely intact.   
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HERITAGE LISTINGS 
Heritage listing/s Other Local, State, Commonwealth statutory listing or non-statutory listings for this item.  

Listed as a heritage item, schedule 3 Woollahra Local Environment Plan gazetted 26 May 2008 
 
 

1941 Synagogue by Samuel Lipson is listed on the RAIA register of 20th Century Buildings 4702964 

 
 

1966 Neuweg Synagogue by Aaron M. Bolot has been identified as a potential item by the RAIA for 
their register of 20th Century Buildings  

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Include conservation and/or management plans and other heritage studies. 

Type Author/Client Title Year Repository 
WrittenGraphic
/Oral History 
 

Name of author/artist/produced Title of the reference work 0000 Where a copy of the image can be 
examined. 

Report Clive Lucas, Stapleton & 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Assessment of Heritage 
Significance 

1999 Woollahra Local History Collection 

Book Graham Jahn A Guide to Sydney Architecture 1997 published 
Reference data 
 

RAIA Inventory Listing and biographies of 
Samuel Lipson and Aaron Bolot 

 RAIA 

Architectural 
Docs 

Samuel Lipson 
Aaron M. Bolot 

14/41, 102/54, 754/65, 756/65, 
1101/66 

1941-
1966 

Woollahra Council Records 

Periodical 
article 

Robert Staas and Mandy Jean Oral History Interview Samuel 
Lipson 

1994 Architectural Bulletin Magazine 
May 1994 pp16-19 

Periodical 
article 

 Temple Emanuel 1941 Decoration and Glass 
November 1941 pp8-13 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations 
 
 
 

Suggestions for conservation actions and/or future control, particularly where a threat may exist. 
 
It is recommended that a conservation management plan be prepared for the site, buildings, 
memorials and movable items of Temple Emanuel. 
 
Opportunities for new structures and elements should be sympathetic and complementary in design to 
the Synagogue and its important relationship to the forecourt and the Neuweg Synagogue.  

Conservation Policy 
Where proposed work requires prior consent from Woollahra Council, the applicant must include a 
statement of heritage impact addressing the proposed work as part of the development application 
package.   

Any changes to the place should be appropriately located and be sympathetic to the identified heritage 
significance of the place.  Elements of high significance should be retained, maintained and 
conserved.  Elements identified as intrusive should be removed when possible.  

The conservation management plan for the site will provide comprehensive policies for appropriate 
conservation, restoration, demolition and new work. 
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SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION 

To be completed if this form is part of a heritage study or report 
Name of Study or 
report 
 

Name of heritage study, conservation plan, nomination, EIS, etc.  Year of study 
or report 

 

Item number in 
study or report 

Location or number of this 
item in the above study. 

 
Author of Study or 
report 

Name of company, consultancy, 
person who prepared the study. 

Inspected by 
 

Name/s of the person/s who carried 
out the on site assessment of the item. 

NSW Heritage Manual guidelines used? 
 

Yes √ No  

This form 
completed  by 

Name of person who completed this form. 
Graham Brooks & Associates Pty Ltd 

Date 
2005 

 Jodi Ayre – Strategic Heritage Officer 2006 
 Susan O’Neill – Strategic Heritage Officer 2008 
 

 
Site Diagramme by Clive Lucas Stapleton & Partners Pty Ltd 1999, amended by Susan O’Neill, Woollahra Council 2008 
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IMAGES  

 
Image caption 
 
 

Photographic Recording 2002, view towards the principal façade of the 1941 Synagogue and forecourt 
and detail of entry to main sanctuary.   
 

Image year 
 
 

2002 Image by WMC Image copyright 
holder 

WMC 
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Image caption 
 
 

BA 102/54 Samuel Lipson’s architectural documentation for Synagogue 

Image year 
 
 

1941 Image by Samuel Lipson Image copyright 
holder 

WMC Records 
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Please supply images of each elevation, the interior and the setting. 
 
Image caption 
 
 

Decoration and Glass Periodical November 1941 

Image year 
 
 

1941 Image by  Image copyright 
holder 

Mitchell Library 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

Goethe Institute 

Former name Woollahra Council Chambers 

Item type Built 
Institutional building developed and extended over various stages.   

Significant  
Area or Group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
 90 

Street 
Ocean Street 

Suburb 
Woollahra 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot B 
 

DP  89013 
 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Woollahra Municipal Council 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Goethe Institute 

Former 
Victorian house and Woollahra Council Chambers 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The former Woollahra Municipal Chambers has high local historical and social significance as the first 
purpose built Municipal Chambers and as the place of the early administration and decision-making that 
formed the early development of the municipality, between 1864-1947.    
 
Since 1976 and the occupation by the Goethe Institute, the item has social links with the Sydney German 
community.   
 
The building has a strong distinctive eclectic character in the streetscape and forms a prominent landmark at 
the northern end of Ocean Street.   
 
The Victorian Regency building facing Ocean Street and the 1930s Inter-war Mediterranean building facing 
the intersection, are both good representative examples of their type.   

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area Study 

Other Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area DCP 
2003 – Rosemont Precinct Contributory Item 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Harold Brees (original building), Scott Green Scott (major 1930s addition and alterations) 

Builder Turner and Cripps (original) 

Construction years   1864 

Physical 
Description 

The site currently consists of a single complex building of two amalgamated, extended and altered 
institutional buildings.  The site sits in the acute angle formed by the intersection of Ocean Street and Jersey 
Road.  A garden park-like area sits in the street corner at the north of the site.   
 
No. 88 presents to Ocean Street to the south as a two storey Victorian Regency style façade with rendered 
walls, parapet and detailing.  The stylistic features include the symmetrical façade with the central entry, stair 
light above at first floor level and two windows either side.  The details include quoining, external architraves 
heads and sills, stringcourse, and relief columns to the entry.  The chimneybreast protrudes on the northern 
return wall.   
 
Attached along Ocean Street, but mostly facing the angled garden to the north, is the predominant visual 
character of the former 1930s Inter-war Mediterranean Chambers facelift and extensions.  The building 
features rendered walls and detailing, hipped terracotta tiled roof, timber framed double hung sash windows 
with external timber shutters, and parapeted porte cochere highlighted by three arches.  The porte cochere 
was added in 1956, and sympathetically reflects the arched entry porch of the 1930s works, which remain 
evident from within the porte cochere.   
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 On the Ocean Street elevation, the different stages of the building can be carefully denoted in the different 
rendered or stone wall finishes, and the position and treatment of the window openings.   At the southern end 
the Victorian Regency building steps forward.  Abutting the Victorian Regency building is a small section of 
wall that is rendered and has one later style double hung window at each floor level and is likely to be an infill 
section between the two earliest buildings.  The adjoining section of the wall to the north is a stone wall and 
has two closely spaced double hung sash windows to each floor level, and is considered the façade from the 
earliest chambers building.  The northern section of the elevation steps forward slightly and is denoted by the 
render and quoining to the edges.  There are two sparsely spaced windows to each floor level.  The quoining 
and stringcourse derived from the earlier building are consistently featured in this section of the building.   
 
The western side of the building sits along the western (Jersey Road) boundary of the site and is made up of 
four corresponding windows on each of the ground floor and the first floor.  The rear of the building along 
Jersey Road presents mostly as a services yard behind a tall brick boundary wall.  The rear servant wing of 
the early former residence that fronts Ocean Street is the most discernable feature of the rear yard.   

Physical condition 
 

Good 

Modification and  
Dates 
 

Additions occurred in 1890, 1919 (Scott & Green), 1929 (Scott Green & Scott) 
Alterations occurred in 1956, 1969, 1974, 1977, 1982, 1983  

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Low 

Further comments 
 

 

HISTORY 
Historical notes  The Council was formed in 1860 and the first premises were secured shortly afterward for the Council 

Chambers, being the “Iron House”, the property of Mr (later Judge) Meymott in Edgecliff Road, near Ocean 
Street.   
 
The Woollahra Council Chambers were built on the corner of Point Piper (later Jersey) Road and Ocean 
Street in 1864 and forever has been a local landmark.  The site was acquired in August 1861 being offered by 
Captain Broomfield and noted as part of the Point Piper Estate.  The specifications for the building were for a 
stone building roofed in slate, and so planned as to admit it being enlarged without injury to the original 
structure.  (This may be reference to the Victorian Regency style building fronting Ocean Street.)  The 
premises were to contain one large room, and also rooms for the accommodation of the Council Clerk.  The 
plans prepared by Harold Breen were accepted in October 1862.  The builders were Turner and Cripps.   
 
Additions were made during 1889-90.   
 
An early photograph of the building (date unknown, see page 5) shows the Victorian Regency residence 
facing Ocean Street including a later two-storey wrought iron verandah/balcony (since removed).  The two 
storey Council Chambers is orientated to the street corner and garden foreground.  It appears to be 
constructed of stone, with parapet and steps in plan along the Ocean Street elevation.  The windows are 
timber framed double hung with simple sills.  A two storey parapeted bay protrudes to the north and denotes 
the entry.  The Chambers building is also in the Victorian Regency style however varies in that it is more 
subdued in the treatment of the details.   
 
Extensions to the Council Chamber were completed in November 1919 (Scott and Green, architect; G.P. 
Jones and Sons, builders).   
 
The building was remodelled in 1930 to plans prepared by Messrs. E. A. Scott, Green and Scott, architects 
and Mr J. Worrall, builder.  The design was Georgian Revival in treatment.  The front elevation had a 
recessed arcaded porch on the ground floor, with balcony over, flanked by the two hipped wings carried 
forward on either side.  The roof was covered in semi-glazed tiles, with overhanging boxed eaves.  Shutters 
were fixed to all windows.  The basement was also extended at that time.  The colour scheme of 1932 was 
recorded as light green exterior woodwork, guttering etc and a cream colour wash to the walls.   
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 Subsequent to Woollahra Council vacating the premises in 1947 to transfer to Redleaf, Double Bay:- 
• In 1955 the property was purchased by Clyde Industries Ltd (leased since 1948) and at which time there 

were further minor internal alterations primarily the partitioning of the main Chamber for additional offices 
and the internal incorporation of the adjoining Town Clerk’s residence along Ocean Street.  The concrete 
Porte Cochere was also added.   

• 1970 purchased by Loima  
• 1974 purchased by Park Galleries 
1976 purchased and occupied by the Goethe Institute.  In 1982–83 applications were made for alterations 
and addition to the building.  Changes to the building include modifying the stairs at the rear of the building, 
the addition of the main stair in the centre of the building (former strong room), the addition of the chair store 
and projection room on the southern side of the building, and the removal of the single garage in the rear 
corner along Jersey Road.    

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Government and administration / Towns, suburbs and villages / Social institutions 

Local historical theme Community amenities / Street pattern and subdivision 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 

• The item is of high local historical significance.  The building dates from 1864, a key period of 
development for the precinct, and more so, was the first purpose built Council Chambers for the 
newly formed Municipality (1860).  The site remained the place of decision making and 
administration for the first 83 years of development within the municipality, until 1947.   
The building itself, was developed and expanded over time to meet the needs of the growing 
municipality and reflects the various phases of development, especially the major remodelling in 
1930 by Scott Green Scott.   

 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• The building has some association with the architects Scott, Green and Scott, being the architects 
for two major developments of the building (1919 and 1930), however this association is 
diminished by subsequent alterations and additions.  A colour scheme similar to the 1932 scheme 
may help to better reflect those works externally and therefore the association.   

 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 

• The building presents a complex form of various stages of development and styles and as such 
presents as a strong distinctive aesthetic character, especially along Ocean Street and facing the 
acute intersection with Jersey Road.  The Victorian Regency façade at the southern end facing 
Ocean Street is a strong example of the style and remains largely intact.  The aesthetic character 
of the 1930s works, although partly diminished by porte cochere and poor colour scheme, is also a 
fine example of the style.  The longevity of the distinctive character of the building combined with 
the bulk, scale and contextual positioning on the prominent Ocean Street / Jersey Road 
intersection contribute to the landmark qualities on the site.   

  

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

• As the former Council Chambers, the item has strong social significance with the long standing 
Woollahra community and the sense of identity and place that was established by decisions and 
events identifiable with the role of the chambers.   

• The item has some social significance as having been a long term, highly visible, distinctive 
landmark of the Ocean Street and Jersey Road streetscapes, recognised as contributing to the 
Woollahra community’s sense of place.   

• Since 1976 and the occupation by the Goethe Institute, the item has social links with the Sydney 
German community.   

 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 

• The building is recognised as the earliest structure on the site.  It has had several layers of 
development and disturbance, so that any archaeological potential for the site is considered low.   

• Similarly, the building yields little to no research potential as it has been constructed to traditional 
techniques and materials which in turn have been disturbed by various alterations.   
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Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• The item is rare as the first and only originally purpose built Chambers for the Municipality.  
[Redleaf, the current Council chambers, has been altered and added to several times in recent 
years.  It was originally built as a residence.]    
Considering the number of changes to the building, especially internally, evidence of its former 
layout and uses are not easily discernible.  Further changes without adequate heritage protection 
and conservation approaches may render early significant layers of the building in danger of being 
lost.   

  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 

• The Victorian Regency former residence along Ocean Street has some representative value as a 
good example of its type.   

• Separately, the remainder of the building has some representative value, mostly due to its relative 
scale of being a 1930s early 20th Century municipal building.   

  

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects, which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 

• The original building has been largely altered.  The existing building as a whole, consists of many 
significant layers, including the original Victorian phase, the Inter-war phase, and the late 20th 
century Goethe Institute.  This is expected of a building of this type and in some ways adds to the 
demonstration of its significance.  Subject to a grading of significant elements as part of the 
recommended Conservation Management Plan the integrity of the building is considered good and 
moderately intact.   

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations  
 

Listing as a heritage item in Woollahra LEP 1995 is recommended. 

A comprehensive conservation management plan should be prepared prior to any proposals for works to the 
building/site.   

Consideration should be given to assessing the heritage significance of the garden foreground on the 
intersection corner.  Also, an appropriate interpretation strategy and plan should be developed and 
implemented for the item to demonstrate the Council Chambers use of the site and the various stages of built 
development.   

 
Conservation Policy 
 
This Heritage Inventory Data sheet highlights the heritage significance of the place as determined through a 
study and concludes that enough evidence exists for the heritage significance to be protected under the 
provisions of  relevant local environmental plan and development control. Where work to the item requires 
prior consent from the Council. Applicants must submit a statement of heritage impact with a development 
application.  The Council may also require a conservation management plan to be submitted.  Refer to the 
Council’s Guide for Preparing a Statement of Heritage Impact, which is part of the DA Guide. 
 
The evolutionary development of the property, the architectural style, landscaping elements, the building’s 
setting and its presentation to the streetscape all contribute to the heritage significance of the property to 
varying degrees and levels of importance.  As part of the statement of heritage impact, a careful analysis of 
the built fabric should be undertaken. Depending on the scope of the work proposed a grading of significant 
fabric will need to be determined.   
 
The fabric of the place can be separated into categories of high, medium, low and intrusive in terms of its 
contribution to the heritage significance of the place.  The essential principle is that any changes to the place 
should be located in sections that are of least significance and be sympathetic to the overall presentation and 
heritage significance of the place.  Elements of higher significance should be retained, maintained and 
conserved.  Intrusive elements should be resolved in relation to the heritage appreciation of the place.   
 
No works should be carried out which obscure or reduce the visual relationship of the building to the heritage 
significance of its setting, vistas or views.   

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  
Misc. 
material 

Author/Client 
Collated by Woollahra 
Local History Library 

Title 
 

Year 
various 

Repository 
Woollahra Local History Library 
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AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
 

2004 

IMAGES 
Image Caption  
 

Historic photograph of the early Chambers building in the Victorian period.   
 

 
 
Image Year Unknown – c.1900 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Unknown – held by WLHL 

 
Image Caption  
 

The two adjoining building styles along Ocean Street.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
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IMAGES 
Image Caption  
 

Northern elevation as viewed along Ocean Street 
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 

 
Image Caption  
 

Woollahra Council Chambers as remodelled 1930.   
 

 
 
Image Year 1930 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Sydney Morning Herald 
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Image Caption  
 

Victorian Regency style building along Ocean Street.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 

 
 
Image Caption  
 

Northern and western elevations as viewed from Jersey Road.   
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
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Image Caption  
 

The rear of the building along Jersey Road. 
 

 

 
 
Image Year Feb 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 

 



ATTACHMENT D    

Woollahra 2004    heritage inventory  
Based on the NSW Heritage Office State Heritage Inventory sheet 
 

ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

"Caldale" 

Former name  

Item type Built 
 

Significant  
Area or Group 

 
 

Address 
 

Number 
10-12 

Street 
Pacific Street 

Suburb 
Watsons Bay 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
No. 10 Pacific - Lot A & B 
No. 12 Pacific - Lot  1 

DP 
DP 178810 
DP 570382 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Captain William B Firth 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residential 

Former 
 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

‘Caldale’ demonstrates a high degree of historical significance at a local level through its ability to 
describe a large weatherboard residence in an open setting on the edge of the harbour. The 
modifications made to the building over the years reflect the pattern of development common to 
residential sites between and after the war. The place demonstrates a moderate degree of 
historical associational significance at a local level through the association of the original owner, 
William Balfour, pilot and mariner, with the early group of inhabitants employed in various aspects 
of seafaring. The architectural style of 10-12 Pacific Street is Victorian with Inter War additions at 
the rear. The building form and detailing do not demonstrate any aspects of creative or technical 
achievement in the Woollahra area, and as such does not fulfil the criteria for listing at any level of 
aesthetic significance. 
 
 ‘Caldale’ demonstrates a high degree of representative significance at a local level as an example 
of a modified Victorian residence located on the harbour. 
 
The site does not fulfil the criterion for any other values of cultural significance. 
 

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Study – part 
of the Pacific Street 
Waterfront Precinct DCP 
2003. 
 

National Trust Watsons Bay 
Heritage Conservation Area 
-Noted as a contributory 
item in this study. 

 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Unknown 

Builder Unkown 

Construction years   1878 
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Physical 
Description 

‘Caldale’ is a large two-storey weatherboard house originally sited on a double block on the 
harbours edge with extensive views over Watsons Bay. The original timber cottage was built in 
1878; a single garage was added on the street in 1924 with extensive additions being added in 
1944. The ‘random rubble’ sandstone boundary fence onto Pacific Street was constructed in 1945. 
 
The original Victorian timber weatherboard cottage fronting Pacific Street was single storey with 
attic rooms under a steeply pitched ‘L’ shaped gable roof. Characteristic elements still found on 
the building include stained glass panels to the front door and sidelights, windows that are 
generally casement style divided into four panes, with the dormer window containing upper sash 
lights divided into nine very small panes, patterned bargeboards, turned finials and verandah 
columns, gable end screens, and window awning supports. 
 
The 1944 additions to the harbour façade of the building have significantly altered the ‘small 
cottage’ character of the original house. The form of the additions appears to be in two stages, one 
is a two-story structure and the other single storey, both of which sit hard up against the rear of the 
original structure. The roof to the addition is at a lower pitch than the original and the window 
detailing does not reflect the Victorian patterns or proportion. The later roof cladding, terracotta 
tiles, and the multicoloured rough face shingle tiles to the dormer walls appear to have been 
added around the time of the 1944 additions.  
 
Anecdotal evidence suggests that the whole cottage has been re-clad in new timber 
weatherboards. 
 
The site was inspected from the street and the adjoining property 14 Pacific Street. 
 

Physical condition 
 

The house appears to be in very well maintained condition. 

Modification and  
Dates 
 

1924 - BA 107/24 - garage fronting Pacific Street - builder A. Weine 
1944 - BA 20/44 - additions - builder John Quinn 
1945 - BA 9053/45 - rebuild fence in random rubble - builder A Steel 
1991 - BA 968/91 - Adds & Alts 
1996 - BA 601/96 - Adds & Alts 
1999 - Construction Certificate 
2000 - Building Certificate 
2002 - Construction of new residence on part of the site (work had not commenced at the time of  
            preparing this report.) 
 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

The site does not demonstrate any obvious archaeological potential. 

Further comments 
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HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

Built in 1878 for William Balfour Firth, mariner & pilot, the weatherboard cottage "Caldale" was built 
on lot 7 Section 5 of the Town of Watsons Bay Subdivision. A boathouse on Watsons Bay was 
constructed at the same time.  Firth purchased his land in 1877 from George Wigram Allen paying 
£82/10/-  (Bk 172 No. 217) and the cottage "Caldale” first appears in the Sands Directory in 1879.  
 
Firth, his wife Elizabeth and their 5 children moved to “Caldale” from Newcastle in 1878.  The 
property was originally described as a single storey cottage with attic rooms.   Following William’s 
death in 1895 Elizabeth and their second son James continued to reside at "Caldale", Elizabeth 
until her death in 1903 and James until 1910 when the property was sold to Alfred and Benjamine 
Jones.  The rates books from 1909 describe the property as a weatherboard cottage and land.  In 
1921 the property was sold to John Doherty, engineer and the rate books from this period describe 
the property as a weatherboard house of 7 rooms and a kitchen.  
 
John Doherty increased his land holdings in 1924 with the purchase of the adjoining lot 8 Section 
5, an area of vacant land. This land he subdivided into Lots A&B selling lot B to Walter Garrett and 
retaining Lot A as an extension to the grounds of "Caldale".  Plans from 1924 held at Woollahra 
council show a tennis court on Lot A.  "Caldale" and Lot A were sold in 1945 to George Carr, 
jeweller who owned the property until 1979 when it was sold to Thomas and Patricia Flanagan.  In 
2002 a new residence was constructed on Lot A 
 
"Caldale" stands on land originally part of the Town of Watsons Bay subdivision of 1855.  This 
subdivision was the site of the earliest grant of land at Watsons Bay being 20 acres to Edward 
Laing on 28th May 1793.  Laing, assistant-surgeon in the NSW Corps, named his farm Roddam 
Farm. 
 
The residue of unsold lots at the Town of Watsons sale, including Lots 7 & 8 Section 5 were 
transferred to solicitor John Wigram Allen in 1859.  In the following decades only a few lots were 
sold mostly to fisherman, boatman and mariners and the area developed as a small fishing 
community and a resort destination via ferryboats coming from Sydney. It was not until the 1890's 
that land values increased and with improving communication to the city the area became an area 
for suburban living.  
 

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Towns, Suburbs and Villages 

Local historical theme Residential Development on the Harbour 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
‘Caldale’ demonstrates a high degree of historical significance at a local level through its ability to 
describe a large weatherboard cottage in an open setting on the edge of the harbour. The 
modifications made to the building over the years reflect the pattern of development common to 
residential sites between and after the war.  Whilst the building has been substantially modified the 
original scale and character of the Victorian cottage can be ascertained. 
 
The cottage on this site does not appear to be one of the ‘marine villas’ that ‘During the 1830’s 
…had become well established as a desirable residential style for the colonial elite.’1 The original 
house and grounds do not appear to be sufficiently extensive, or of the right period, to be 
classified as such. 
 

                                                 
1 ‘A Thematic History of Watsons Bay’ prepared for Architectural Projects Pty Ltd by Megan Martin 1997 p.18 
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Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The secluded harbour frontage of the bay, located just inside the entrance to the harbour from the 
ocean, meant that a high proportion of the early Watsons Bay community was made up of people 
employed on the sea, such as fisherman, pilots and mariners generally. William Balfour Firth, the 
original owner of ‘Caldale,’ was described as a mariner and pilot. He lived on the property, and 
presumably plied his trade from 1978 to his death 17 years later in 1895. The place demonstrates 
a moderate degree of historical associational significance at a local level through the association 
of the original owner, William Balfour, pilot and mariner, with the early group of inhabitants 
employed in various aspects of seafaring. 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
The architectural style of 10-12 Pacific Street is Victorian with Inter War additions at the rear. The 
building form and detailing do not demonstrate any aspects of creative or technical achievement in 
the Woollahra area, and as such does not fulfil the criteria for listing at any level of aesthetic 
significance. 
    

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
The site does not have any special associations with a particular community or cultural group in 
Woollahra for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The cottage and its later modifications do not yield any information that is new or is of a 
particularly high quality. The construction methods employed are typical, and common, and as 
such do not fulfil the criteria for listing in this category. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The site does not possess any aspects that fulfil the criteria for listing as a rare or unusual 
example. 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
‘Caldale’ demonstrates a high degree of representative significance at a local level as an example 
of a modified Victorian residence located on the harbour. 
 

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The site continues to demonstrate its ability to describe the historical development patterns in the 
area.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

It is recommended that the building and its grounds be listed as an individual heritage item within 
the Watsons Bay Heritage Conservation Area because of its ability to describe the form, scale and 
character of earlier residential development. 

It is recommended that council encourage the removal of the front fence, and that it be replaced 
with a new structure more in keeping with the character of the house in detail, scale and materials. 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

"Boongaree" 

Former name "Ontario", "Lloella", "Brighton", "Inglebrae" 

Item type Built 
 

Significant  
Area or Group 

 
 

Address 
 

Number 
14 

Street 
Pacific Street 

Suburb 
Watsons Bay 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
Lot 5 Section 5 
Lot 6 

DP 
DP 58040 
DP 499728 

Original owner 
 

Name 
John Harmer 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residential 

Former 
Residential 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

14 Pacific Street demonstrates a moderate degree of historical significance at a local level through 
its ability to describe the character and patterns of development in the area at the end of the 19th 
century. As the home and sometime workplace of a succession of members of the Stead family 
the place demonstrates a high degree of historical associational significance at a local level, 
namely David G. Stead, conservationist and author, Christina Stead (daughter), author and Dr 
Thistle Harris (wife), conservationist and botanist.  ‘Boongarre’ demonstrates a high degree of 
representative significance at a local level as an example of a late Victorian weatherboard 
residence located on the harbour. Whilst the building has been significantly altered it still 
contributes to an understanding of the earlier character of the Watson’s Bay Conservation Area.  
 
This site does not fulfil the criterion for any other values of cultural significance. 
 

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Study 
 

Other Noted as a contributory item in the Pacific Street 
waterfront precinct in the Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Area DCP 2003 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Unknown  

Builder Unknown  

Construction years   1879/80 
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Physical 
Description 

‘Boongaree’ is a ‘T’ shaped weatherboard house with a pitched corrugated iron roof. The main 
building is two storey with a single storey wing facing the street.  Living areas are located on the 
ground floor, with bedrooms and balconies on the upper floors. The siting of the building provides 
a level garden area between the house and the edge of the harbour. This garden contains a 
number of mature fig and palm trees. The harbour edge of the garden is distinguished by a series 
of small, roughly rendered masonry walls stepping down the sandstone rock face to create small 
seating areas and garden beds as well as provide access to a boat shed partially constructed in 
the rock face. These walls are not new structures and appear to date from the early part of the 
Stead family ownership.  
 
Whilst in the Stead family’s ownership the house had been divided up into three separate living 
spaces, including the enclosing of both upstairs and downstairs verandas. This had also entailed 
the construction of several internal dividing walls and at least one new external entry. During this 
time a kitchen fire caused the rear wing of the house to be reconstructed in a single storey 
configuration. Anecdotal evidence suggests David Stead was also responsible for the replacement 
of all the original window joinery throughout the house. 
 
Over the last twelve years the current owners have undertaken major works to return the house to 
a single residence. Works have included, but not been limited to: construction of a large two storey 
bay including a brick chimney, removal of inappropriate dividing walls, installation of new kitchen, 
laundry and bathrooms, reinstatement of the original front door, new weatherboard cladding 
throughout, re roofing in corrugated iron, reconstruction of first floor verandah balconies and 
handrails, construction of a double garage and new rendered masonry fence with metal vehicular 
and pedestrian gates.  
 
Original fabric contained in the house includes kitchen and hall panelled ceilings, floorboards to 
the entry hall, kitchen and dining area, floors and ceilings to the first floor rooms, French doors and 
highlights off the dining room and first floor verandah, some architraves and skirtings. 
 
Whilst the house has been substantially altered from its original form and fabric the alterations and 
additions have been carried out in a manner sympathetic to the original character of the late 
Victorian weatherboard residence. 
 

Physical condition 
 

The buildings on the site are in a very well maintained condition. 

Modification and  
Dates 
 

1958 - BA 156/58 - alts & Adds, sunroom 
1959 - BA 91/59 - Carport 
1959 - BA 186/59 - Additions, glasshouse 
1971 - BA 27/71 - dwelling (disapproved) 
1997 - BA 1292/97 - New timber garage and potting shed 
 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

The site does not demonstrate any obvious archaeological potential. 

Further comments 
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HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

The two storey weatherboard house at 14 Pacific Street Watsons Bay was built in 1879/80 for 
John, William and Elizabeth Harmer and was for much of its early existence a rental property 
named "Ontario", "Lloella", "Brighton", and "Inglebrae," names which reflected its various 
occupiers.  
 
The property lies on Lots 5 & 6 Section 5 of the Town of Watsons Bay subdivision of 1855, 
purchased, along with a number of other lots in the area, by John Harmer in 1879.  This 
subdivision was the site of the earliest grant of land at Watsons Bay being 20 acres to Edward 
Laing on 28th May 1793.  Laing, assistant-surgeon in the NSW Corps, named his farm Roddam 
Farm.  The residue of unsold lots at the Town of Watsons sale, including the subject lots  were 
transferred to solicitor John Wigram Allen in 1859.  In the following decades only a few lots were 
sold mostly to fisherman, boatman and mariners and the area developed as a small fishing 
community and a resort destination via ferryboats coming from Sydney. It was not until the 1890's 
that land values increased and with improving communication to the city the area became an area 
for suburban living.  
 
John Harmer, a clerk in the Water Police Office of Watsons Bay purchased 6 lots of the Watsons 
Bay subdivision in 1879 but died suddenly the following year aged only 26 years.  He left a widow, 
Clara Harmer, and a baby son, John.   It appears that the house on lots 5 & 6 was already under 
construction, if not completed, when he died. John's parents William (builder and ferry boat 
proprietor) and Elizabeth took over the mortgage on John's properties.  It is not clear whether 
William and Elizabeth or Clara ever resided at 14 Cliff Street but in 1882 William purchased lot 16 
Section 5 of the Watsons Bay subdivision, building a house on that lot where he and Elizabeth 
resided for some time and where Clara resided for over 30 years. 
 
In 1879 the Woollahra Council Assessment books list the subject site as vacant land and the 
following year the Assessment books record a house and enclosed land on Lots 4,5 & 6 Section 5 
owned by William Harmer.  The lot 4 reference is a mistake, as this land was never owned by the 
Harmers.  By 1882/3 the Assessment books record the owner of the property as Elizabeth 
Harmer.  14 Pacific Street, plus John's other lots, were sold to Albert Jones in 1888 and the rate 
books at this time record the subject site as being occupied by a house and land.  It has been 
previously claimed that the house was built by Captain William Jack but he never owned the site 
only residing there from the mid 1890's until 1901.  In 1913 Jones sold the subject property on lots 
5 & 6  to Alfred Coates, a broker.  
 
14 Pacific Street became known as "Boongarre" in 1917 when purchased by David G. Stead. 
Stead, a well known marine biologist famous for his knowledge of Australian fish and author of 
many books and articles on the subject, resided at "Boongarre” until his death in 1957.  His 
daughter Christine Stead one of Australia's most significant female novelists of the first half of the 
20th century also resided there for some time as did Dr Thistle Harris, David Stead's third wife also 
a well known botanist ,conservationalist and author.  The house remained in the ownership of the 
Stead family until the death of Thistle Harris in 1991. "Boongaree" was named after an aboriginal 
chief who had lived in the area.  
 
 

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Towns, suburbs & villages 
Local historical theme Development of a community. 

Residential development on the harbour. 
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ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The history of 14 Pacific Street demonstrates a moderate degree of historical significance at a 
local level through its ability to describe the patterns of development in the area at the end of the 
19th century. The high degree of external alteration on both the harbour and street frontages has 
diminished the buildings ability to describe the original form of the building. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
As the home and sometime workplace of a succession of members of the Stead family the place 
demonstrates a high degree of historical associational significance.  
 
David G. Stead, (1877-1957), pioneer in the study of fisheries in Australia and conservationalist, 
Stead was a scientific educator and an advocate for conservation. Appointed a scientific assistant 
in the Fisheries Commission in 1902, stead took tireless interest in every aspect of nature and 
specialised in ichthyology.  He published "Fishes of Australia (1906) and "Edible fishes of NSW 
(1908).  In 1914-15 he investigated American and European fisheries for the government and from 
1915 to 1920 he was general manager of the state Trawlers Industrial Undertaking.  He helped 
found the Wild Life Preservation Society of Australia and was an active member of many other 
wildlife and preservation societies 
 
Christina Stead (1902-1983) one of Australia's most significant female writers of the 20th century. 
Her most famous novel, “The Man who Loved Children” was published in 1940.  Stead lived in 
America and Europe from 1928 to 1974 where she was highly regarded among influential literary 
circles, especially in America.  She published 14 novels in a career spanning more than 50 years.  
Her last novel, “I’m Dying Laughing” was published in 1986 after her death. 
 
Dr Thistle Harris (Stead) (1903-1990), botanist and conservationalist, best known for her book 
"Wild Flowers of Australia", first published in 1938.  Dr Harris, former secondary school teacher, 
pioneered appreciation of Australia's native flora and was awarded the Medal of the Order of 
Australia for her services to wildlife conservation. She wrote 12 books, her last, "Trees", was 
published in 1980 when she was 77.  After her husband's death in 1957, Dr Harris was 
instrumental in founding the David G. Stead Memorial Wildlife Research Foundation and 
establishing the Wirrimbirra Sanctuary with a field studies school at Bargo 
 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
14 Pacific Street does not demonstrate any aspects of creative or technical achievement in the 
Woollahra area, and as such does not fulfil the criteria for listing at any level of aesthetic 
significance. 
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
The site does not have any special associations with a particular community or cultural group in 
Woollahra for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The 19th century cottage, and its later modifications, do not yield any information that is new or of 
particularly high quality. The construction methods employed are typical, and common, and as 
such do not fulfil the criteria for listing in this category. 
 
The walled terraces from the garden down to the harbours edge are an interesting feature of this 
garden; they do not however fulfil the criteria for listing as significant. 
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Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The site does not possess any aspects that fulfil the criteria for listing as a rare or unusual 
example. 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
‘Boongarre’ demonstrates a high degree of representative significance at a local level as an 
example of a late Victorian weatherboard residence located on the harbour. Whilst the building 
has been significantly altered it still contributes to an understanding of the earlier character of the 
Watson’s Bay Conservation Area.  
 

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The building fabric has not retained any significant link with the historical association for which the 
site is significant. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

It is recommended that the building and its grounds be listed as an individual heritage item 
because of its historical associations with the Stead family over seventy years. This association is 
not specifically reflected in the modified physical fabric, however the alterations have been in 
keeping with the character of the original building and as such do contribute to interpretation of the 
Heritage Conservation Area.  

It is recommended that council encourage the retention of the current building style and manner of 
detailing in any future proposals for development. 

It is recommended that council encourage the retention of the open garden setting on the harbour 
side of the building, including all mature plantings and the walled terraces to the waters edge. 

It is recommended that an appropriate interpretation strategy be prepared for the site to explain 
the historic associations of the site for all owners and visitors to the place. 

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
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Book 
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Books 
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Year 
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IMAGES 
Image Caption  
 

 
 

 

 
Façade facing the harbour. Note the two storey bay is a later addition. 
 

 
View across the rear garden looking across Watson’s Bay. Note the Watson’s Bay Hotel to the left of the photograph. 
 
 
 
Image Year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Noel Bell Ridley Smith & Partners 
Architects 
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Image Caption  
 

 
 

 

 
Streetscape view of 14 Pacific Street Watsons Bay. 
 
 

 
View of the rear addition. 
 
 
 
Image Year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Noel Bell Ridley Smith & Partners 
Architects 
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 ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

 

Former name No. 15 - "Warrawee" 
No. 17 - "Ventura", "Thalassa" 

Item type Built 
 

Significant  
Area or Group 

 
 

Address 
 

Number 
15&17 

Street 
Robertson Place 

Suburb 
Watsons Bay 

Property 
description by Council 

Current Title: Auto Consol 10308-15 
Lot  
23-24 

 
DP 
10398 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Mrs Cameron 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residential 

Former 
Residential 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

15-17 Robertson Place Watsons Bay demonstrates a high degree of historical significance at a 
local level through its ability to illustrate the scale and character of a timber residential 
development during the late 19th century. It is also historically significant to note that a small 
commercial concern, namely a bakery, was operated from a small, separate building at the rear of 
No.17 for a short time. The original form of the semi-detached dwellings in the streetscape 
combined with the high level of original internal and external finishes support a high level of 
representative significance at a local level.   
 
The site does not fulfil the criteria for any other values of cultural significance. 
 

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Study 

Other Listed as a contributory item within 
the Entrance Precinct of the 
Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Area –  
DCP 2003 
 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Unknown 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years   1881 
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Physical 
Description 

15-17 Robertson Place Watson Bay is a pair of late 19th century semi-detached timber dwellings 
of the Victorian period on a sandstone base. The building is on a site that slopes sharply away 
from the road providing sub floor storage and laundry rooms leading to a garden behind. The 
external cladding is a splayed timber weatherboard under a terracotta tile roof. The verandah roof, 
originally clad in corrugated iron with returns at each end of the verandah, has been replaced with 
a broken back roof running off the main roof with skillion ends. Round concrete columns have 
replaced the original timber columns, with a decorative valance also disappearing. The rear roof 
has been raised in part to accommodate a modern, c.1980, bathroom and living room with full 
height glass sliding windows overlooking Robertson Park behind.  
 
The front of each residence has a bay window projecting out onto the verandah. Whilst these 
elements do not appear to be original, based on the evidence provided by the construction and 
fabric, they do appear to date from soon after the original construction. The building contains a 
high degree of original joinery with new elements being added at the rear during the last 25 years. 
Of note is the wide and low single four panel beaded door to the basement level storage room at 
No.15. 
 
The original building contained attic rooms over each residence accessed via a steep narrow 
staircase located in each central hall. At an unknown time, believed to be around the early 20th 
century a central dormer was constructed in the roof. Currently the separate staircases have been 
removed and replaced with a single modern timber stair under this dormer leading to the attic 
rooms that have now been joined to form part of the first floor accommodation for No.15. No 17 
now consists of one level of rooms with an enclosed verandah at the rear. 
 
The level of original internal finishes remains high, with the ground floor bedrooms and halls 
retaining their timber wall and ceiling linings and original skirtings, architraves and four panelled 
doors still in place.  
 

Physical condition 
 

The building is in good condition. 

Modification and  
Dates 
 

No.15 
Early 20th c – central dormer added to façade. 
1937 – BA 9129/37 – addition of bath and 
toilets on rear verandah, rear windows 
relocated to accommodate bathrooms, new 
interconnecting doors to inner rooms. 
1958 – BA 0446058 – Alts & Adds 
1960 – BA 0247/60 – New 
1975 – BA 0981/75 – New 
1987 – BA 1082/87 – Alts & Adds 
? – chimney stack removed 
 

No.17 
Early 20th c – central dormer added to façade. 
1937 – BA 9129/37 – addition of bath and 
toilets on rear verandah, rear windows 
relocated to accommodate bathrooms, new 
interconnecting doors to inner rooms. 
1977 – BA 718/77 – proposed single carport 
? – chimney stack removed 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

The site does not demonstrate any obvious archaeological potential. 

Further comments 
 

Of note is the manner in which the building has been successfully adapted to suit modern levels of 
amenity without compromising the character of the original cottage. 
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HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

The two semi detached weatherboard cottages at 15 & 17 Robertson Place were built c1881 for 
Mrs Cameron as rental properties. Mrs Cameron also owned the adjoining property to the west.  
An outline of the properties first appear on a trigonometrical survey of the area drawn in 1881.  
The following year they are listed in the Woollahra Council rate books as "new weatherboard 
cottages' owned by a Mrs Cameron.  The occupants of the houses were listed as Lloyd and John 
Longfield. Robertson Place at this stage was known as Gap Street. 
 
The properties lie on part of two small grants in Watsons Bay, one an area of just over three acres 
granted to pilot Richard Siddins in 1834 and the other being part of allotment 8 granted  to Thomas 
Wealands, superintendent of the Watsons Bay lighthouse,  in 1838. Both these men, together with 
their households were listed as residents in the district when the first general census of the colony 
was taken in November 1828 indicating that they had been occupying the land for some time prior 
to it being officially granted to them.  The land purchased by Wealands, was part of a parcel of 
land  between Humphrey’s and Siddins grants which had been subdivided into ¾ acre lots by the 
colonial government in late 1828 for possible future use as a fishing village.  This plan did not 
eventuate and in 1829 John Foreman, master of the vessel Denmark Hill, applied for two of the 
lots where he built himself a permanent residence.  In c1833 Thomas Wealands acquired his 
property and  also purchased two adjoining lots building a house on his consolidated block.  
 
By 1840, Wealand’ land and the majority of Siddin’s grant were in the ownership of Pieter 
Campbell, Colonial Treasurer. When Campbell resigned his position as treasurer in 1841 he left 
the colony, placing his property interests in the hands of W.J. Dumaresq and A.C. Innes.  They 
subdivided his 6 acres at Watsons Bay into 17 allotments known as the Zandvliet Estate.  Lots 
5,6,& 7 of the Zandvliet (Zandoliet) Estate were purchased by master mariner Thomas Kyle in 
1851.  Lot 6 included a cottage, possibly originally built by Wealands and a well. The first edition of 
the Woollahra Council Rate & Assessment Book of 1860 list the owner  of Lots 5,6,& 7 of the 
Zandvliet Estate as James Cameron Snr.  The property is described as containing a house, offices 
and garden and as being occupied by John Jenkins.  
 
Little development occurred in the area in the following decades and Watsons Bay developed as a 
small fishing community and a resort destination via ferry boats coming from Sydney. It  was not 
until the 1890's that land values increased and with improving communication to the city the area 
became an area for suburban living. 
 
In 1881 Mrs Margaret Cameron constructed on Lot 7, then vacant land, two weatherboard 
cottages fronting Gap Street (Robertson Place) which she leased to Lloyd and John Longfield.  
The original cottage on Lot 6 was being leased to Mrs Margaret M Flower.  
 
By 1883/4 the rate books list the owner of Lots 5 6 & 7 as Mrs Margaret Flower who is recording 
as occupying the cottage on lot 6 while renting the two cottages on Lot 7.  The rate books describe 
the two weatherboard cottages as each consisting of 5 rooms and a kitchen.  The following year 
No. 17, then known as “Ventura”, had become a bakery. An outline of the bakery, located in a 
detached building at the rear of No 17 is shown in Certificate of Title Volume 1535 Folio 134.  The 
property was still referred to as a bakery in the 1904/5 Rate Books.  No 15 was known as 
"Warawee".   By 1895 both properties were under the ownership of the Permanent Trustee 
Company of NSW Wales Ltd and in 1904 they were sold to the Colonial Mutual Life Assurance 
Society Limited. These properties were than amalgamated as part of a larger land holding by the 
Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society and the area was resubdibided into 23 lots as DP 10398 in 
1920.  The two cottages on Lot 7 became known as Lots 24 & 23 in DP 10398 and were sold in 
1923 as investment properties to Horace Higson, hotel broker.  When Horace died in 1946 the 
properties were inherited by Doreen Higson his daughter who sold them in 1949 to Mrs Doreen 
Minnie O’Hallaron. The houses remained known as “Ventura” and “Warawee” until purchased by 
Mrs O'Halloran at which time "Ventura” was renamed "Thalassa". In 1987 the properties were 
purchased by the current owner David Lawrence Trimm. 
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HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Towns, Suburbs and Villages. 

Local historical theme Development of the Community (Town of Watsons Bay).  
Residential Development 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
15-17 Robertson Place demonstrates a high degree of historical significance at a local level 
through its ability to describe the scale and character of development during the late 19th century. 
It is also historically significant to note that a bakery was operated from a small building at the rear 
of No.17 for a short time. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The residences at 15 and 17 Robertson Place do not demonstrate any strong or special 
associations with the life or works of any persons of historical significance. 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
 

This building does not demonstrate any aspects of creative or technical achievement in the 
Woollahra area, and as such do not fulfil the criteria for listing at any level of aesthetic significance. 
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
The site does not have any special associations with a particular community or cultural group in 
Woollahra for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The 19th century semi detached dwellings do not yield any information that is new or is of a 
particularly high quality. The construction methods employed are typical, and common, and as 
such do not fulfil the criteria for listing in this category. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The site does not possess any aspects that fulfil the criteria for listing as a rare or unusual 
example. 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
 

The semi-detached dwelling demonstrates a high degree of representative value through its ability 
to illustrate the character and scale of small timber dwellings constructed at the end of the 19th 
century. The original form of the semi-detached dwellings in the streetscape combined with the 
high level of original internal and external finishes supports this level of significance. 
 

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The building retains a high degree of integrity. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

It is recommended that the building and its grounds be listed as an individual heritage item within 
the Watsons Bay Heritage Conservation Area. 

It is recommended that council encourage the removal of the inappropriate brick fence, verandah 
columns and balustrade. 

It is recommended that council encourage the reconstruction of the front verandah with timber 
posts and a galvanised iron roof based on historic photographs. 

It is recommended that council encourage the reconstruction of the front boundary fence in timber 
pickets based on historic photographs. 

It is recommended that council encourage the reconstruction of the chimneystack based on 
historic photographs. 

It is recommended that council encourage the preparation of an appropriate colour scheme for all 
painted elements. 

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  
 

Author/Client Title Year Repository 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Noel Bell Ridley Smith & Partners Architects 
 

2004 
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IMAGES 
Image Caption  
 

15-17 Robertson Place. 
 

 

 
View of semi detached cottages on Robertson Place. 
 

 
Partial view of rear of 15 Robertson Place – showing detail of bathroom extension. 
 
Image Year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Noel Bell Ridley Smith & Partners 
Architects 
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Image Caption  
 

15-17 Robertson Place – View along front verandah showing timber detailing and later bay 
windows. Whilst these bays were not original they appear to have been constructed soon after the 
construction of the building. 
 

 

 
 
Image Year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Noel Bell Ridley Smith & Partners 
Architects 
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Image Caption  
 

15-17 Robertson Place – Early photograph showing chimney and original verandah and picket 
fence. 
 

 

 
 
Image Year Unknown Image author and 

copyright holder 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

 

Former name No. 15 - "Warrawee" 
No. 17 - "Ventura", "Thalassa" 

Item type Built 
 

Significant  
Area or Group 

 
 

Address 
 

Number 
15&17 

Street 
Robertson Place 

Suburb 
Watsons Bay 

Property 
description by Council 

Current Title: Auto Consol 10308-15 
Lot  
23-24 

 
DP 
10398 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Mrs Cameron 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residential 

Former 
Residential 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

15-17 Robertson Place Watsons Bay demonstrates a high degree of historical significance at a 
local level through its ability to illustrate the scale and character of a timber residential 
development during the late 19th century. It is also historically significant to note that a small 
commercial concern, namely a bakery, was operated from a small, separate building at the rear of 
No.17 for a short time. The original form of the semi-detached dwellings in the streetscape 
combined with the high level of original internal and external finishes support a high level of 
representative significance at a local level.   
 
The site does not fulfil the criteria for any other values of cultural significance. 
 

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Study 

Other Listed as a contributory item within 
the Entrance Precinct of the 
Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Area –  
DCP 2003 
 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Unknown 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years   1881 
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Physical 
Description 

15-17 Robertson Place Watson Bay is a pair of late 19th century semi-detached timber dwellings 
of the Victorian period on a sandstone base. The building is on a site that slopes sharply away 
from the road providing sub floor storage and laundry rooms leading to a garden behind. The 
external cladding is a splayed timber weatherboard under a terracotta tile roof. The verandah roof, 
originally clad in corrugated iron with returns at each end of the verandah, has been replaced with 
a broken back roof running off the main roof with skillion ends. Round concrete columns have 
replaced the original timber columns, with a decorative valance also disappearing. The rear roof 
has been raised in part to accommodate a modern, c.1980, bathroom and living room with full 
height glass sliding windows overlooking Robertson Park behind.  
 
The front of each residence has a bay window projecting out onto the verandah. Whilst these 
elements do not appear to be original, based on the evidence provided by the construction and 
fabric, they do appear to date from soon after the original construction. The building contains a 
high degree of original joinery with new elements being added at the rear during the last 25 years. 
Of note is the wide and low single four panel beaded door to the basement level storage room at 
No.15. 
 
The original building contained attic rooms over each residence accessed via a steep narrow 
staircase located in each central hall. At an unknown time, believed to be around the early 20th 
century a central dormer was constructed in the roof. Currently the separate staircases have been 
removed and replaced with a single modern timber stair under this dormer leading to the attic 
rooms that have now been joined to form part of the first floor accommodation for No.15. No 17 
now consists of one level of rooms with an enclosed verandah at the rear. 
 
The level of original internal finishes remains high, with the ground floor bedrooms and halls 
retaining their timber wall and ceiling linings and original skirtings, architraves and four panelled 
doors still in place.  
 

Physical condition 
 

The building is in good condition. 

Modification and  
Dates 
 

No.15 
Early 20th c – central dormer added to façade. 
1937 – BA 9129/37 – addition of bath and 
toilets on rear verandah, rear windows 
relocated to accommodate bathrooms, new 
interconnecting doors to inner rooms. 
1958 – BA 0446058 – Alts & Adds 
1960 – BA 0247/60 – New 
1975 – BA 0981/75 – New 
1987 – BA 1082/87 – Alts & Adds 
? – chimney stack removed 
 

No.17 
Early 20th c – central dormer added to façade. 
1937 – BA 9129/37 – addition of bath and 
toilets on rear verandah, rear windows 
relocated to accommodate bathrooms, new 
interconnecting doors to inner rooms. 
1977 – BA 718/77 – proposed single carport 
? – chimney stack removed 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

The site does not demonstrate any obvious archaeological potential. 

Further comments 
 

Of note is the manner in which the building has been successfully adapted to suit modern levels of 
amenity without compromising the character of the original cottage. 
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HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

The two semi detached weatherboard cottages at 15 & 17 Robertson Place were built c1881 for 
Mrs Cameron as rental properties. Mrs Cameron also owned the adjoining property to the west.  
An outline of the properties first appear on a trigonometrical survey of the area drawn in 1881.  
The following year they are listed in the Woollahra Council rate books as "new weatherboard 
cottages' owned by a Mrs Cameron.  The occupants of the houses were listed as Lloyd and John 
Longfield. Robertson Place at this stage was known as Gap Street. 
 
The properties lie on part of two small grants in Watsons Bay, one an area of just over three acres 
granted to pilot Richard Siddins in 1834 and the other being part of allotment 8 granted  to Thomas 
Wealands, superintendent of the Watsons Bay lighthouse,  in 1838. Both these men, together with 
their households were listed as residents in the district when the first general census of the colony 
was taken in November 1828 indicating that they had been occupying the land for some time prior 
to it being officially granted to them.  The land purchased by Wealands, was part of a parcel of 
land  between Humphrey’s and Siddins grants which had been subdivided into ¾ acre lots by the 
colonial government in late 1828 for possible future use as a fishing village.  This plan did not 
eventuate and in 1829 John Foreman, master of the vessel Denmark Hill, applied for two of the 
lots where he built himself a permanent residence.  In c1833 Thomas Wealands acquired his 
property and  also purchased two adjoining lots building a house on his consolidated block.  
 
By 1840, Wealand’ land and the majority of Siddin’s grant were in the ownership of Pieter 
Campbell, Colonial Treasurer. When Campbell resigned his position as treasurer in 1841 he left 
the colony, placing his property interests in the hands of W.J. Dumaresq and A.C. Innes.  They 
subdivided his 6 acres at Watsons Bay into 17 allotments known as the Zandvliet Estate.  Lots 
5,6,& 7 of the Zandvliet (Zandoliet) Estate were purchased by master mariner Thomas Kyle in 
1851.  Lot 6 included a cottage, possibly originally built by Wealands and a well. The first edition of 
the Woollahra Council Rate & Assessment Book of 1860 list the owner  of Lots 5,6,& 7 of the 
Zandvliet Estate as James Cameron Snr.  The property is described as containing a house, offices 
and garden and as being occupied by John Jenkins.  
 
Little development occurred in the area in the following decades and Watsons Bay developed as a 
small fishing community and a resort destination via ferry boats coming from Sydney. It  was not 
until the 1890's that land values increased and with improving communication to the city the area 
became an area for suburban living. 
 
In 1881 Mrs Margaret Cameron constructed on Lot 7, then vacant land, two weatherboard 
cottages fronting Gap Street (Robertson Place) which she leased to Lloyd and John Longfield.  
The original cottage on Lot 6 was being leased to Mrs Margaret M Flower.  
 
By 1883/4 the rate books list the owner of Lots 5 6 & 7 as Mrs Margaret Flower who is recording 
as occupying the cottage on lot 6 while renting the two cottages on Lot 7.  The rate books describe 
the two weatherboard cottages as each consisting of 5 rooms and a kitchen.  The following year 
No. 17, then known as “Ventura”, had become a bakery. An outline of the bakery, located in a 
detached building at the rear of No 17 is shown in Certificate of Title Volume 1535 Folio 134.  The 
property was still referred to as a bakery in the 1904/5 Rate Books.  No 15 was known as 
"Warawee".   By 1895 both properties were under the ownership of the Permanent Trustee 
Company of NSW Wales Ltd and in 1904 they were sold to the Colonial Mutual Life Assurance 
Society Limited. These properties were than amalgamated as part of a larger land holding by the 
Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society and the area was resubdibided into 23 lots as DP 10398 in 
1920.  The two cottages on Lot 7 became known as Lots 24 & 23 in DP 10398 and were sold in 
1923 as investment properties to Horace Higson, hotel broker.  When Horace died in 1946 the 
properties were inherited by Doreen Higson his daughter who sold them in 1949 to Mrs Doreen 
Minnie O’Hallaron. The houses remained known as “Ventura” and “Warawee”  until purchased by 
Mrs O'Halloran at which time "Ventura” was renamed "Thalassa". In 1987 the properties were 
purchased by the current owner David Lawrence Trimm. 
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HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Towns, Suburbs and Villages. 

Local historical theme Development of the Community (Town of Watsons Bay).  
Residential Development 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
15-17 Robertson Place demonstrates a high degree of historical significance at a local level 
through its ability to describe the scale and character of development during the late 19th century. 
It is also historically significant to note that a bakery was operated from a small building at the rear 
of No.17 for a short time. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The residences at 15 and 17 Robertson Place do not demonstrate any strong or special 
associations with the life or works of any persons of historical significance. 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
 

This building does not demonstrate any aspects of creative or technical achievement in the 
Woollahra area, and as such do not fulfil the criteria for listing at any level of aesthetic significance. 
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
The site does not have any special associations with a particular community or cultural group in 
Woollahra for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The 19th century semi detached dwellings do not yield any information that is new or is of a 
particularly high quality. The construction methods employed are typical, and common, and as 
such do not fulfil the criteria for listing in this category. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The site does not possess any aspects that fulfil the criteria for listing as a rare or unusual 
example. 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
 

The semi-detached dwelling demonstrates a high degree of representative value through its ability 
to illustrate the character and scale of small timber dwellings constructed at the end of the 19th 
century. The original form of the semi-detached dwellings in the streetscape combined with the 
high level of original internal and external finishes supports this level of significance. 
 

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The building retains a high degree of integrity. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

It is recommended that the building and its grounds be listed as an individual heritage item within 
the Watsons Bay Heritage Conservation Area. 

It is recommended that council encourage the removal of the inappropriate brick fence, verandah 
columns and balustrade. 

It is recommended that council encourage the reconstruction of the front verandah with timber 
posts and a galvanised iron roof based on historic photographs. 

It is recommended that council encourage the reconstruction of the front boundary fence in timber 
pickets based on historic photographs. 

It is recommended that council encourage the reconstruction of the chimneystack based on 
historic photographs. 

It is recommended that council encourage the preparation of an appropriate colour scheme for all 
painted elements. 

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  
 

Author/Client Title Year Repository 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Noel Bell Ridley Smith & Partners Architects 
 

2004 
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IMAGES 
Image Caption  
 

15-17 Robertson Place. 
 

 

 
View of semi detached cottages on Robertson Place. 
 

 
Partial view of rear of 15 Robertson Place – showing detail of bathroom extension. 
 
Image Year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Noel Bell Ridley Smith & Partners 
Architects 
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Image Caption  
 

15-17 Robertson Place – View along front verandah showing timber detailing and later bay 
windows. Whilst these bays were not original they appear to have been constructed soon after the 
construction of the building. 
 

 

 
 
Image Year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Noel Bell Ridley Smith & Partners 
Architects 
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Image Caption  
 

15-17 Robertson Place – Early photograph showing chimney and original verandah and picket 
fence. 
 

 

 
 
Image Year Unknown Image author and 

copyright holder 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

 

Former name "Terresford", "Kerrisford" 

Item type Built 
 

Significant  
Area or Group 

 
 

Address 
 

Number 
8 

Street 
Salisbury Street 

Suburb 
Watsons Bay 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
1 

DP 
664793 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Robert B Parry 

Address 
8 Salisbury Street Watsons Bay 

Use 
 

Current 
Residential  

Former 
Residential 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

8 Salisbury Road Watsons Bay demonstrates a high degree of historical significance at a local 
level through its ability to demonstrate the scale of residential development at the turn of the 
century. This sandstone Federation style building demonstrates a high degree of aesthetic 
significance at a local level as a good and intact example of the style in the Watsons Bay area. 
The building occupies a local landmark site on the corner of Salisbury Road and Hopetoun 
Avenue, with views west across the harbour. The street presentation of the building, including the 
palisade fence, is a significant aesthetic contribution in conserving the character of the 
conservation area. The building demonstrates a moderate degree of technological significance at 
a local level through its ability to describe construction and detailing techniques common to the 
Federation era. 
 
 
The site does not fulfil the criterion for any other values of cultural significance. 
 

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Study 

Other Noted as contributory in the Salisbury Street / 
Hopetoun Avenue Precinct in Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Area DCP 2003. 
 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Unknown 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years   1897 



ATTACHMENT D    

Woollahra 2004    heritage inventory  
Based on the NSW Heritage Office State Heritage Inventory sheet 
 
Physical 
Description 

8 Salisbury Road is a single storey sandstone Federation residence located on an elevated corner 
site looking west across Port Jackson. A cast iron palisade fence on a sandstone base course 
runs around the Salisbury Road frontage including the corner return. A pair of gates is swung off 
two sandstone, capped pillars. These pillars show signs of severe weathering from the marine 
environment.  
 
The building is of rock faced ashlar sandstone with a terracotta tiled roof. Archival photographs 
show the original roof as being clad in slate with lead hip cappings with decorative terracotta tiles 
along the ridges. The roof form is hipped with a broken back verandah to the main corner frontage 
running into a gable on Hopetoun (formerly Gladstone Street) Avenue. Two of the original 
chimneys can be seen in their altered state from the street. The original chimneystacks were taller 
with moulded cappings. 
 
The verandah rafters are lined on top with timber boards and are supported off a decorative timber 
valance. Between the turned verandah posts sit cast iron lacework panels and a timber handrail.  
 
The joinery is generally timber, the main front door, highlight and sidelights containing stained 
glass work. Of note is the window and awning onto Hopetoun Avenue. The two window columns 
are of cast iron (evidenced by signs of rusting) in a bundled column pattern supported on 
sandstone plinths in the sill. The awning is constructed of short curved rafters. 
 
The rear of the building has had some modifications made to it, and a pool has been constructed 
in the back yard. 
  
The interior of this building was not inspected. 

Physical condition 
 

The exterior of the building appears to be in good condition. Signs of deterioration due to the harsh 
marine environment are evident in the wearing of the sandstone gate pillars and in the rusting of 
the metal columns on the window facing Hopetoun Avenue. 
 

Modification and  
Dates 
 

1925 - BA 71/25 - temporary garage, builder H.C. Morrison 
1962 - BA 921/62 - additions 
1968 - BA 45/68 - swimming pool 
1993 - BA 94/93 - Fence, laundry window, east side gate, sign or alternative" 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

 
There is no obvious archaeological potential on this site. 

Further comments 
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HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

The property at 8 Salisbury Street Watsons Bay was constructed in 1896 for Ralph Robinson, 
accountant and was originally known as "Terresford".  The cottage lies on part of Lot 44a of 
Francis Mitchell's Beaconsfield Estate, purchased from Captain William Jack by Ralph Robinson 
on 23rd January 1896.  Vaucluse Council Rate Books for 1896 record the site as 'land corner of 
Salisbury & Gladstone Streets' owned by Ralph Robinson and the following year a 'stone cottage 
& land' is recorded on the site, the owner and occupier being Robert B Parry who purchased the 
site in October 1896.   
 
“Terresford” lies on land that was originally part of an area of 50 acres promised to Robert 
Watson’s children John Watson and Rebecca Murray.  Robert Watson from whom Watsons Bay 
derives its name, was one of the earliest settlers of the area.  No formal grant was ever issued to 
Watson’s children and this land eventually came into the hands of Captain John Piper.  Through 
Piper the land passed to a dealer and speculator by the name of Thomas Horton James.  James 
took over the claim for title,  formally receiving title to 11 acres of this land in February 1838.   The 
land was sold to Sydney merchant Francis Mitchell in 1838 and was inherited by his son Rev 
Stanley Mitchell in 1876.  This land was subsequently subdivided under the name of the 
Beaconville Estate. 
 
A number of lots including Lot  44a were sold to Francis Gerald Dawson in 1889.  Francis Dawson 
sold lot 44a to Charles Dawson in 1890 and the following year it was purchased by Captain 
William Jack. Jack built his home “Woodleigh” on the site.  In 1896 Jack subdivided the site selling 
an area of land on the corner of Salisbury and Gladstone Street to Ralph Robinson who 
constructed the house “Terresford” on the site. Later the same year Robinson sold his property to 
Robert Brandreth Parry. 
 
Parry remained the owner and occupant until 1910 when the property was transferred to Edward 
Playfair, provedore and owner of numerous properties in Watsons Bay.  In 1939 part of the 
Salisbury Street and the Gladstone Street (now Hopetoun Avenue) frontages were sold to 
Woollahra Council for the widening of these streets. The Playfair family, though never occupying 
the cottage, owned it until 1947 when it was sold to Robert Wentworth Perry, articled clerk, and his 
wife Betty. They owned the property jointly for over 40 years.  In 1987 Robert died and Betty 
remains the sole owner of the property. 
 

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Towns, Suburbs and Villages 

Local historical theme Development of a Community 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
8 Salisbury Road demonstrates a high degree of historical significance at a local level through its 
ability to demonstrate the scale of residential development at the turn of the century. 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The site at 8 Salisbury Road does not demonstrate any strong or special associations with the life 
or works of any persons of historical significance. 
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Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
This building demonstrates a high degree of aesthetic significance at a local level as a good and 
intact example of the Federation style of architecture in the Watsons Bay area. The building 
occupies a local landmark site on the corner of Salisbury Road and Gladstone Avenue, with views 
west across the harbour. The street presentation of the building, including the palisade fence, is a 
significant aesthetic contribution in conserving the character of the conservation area. 
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
The site does not have any special associations with a particular community or cultural group in 
Woollahra for social, cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The building demonstrates a moderate degree of technological significance at a local level through 
its ability to describe construction and detailing techniques common to the Federation era. 
 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The building does not possess any aspects that fulfil the criteria for listing as a rare or unusual 
example. 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
The building at 8 Salisbury Road Watsons Bay is a good representative example of a Federation 
sandstone residence. 
 

Integrity  
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The building retains a high degree of integrity. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

It is recommended that the building, palisade fences and grounds be listed as an individual 
heritage item within the Watsons Bay Heritage Conservation Area. 

It is recommended that the site is listed as a contributory item within the Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Area. 
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View from Salisbury Street 
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Image Caption  
 

View from Hopetoun Avenue  
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Image Caption  
 

Details on the 8 Salisbury Street residence. 
 

 

 
Detail of windows to Hopetoun Avenue – decorative metal posts sitting on sandstone plinths. 
 

 
 
Detail of timber verandah brackets and posts. 
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copyright holder 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Magney House (Additions and Alterations) 

Former name  

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex 
Built 

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
88 

Street 
Sutherland Street 

Suburb 
Paddington 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
1 

DP 
601553 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Tom & DA Magney (from Council documents) 
(owner of the house at the time of the subject 
alterations) 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
Residence 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

With its partially split level internal floors, with one floor appearing to float between the party walls, 
sophisticated treatment of natural light, roofed balcony, two-storey rear garden elevation, and 
elegant and careful use of materials, the alterations and additions are a very good example of Late 
Twentieth Century Modern style architecture, recognised at the time of its construction by a RAIA 
(NSW Chapter) Merit Award and a commendation in the 1992 National RAIA Robin Boyd Award. 
The alterations of the building are considered by the architect, Glenn Murcutt, to be amongst the 
most successful of his houses designed in an urban context. Murcutt is one of Australia’s most 
important and influential late 20th century architects who has been internationally acclaimed 

Level of 
significance 

State 
Yes - Some 

Local 
Yes - High 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): Located within the Paddington Heritage 
Conservation Area 
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: Yes 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Original designer: unknown 
1986: Glenn Murcutt and Associates Pty Ltd 
 James Taylor & Associates, Engineer (from Merit Award citation) 
Sue Barnsley, Andrew McNally, Landscape (from Merit Award citation) 

Builder Original builder: unknown 
1986: Berg Bros Pty Ltd. (from Merit Award citation) 

Construction years  Original: circa 1890s 
Alterations: 1986-1990 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys: Presents as single storey to Sutherland Street; two storey to rear laneway. The 
roofspace is used as a third level. 
Roof: Corrugated zincalume 
Walls: Front: painted face brick with roughcast gable end, fretted bargeboard. Rear: rendered 
painted (coral colour) masonry walls. Single storey garage to rear laneway of matching painted 
rendered masonry walls. 
Windows & Doors: To rear: metal framed windows and doors; metal and stainless steel 
balustrade to rear verandah. Steel frame portal and panel lift garage door. Flush metal real lane 
door. 
Form & Structure: Sutherland Street elevation presents as a double-fronted late-Victorian brick 
cottage, while rear shows articulated steel frame structure. 
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Style or period: Victorian cottage (c1895) appearance to Sutherland Street; Twentieth Century 
Modern style to Sutherland Lane at rear. 
Interiors: Not inspected. DA drawings show internal finishes consisting of rendered walls, 
generally tiled floors, and birch timber joinery throughout. 
Contribution to streetscape: Sutherland Street cottage and adjacent street trees contribute to 
the late 19th and early 20th century character of the street.  
Landscaping: Stone verandah paving (skylight in verandah paving), stone and iron palisade 
fence to Sutherland Street. Medium sized Eucalypt shading rear garden; Agapanthus in garden 
bed on garage roof. Two shade cloths are hung symmetrically on either side of the rear projecting 
wing, and published photographs show a retractable shade cloth over central opening to rear 
terrace. 

Physical condition In good order, but needs painting in some places. 

Modification and  
dates 

A DA for mechanical ventilation was lodged in 1989. 

Archaeological 
potential  

Due to the long period of European occupation of this site, the archaeological potential for 
Aboriginal cultural material is low. 
The slight potential for archaeological remains relating only to the late-19th century development 
of the site is further limited by disturbance caused in the substantial alterations made to the rear of 
the subject building for the c1986 works.  

Further comments 
 

Inspected externally only. 
The building is a substantial component of a small group of residential designs by the architect, 
Glenn Murcutt, constructed in the eastern suburbs of Sydney. 
 
Glenn Murcutt stated that the Magney House has achieved the most in terms of typology, 
morphology, materiality, and scale of the group of Paddington/Woollahra houses. He specified the 
street presence of the house, the relationship between the old fabric and the modern fabric, and 
the element of surprise as one enters a completely modern house once past the street façade. Of 
the Magney House, Murcutt said, “I think I achieved in that many things that few new buildings do 
in that municipality.” 
 
The Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Heritage Committee have 
recommended the Magney House for listing on the NSW State Heritage Register. 

HISTORY 

Historical notes  
 

 

The inner area of Paddington was largely developed during the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century with the subdivision of the Underwood Estate. In 1875 the Underwood ‘Paddington’ Estate 
II subdivision offered for 606 lots with largely 20 ft street frontages, laid out along Sutherland, 
Hargrave, Windsor, Paddington and Underwood Streets. The subject house is located on in an 
1876 subdivision of the area to the north of Sutherland Street.  
 
Early residents of the house listed in the Sands Directory include: 

1886-1887  John Eyles/Isles 
1888-1889  Mrs Coleman 
1890-1907  GM Coleman, contractor 
1908-1909  George Shelmerdine 
1910      Phillip W Darvell 
1911      David Totten 
1912-1913  Mervyn Livingston 
1914-1933  Frederick and Fritz Ohlsson 

For a time, at least, the house was known as Clarenza. 
About 1986, the present owners purchased the property, with advice from the architect Glenn 
Murcutt, who had previously (1982-84) designed a house at Bingie Bingie for them. Glenn Murcutt 
then designed substantial additions and alterations to the Sutherland Street property. 
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 “After being born in London in 1936 when his parents were en route to the XIth Olympiad in 

Berlin, Glenn Murcutt spent his early childhood in the Upper Watut area of Papa New 
Guinea. In 1941, at the outset of the war in the Pacific, the family returned to Australia. 
Murcutt’s father subscribed to several architectural magazines and the young Glenn 
became acquainted with architects like Miles van de Rohe and Frank Lloyd Wright at a very 
early age. The teachings of Thoreau with his appreciation of nature and practical husbandry 
were also a fundamental ingredient of Murcutt’s early education. His architectural education 
was gained at the Sydney Technical College, from which he graduated in 1961. Some of his 
early experience was with Neville Gruzman, Allen & Jack, and Ancher, Mortlock, Murray & 
Woolley. Murcutt began his Sydney practice in 1969. He attributes his appreciation of 
nature, an ever present reference in his architecture, to the lessons of the bush learned from 
his father in his childhood. His houses, like the bush surrounding them, evidence the action 
of the sun, wind and rain and aim towards harmonious relationships with their sites, at the 
same time not disguising their synthetic nature. His response to the environment has made 
Murcutt famous for being able to express a specifically Australian architectural form, 
focused on light, space, movement, ventilation and sun control.” (Jahn, Graham, 1997, 
Sydney Architecture, Sydney: Watermark Press, p.229) 
In 1992, Glenn Murcutt was presented with the prestigious Alvar Aalto Award in Finland, 
adding to an impressive list of Australian awards which includes the Gold Medal from the 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects in 1992, ten Merit Awards, six Wilkinson Awards, and 
the Blacket award in 1977. (Drew, Philip, ‘Glenn Murcutt’, in Muriel Emanuel (ed.), 
Contemporary Architects, 1980, New York: St Martin’s Press, p.574.) 
In 1996, Murcutt was made an Officer of the Order of Australia for his “service to 
architecture as a designer of residential, commercial and public buildings inspired by the 
Australian landscape and Aboriginal culture.” (Awards and National Symbols Branch, 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. Awards List 1996.) 
In 2002, Murcutt was awarded the Pritzker Prize, one of the most prestigious international 
awards in architecture, awarded to a “living architect whose built work demonstrates a 
combination of those qualities of talent, vision and commitment, which has produced 
consistent and significant contributions to humanity and the built environment through the 
art of architecture.” (The Pritzker Architecture Prize, www.pritzkerprize.com) He continues to 
work as a sole practitioner in Sydney, with commissions throughout the country. 
 
Glenn Murcutt has achieved an international status for his contribution to architecture in 
combining groups of Functionalist type pavilions with a great attention to climate control and 
the use of Australian iconic materials. 
From the above it is reasonable to say that Glenn Murcutt is one of Australia’s most 
important and influential late 20th century architects and has been internationally acclaimed.  

 
The alterations to Magney House was awarded the 1991 RAIA (NSW Chapter) Merit Award, and a 
commendation in the Robin Boyd Award in 1992. 
 
The 1991 Merit Award citation said “[w]hile some of the jury ‘had concerns about the resolution of 
the external appearance and the interior space at the entry level, the lower floor of the house has 
an excellent relationship with an external courtyard which has a beautiful water feature.’ The Jury 
admired the consistency and rigour with which this house was designed.”  
 

 
HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme Creative endeavour 
Local historical theme Contemporary housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The place reflects the late 20th century regeneration of the Paddington area as a fashionable 
location for the residence of professional and business people. In a broader sense, it also 
represents the continued popularity of the Paddington area in the mid to late 20th century as a 
historical cultural landscape of high aesthetic and historic values. 



 

Woollahra 2004  heritage inventory  
Based on the NSW Heritage Office State Heritage Inventory sheet 
 

 
The place is significant as an example of successful modern adaptation within a heritage 
conservation environment. 
 
As a late Victorian cottage which retains most of its original features to the Sutherland Street 
elevation, the place contributes to the understanding of the late19th century development of 
Paddington, which is considered to be of historical significance nationally. 
Each of the three attributes above, by themselves, is of low significance at a local level. 
 
As evidenced by its receiving a RAIA (NSW Chapter) Merit award in 1991, and a commendation in 
the 1992 National RAIA Robin Boyd Award, the place reflects the contemporary appreciation held 
for the place by the architecture community at the time, and further reflects progressive aesthetic 
tastes of the time. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a state level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The place is associated with architect, Glen Murcutt, who is one of Australia’s most important and 
influential late 20th century architects and has been internationally acclaimed. 
  
The building is one of a group of works by Glenn Murcutt, and forms part of the architect’s body of 
work.  
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of high significance at a local level. 
 
The place is an individual work by an architect of outstanding significance to 20th century 
architecture in Australia. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a state level.  
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
Containing a relatively intact late Victorian style front facade, the place contributes to the aesthetic 
qualities of the predominantly 19th century streetscape of Paddington Street, and contributes to the 
overall aesthetic significance of the suburb of Paddington, which is considered to contain among 
the finest 19th century streetscapes in Australia. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects of 
significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 
Completed in 1990, the place is significant as an example of the successful creation of a new work 
of architecture within the envelope of a Victorian terrace house. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
With its partially split level internal floors, with one floor appearing to float between the party walls, 
sophisticated treatment of natural light, climate control devices, high-tech steel elements, and 
elegant and careful use of materials, the alterations and additions are a very good example of Late 
Twentieth Century Modern style architecture. The two storey rear garden extension with cantilever 
roof demonstrates Murcutt’s creative solution for the treatment of the building, and features blade 
walls in a lightweight steel frame construction which contrasts with the original masonry walls of 
the street front and sides of the house which Murcutt preserved in his alterations. In responding to 
the typology of the existing streetscape by proportioning the rear elevation to continue the rhythm 
of the backs of terrace houses along the laneway, Murcutt showed a regard for the existing 
character of the area without copying the forms and details, an approach that has now become the 
accepted norm.  
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level. 
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Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
The significance of the place to the architectural community and within the body of Murcutt’s work 
is evidenced by its inclusion in two monographs on Murcutt’s work, Glenn Murcutt: a singular 
architecture practice, and Glenn Murcutt: works and projects, as well as its inclusion as a case 
study in Howard Tanner’s chapter ‘Glenn Murcutt: Houses in the Inner City,’ in Jennifer Hill (ed.), 
Take 3: The Double Dimension: Heritage & Innovation. The significance of the place to the 
architectural community and within the body of Murcutt’s work is also evidenced by its inclusion in 
Graham Jahn’s guide, Sydney Architecture. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
As evidenced by its inclusion on the RAIA (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance, the place is held in high regard by NSW architects and others interested in Australian 
architecture. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 

Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The archaeological potential of the place is low (see above).  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The building contains a resource for the understanding of the architectural detailing of Glenn 
Murcutt. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
N/A 
 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
As indicated above, the building is a very good example of Late Twentieth Century Modern style 
architecture.  
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a local level.  
 
The building is a good example of the domestic architecture of Glenn Murcutt. 
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level. 
 

Integrity  The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
Even without internal inspection, the place retains sufficient aspects of its original design to make 
it significant. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  List as a heritage item on Woollahra LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 1 DP 601553. 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type 
Site 
Inspection 

Author/Client 
 Clive Lucas, Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Title 
External site inspection 

Year 
2004 

Repository 
 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Architec-
tural Plans 

Glenn Murcutt and 
Associates Pty Ltd  

Alterations & Additions (BA 
1180/87) 

1988 - 
1989 

Woollahra Council 

Written Architecture Australia Robin Boyd Award 
Commendation 

Nov/Dec 
1992 
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Written Architectural Bulletin Merit Award July 
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Written Howard Tanner  ‘Glenn Murcutt: Houses in the 
Inner City’ in Jennifer Hill 
(ed.), Take 3: The Double 
Dimension: Heritage & 
Innovation 

2004 Canberra: Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects 

Written Ian McDougall ‘Glenn Murcutt 1992 RAIA 
Gold Medallist’  

Sep/Oct 
1992 

Architecture Australia 

Written Graham Jahn Sydney Architecture 1997 Sydney: Watermark Press 

Written  Sands Sydney and Suburban 
Directory 

1885-
1933 

 

Subdivision 
Plan 

 Sutherland St Paddington c1880 Woollahra Council Library Local 
Studies Centre 

 Written Haig Beck and Jackie 
Cooper, eds. 

Glenn Murcutt: a singular 
architectural practice 

2002 Mulgrave VIC: Images Publishing 
Group 

 Written Francoise Fromonot Glenn Murcutt: works and 
projects 

2003 London: Thames & Hudson 

 Written Valuer-General Valuation Card for 88 
Sutherland Street 

1957 Woollahra Council Library Local 
Studies Centre 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd (Ian Stapleton & Meg Quinlisk) 
 

2005 
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IMAGES 
Image caption  
 

Sutherland Street elevation of Magney House, appearing as a typical Victorian period cottage. 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty 
Ltd 

Image caption  
 

View of Magney House from Sutherland Lane 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty 
Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Still House 

Former name N/A 

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/Complex 
Built  

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
8 

Street 
Victoria Street 

Suburb 
Watsons Bay 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
11 

DP 
1004606 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Colin & Irene Still 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
Residence 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

Featuring an interesting and exacting spatial composition arranged around a central stair set at an 
angle, the building is a very good example of Late Twentieth Century Modern style architecture, 
showing influences of the American forms of modernism, and recognised by the RAIA (NSW 
Chapter) with a Merit Award at the time of its construction. As a house designed and constructed 
by the architects for their own use, and occupied by the architects’ family between 1973 and the 
present, the place is closely associated with the Irene and Colin Still, who is a notable NSW 
architect of the late 20th century. 

Level of 
significance 

State    
No 

Local  
Yes - Moderate 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): Located within the Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Area 
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: No 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Irene Still and Colin Still 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years  1973 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys:  3 
Roof:  Aluminium tray roofing. 
Walls: Painted bagged brickwork and painted weatherboard. 
Windows & Doors: Timber framed, painted. Large glazed sliding Oregon timber doors and 
windows forming screen at entry. 
Form & Structure:  Freestanding townhouse form, cut into site and with stepped profile to give 
appearance of 2 levels at front and back. Split pitch roof form in Sydney School style manner. 
Concrete basement, ground and first floor structure, supported on load-bearing brickwork. Timber 
framed pitched roof. Building includes rooftop terrace, accessed by ladder at head of stair. 
Style or period: Constructed from 1973 in late 20th Century Modern style with Brutalist style 
influence.  
Interiors: Basement consists of bedroom 2, bedroom 3, bedroom 4, workshop, bathroom, laundry 
and hall. Finishes are 50x50 ceramic tiles in hall, laundry and bathroom and concrete for 
remainder, with bagged painted brickwork walls and painted off-form concrete ceiling. Ground floor 
consists of family, living, kitchen, dining and deck. Ground floor finishes are 300x300 ceramic tiles, 
bagged brickwork walls and painted off-form concrete ceiling. First floor consists of bedroom, 
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study, dressing, ensuite, balcony and attic (on split-level). Finishes are painted concrete, painted 
bagged brickwork and painted plasterboard ceilings with exposed beams and purlins. 
Contribution to streetscape: Although a medium sized house, the building, due to its set back, 
roof pitch and cut-in basement makes a respectful contribution to the low-scale streetscape. The 
architect described attempting to balance the masses of the adjacent two buildings to northeast. 
Contribution is dominated by articulated, painted plywood gates and brickwork fence. 
Landscaping: Located at the centre of its site, the house has a unit paved front (northwest) and 
courtyard, containing two mature palm trees and one mature ficus, planted since construction. The 
lower rear garden contains two medium avocado trees (one shown on original plans) and a white 
cedar tree, reportedly present at time of construction. The rear garden adjoins Camp  Cove 
Reserve, containing New Zealand fire trees and two very old Morton Bay fig trees, on which the 
architect says the building was focused. 

Physical condition 
 

The building is in generally good order. Some water damage was noticed on the study ceiling 
beneath roof terrace planter box. 

Modification and  
dates 
 

The building is in near original configuration. DA drawings include original modification of design, 
relocating dressing room wall. Subsequent changes include repaving the front court in 300x300 
cement pavers (originally brick paving); paving ground floor in 300 ceramic tiles (originally lino on 
concrete); construction of glass awning at rear door; repainting of timberwork in pink, grey and 
blue (originally mauve, brown and grey); replacement of kitchen cupboard finishes in pink 
(originally red and blue); introduction of corner cupboard in family room and replacement of sliding 
timber vehicle gates with swing gates. 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Due to the long period of European occupation of this site, it is likely that any archaeological 
potential for Aboriginal cultural material is minimal. 
Due to substantial disturbance during construction, the potential for archaeological remains is low 
however, the rear garden is adjacent to a lagoon/water reserve, which may contain cultural 
remains, dating from pre 1973. 

Further comments 
 

The architect describes the ground floor as an exercise in controlled perspective (the way the 
living room opens up to the dining room spatially) and reflected light (light from the skylight 
penetrating down stairwell to living room). 
The building has large glazed sliding Oregon timber doors and windows and freestanding 
fireplace, laundry chute shaft, forming a screen at entry. The present arrangement and finishes of 
the wet areas is largely original, employing brightly coloured plastic veneer finishes, including 
bright green in the laundry and bright orange in the en-suite (originally red and blue in kitchen), all 
contrasting with white painted walls and ceilings. The building has a modest size and scale and 
presents as a very resolved and complete work of architecture. Placement of the central stair at an 
angle to the external walls not only allows clever use of the available space, but also creates 
interesting spaces and filtered vistas through the ground floor level. The Sydney School style 
character of the split pitched roof is not at all evident at the place, whereas elements with slightly 
Brutalist character include the south east elevation, the projecting sky lit bay on the north side of 
the living room and the angled storage cupboard on the west side of the family room and present 
study. The use of deep off form concrete beams running east to west through the spaces gives 
them a sturdy character and the use of solid floors throughout gives a hint of the architects’ travels 
in Mexico prior to the design. The freestanding fireplace/chimney shaft and the angled clear 
finished Maranti stair are essential elements to the significance of the place.  
 
When asked if Colin and Irene Still felt the house was a good example of their work, Irene Still 
responded, “You don’t see it as an example, it’s just an expression of where you are and in that 
regard its been very expressive…[Designing and building the house] is an exceptional opportunity 
that has worked really well…It’s a personal expression and I think from that point of view we’d be 
very pleased with it…The people who we worked with on our next project [after the Still House] 
had seen this house and they really wanted that again. It’s an expression but then again they were 
really happy with the language of the house. They really wanted us keep it. And I suppose if we 
would have kept rolling along on a practice we would have evolved from that.” 
Colin Still referred to “the quality of light coming through [the house] … working with the spatial 
arrangement of the various forms to capture and reflect that light…This place is three rigid bays, 
but there’s a lot of variety within that, and that probably is common in our projects.” 



 

Woollahra 2004  heritage inventory  
Based on the NSW Heritage Office State Heritage Inventory sheet 
 
 

HISTORY 

Historical notes  
 

 

The house is situated in the 1855 subdivision of Laing's 1793 grant of 20 acres, Roddam Farm at 
Camp Cove. In laying out the subdivision, a swampy lagoon area was reserved for the purposes of 
a water reservoir, which was known as the Wild Duck Pool. Although the pond is now filled in, the 
area is still a reserve. Lots in the 1855 subdivision appear not to have sold rapidly, and George 
Wigram Allen, prominent Sydney solicitor and member of the Legislative Assembly, acquired the 
balance of the remaining town allotments, including that of the subject house, in October 1859.  
Allen sold a number of lots, including Lot 11 of Section 2, to Jeremiah J Moore, bookseller, in 
1878. In 1897, the land was sold to Thomas Scott, a police constable. In 1902, Scott sold the 
property to AJ Newton, a seaman. Newton is the first occupant of the property who is identifiable 
in the Sands Directories, appearing for the first time in 1902.  For a time, at least, the house was 
known as Stirling Cottage. 
After a number of subsequent changes of ownership, in 1971, Colin and Irene Still purchased the 
property, having lived in the house as tenants for a time. In 1973, the Stills constructed a new 
house, designed for themselves, on the site. 
 

Colin Still entered a traineeship with the Department of Public Works after completing 
school, and received a degree in architecture from the University of Sydney, winning the 
University Medal and being awarded the Fulbright Scholarship to undertake postgraduate 
study at Harvard University (USA). Irene Still was a contemporary of Colin’s in the 
architecture course. They cited their key influences to include Lloyd Rees, George Molnar, 
Roland Wakeland, Arthur Baldwinson, Bob Woodward, and Douglas Gordon, and had an 
interest in the work of Aalto. While in America, Colin studied with Jose Luis Sert, Fumiko 
Maki, Paul Rudolph and Louis Kahn. Charles Moore was a considerable influence. 
Upon returning to Australia, Colin and Irene Still designed a number of residential and 
commercial projects together; however have not practiced together in recent years, except 
to design a second house for themselves in the Central Coast which was completed in 
2004. (Interview with Colin & Irene Still, 27th October 2004.) 
Colin Still’s work as Assistant Government Architect with the Department Of Public Works 
and Services produced one Sulman Award winner (Orange Regional Library and Art 
Gallery, 1986) and received five RAIA Merit Awards. (Docomomo Australia biographical 
notes on speakers 2004.) 
In addition to the Still House, Colin Still designed a house in Queen Street, Woollahra, which 
won the Merit Award. 
 
Colin Still is an early, skilled proponent of American Functionalism, influenced by such 
architects as Charles Moore and Louis Kahn. Over a long career which included mostly 
public buildings for the NSW Government Architect’s Branch, he produced a variety of mid-
20th century modernist buildings with a high degree of intellectual rigour which exhibit few 
easily recognisable stylistic influences. 
From the above it is reasonable to say that Colin Still is a notable NSW architect of the late 
20th century. 
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 In awarding the house a Merit Award in 1976, the jury stated:  

“Built on a 10m x 30m site, this house demonstrates that a lot of joy can be achieved on a 
fairly standard inner suburban block of land and that it can be done without spending a lot of 
money. In an unselfconscious manner it evokes the character of the old harbourside suburb 
of Watsons Bay. Its slightly Mediterranean character is one of pleasant and colourful chaos 
– plenty of light and views of what you want to see. This total and very happy effect 
combines: 
• Interesting spaces created around the ingenious central stairwell and a small area of 
double height 
• An arrangement of rooms which admits of both privacy and a family life 
• The use of very simple finishes and details 
• The bold use of cheerful, but subtle colours which are a refreshing departure from the 
natural finishes or white and primary colours currently in fashion. 

There has been obvious concern that the house should fit into its neighbourhood and Watsons 
Bay is richer for it.” (Architecture Australia, October-November 1976) 

HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme N/A 
Local historical theme Contemporary housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The place reflects the late 20th century popularity of Watsons Bay for the residences of 
professional and business people. In the broader sense, it also represents the growing popularity 
of Watsons Bay as a historical, cultural landscape of aesthetic and historical values.  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
As evidenced by its inclusion in Howard Tanner’s Australian Housing in the Seventies, the place 
was admired by contemporary architects. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
As evidenced by its receiving a RAIA (NSW Chapter) Merit Award in 1976, the place reflects the 
contemporary appreciation held for the place by the architecture community at the time, and 
further reflects progressive aesthetic tastes of the time. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of moderate significance 
at a local level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The place is closely associated with the architect, Colin Still, who, together with his wife Irene, 
designed the building and has occupied it since 1973. Colin Still is a notable NSW architect of the 
late 20th century. 
  
The building is one of a group of works by Colin Still, and forms part of the architect’s body of 
work.  
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of moderate significance at a local level. 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
Exhibiting an interesting and exacting spatial composition arranged around a central stair set at an 
angle, split pitched roofs, freestanding fireplace, and the use of colour contrasts, the building is a 
very good example of Late Twentieth Century Modern style architecture, showing influences of the 
American forms of modernism, the Sydney School style, and the contemporary Brutalist style.  
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a local level.  
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Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
N/A 
 

Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The backyard at the place has some archaeological potential (see above). 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a resource for understanding the design evolution and detailing of the architect, 
Colin Still. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 

 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
N/A 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
The building is a very good example of Late Twentieth Century Modern style architecture. 
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a good example of the architecture of Colin Still. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of moderate significance 
at a local level. 
 

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
The place maintains the great majority of the aspects which made and make it significant. The 
growth of the north courtyard trees since the construction of the building probably improves its 
aesthetic quality. On the other hand, planting on the south side of the building obscures the 
architectural composition of the south elevation from appreciation.  
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

List as heritage item on Woollahra LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 11 DP 1004606. 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  
Architectural 
drawings 

Author/Client 
Colin and Irene Still 

Title 
Plans, sections, and 
elevations (DA1148/72) 

Year 
1973 

Repository 
Woollahra Council 

Interview Clive Lucas, Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Interview with Colin and Irene 
Still 

2004 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Site 
Inspection 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Internal and external site 
inspection 

2004 Clive Lucas, Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Written Architectural Projects 
Pty Ltd, Mayne Wilson 
& Associates, Megan 
Martin, Ian Kirk 

Watsons Bay Heritage 
Conservation Study 

1997 Woollahra Council Library Local 
Studies Centre 

Written Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects 
(NSW Chapter) 

Merit Award 1976 Architecture Australia, October-
November 

Written Howard Tanner Australian Housing in the 
Seventies 

1976 Sydney: Ure Smith 
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Written Valuer-General Valuation Card for 8 Victoria 

Street 
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Studies Centre 
Old System 
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 Book 2997 No 350, Book 
2394 No 607, Book 1852 No 
23, Book 1845 No 198, Book 
1232 No 353, Book 1215 No 
326, Book 717 No 622, Book 
592 No 585, Book 203 No 
907  

 Department of Lands 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd (Ian Stapleton and Meg Quinlisk) 
 

2005 

IMAGES 
Image caption  
 

Street elevation of Still House, seen from Victoria Street. 

 

 
 
Image year September 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty 
Ltd 

Image caption  
 

Rear elevation of Still House from Camp Cove Reserve. 

 

 
 
Image year September 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty 
Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Ashton House 

Former name  

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex 
Built 

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
10 

Street 
Wallis Street 

Suburb 
Woollahra 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
12 

DP 
738258 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Robert Ashton, Esq. (from BA drawings) 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
Residence 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The building is one of the most substantial of a group of residential designs by the noted Sydney 
architect Espie Dods in the eastern suburbs of Sydney. Albeit without sighting interiors, the 
building is a very good example of Late Twentieth Century Post-Modern style architectural design, 
exhibiting features such as rusticated brickwork façade, portico, moulded external architraves and 
roof lantern associated with that style. As evidenced by its receiving a RAIA Merit Award in 1984, 
the place reflects the appreciation held for it by the architecture community at that time, and further 
reflects progressive aesthetic tastes of the time. 

Level of 
significance 

State 
No 

Local 
Yes - High 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): Contributory Item within the Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area (West Woollahra Precinct) 
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: No 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Espie Dods  

Builder Mr Nolasco (from architect interview – company structure unclear) 

Construction years   1983 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys: 2 
Roof: Colorbond roof to house, corrugated steel roof to pool house on Dwyer Lane with louvred 
lantern. Ogee profile rainwater heads. 
Walls: Rusticated face brick. Rendered external moulded architraves. Concrete lintel at portico 
and garage door. Painted bagged brickwork to pool house and fencing fronting Dwyer Lane. 
Windows & Doors: Timber framed double-hung windows. Timber framed front door in portico. 
Timber framed glazed doors to rear elevation with stainless steel balustrade on first floor level. 
Form & Structure: 2 level townhouse, load bearing brickwork, concrete floors and timber roof 
structure. 
Style or period: Late Twentieth Century Post-Modern. 
Interiors: Not inspected. Information from architect interview and BA drawings indicates that 
original finishes included satin-finish tobacco-colour tile floors throughout; painted brickwork walls 
throughout (except laundry and bathrooms which were white tile); timber joinery throughout. 
Although original BA drawings show aluminium framed sliding doors to the loggia, the architect 
confirms these were changed to opening doors when built. 
Contribution to streetscape: Prominent at the Oxford Street entrance to Wallis Street in 
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combination with street trees. 
Landscaping: Two street Plane trees contribute to the sense of a forecourt to the place. 
Landscaping to the front of the place is restricted and formal, consisting of two ficus specimens 
and a row of agapanthus behind a low metal railing fence. The front elevation of the place is 
dominated by Virginia creeper. 
Other: The pool house located between main wing and Daye Lane existed on site prior to the 
development but was largely reworked by Dods. 

Physical condition In good order. 

Modification and  
dates 
 

In addition to DA I1249/99 for air conditioning, building applications are documented with the 
Council in 1984, 1988, and 1989, which have resulted in the following changes: closure of the 
entry from the south corridor into the living room, enclosure of the first floor deck with a new 
opening to the deck from bedroom 1. However, externally, the property appears to be largely 
intact. 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Due to the long period of European occupation of this site, it is likely that any archaeological 
potential for Aboriginal cultural material is minimal. 
There is little potential for archaeological remains relating to the late 19th and early to mid 20th 
century use of the site, due to disturbance caused by construction of the subject building and 
excavation for the pool. The existing outbuilding (pool house) which was reworked in the Dods 
scheme dates only to 1976.  

Further comments 
 

Inspected externally only. 

Espie Dods stated that he believed the Ashton House to be one of “my best things I’ve done,” and, 
of the three Sydney houses Dods has designed for the client, Robert Ashton, the subject building 
(the second of the three) is the best one. In particular, Dods stated that the finely detailed 
brickwork in the subject house is an “essay in grooves and articulations and how to make a blank 
wall thought out,” reflecting Dods’ keen interest in finely wrought brickwork. The present coverage 
of the street elevation of the house with Virginia creeper is therefore seen by Dods as a serious 
compromise of the elevation. Of the importance of the Ashton House in his career, Dods said that 
it “probably represents growing confidence…it’s a braver house, it’s more unusual [than previous 
designs].” 

HISTORY 

Historical notes The subject house is located on Lots 24 and 25, Section E, of Wallis & Scott’s subdivision of 
Upper Paddington, originally part of the Point Piper Estate. Prior to construction of the subject 
house, the land contained a c.1887 house, Merton, possibly constructed by one E. Trickett. During 
the latter half of the 20th century Merton and the adjacent property 12 Wallis Street reputedly 
operated as a private hospital for a period of time. 
 
In 1983, Robert Ashton acquired the property and commissioned the architect Espie Dods to 
design a new house for the site. It was the second design Dods carried out for Ashton, and Dods 
went on to complete a total of five commissions for Ashton. 

Espie Dods (b. 1944, Brisbane) began his architectural practice in Sydney in 1977 after 
studying architecture at the University of Sydney and taking a master’s degree (Master of 
Arts in Architecture) at University College London, where he pursued a course of study 
involving an anthropological view of architecture. His architecture is “valued because of its 
apparent adherence to traditional forms, essentially English in derivation and classical in 
style. The work of Dods on first impression has a robust, formal appearance strongly 
evocative of the heritage of John Verge. Adapted details from other sources, notably 
Wilkinson, are recognised as the work unfolds, but the lasting impression is that of an 
architecture that explores issues of language and with an organisation in plan which can be 
nothing but the work of a contemporary architect with considerable skill.” (Tzannes, Alex, 
‘Espie Dods: the mask of tradition’, Transition, September/December 1981, p. 62.) 
Espie Dods won the Merit Award for the Ashton House II. 
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 Espie Dods was a pioneer in the 1970s and 80s in the reintroduction to Australian 

architecture of formal and classical concepts, such as symmetry and historical detail, in a 
modern expression style commonly known as Post Modernism. 
From the above, it is reasonable to say that Espie Dods is an important Sydney architect of 
the late 20th century. 
 

Ashton House was awarded a RAIA (NSW Chapter) Merit Award in 1984. The jury cited the house 
as “a great achievement, providing an eminently more sensible model for urban housing than the 
structures of the Victorian terrace.” 

 
HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme N/A 
Local historical theme Contemporary housing 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA] 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The place reflects the late 20th century popularity of the Woollahra area as a fashionable location 
for the residences of professional and business people. In the broader sense, it also represents 
the growing popularity of Woollahra as a historical, cultural landscape of aesthetic and historical 
values. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
As evidenced by its receiving a RAIA (NSW Chapter) Merit Award in 1984, the place reflects the 
contemporary appreciation held for the place by the architecture community at the time, and 
further reflects progressive aesthetic tastes of the time. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The place is associated with Espie Dods, who is an important Sydney architect of the late 20th 
century. 
 
The building is one of a group of works by Espie Dods, and forms part of the architect’s body of 
work.  
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of high significance at a local level. 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
Albeit without sighting interiors, the building is a very good example of Late Twentieth Century 
Post Modern style architectural design, exhibiting features such as the rusticated brickwork 
façade, portico, moulded external architraves and roof lantern which are features employed by 
Dods in a highly crafted and intellectual manner reflecting ideas of formal and classical concepts, 
such as symmetry and historical detail, for which he is well regarded. The references to historical 
building features, typically associated with the Late Twentieth Century Post Modern style, are here 
used with a degree of finesse which elevates the building to an aesthetic statement of a high 
order. The building is an early (1983) example of Dods’ architecture, and one of the first in which 
the elements were integrated with such fine resolution. 
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level. 
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
As evidenced by its inclusion in Jennifer Taylor’s Australian Architecture Since 1960, the place is 
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 held in high regard by Australian architects and others interested in Australian architecture.  

This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The archaeological potential of the place is low (see above).  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a resource for the understanding of the architectural detailing of the architect, Espie 
Dods, particularly the highly detailed concrete and brickwork. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
N/A 
 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
As indicated above, the building is a very good example of Late 20th Century Post Modern style 
architecture.  
This attribute by itself is of moderate significance at a local level.  
 
The building is an outstanding example of the architecture of Espie Dods. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
Even without internal inspection, the place retains sufficient aspects of its original design to retain 
its cultural significance. The introduction of the air conditioning condenser above the garage is 
detracting, as is the spread of ivy across the street elevation. However, these intrusions are 
reversible, and do not lessen the ability of the place to demonstrate the building’s original external 
design. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

List as a heritage item on Woollahra LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 12 DP 
738258. 
Encourage removal of air conditioning condenser and Virginia creeper from street elevation of 
house. 

 
INFORMATION SOURCES 

Type 
Site 
Inspection 

Author/Client 
Clive Lucas Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Title 
External site inspection 

Year 
2004 

Repository 
Clive Lucas Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Interview Clive Lucas Stapleton 
and Partners Pty Ltd 

Interview with Espie Dods 2004 Clive Lucas Stapleton and 
Partners Pty Ltd 

Architectural 
Plans 

 Espie Dods Pty Ltd    Working Drawings and Pool 
Layout, Proposed New House 
at 10-12 Wallis Street, 
Woollahra (BA 597/83) 

1983  Woollahra Council 

Written Royal Australian 
Institute of Architects 
(NSW Chapter) 

Merit Award citation Dec 
1984 

Architecture Australia 

Written  Sands Sydney and Suburban 
Street Directory 
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Certificates of 
Title 

 Vol 6444 Fol 214  Department of Lands 

Architectural 
Plans 

Delmar Air Conditioning 
Pty Ltd 

Supplementary Heating & 
Cooling (DA 1249/99) 

1999 Woollahra Council 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd (Ian Stapleton & Meg Quinlisk) 
 

2005 

 
IMAGES 

Image caption  
 

Street elevation of 10 Wallis Street. 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas Stapleton and Partners Pty 
Ltd 

Image caption  
 

Detail showing moulded concrete lintel over garage door. 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas Stapleton and Partners Pty 
Ltd 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

 

Former name No. 84 Tralawera / Talawera and No. 86 Dela Kaba 

Item type Built 
Semi-detached Queen Anne styled houses 

Significant  
Area or Group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
84-86 

Street 
Wallis Street 

Suburb 
Woollahra 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 1, 2 
 

DP  771174 
 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Richard C. Ridge 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residential  

Former 
Residential 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The two storey Queen Anne style pair of semi detached houses are distinctive because of their imposing 
scale and their generously proportioned two-storey Queen Ann Style exterior used in a semi-detached 
arrangement.  The asymmetrical roof composition serves to breakdown the symmetry of the main façade 
giving the impression of a single large imposing residence.  They appear to be largely intact and are a fine 
representative example that demonstrates a particular imposing semi-detached housing typology of the upper 
middle classes, not commonly found in the Sydney region.   

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area Study 

Other Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area DCP 2003 
– West Woollahra Precinct Contributory Item 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Unknown 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years  1898 

Physical 
Description 

Large two storey face brick Queen Anne style semi-detached pair of houses built to the side boundaries.  The 
buildings are set relatively close to the street with small front garden areas.  Asymmetrical hipped and gabled 
tiled roof, with finely detailed brick chimneys set at the opposite ends of the main ridge.  Red based 
polychromatic brickwork with darker vertical accents on the feature gabled ends set to the sides.  The gable 
ends are half-timbered.   
 
The buildings are entered through a large entry porch recessed behind a large arch in the façade.  At the 
upper level above the entry, each building has a set of three timber surrounded keyhole shaped double hung 
sash windows with the top sash multi-paned.  The outer arched windows under the gable ends similarly have 
a set of three double hung sash windows, fit to the shape of the arch, with the top sashes multi-paned.   
 
The western gable has been replaced with a flat roof.  The entry arches have been filled in with wrought iron 
gates and grills in dissimilar patterns and details.  The two buildings display opposing paint colour schemes to 
the external joinery in either black or white.  The porch lobby to No. 86 is rendered and painted.   
 
There is a painted brick and cast iron palisade fence across the street boundary contemporary with the 
building.   

Physical condition 
 

Appears good.   

Modification and  
Dates 
 

No. 84 alterations and additions1987 and 1990 – details undetermined 
No. 86 alterations and additions 1987 – details undetermined.   
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Archaeological 
potential  
 

Formerly cottages on the respective sites – archaeological potential low 

Further comments 
 

 

HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

Built 1898.   
Leased to tenants prior to at least 1950.   

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Accommodation / Domestic life 

Local historical theme Housing / Street pattern and subdivision 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 

• Built in 1898, the houses date from a key period of significance for the precinct, replacing two 
earlier cottages on the site and demonstrating the shift in housing stock at the time to a larger 
scale consistent with the local development terraced houses.   

 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• No historical association has been established.   
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 

• The pair of buildings exhibit good levels of craftsmanship in the Federation Queen Anne style, 
especially the ensemble of varied roof shapes, prominent street facing gable, chimney details, 
brick arches and window treatments.  The pair are unusual due to their generously proportioned 
two-storey Queen Ann Style exterior used in a semi-detached arrangement.  The asymmetrical 
roof composition serves to breakdown the symmetry of the main façade giving the impression of a 
single large imposing residence.   

• The buildings are a distinctive part of the Wallis Street streetscape, are highly visible also from the 
busy Oxford Street thoroughfare, and face directly onto the open siding of the two streets 
attributing landmark qualities to the intersection.   

  

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

• As private residences they yield little social significance, however they make a prominent positive 
contribution to the physical fabric and character of the Conservation Area and hence contributing 
to the Woollahra community’s sense of place.  They have limited social significance.   

 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 

• As the houses are good relatively rare examples in Sydney of two storey Federation Queen Anne 
style pair of semi-detached residences built to side boundaries and appear to retain much of their 
original fabric, they have some potential to yield information on early life in Sydney as well as the 
changes in building use and construction that occurred around that time.  However this association 
is considered insufficient with the building having been constructed to traditional techniques and 
materials of the period.  Overall the houses are considered to have little to no technical 
significance.   
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Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• This Queen Anne type of residence is relatively rare in Woollahra and the Sydney region.  This is 
especially the case of the two storey semi-detached form built to the side boundaries.  Other 
Queen Anne examples can be found in Darling Point (external to study Conservation Area) at 37-
41 Etham Avenue, and 15 & 17 Mona Road.  These are all buildings that sit in the round, are of a 
lesser mass and bulk, and differing degrees of stylistic detailing.   

• The only other examples readily identified similar to the subject buildings are in North Sydney.   
  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 

• The pair of residences show design and constructional attributes that are fine representative 
examples of Federation Queen Anne style development in Woollahra. 

• The pair built to the side boundaries contributes to the terraced house typology, typical of the 
precinct including elsewhere in Wallis Street and the Woollahra Conservation Area.   

  

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects, which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 

• Except for the missing gable to the west, the elevations of the building, in particular the strong 
visual imagery of the building appears largely intact and well maintained from the street.   

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations  
 

Listing as a heritage item in Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 1995 is recommended.   

A comprehensive heritage analysis and heritage impact statement report should be undertaken to guide any 
proposals for works to the building/site.  Consideration should be given to the reconstruction of the western 
gable and unifying the paint scheme for the two buildings without additional painting of face brickwork.   

 
Conservation Policy 
 
This Heritage Inventory Data sheet highlights the heritage significance of the place as determined through a 
study and concludes that enough evidence exists for the heritage significance to be protected under the 
provisions of  relevant local environmental plan and development control. Where work to the item requires 
prior consent from the Council. Applicants must submit a statement of heritage impact with a development 
application.  The Council may also require a conservation management plan to be submitted.  Refer to the 
Council’s Guide for Preparing a Statement of Heritage Impact, which is part of the DA Guide. 
 
The evolutionary development of the property, the architectural style, landscaping elements, the building’s 
setting and its presentation to the streetscape all contribute to the heritage significance of the property to 
varying degrees and levels of importance.  As part of the statement of heritage impact, a careful analysis of 
the built fabric should be undertaken. Depending on the scope of the work proposed a grading of significant 
fabric will need to be determined.   
 
The fabric of the place can be separated into categories of high, medium, low and intrusive in terms of its 
contribution to the heritage significance of the place.  The essential principle is that any changes to the place 
should be located in sections that are of least significance and be sympathetic to the overall presentation and 
heritage significance of the place.  Elements of higher significance should be retained, maintained and 
conserved.  Intrusive elements should be resolved in relation to the heritage appreciation of the place.   
 
No works should be carried out which obscure or reduce the visual relationship of the building to the heritage 
significance of its setting, vistas or views.   

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  Author/Client Title Year Repository 
Ratebooks 
 

Woollahra Council Ratebooks various Woollahra Local History Library 

BA records Woollahra Council BA records summary  Woollahra Council Archives 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
 

2004 
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84-86 Wallis Street, Woollahra 
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copyright holder 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
item 

 

Former name No. 84 Tralawera / Talawera and No. 86 Dela Kaba 

Item type Built 
Semi-detached Queen Anne styled houses 

Significant  
Area or Group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
84-86 

Street 
Wallis Street 

Suburb 
Woollahra 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 1, 2 
 

DP  771174 
 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Richard C. Ridge 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residential  

Former 
Residential 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

The two storey Queen Anne style pair of semi detached houses are distinctive because of their imposing 
scale and their generously proportioned two-storey Queen Ann Style exterior used in a semi-detached 
arrangement.  The asymmetrical roof composition serves to breakdown the symmetry of the main façade 
giving the impression of a single large imposing residence.  They appear to be largely intact and are a fine 
representative example that demonstrates a particular imposing semi-detached housing typology of the upper 
middle classes, not commonly found in the Sydney region.   

Level of 
significance 

 
 

Local 
 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Heritage 
Conservation Area Study 

Other Woollahra Heritage Conservation Area DCP 2003 
– West Woollahra Precinct Contributory Item 

DESCRIPTION 
Designer Unknown 

Builder Unknown 

Construction years  1898 

Physical 
Description 

Large two storey face brick Queen Anne style semi-detached pair of houses built to the side boundaries.  The 
buildings are set relatively close to the street with small front garden areas.  Asymmetrical hipped and gabled 
tiled roof, with finely detailed brick chimneys set at the opposite ends of the main ridge.  Red based 
polychromatic brickwork with darker vertical accents on the feature gabled ends set to the sides.  The gable 
ends are half-timbered.   
 
The buildings are entered through a large entry porch recessed behind a large arch in the façade.  At the 
upper level above the entry, each building has a set of three timber surrounded keyhole shaped double hung 
sash windows with the top sash multi-paned.  The outer arched windows under the gable ends similarly have 
a set of three double hung sash windows, fit to the shape of the arch, with the top sashes multi-paned.   
 
The western gable has been replaced with a flat roof.  The entry arches have been filled in with wrought iron 
gates and grills in dissimilar patterns and details.  The two buildings display opposing paint colour schemes to 
the external joinery in either black or white.  The porch lobby to No. 86 is rendered and painted.   
 
There is a painted brick and cast iron palisade fence across the street boundary contemporary with the 
building.   

Physical condition 
 

Appears good.   

Modification and  
Dates 
 

No. 84 alterations and additions1987 and 1990 – details undetermined 
No. 86 alterations and additions 1987 – details undetermined.   
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Archaeological 
potential  
 

Formerly cottages on the respective sites – archaeological potential low 

Further comments 
 

 

HISTORY 
Historical notes  
 
 

Built 1898.   
Leased to tenants prior to at least 1950.   

HISTORICAL THEMES 
State historical theme Accommodation / Domestic life 

Local historical theme Housing / Street pattern and subdivision 

ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 
Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 

• Built in 1898, the houses date from a key period of significance for the precinct, replacing two 
earlier cottages on the site and demonstrating the shift in housing stock at the time to a larger 
scale consistent with the local development terraced houses.   

 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• No historical association has been established.   
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 

• The pair of buildings exhibit good levels of craftsmanship in the Federation Queen Anne style, 
especially the ensemble of varied roof shapes, prominent street facing gable, chimney details, 
brick arches and window treatments.  The pair are unusual due to their generously proportioned 
two-storey Queen Ann Style exterior used in a semi-detached arrangement.  The asymmetrical 
roof composition serves to breakdown the symmetry of the main façade giving the impression of a 
single large imposing residence.   

• The buildings are a distinctive part of the Wallis Street streetscape, are highly visible also from the 
busy Oxford Street thoroughfare, and face directly onto the open siding of the two streets 
attributing landmark qualities to the intersection.   

  

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 

• As private residences they yield little social significance, however they make a prominent positive 
contribution to the physical fabric and character of the Conservation Area and hence contributing 
to the Woollahra community’s sense of place.  They have limited social significance.   

 

Technical/Research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 

• As the houses are good relatively rare examples in Sydney of two storey Federation Queen Anne 
style pair of semi-detached residences built to side boundaries and appear to retain much of their 
original fabric, they have some potential to yield information on early life in Sydney as well as the 
changes in building use and construction that occurred around that time.  However this association 
is considered insufficient with the building having been constructed to traditional techniques and 
materials of the period.  Overall the houses are considered to have little to no technical 
significance.   
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Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 

• This Queen Anne type of residence is relatively rare in Woollahra and the Sydney region.  This is 
especially the case of the two storey semi-detached form built to the side boundaries.  Other 
Queen Anne examples can be found in Darling Point (external to study Conservation Area) at 37-
41 Etham Avenue, and 15 & 17 Mona Road.  These are all buildings that sit in the round, are of a 
lesser mass and bulk, and differing degrees of stylistic detailing.   

• The only other examples readily identified similar to the subject buildings are in North Sydney.   
  

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 

• The pair of residences show design and constructional attributes that are fine representative 
examples of Federation Queen Anne style development in Woollahra. 

• The pair built to the side boundaries contributes to the terraced house typology, typical of the 
precinct including elsewhere in Wallis Street and the Woollahra Conservation Area.   

  

Integrity  
 
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects, which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 

• Except for the missing gable to the west, the elevations of the building, in particular the strong 
visual imagery of the building appears largely intact and well maintained from the street.   

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommendations  
 

Listing as a heritage item in Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 1995 is recommended.   

A comprehensive heritage analysis and heritage impact statement report should be undertaken to guide any 
proposals for works to the building/site.  Consideration should be given to the reconstruction of the western 
gable and unifying the paint scheme for the two buildings without additional painting of face brickwork.   

 
Conservation Policy 
 
This Heritage Inventory Data sheet highlights the heritage significance of the place as determined through a 
study and concludes that enough evidence exists for the heritage significance to be protected under the 
provisions of  relevant local environmental plan and development control. Where work to the item requires 
prior consent from the Council. Applicants must submit a statement of heritage impact with a development 
application.  The Council may also require a conservation management plan to be submitted.  Refer to the 
Council’s Guide for Preparing a Statement of Heritage Impact, which is part of the DA Guide. 
 
The evolutionary development of the property, the architectural style, landscaping elements, the building’s 
setting and its presentation to the streetscape all contribute to the heritage significance of the property to 
varying degrees and levels of importance.  As part of the statement of heritage impact, a careful analysis of 
the built fabric should be undertaken. Depending on the scope of the work proposed a grading of significant 
fabric will need to be determined.   
 
The fabric of the place can be separated into categories of high, medium, low and intrusive in terms of its 
contribution to the heritage significance of the place.  The essential principle is that any changes to the place 
should be located in sections that are of least significance and be sympathetic to the overall presentation and 
heritage significance of the place.  Elements of higher significance should be retained, maintained and 
conserved.  Intrusive elements should be resolved in relation to the heritage appreciation of the place.   
 
No works should be carried out which obscure or reduce the visual relationship of the building to the heritage 
significance of its setting, vistas or views.   

 

INFORMATION SOURCES 
Type  Author/Client Title Year Repository 
Ratebooks 
 

Woollahra Council Ratebooks various Woollahra Local History Library 

BA records Woollahra Council BA records summary  Woollahra Council Archives 

AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT 
Graham Brooks and Associates Pty Ltd 
 

2004 
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ITEM DETAILS 
Current name of 
proposed item 

Henwood House 

Former name  

Item type Archaeological, Built, Landscape, Movable/Collection, Area/Group/complex 
Built 

Significant  
area or group 

Name 
 

Address 
 

Number 
159 

Street 
Windsor Street 

Suburb 
Paddington 

Property 
description by Council 

Lot 
69 

Section 
1 

DP 
180 

Original owner 
 

Name 
Mr GV Henwood (from original BA drawings) 

Address 
 

Use 
 

Current 
Residence 

Former 
Residence 

Statement of 
significance 
 
 
 
 

With its balance of urban contextual design, Neo-Classical (Soanian) design influences, 
sophisticated and innovative internal planning including cross sectional arrangement, sequential 
axis, and refined detailing, the building is an exemplary work of Late Twentieth Century Modern 
style architecture, which, at the time of its design, “bypassed all current waves of style and 
expression and achieved excellence in all fundamental aspects of design” (Quarry 1997, p. 73).  
As evidenced by its receiving the RAIA (NSW Chapter) Wilkinson Award in 1988, and the 1988 
RAIA Robin Boyd Award, the place reflects the contemporary appreciation held for it by the 
architecture community, and further reflects progressive aesthetic tastes of the time. The building 
is the forerunner of a group of urban town house work of the architect, Alexander Tzannes, who is 
a prominent late-20th century Sydney architect (including Nursey House, Duschen House, Holmes 
House, Armitage House, and Arthur House), forming part of the architect’s body of work. 

Level of 
significance 

State 
Yes - Some 

Local 
Yes - High 

Heritage listings 
 

Woollahra Council LEP 1995 (as amended): Located within the Paddington Heritage 
Conservation Area 
State Heritage Register / Inventory: No / No 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects (NSW Chapter) Register of 20th Century Buildings of 
Significance: No 
National Trust of Australia (NSW): No 

DESCRIPTION 

Designer Alexander Tzannes Architects  

Builder ANF Constructions Pty. Ltd. (from architect interview) 

Construction years   1983-1985 

Physical 
description 

No. of Storeys: 3 with 2 level rear garage wing. 
Roof: Not visible from street level, original plans submitted to Woollahra Council (BA 1039/83) 
show Colorbond and metal deck roof with fixed glass skylight. (Louvres shown over skylight on 
original drawings not built.) 
Walls: Articulated rendered brick with rustication to ground level, rendered brickwork to upper 
levels, all painted concrete colour. 
Windows & Doors: Panelled, timber moulded French windows and doors to ground level; double 
hung and casement timber windows to upper levels. 
Form & Structure: Terrace house form (without rear wing) of structural brickwork walls and 
concrete floors and framed roof with stepped rear elevation and skylight over internal stairwell 
introducing light to southern courtyard and internal rooms respectively.  
Style or period: Constructed early 1980’s in late Twentieth Century Modern style with strong Neo-
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Classical (Soanian) influences. 
Interiors: Not inspected. BA drawings show ground floor consisting of study, kitchen, dining, and 
living rooms; first floor consisting of laundry, bedroom 1, bedroom 2, WC’s, and landscaped 
terrace; and attic floor consisting of bedroom 3, ensuite, dressing room, and balcony. Rear garage 
with studio over. Interior finishes are generally Queensland kauri timber floors with render and set 
plaster walls and plaster board ceilings. The attic floor bathroom is stone tiled and other 
bathrooms and laundry are white tiled. 
Contribution to streetscape: Through its height, form, massing, detailing, front palisade fence, 
and complementary setback, the place makes a refined contribution to a streetscape dominated 
by late 19th century terrace housing typical of the Paddington area. 
Landscaping: Sandstone paved steps to front door, rendered brick and iron palisade fence 
fronting Windsor Street. Minimal landscaping at front of house. 
Other: Garage of articulated rendered brickwork to rear laneway (Paddington Lane), painted 
concrete colour; surmounted by (added) rendered brickwork first floor pavilion set back with steel 
and aluminium glazing bar studio light of frosted glass. Flat roof planted with grass. Air 
conditioning condenser mounted next to studio light. Fencing to Windsor Street is a contemporary 
palisade fence. 

Physical condition 
 

In good order 

Modification and  
dates 
 

The first floor studio addition to the garage was designed by Wendy Lewin Pty. Ltd., Architect, and 
constructed in 1998 (BA1297/97). An earlier building application, lodged in 1989 (BA0063/89), 
appears to have proposed similar works to the garage, but does not appear to have been carried 
out.  
 

Archaeological 
potential  
 

Due to the long period of European occupation of this site, the archaeological potential for 
Aboriginal cultural material is low. 
There is little potential for archaeological remains relating only to the mid-19th century 
development of the area due to disturbance caused by construction of the subject building. A fibro 
shed was present on the site prior to construction of the subject building, evidence of which would 
be of little significance in understanding the early to mid 20th century development of the place. 
 

Further comments 
 

Inspected externally only. 
Plans held by Woollahra Council in relation to the original building application (BA1039/83) show a 
steel verandah proposed which was not built. The architect advised that the front façade was 
designed with a verandah in order to gain Council approval, and then an amendment was sought 
to delete the verandah from the plans, which was approved only after the owner took up 
occupancy in the house. 
Of the Henwood House, the architect Alexander Tzannes said “I think it’s a very interesting 
building. I like the logic of it. We use the logic to this day. I think it was interesting to re-establish 
masonry as an expressive, contemporary and interesting material…While it’s a good house I think 
there is a collection of houses – the Nursey Home [1997, Paddington] in particular is obviously the 
best of this genre so far, but you can also look at Duschen House and the Holmes House and then 
more recently the Armitage House and, not by my hand but by Phillip Ross, who is one of the 
directors here, the Arthur House [2004]. I think they are all as a family quite an interesting 
collection and they demonstrate the development of that type and also the continuing interface 
with the planning controls…So I still think [the Henwood House] is important from my practice’s 
perspective.” 
The logic referred used by Tzannes in the Henwood House enabled the new building to fit within 
the envelope of the adjoining building, while exceeding the prescribed floor-space ratio by about 
30% through the introduction of an additional floor level. Light penetration to the interior of the 
building is maximised by the use of a skylit stair well, while the stepped rear elevation ensures that 
sunlight reaches the southern courtyard. The planning of the building and its successors reflect 
Tzannes’ background in urban design and his exploration of better models for building in an urban 
environment. 
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HISTORY 

Historical notes  
 

 

The inner area of Paddington was largely developed during the last quarter of the nineteenth 
century with the subdivision of the Underwood Estate. In 1875 the Underwood ‘Paddington’ Estate 
subdivision offered for 606 lots with largely 20 ft street frontages, laid out along Sutherland, 
Hargrave, Windsor, Paddington and Underwood Streets.  
 
An earlier house occupied the subject site by c1886, when it is shown a detail survey. Eveline 
Victoria and Sidney Joseph Candish owned the property for nearly 50 years, from 1934 until 1982 
when it was sold to the current owner, G.V. Henwood. 
 
Henwood commissioned the architect Alexander Tzannes to design a new house for the site. The 
existing structure on the site was demolished in 1983, and by the end of 1985 Henwood House 
was completed. An early sketch design for the street elevation of the house (Mitchell Library, 
PXD603/265, 266) shows a distinctly Soanian arrangement later simplified for the as-constructed 
design. Originally rejected by Council, the proposal eventually won approval in a drawn out 
process, and the Henwood House is now often pointed to as a model for successful infill. The 
success of the design contributed to a review by Woollahra Council of planning controls in the 
locality. 
 

Alexander Tzannes completed the University of Sydney BS (Arch) and BArch degrees, 
where his influential teachers were Glenn Murcutt, Richard LePlastrier, and Douglas 
Gordon. His interest in urban design led him to postgraduate study at Columbia University 
(USA). Tzannes’ architecture is “founded on classical principles of proportion and 
progression.” (Taylor, Jennifer, 1990, Australian Architecture Since 1960, Melbourne: Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects National Education Division.) 
Tzannes has won three Merit Awards and three Wilkinson Awards. 
Alexander Tzannes was an early proponent of the reintroduction of a formal design 
approach, influenced by historical precedents, which can be seen as a deeply 
rooted strand of Post Modernism. Tzannes is a pioneer in modern innovative design 
approaches to infill housing where articulation and scale are substituted for overt 
historical references. 
From the above it is reasonable to say that Alexander Tzannes is a prominent and important 
Sydney architect of the late 20th century. 

The Henwood House was awarded the RAIA (NSW Chapter) Wilkinson Award in 1988, and the 
1988 RAIA Robin Boyd Award. The award citation states that the Henwood House shows that  
“…infill housing can achieve charm and space in a tiny lot and still be built on a tight budget. It is a 
marvellous balance, thoughtfully designed in context with its neighbours while breaking new 
ground. The central skylit cross stair well is astonishing in a house of this size and is bathed in 
light, bringing it right into the heart of this modern terrace house. The southern external wall is 
stepped so that, for most of the year, sunlight reaches the southern courtyard. It is amazing how 
much has been fitted into this 5.5 metre wide house. It even has a generous ground floor ceiling 
height while fitting in two more floors still within the roof line of its two-storey neighbours. The 
Henwood House is an exercise in planning and design that reaches levels of elegance and 
refinement rarely achieved in contemporary domestic architecture. It represents and approach that 
completely by-passes all new waves of style and expression and forthrightly achieves excellence 
in all fundamental aspects of design. Deep within an area largely composed of lace-fronted 
terraces and controlled by regulations structured to create new imitations of the same, the 
Henwood House projects a subtle but distinctive individuality. Despite the additional storey, the 
parapet is kept in line with the silhouette level of its neighbours. This has allowed a lower site 
covereage than other terraces and, consequently, a larger garden area with more sunshine and 
more light. There are lessons here for anyone wanting to live in the city. Lessons on the use of 
space, the internal planning and, above all, the sense of ‘home’ and shelter captured elegantly in a 
house that is fun…” 

HISTORICAL THEMES 

State historical theme Creative endeavour 
Local historical theme Contemporary housing 
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ASSESSMENT of HERITAGE CRITERIA 

Historical  
significance 
SHR criterion (a) 

 

An item is important in the course, or pattern, of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history  
 
The place reflects the late 20th century regeneration of the Paddington area as a fashionable 
location for the residence of professional and business people in the late 20th century. In a 
broader sense, it also represents the continued popularity of the Paddington area in the mid to late 
20th century as a historical cultural landscape of high aesthetic and historic values. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
As evidenced by its receiving the RAIA (NSW Chapter) Wilkinson Award in 1988, and the 1988 
RAIA Robin Boyd Award, the place reflects the contemporary appreciation held for it by the 
architecture community, and further reflects progressive aesthetic tastes of the time.  
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a state level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 
The place is significant in making an impact on thinking about the design of infill buildings in the 
Woollahra local government area where the Council had previously preferred designs that more 
closely copied 19th century terrace house design. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 

Historical  
association 
significance 
SHR criterion (b) 

 

An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of persons, of 
importance in Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
The place is strongly associated with the architect Alexander Tzannes, who is a prominent and 
important Sydney architect of the late 20th century. 
  
The building is one of a group of works by Alexander Tzannes, and forms part of the architect’s 
body of work, and was the forerunner of a group of urban town house work of Tzannes & 
Associates, including Duschen House, Holmes House, Armitage House, and Arthur House. 
Each of the two attributes above, by themselves, is of some significance at a local level. When 
considered with other aspects of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered 
to be of high significance at a local level. 
 

Aesthetic 
significance 
SHR criterion (c) 
 

An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of creative or technical 
achievement in Woollahra. 
 
With its balance of urban contextual design, Neo-Classical (Soanian) design influences, 
sophisticated and innovative internal planning including cross sectional arrangement, sequential 
axis, and refined detailing, the building is an exemplary work of Late Twentieth Century Modern 
style architecture, reflecting ideas of formal architecture and classiciism which give a post modern 
flavour, and which, at the time of its design, “bypassed all current waves of style and expression 
and achieved excellence in all fundamental aspects of design” (Quarry 1997, p. 73). The design 
went on to be highly influential in townhouse design. 
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level.  
 

Social significance 
SHR criterion (d) 
 
 

An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in Woollahra for social, 
cultural or spiritual reasons. 
 
The significance of the place to the architectural community and within the body of Tzannes’ work 
is evidenced by its inclusion in Jennifer Taylor’s Australian Architecture Since 1960, where it is 
described as “the most lucid expression of his intent” (p. 204). The significance of the place to the 
architectural community and within the body of Tzannes’ work is also evidenced by its inclusion in 
Graham Jahn’s guide, Sydney Architecture.  
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
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Technical/research 
significance 
SHR criterion (e) 
 

An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding Woollahra’s cultural or 
natural history. 
 
The archaeological potential of the place is low (see above). 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a resource for the understanding of the architectural detailing of the architect, 
Alexander Tzannes. 
This attribute by itself is of low significance at a local level. 
 

Rarity 
SHR criterion (f) 
 
 

An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of Woollahra’s cultural or natural history. 
 
N/A 
 

Representativeness  
SHR criterion (g) 
 

 

An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of Woollahra’s cultural or natural 
places or cultural or natural environments. 
 
The building is an outstanding exemplar of the Late Twentieth Century Post Modern style. 
This attribute by itself is of high significance at a local level. 
 
The building is a seminal and outstanding example of the architecture of Alexander Tzannes. 
This attribute by itself is of some significance at a local level. When considered with other aspects 
of significance in this assessment, the place should be considered to be of high significance at a 
local level. 
 

Integrity  
 

The degree to which the item retains the aspects which make it significant under the criteria above. 
 
Even without recent internal inspection, the place retains sufficient aspects of its original design to 
make it significant. Alterations to the garage are sympathetic and do not negatively impact on the 
integrity of the place. 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Recommendations  
 

List as a heritage item on Woollahra LEP. The boundary of the listing should be Lot 69 Section 1 
DP 180. 
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IMAGES 
Image caption  
 

Windsor Street elevation of Henwood House. 

 
 
Image year 2004 Image author and 

copyright holder 
Clive Lucas, Stapleton and Partners Pty Ltd 

 
Image caption  
 

Rear lane view of Henwood House, showing the Wendy Lewin-designed studio above the garage. 
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copyright holder 
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