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Woollahra Municipal Council 

 

Notice of Meeting 
 

 

 

6 July 2017 

 

 

To: Her Worship the Mayor, Councillor Toni Zeltzer ex-officio 

Councillors  Ted Bennett 

Peter Cavanagh 

Luise Elsing 

Greg Levenston 

Anthony Marano 

Katherine O’Regan 

Andrew Petrie 

Matthew Robertson 

Deborah Thomas 

Susan Wynne 

 

 

Dear Councillors 

 

 

 

Ordinary Council Meeting – 10 July 2017 
 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, I request your attendance at 

Council’s Ordinary Council Meeting meeting to be held in the Council Chambers, 536 New 

South Head Road, Double Bay, on Monday 10 July 2017 at 6.00pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Gary James 

General Manager 
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Meeting Agenda 
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1. Confirmation of Minutes 

Ordinary Council Meeting 26 June 2017  

2. Leave of Absence and Apologies .......................................................................................... 7 

1.1 Leave of Absence - 17/122030 .................................................................................... 7  

3. Declarations of Interest 

4. Late Correspondence 

5. Petitions Tabled 

6. Mayoral Minute ..................................................................................................................... 9 

6.1 Vale Charles Widdy - 17/123606 ................................................................................. 9   

7. Public Forum 

 Ronnie Stein – Discussing possibility of a section of Northland Road, Bellevue Hill,  

 be closed to traffic 

8. General Manager and Officer’s Report  ............................................................................. Nil  

9. Reports of the Committees 

9.1 Corporate & Works Committee ........................................... 3 July 2017 

No Meeting 

9.2 Development Control Committee ........................................ 3 July 2017 

Nil ‘R’ Items 

9.3 Urban Planning Committee .................................................. 26 June 2017 

No Meeting 

9.4 Community & Environment Committee .............................. 26 June 2017 ................ 13  

R1 Community, Cultural & Environmental Grants 2017/18 ................................. 13  

R2 Cooper Park Community Garden ..................................................................... 13    

10. Rescission Motion  ............................................................................................................. Nil 

11. Notices of Motion  .............................................................................................................. Nil 

12. Questions for Next Meeting ................................................................................................ 15 

12.1 Questions for Next Meeting - 17/123236 ................................................................... 15   
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1. Leave of Absence and Apologies 
 

Item No: 1.1 

From: Councillor Deborah Thomas 

File No: 17/122030 

Reason for Report: Seeking Leave of Absence for all meetings of the Council and its 

Committees from Monday 10 July 2017 to Saturday 5 August 2017 

inclusive. 

 
 

Recommendation: 

 

That Leave of Absence for all meetings of the Council and its Committees be granted to Councillor 

Deborah Thomas for the period from Monday 10 July 2017 to Saturday 5 August 2017 inclusive. 
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6. Mayoral Minute 
 

Item No: 6.1   

Subject: VALE CHARLES WIDDY 

Author: Toni Zeltzer, Mayor of Woollahra  

File No: 17/123606 

Reason for Report: To place on public record our sympathy to the family and friends of the late 

Charles Widdy and to convey our gratitude for his valued and 

commendable public service as a former Woollahra Mayor and Alderman. 

 
 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT Council place on public record Woollahra Council’s recognition of the outstanding 

contributions to the community made by the late Charles Bernard Alexander Widdy through 

his representation as a former Mayor and Alderman. 

 

B. THAT the Mayor write on behalf of the Council and the community to the family of Charles 

Widdy to convey our sympathy and our gratitude for his service to the community of 

Woollahra. 

 
 

 

I was saddened to hear about the passing of former Mayor and friend of Woollahra, Charles 

Bernard Alexander Widdy. I thank his stepson, Simon Beavis, who kindly contacted my office to 

inform us of this sad event. 

 

Simon informed us that Charles died peacefully in the Southern Highlands on the 28th of June 2017 

at the age of 78. Charles was remembered, honoured and farewelled at a service at the Christ 

Church in Moss Vale on Thursday 6 July. 

 

Charles Widdy was elected as a representative of 

the Woollahra Action Committee and Paddington 

Ward Alderman in 1977and served on Woollahra 

Council for 10 years. Charles was Deputy Mayor in 

1980 and Mayor of Woollahra in 1981 and again in 

1987. Below is an image of Charles Widdy in his 

Mayoral robes and chains. Well before stepping 

into a political role, Charles had enjoyed a 

successful career in retail.   He cuts a fine and also 

refined figure in his Mayoral attire.  
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The image below of Alderman Widdy from our Library’s online digital image collection, shows his 

ability to connect with even the youngest of residents. He was always known for his strong 

engagement with the community. Here Alderman Widdy is happily playing with a young child at 

the lego table in the children’s library at St Brigids during the 1980s. This could easily have been 

one of my children who frequented the lego table during the same period.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While on Council Charles resided largely in Point Piper and in Woollahra and he was very 

passionate about the conservation and protection of his Paddington Ward. When he was interviewed 

in 1984, Alderman Widdy pledged support for ‘the concept of Paddington as a conservation area 

with special needs and articulated his aim to maintain the unique environment of Paddington while 

approaching its individual problems with an overall view of sensible planning’.  

 

Alderman Widdy served the following Committees during his time on Council: 

 Building Development and Health;  

 Community and Environmental Planning;  

 Finance and Works;  

 Policy and works ;  

 Strategic and Corporate;  

 Waverley/Woollahra Bondi Junction Development Joint  Committee;  

 Woollahra Bicentennial Community Committee (Architecture and landscape subcommittee). 

 

In this Mayoral Minute, I am very pleased to include a tribute to Charles from local resident and 

much respected former Woollahra Mayor Hylda Rolfe (Mayor 1986 – 1987, 1989 – 1990) who 

served alongside him on Woollahra Council: 

 

Charles was the epitome of courtesy to all of our Council colleagues and to our Woollahra 

community at large. His special care for the heritage values of Paddington was both inspiring 

and instructive.  
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Our sympathy goes to Charles’ stepchildren, Simon and Amanda and their children, Samantha. 

Harry and Benjamin and their extended family and friends at this sad time. We hope they are all 

comforted by the memory of Charles’ long, fulfilling life and his outstanding citizenship. 

 

We are grateful for the time and energy Charles dedicated to our local community. His service to 

our people will be forever appreciated and he will be remembered with great fondness.  

 

I will write to Simon and Amanda to convey Council’s heartfelt sympathy and gratitude for all that 

Charles Widdy did for us here in Woollahra. His funeral notice rightly states, he was a ‘timeless 

gentleman.’ 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Toni Zeltzer 

Mayor of Woollahra 

 

 

 
Note: Images supplied by Woollahra Council’s digital Local History Collection @ Woollahra Library. 

 

 
 

Annexures 

 

Nil   
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9.4. Community & Environment Committee 
 

 

Items with Recommendations from the Committee Meeting of Monday 26 June 2017 

Submitted to the Council for Determination 

 

Item No: R1 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 
COMMUNITY, CULTURAL & ENVIRONMENTAL GRANTS 

2017/18 

Authors: Romi Scodellaro, Community Development Officer 

Flavia Evans, Environmental Education Officer  

Approvers: Kylie Walshe, Director - Community Services 

Tom O'Hanlon, Director - Technical Services  

File No: 17/110661 

Reason for Report: To give consideration to applications for Section 356 Community and 

Cultural Grants and Community Environmental Grants from local 

community groups, services and schools. 

Recommendation: 

 

A. That Council approve the selection panel’s recommendations for the successful 2017/18 

Community and Cultural Large Grants and the first round of the Small Grants. 

 

B. That Council approve the selection panel’s recommendations for successful 2017/18 

Community Environmental Grants. 

  

 

Item No: R2 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: COOPER PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Author: Flavia Evans, Environmental Education Officer  

Approvers: Paul Fraser, Manager - Open Space & Trees 

Tom O'Hanlon, Director - Technical Services  

File No: 17/69008 

Reason for Report: Council to establish a community garden at the site adjacent to the bush 

regeneration area at North Cooper Park under an agreement with Cooper 

Park Community Garden Incorporated. 

Recommendation: 

 

That Council support the provision of a Community Garden located at Cooper Park North as shown 

in the proposed garden layout concept design included as Annexure 1 of the report to the 

Community and Environment Committee on 26 June 2017, noting that the next steps in the project 

will be: 

 

A. Develop a User Agreement with Cooper Park Community Garden Incorporated for the use of 

the Cooper Park Community Gardeners for 12 Months with an option for a 3-year agreement 

after this period; and, 

 

B. That Council engages a contractor to clear existing weeds at the site adjacent to the bush 

regeneration area at North Cooper Park and provides a safe site for the installation of raised 

garden beds by the Cooper Park Community Garden Group. 
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12. Questions for Next Meeting 
 

Item No: 12.1 

Subject: QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING 

Author: Sue O'Connor, Secretarial Support - Governance  

File No: 17/123236 

Reason for Report: To provide a response to Questions for Next Meeting from Council 

Meeting of 26 June 2017 and for Councillors to ask Questions for Next 

Meeting in accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 

 
 

Recommendation: 
 

A. That the responses to previous Questions for Next Meeting be noted. 

B. That Councillors ask Questions for Next Meeting in accordance with Council’s Code of 

Meeting Practice. 

 
 

1. Background: 

 

The provision for Councillors to ask Questions for Next Meeting is contained in Section 3.1 of 

Council's Code of Meeting Practice which states: 

 

3.1 QUESTIONS  

 

1) As a standard practice, a report on “Questions for Next Meeting” shall be listed in all 

agendas of ordinary meetings of council. The agenda item shall contain a report of the 

questions asked at the last council meeting and the responses to those questions and 

provide an opportunity for the councillors to ask questions for the next Council 

Meeting. Councillors may also submit Questions on Notice for inclusion in the council 

meeting business paper.  Questions on Notice are to be submitted to the Council’s 

Governance Department by no later than 10.00am on the Thursday preceding the 

council meeting. 

(2)     Questions asked at a council meeting shall also be submitted in writing. 

(3) The councillor must put every question directly, succinctly and without argument. 

(4) The mayor shall refer the question to the general manager or responsible division head, 

or if the question is directed to another councillor, the councillor concerned. There 

shall be no requirement to answer the question immediately. 

(5) If the answer to a question can be given immediately, and it makes sense to do so, then 

such shall be done and a record made in the minutes of the meeting. If an answer can be 

given, but not immediately, then the mayor shall indicate to whom the question is to be 

directed. 

(6) In the spirit of achieving the expeditious discharge of council business the agenda item 

“Questions for Next Meeting” shall generally be limited to not more than 30 minutes 

duration unless the Council determines otherwise, on the evening in question and by 

way of specific resolution. 
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Questions for Next Meeting should be asked in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 

 

Responses to Councillors Questions for Next meeting on 26 June 2017 are as follows: 

 

Question No: 12.2 Disability Action Plan 

  

Councillor Levenston asking: 

 

Can I thank staff involved in the work for Disability Action Plan, which I think is meritorious and 

will serve us well into the future. 

 

Acting Director Community Services 

 

Thank you, I will pass that on to staff involved. 

 

 

Question No: 12.3 Council Amalgamations - Legal Challenge 

  

Councillor Petrie asking: 

 

There is an email out today that was not confidential, therefore can I ask a question about the High 

Court Appeal.  It is my understanding that the High Court has the most respectable judges in the 

whole of Australia, and that all the judges have put their hands up to sit on that committee and 

therefore is a full bench of seven. 

 

The Mayor in response: 

 

It is a full bench and I think it is telling in regard to our challenge that the full bench wish to be part 

of this decision and it will be a bench of seven. 

 

Councillor Petrie further asking: 

 

My understanding it will be October or November rather than August or September 

The Mayor in response: 

 

Our Lawyers have put in a request not to have the full hearing in September because one of our key 

lawyers is expecting a baby at that time.  It’s interesting that the Government chose that date of 

September but unfortunately that has fallen through to October or November.  High Court hearings 

will be held in Melbourne in September because at that time there is renovations on the High Court 

building.  If it was in September we would be going to Melbourne. But regardless it will be after 

our elections and most of us around the table will not be on Council. 

 

Councillor Petrie further asking: 

 

That leads me to ask my question probably to the General Manager.  If after 9 September we get a 

group of Councillors that are elected and they want to amalgamate and change instructions to our 

lawyers, how consecrated in our actions are we before we all leave on 9 September? Are we 

guaranteed that a new Council will not come in and change this and reverse any instructions we 

took with the appeal. 
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The General Manager in Response: 

 

It comes with no guarantees at all, the newly elected Council is free to make whatever decision it 

likes in relation to the continuation of this matter.   

 

Councillor Petrie further asking: 

 

Therefore if a group of people got together in a newly elected Council with new Councillors to 

reverse and amalgamate with Waverley, the public could lose out, all this done without their 

knowledge. 

 

The Mayor in response: 

 

Yes 

 

The General Manager in Response: 

 

I might add, as they could with any other Council resolution. 

 

 

Question No: 12.4 Loss of Trees - Latimer & Boronia Roads Bellevue Hill 

  

Councillor Robertson asking: 

 

I refer to the development currently underway at the corner of Latimer and Boronia Roads, Bellevue 

Hill.  I recall the protection of trees on the subject site and the street trees adjacent, were the subject 

of debate at the Development Control Committee at the time approval was granted.  I understand 

from local residents that these conditions have not been fulfilled and some trees have been lost. 

 

Will you provide a full update on this matter from a compliance perspective, including any actions 

taken by your staff to date. 

 

Manager Compliance in Response: 

 

It is considered the application referred to in the QWN is development consent DA 306/2013 for 

“Demolition of the existing residential flat building (retention of some building fabric); substantial 

alterations and additions to the existing residential flat building (effectively the construction of a 

new residential flat building)” at 34B Latimer Road Bellevue Hill, which was determined by the 

Development Control Committee on 19 May 2014.  The consent was subsequently modified on 18 

September 2015 and 17 February 2016.   

 

The following comments have been provided by Council’s Tree Management staff with regard to 

the street tree that has been removed from nature strip adjoining 34B Latimer Road Bellevue Hill; 

 

• In January 2016 Council’s Tree Management staff inspected a Small-leaved Peppermint tree 

located on the nature strip.  The majority of the crown was dead.  While the tree was required 

to be retained pursuant to condition A.6 of development consent DA 306/2013, there was no 

works relatively close to the tree and there was nothing notable that would suggest 

construction had impacted on the health of the tree.  There was also no evidence of vandalism 

and the tree protection at the time was generally in line with the conditions of consent. 
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• In circa May 2016 Council removed the street tree noting that the tree was diseased and dead.  

• Small-leaved Peppermint are a species of Eucalyptus which have a relatively short life 

expectancy (approx. 40 years) in the Greater Sydney Region. The subject tree would have 

been about 40 years old when it was removed.  It was concluded that the tree died of natural 

causes and there had not been a breach of development consent DA 306/2013. 

• The constraints of the location (topography and rock outcrop) make installing a new tree in 

the same or similar location unachievable.  Furthermore, 1 x 200 litre pot size Lophostemon 

confertus (Brushbox) is conditioned to be planted in the nature strip on Latimer Road as part 

of the development currently being carried at 34B Latimer Road Bellevue Hill. 

 

On 3 July 2017 staff from Council’s Compliance and Tree Management Sections inspected the site 

noting that contrary to condition B.2 of development consent DA 306/2013 there was; 

 

• no tree protection zone was established for two (2) street trees; and  

• no trunk protection was not established for one (1) street tree; 

 

While it was not considered that the above trees were at any risk due to the current stage of the 

development, a ‘Breach of Development Consent’ letter dated 4 July 2017 was issued to the owners 

of the site. 

 

The architect offered his apology and stated that the trees were previously protected because “the 

whole corner was chained off”.  The architect also stated that arrangements had been made to install 

the required protection without delay.   

 

On 5 July 2017 works had commenced on the installation of the tree and trunk protection required 

by condition B.2 of development consent DA 306/2013. 
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Political Donations – matters to be considered by Councillors at Meetings 

 
 

 

 

  

Action 
Declare a significant non-pecuniary conflict of 

interest, absent yourself from the meeting and take 
no further part in the debate or vote on the matter 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.16(b)) 

Action 

Consider appropriate action required. 
This could include limiting involvement by: 

1. participating in discussion but not in decision making (vote), 
2. participating in decision making (vote) but not in the discussion 

3. not participating in the discussion or decision making (vote) 

4. removing the source of the conflict 

Do you believe the political 
contribution creates a significant 
non-pecuniary conflict of interest 

for you? 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.23) 

Action 
Declare a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest, 
absent yourself from the meeting 

and take no further part in the 
debate or vote on the matter  

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.16(b)) 

Staff to record decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division of votes for the 
determinative resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes. 

Matter before Committee or  

Council Meeting 

Did the applicant, owner (if not 
the applicant) or someone close 

to the applicant make a 
donation in excess of $1,000 
that directly benefited your 

election campaign?  

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.21) 

Is the matter before the meeting 
a Planning Matter? 

Action 

Participate in debate and vote on the matter 

Did the applicant or someone 
close to the applicant make a 
donation less than $1,000 that 
directly benefited your election 

campaign? 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.2) 

Staff to record decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division of votes for the 
determinative resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes. 

No 

No No 

No 

Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
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