
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda: Commemorative Council Meeting 
 
Date: Monday 7 June 2010  
 
Time: 7.45pm



 

Woollahra Municipal Council 
 

Notice of Meeting 
 
 
 
3 June 2010  
 
 
 
To:    His Worship The Mayor, Councillor Andrew Petrie 
         Councillors  Anthony Boskovitz 

Sean Carmichael 
Peter Cavanagh 
Lucienne Edelman 
Nicola Grieve 
Chris Howe 
Susan Jarnason 
Greg Medcraft 
Ian Plater 
Isabelle Shapiro 
David Shoebridge 
Susan Wynne 
Malcolm Young 
Toni Zeltzer 

 
 
 
Dear Councillors 
 
 

Commemorative Council Meeting – 7 June 2010  
 
 
In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, I request your 
attendance at Council’s Commemorative Council Meeting to be held in the Council 
Chambers, 536 New South Head Road, Double Bay, on Monday 7 June 2010  at 7.45pm. 
 
 
 
 
Gary James 
General Manager 
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Mayoral Minute  
 
Mayoral Minute No: 1 

Subject: THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST MEETING OF 
WOOLLAHRA COUNCIL HELD ON 6 JUNE 1860. 

Author: Councillor Andrew Petrie, The Mayor of Woollahra 
File No: 1090.G/150 years 
Reason for Report: To celebrate the 150th anniversary of the first meeting of Woollahra 

Council and record important local history information relevant to the 
celebration of our sesquicentenary. 

 
Recommendation: 
 

1. That the Mayor outline the contents of the first minutes of the first meeting of Woollahra 
Council held on June 6, 1860 and major achievements of the first year of Council. 

 
2. That the Mayor present a framed reproduction of the official Government Gazette of April 

20, 1860 proclaiming the municipality to the General Manager for placement outside the 
Council Chambers meeting room. 

 
3. That a further report be presented to a Community and Environment meeting in the next few 

weeks for consideration of the renaming of our meeting rooms. The names will have 
relevance to the history of our people and places. 

 
 
Background: 
 
Election of Councillors – 28 May 1860 
Nominations for candidates for the office of councillor of the new Woollahra Council were called 
on 21 May 1860 and voting took place on 28 May at four locations: Edmond's Hotel, Double Bay, 
Llewellyn's Victoria Inn, Piper (later Queen) Street, Upper Paddington (later Woollahra), 
Leftwych’s Hotel, Watsons Bay, Criterion Chambers, Sydney.  
On the day 154 people cast their votes – 46 at Double Bay, 59 at Upper Paddington, 9 at Watsons 
Bay and 40 at Sydney – electing nine councillors to represent the municipality. 
 
First meeting – 6 June 1860 

The first meeting of the Council of the Woollahra Municipality was held in the offices of Messrs 
Rowley, Holdsworth and Garrick, solicitors, Elizabeth Street on 6 June 1860. In attendance were 
seven of the nine councillors including: Frederick Oatley, Joseph Trickett, Thomas Bowden, John 
Gorman, James Edwards, Samuel Thompson, Richard Holdsworth. In his absence George Thornton 
was elected the first chairman of the new council. 
 
During its first year of operations Council created the groundwork for the running of the new 
municipality – carrying out valuations and assessments of property and setting rate levels, 
classifying unoccupied lands for rating purposes, preparing estimates for works programs, 
establishing finance and improvement committees and setting up bank accounts. £500 being the 
initial sum required to pay salaries, rent and "other necessary expenses to bring the Council into 
working order". 
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The new council was also occupied with more immediate practical matters such as purchasing 
furniture for the Council Chambers –  including "a table, ten chairs, and two forms", candlesticks 
from Iredale & Co. and stationary from William Moffat. The design of a seal for council was 
executed by Messrs Sands & Kenny and was "greatly approved" of when it was tabled. 
A committee to draw up by-laws for the municipality was formed in July and standing orders of 
council were approved in August. 
A map of the municipality was commissioned which was varnished and mounted in September. 
Council decided that rates could be paid at the chambers on Tuesdays and Fridays between 4.00pm 
and 7.00pm. 
 
The Council dealt with its first nuisance in September: a complaint concerning "a most disgusting 
nuisance existing in certain premises near the junction of Moncur and Wallis Streets” consisting of 
“large accumulations of manure and supposed deposits of nightsoil, dirty pig styes, and night-carts 
with the soil dripping from therein". This complaint resulted in Council’s first summons against Mr 
James Stockbridge. 
 
In its formative year, Council estimated that £3000 was necessary for council’s works program. The 
first road works carried out in the municipality was the repair of Piper (Queen) Street between 
Ocean Street and Old South Head Road in November.  At the same time council resolved to appoint 
a foreman of works to be employed at three pounds per week. The successful applicant was to be a 
"good rough mechanic" and a "working overseer". One of the last resolutions made by Council for 
the year 1860 was that in cases of employment of un-skilled labour preference was to be given to 
the residents of the municipality. 
 
A pressing issue for the newly formed council was to find premises where it could hold regular 
meetings.  At Council’s second meeting held on 26 June 1860, it was resolved that Councillors 
Thompson and Gorman should investigate the securing of "the Iron House (Meymotts) for Council 
Chambers".  At their next meeting the councillors reported that "they had entered into an 
arrangement with Mr Nott and Mr Justice Wise for leasing Woodbine Cottage (the premises in 
which the Meeting were [sic] then assembled) as Council Chambers and Clerk and Surveyors 
residence, for two years at "a yearly rental of fifty two pounds".  
 
Woodbine Cottage, more commonly known as the Iron House, was situated near the corner of 
Edgecliff Road and Ocean Street on part of what is now Edgecliff Square. Randolph Nott, chairman 
of Woollahra Council in 1867, and Edward Wise, a judge on the Supreme Court, were both 
associated with the leasehold of the land upon which the Iron House stood. In about 1860 Wise 
became resident of the mansion Edgecliff House situated on Ocean Street on land he leased from 
the Point Piper Estate. The Iron House came to be part of his estate, presumably after Nott’s 
bankruptcy in 1861. According to the recollections of J. Arthur Dowling, the Iron House was "a 
galvanised iron cottage imported and put together by Randolph Nott, who had interests in the 
locality. Later it became the first Council Chamber of the new Borough of Woollahra".  
 
In 1862 Council renewed the lease to the Iron House and remained there until September the 
following year. From October meetings were held in temporary offices at the corner of Piper (later 
Queen) and Denison (later Holdsworth) Streets. Council moved into its newly built chambers at the 
junction of Ocean and Point Piper (later Jersey) Roads in February 1864. 
After Woollahra Council vacated the Iron House, the dwelling became known as Edgecliff Cottage, 
described in the 1871 Woollahra assessments as a 9 roomed house built of wood and iron. Edgecliff 
House and the surrounding estate including Edgecliff Cottage, was eventually sold to William 
Chapman in 1936. Chapman had plans to subdivide the entire estate, and Edgecliff Cottage along 
with Edgecliff House, was demolished to make way for a new residential flat development. The  
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flats built on the site of the original Iron House, known as Edgecliff House Flats, were designed by 
the architect T. Scott of Green & Scott and erected by 1938. Edgecliff House Flats was resumed in 
1971 for the construction of the Eastern Suburbs Railway. Edgecliff Square was then formed on the 
site. 
 
Timeline summary of significant events: 
 
1859 Petition signed by 144 locals proposing that Darling Point, Upper Paddington and 

Watsons Bay be formed into a municipal district to be named Woollahra. 

1860 Proclamation of the Municipality of Woollahra published in the NSW Government 
Gazette on 20 April 
Proclamation of the Municipality of Paddington published in the NSW Government  
Gazette on 20 April 
Election of the first councillors of the Municipality of Woollahra on 28 May 
Thomas Bowden, James Edwards, John Valentine Gorman, Richard Holdsworth, 
David B. Hughes, Frederick Oatley, Samuel Thompson, George Thornton and 
Joseph Trickett.  
First meeting of the Council held on 6 June at the offices of Messrs Rowley, 
Holdsworth and Garrick, solicitors, in Elizabeth Street. 
George Thornton elected first Chairman (mayor) of Woollahra. 
Thomas Weaver appointed as first Council clerk. 

  Council meeting held on 3 July at the ‘Iron House’ (since demolished), corner of 
Edgecliff Road and Ocean Street, which became the first Council chambers. 

 
1862  Municipality divided into three wards – Bellevue, Double Bay and Piper. 
 
1863  Redleaf, designed by George Mansfield, built for William Walker. 
 
1864  First purpose built chambers, designed by the architect Harold Brees, opens for 

business on 24 February at 90 Ocean Street (today the Goethe-Institut). 
 
1867  Under the Municipalities Act (1867) the existing 35 municipalities (including 

Woollahra and Paddington) declared legally constituted ‘boroughs’. 
 
1888  Municipality divided into 4 wards with the addition of Edgecliff. 
 
1894  Petition organised by the Vaucluse Progress Society to separate from the Borough 

of Woollahra to form the Borough of Vaucluse. 
 
1895  The Borough of Vaucluse proclaimed on 1 April. 
 
1906  Under the Local Government Act (1906) the boroughs of Paddington, Vaucluse and 

Woollahra adopted the term municipality. 
 
1940  Council purchases Redleaf to protect the foreshores of Seven Shillings Beach from 

inappropriate development and to enable the area to be used for public bathing. 
 
1941  Redleaf Pool opens. 
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1947  Council decides to move the chambers from Ocean Street to Redleaf.  The last 
meeting of Council held at the Ocean Street chambers on 28 July 1947. The first 
meeting of Council held at the new chambers at Redleaf on 11 August 1947. 

 
1948 The Municipality of Vaucluse was amalgamated with that of Woollahra on 3 

September. The Municipality of Woollahra was reconstituted from 1 January 1949. 
  The Municipality of Paddington is amalgamated with the City of Sydney on 3 

September. 
 
1968  The section of Paddington north of Oxford Street is amalgamated with the 

Municipality of Woollahra on 1 August. 
 
1971  Five wards created being Vaucluse, Bellevue Hill, Double Bay, Cooper and 

Paddington. 
 
1979  Reduction of number of aldermen from 18 to 15. 
 
2001  Restored and extended Redleaf opened 22 February, architects Allen, Jack + Cottier 

(in association with Design 5) winning the Heritage Award in 2001 for their design. 
 
2002  Approximately 1.4 square kilometres is transferred from the LGA of Woollahra to 

the LGA of Waverley on 29 November. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The following activities have been held, or are scheduled, to mark our sesquicentenary celebrations 
this year: 
 
• The creation of a sesquicentenary logo and artwork to be used on corporate stationery and 

publications for the year 
• A community reception at Redleaf on 20 April, which included the presentation of a 

special Sesquicentenary Award to Mr Bruce Crosson, of the Woollahra History and 
Heritage Society for his generous spirit and an outstanding contribution to the 
preservation and promotion of Woollahra’s local history through text and image 

• The launch of a Council web page on 20 April specifically dedicated to our sesquicentenary 
celebrations and our 150 year history www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/150, complete with photo 
gallery 

• Editorial and photographs placed in the Wentworth Courier to mark our celebrations, followed 
by an afternoon tea celebration for all staff across all Council work locations 

• A special public performance of Schubert’s work by the Woollahra Philharmonic Orchestra on 
June 6 

• Street banners: a gateway treatment of banners promoting the celebrations in our commercial 
centres 

• A display of photographs and text Marking our local milestones : Woollahra celebrates 150 
years was displayed in our customer service centre during Heritage Week to mark the 
anniversary and to promote our collection, prepared by our Local History Centre. 
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Pending activity: 
 
• A report will be presented to a Community and Environment meeting within the next few weeks 

for consideration of the renaming of our meeting rooms. The names will have relevance to the 
history of our people and places 

 
• The Woollahra History and Heritage Society will host a free local history walk on Sunday July 

11 from the Goethe Institut, past the site of the Iron House in Edgecliff and on to Redleaf, where 
afternoon tea will be served. The walk has been promoted and we already have 24 people 
registered. 

 
 
 
 
Cr Andrew Petrie 
Mayor  
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Matter before Committee or 
Council meeting

Did the applicant, owner (if not the applicant)  or 
someone close to the applicant make a donation in 

excess of $1,000 that directly benefited your election 
campaign?  (Code of Conduct Cl 7.23)

Action
Declare a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest, 
absent yourself from the meeting 

and take no further part in the 
debate or vote on the matter
(Code of Conduct Cl 7.17(b))

Did the applicant or someone close to the 
applicant make a donation less than $1,000 that 

directly benefited your election campaign?
(Code of Conduct Cl 7.23)

Do you believe the political 
contribution creates a significant non-
pecuniary conflict of interest for you?

(Code of Conduct Cl 7.24)

Action
Declare a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest, 
absent yourself from the meeting 

and take no further part in the 
debate or vote on the matter
(Code of Conduct Cl 7.17(b))

Action
Participate in debate and vote on 

the matter

Yes

No

YesYes

No

Is the matter before the 
meeting a Planning Matter?Yes

No

Staff to record  decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division 

of votes for the determinative 
resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes

Staff to record  decision process 
(motions/amendments) and 
determinative resolution or 

recommendation in the meeting 
minutes

Action
Consider appropriate action required.

This could include limiting involvement by:
1.  participating in discussion but not in decision 

making (vote),
2. participating in decision making (vote) but not in 

the discussion
3. not participating in the discussion or decision 

making (vote) 
4. removing the source of the conflict

No

or

 POLITICAL DONATIONS DECISION MAKING FLOWCHART  
FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCILLORS 
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