
Oxford Street Working Party  

Meeting Minutes  

 

   Meeting held – Tuesday 26/6/2018 (No. 2/2018) 

 

Present: Councillors: Matthew Robertson (Chair), Megan McEwan, Anthony Marano and 

Harriet Price 

 

 Paddington Business: Daniel Mitchell  

 

 Property owners: Theo Onisforou and Cathy Samios 

 

 Guest: Moshe Rosenzveig, Director – Head On Photo Festival 

 

Professor Ed Blakeley   

 

 Staff: Allan Coker, Director-Planning & Development; Anitra Morgarna, Peter 

Kauter – Manager-Placemaking (Woollahra Council) 

 

Meeting opened: 6.00pm in the Thornton Room, Woollahra Council Chambers 

 

Ite

m 

No. 

Subject Discussion Action 

1. Apologies 

 
 

Councillor Peter Cavanagh (Mayor) 

Councillor Philip Thalis (City of Sydney) 

Professor Ross Harley, UNSW Art + Design 

[Francesca O’Brien (City of Sydney) was a staff apology] 

 

2. Late correspondence 

 
Nil 

 
Moshe Rosenzveig, OAM – The Chair acknowledged that Moshe, who was a guest at the meeting to 

talk about the Head On Photo Festival, was recently awarded Medal of the Order of Australia for his 

work in the arts. The Working Party congratulated Moshe on achieving this deserved award and 

recognition. 

  

3. Minutes from previous minutes 

 3.1 Confirmation of 

minutes 

Adopted without change 

 3.2 Follow up 

matters 
3.2.1 Media articles 

 

Oxford St articles in Wentworth Courier editions 

13 & 20 June.  

 

The 1st is about the resurgence of Oxford St on 

the back of an increasing presence of furniture, 

lifestyle, food & beverage. Centered around The 

Intersection & Justin Hemmes’ holdings. Also, 

the potential impact of the sale by the City of 

Sydney of 3 properties in Oxford St Darlinghurst. 

It also called for Destination NSW to recognise 

Oxford St attractions. 

 

 

 

Theo prepare a brochure on 

things positive about Oxford 

St. 

 

Ask our Communications 

Manager about the meeting 

with Destination NSW on 18 

July. 

 

Part of the review of the 

Oxford St Roadmap Report 

(later on the agenda) would 

include responsibilities for 



The 2nd article is about the Minister for Tourism 

wanting to start a conversation with Theo about 

better promoting Oxford St, Sydney’s most 

historic shopping precinct. 

 

Discussion was about an Oxford St/Paddington 

web site featuring highlights such as Victoria 

Barracks’ tours, Town Hall, Juniper Hall, Art 

Deco Hotels, etc; who should create the web site, 

Council or PBP; the walk from Centennial 

Parklands to Taylor Square; getting on Trip 

Advisor; a brochure on things positive about 

Oxford St (Theo agreed to do it); the challenge of 

driving traffic to the web site. 

 

Theo has a meeting with Destination NSW people 

on 18 July about better promoting Oxford St. It’s 

about making them aware/reminding them of 

what Oxford St has to offer. Engaging a PR 

consultant would be too expensive. He would like 

to talk with our PR person ahead of that meeting 

to explore promotional options & have them 

attend.  

 

The PBP wanted to be involved with the web site 

but there may be consequences for its own web 

site, ‘Visit Paddington’, if another was created.  

 

3.2.2 Focus on furniture & lifestyle    

 

The Council resolution to commit in principle to a 

design festival event in Oxford St, was discussed. 

There has been preliminary talks with a 

consultancy to organise the event. Also with some 

of the businesses, which were enthusiastic about 

the concept (this included Great Dane Furniture 

which is about to open a store at 344 Oxford St). 

But the terms of the resolution that it be cost 

neutral to Council was a barrier. The possibility 

of linking with another festival was raised.  

 

Councillor Marano volunteered to work with staff 

on the options for making this happen.  

 

 

3.2.3 1-11 Oxford St 

 

The joint partners, Boston Global & Central 

Element, are not quite ready to do a presentation. 

They have been meeting with the CofS about a 

planning proposal & will soon commence 

community consultation. The planning proposal 

will be submitted in the next couple of weeks. 

The concept is to convert the premises to a 

boutique hotel. CofS Hotel Action Plan removes 

development contributions & allows FSR & 

height concessions for sustainable venues, tourist 

& economic development. There are some 

heritage matters that they are resolving. In the 

meantime the intention is for temporary uses at 

implementation, which 

would apply to the creation 

of an Oxford St/Paddington 

web site,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Working Party 

acknowledged the 

challenges of organising a 

cost-neutral festival event. 

 

Councillor Marano & staff 

work on options for the 

event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ground level to activate the street frontage. It is 

expected they will be in a position to be at the 

next OSWP meeting. 

 

3.2.4 Perry Lane 

 

Permanent closure – report to the Traffic 

Committee on 3 July which will recommend 

against the closure because the impact it will have 

on traffic movements on Perry Ln & Belmore Pl, 

because it will impede access to properties and 

may impede emergency access. Traffic 

Committee agenda was circulated earlier today. 

 

The permanent closure of the lane would create 

public open space adjacent to the north side of 

Oxford St with the potential to create an artistic & 

cultural hub that could accommodate events & 

activities on a regular basis to increase Oxford St 

offerings & foot traffic. The Traffic Committee 

recommendations will go to the following 

Finance Community Services Committee on 6 

August.  

 

3.2.5 Christmas decorations 

 

We have now completed the procurement process 

for this year’s Christmas decorations which will 

include wreaths on light poles along the length of 

Oxford Street. 

 

There was discussion about the merit of spending 

on this for Oxford St with opinions that it could 

be better spent on other things, e.g. a web site. 

Also, that there had been no discussion with the 

CofS about coordinating with what they may be 

doing. 

 

There is a long lead time for ordering this type of 

Christmas decorations & they are expensive 

which is why we went through a procurement 

process. The City will be consulted about 

coordinating with what we are doing although 

they concentrate decorations on the CBD & have 

not done Oxford St decorations in recent years. 

The procurement proceeded on the basis of a 

Council resolution in December last year related 

to the PBP’s 2017/2018 business plan & is within 

the specific budget allocation.  

 

3.2.6 Street library 
 

The street library concept is about enthusiastic, 

community minded residents building a box for 

the storage of books & installing it in their front 

yard, close to the street – passer byes can return 

or withdraw books for free. The resident looks 

after the library’s maintenance, tidiness, etc, i.e. 

acts as the librarian. It is coordinated through the 

Street Library web site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The reservations expressed 

by the Working Party with 

the spend on Oxford St on 

Christmas decorations be 

noted.  

 

Staff confer with the City 

with a view to coordinating 

with any decorations they 

may be doing in Oxford St.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Businesses which may be 

interested in setting up a 

street library should contact 

the Manager-Placemakikng. 

 

The PBP consider getting 

directly involved &/or 

encourage its members & 

https://streetlibrary.org.au/


 

An application was received for a placemaking 

grant –outside a shop in Bellevue Hill. If it goes 

ahead it will be the 1st of its kind & hopefully 

encourage others to do the same. 

 

The idea for Oxford St is for about 4 street 

libraries along the length of the street. 

 

It was noted that there is a Street Library at 1-11 

Oxford St, Paddington Library at the Town Hall, 

Berkelow Books & Ampersand Café all of which 

make books available to the community, in one 

form or another. 

 

other shopkeepers to get 

involved. 

 

Staff continue to explore 

options for creating a series 

of Oxford St street libraries.  

4 Head On Photo 

Festival 2018 

The Head On Photo Festival, which received 

funding from Woollahra & the City of Sydney, 

took place in May. The Festival Director, Moshe 

Rosenzveig, gave a wrap of the Festival including 

a photo presentation. 

 

Moshe thanked Council for its support; said 

moving to Paddington was the right move; 

fantastic feedback; 12,000 people through the 

Town Hall; 90% of people came to see 

exhibitions; 30 shops & 9 other venues, e.g. 

galleries, were involved; World Photography Cup 

at the Chauvel Theatre; Seminar Day was 

attended by 140 people; there were 22 overseas 

guests; Festival related activities occurred in 

Perry Ln, both day & night time; 2,200 attended 

the opening at UNSW Art + Design; Don Harwin, 

Minister for the Arts, was present; catered by 

local food vendors.   

 

Moshe distributed a paper showing Head On 

statistics, quotes from dignitaries, including The 

Mayor, Councillor Peter Cavanagh & with images 

from the Festival. He also distributed a booklet of 

the prizes and featured exhibitions and spoke 

about plans for the 2019 Festival which again is 

intended to focus on Oxford St & Paddington. 

 

It was noted that the PBP supported the Festival 

through its Visit Paddington web site. 

 

The Working Party 

congratulated Moshe & his 

team on again organising a 

very successful Head On 

Photo Festival in the 

Paddington area. 

5. 

 

 

Oxford Street 

Roadmap Report 

(OSRR) 

The OSRR was prepared in May 2014. With the 

Working Party, it has been the guide to how we 

have proceeded with the placemaking based 

approach to the revitalisation of Oxford St. To 

make sure that it remains relevant to the changing 

challenges it is time for it to be reviewed.  

 

The Working Party unanimously favoured doing 

the review in-house noting that Professor Blakely 

advised that his organisation would include this as 

part of our membership. Discussion was around:  

 

 What does success look like in 4 years? 

 What is it we are & aren’t doing well?  

All Working Party members 

are welcome & encouraged 

to provide comment, 

thoughts and suggestions on 

the content and other aspects 

of the OSRR as an initial 

part of the review. 

 

Staff to prepare a program 

for undertaking the review, 

with the intention that is be 

completed by the end of the 

year.   

 



 Measureable goals 

 That the current Roadmap didn’t envisage 

things like the influx of furniture, Head On, 

Justin Hemmes 

 The digital future (IofT) 

 

Theo undertook to do a 1st draft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Paddington 

Business 

Partnership (PBP) 

6.1 Business Plan 2018-2019 – Dan Mitchell, 

President, spoke about the Business Plan & the 

funding request. The Plan covers 3 main 

activities, web site/marketing/communication; 

William St Festival (Be Productions has again 

been engaged to organise the Festival); & Paddo 

Play Day. Funding requested for 2018/2019 is 

less than for the previous year.  

 

There was discussion about road closures for 

Paddo Play Day. Dan advised Five Ways had 

been identified with the closure of surrounding 

roads but not Glenmore Road. 

 

The Business Plan & funding request is on the 

agenda for the next Finance, Services & 

Community Committee, 2 July. 

 

6.2 Update on recent activities – amongst other 

activities, the PBP’s Precinct Coordinator, Billie-

Rose Williams, at the request of Destination 

NSW, recently hosted visitors from Singapore 

media, including Lin Yen (Wine & Dine 

Singapore) showing them shops, cafes & 

prominent Oxford St & Paddington locations. It is 

hoped that this will result in international media 

exposure for Oxford St 

 

Noted.  

 

7. City of Sydney 

 

 

 

Anitra Morgarna provided the following update 

on the City’s Oxford St related activities.  

 

1. PUBLIC TOILET 

We are expecting that the Development 

Application will be advertised this month (June). 

 

2. TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT STUDY 
RMS, in conjunction with TfNSW, is leading a 

“Movement and Place” process for Oxford Street 

(being undertaken by Aecom). This offers the 

opportunity for a more nuanced and holistic 

approach to re-allocation of road space along the 

Oxford Street corridor to improve the ‘place’ 

outcomes. It is part of a pilot program to test the 

application of the Movement and Place approach. 

 

The process has included a number of workshops 

with key stakeholders including representatives 

from local government. A draft version of the 

RMS report from the workshops is currently is 

being reviewed by the City. This will lead to a 

better understanding of the next steps proposed by 

RMS. 

Noted 

 

The City of Sydney updates 

be circulated to Working 

Party members following the 

meeting. 

 

Future City of Sydney 

updates be circulated to 

Working Party Members 

before the meeting. 



 

3. AMBASSADORS & INFLUENCERS 

PRECINCTS FAMILS 

Tours of our neighbourhoods for people whose 

job it is to interact with visitors in Sydney, eg; 

visitor kiosks, cruise ambassadors, conference 

organisers (Business Events Sydney), tour 

operator, representatives from tourism 

organisation (DNSW, TA) etc. to influence how 

they communicate what to do and see in Sydney 

and push visitors beyond CBD and main tourist 

attractions. 

 

Culture Scouts won the competitive tender to 

developed and curate tours to bring precinct to 

life through combining art, culture, architecture 

and local business. 

 

20 tours in total throughout 2017-18 across 6 

different itineraries, including 4-5 tours of 

Paddington  

 

4. DESTINATION MARKETING 

#SydneyLocal – A Local’s Guide to 

Paddington 
There’s so much happening every day in Sydney, 

it can be hard to keep up. With #SydneyLocal, 

we’re handing over the reins to locals to reveal 

their recommendations in neighbourhoods across 

our city. We’re sharing the best on social media 

and through top Sydney publishers. 

 

Created by locals, curated by City of Sydney. 

 

We want visitors and Sydneysiders to explore all 

of our city’s nooks and crannies, to discover 

Sydney like a local. 

 

It’s easy to get involved in #SydneyLocal: 

 

1. Use the #SydneyLocal hashtag 

Tag your photos on Instagram using 

#SydneyLocal for the chance for City of Sydney 

and its partners to repost your content on their 

channels. Don’t forget to geotag your pics so we 

can easily identify the location. 

 

2. Promote your events on City of Sydney 

‘What’s On’ 

Take advantage of our promotional powerhouse 

to publicise your events. Create a free account 

and list your upcoming events. Get started now. 

 

3. Share your local secrets 

Keep an eye out on Facebook for upcoming 

opportunities to submit your ideas and tips, or fill 

out the form below. 

 

A Local’s Guide to Paddington  



We’re putting together a guide to the area and 

we’re after your local recommendations. Once 

collated it will be served back out through social 

media an What’s On in August. Info will be sent 

to Paddington Business Partnership to pass on to 

their members and contacts. 

https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/posts/pa

ddington 

 

5. GRANTS & SPONSORSHIP 
Chambers of Commerce can access up to $180k 

per year across the City’s grants program eg. 

Business Support grant, Village Festival Grant, 

Knowledge Exchange Grant, and Cultural Grants. 

 

a) New Business Support Grant – Place & 

Industry 

The new Business Support Grant – Place & 

Industry program was approved by Council in 

December 2017 and the first grant round opened 

on 7 February, for projects commencing August 

2018. The recommendations report went go to 

Council on 25 June. 

 

Paddington Business Partnership did not apply 

 

b) Transitional Funding 

Transitional funding was approved by Council, 

providing cash grants, to the value of $18,000 

each, to transition previous recipients of the 

ceased Village Business Grant program to the 

new grant.  

 

Paddington Business Partnership did not apply 

 

c) Village Festivals and Events 

This grants supports festivals and events that 

celebrate, develop and engage the city’s 

communities, contribute to the economy and 

cultural ecosystem, locally and internationally. 

 

Paddington Business Partnership did not apply 

 

6. CONSULTATION DISCUSSION 

PAPER:  Have your say on late-night 

trading in Sydney 

The City carried out consultation to inform the 

review of late night trading planning controls in 

February – April this year. 

 

The City carried out a phone survey of 600 

representative residents, received almost 10,000 

online surveys, had over 400 people engage 

through a mobile app and held 10 pop-up events 

where we talked to over 500 people. 

 

The main themes that emerged from the public 

consultation included: 

 Strong support for trading hours for late-

night premises across the city to 

https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/posts/paddington
https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/posts/paddington


increase, particularly in Green Square, 

Broadway and parts of Surry Hills. 

 Support for maintaining or increasing the 

size of late-night trading areas across the 

city, while ensuring popular precincts 

like Newtown remain safe and 

sustainable. 

 Strong support for more diverse, late-

night businesses including shops, 

restaurants, cafes, small bars, live music 

and performance spaces and cultural 

venues across the city. 

 Strong support for increased late-night 

activity in fast-growing parts of the city 

such as Green Square. 

 

The consultation reports are available at 

https://www.sydneyyoursay.com.au/late-night-

trading-sydney 

 

City staff are reviewing consultation outcomes 

and considering changes to the Late Night 

Trading Development Control Plan. Staff will 

prepare a report to Council recommending any 

new controls and these recommendations will be 

placed on public exhibition. 

 

The community will be invited to again review 

our proposals and tell us what they think. 

 

7. NIGHTIME ECONOMY - Nightlife and 

Creative Sector Advisory Panel 
 

The Nightlife and Creative Sector Advisory Panel 

advises the City on how we can best work with 

industry, business and other government agencies 

to support a thriving, diverse and safe nightlife. It 

also advises on new initiatives, identifies 

emerging issues and opportunities for Sydney’s 

night-time economy, and helps the City engage 

with local creative, cultural and nightlife 

communities. 

 

We called for nominations to the panel in early 

2018 and 15 experts were selected from 126 

applications. The panel members represent the 

hospitality, live music and performance, theatre, 

festivals, retail, business and public safety sectors. 

 

The panel will be similar to models already 

operating in other global cities such as 

Amsterdam, Berlin, London and New York. It 

will meet 4 times a year and be co-chaired by a 

City of Sydney Councillor. The orientation 

meeting was held 19 June, with the first meeting 

scheduled for 3 July. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sydneyyoursay.com.au/late-night-trading-sydney
https://www.sydneyyoursay.com.au/late-night-trading-sydney


8. OXFORD STREET PROPERTY 
 

The City has sought expressions of interest from 

the private sector to transform our properties at 

56–76, 82–106 and 110–122 Oxford Street. 

 

The EOI opened on 30 May 2018 and will take 

around 12 months to complete. The planning, 

consultation and development stages following 

this are expected to take several years. 

 

Revitalising these properties will make the 

Oxford Street area a more attractive place to 

work, live, shop and spend time in. 

 

The expression of interest calls for submissions 

from qualified parties to transform these buildings 

under a long-term lease, while being sensitive to 

heritage value. 

 

The City will include creative spaces tenancies in 

our agreement for the redeveloped properties in 

line with our Creative City cultural policy and 

action plan. 

 

9. 1-11 OXFORD STREET 

No DA has yet been recorded in the DA register 

 

10. Development Approval’s 

17 Oxford Street, Paddington, NSW 2021 

*NEW* 

 

DA Number: D/2018/679 Alterations to Levels 2 

and 3 of the Palace Verona Cinema Complex 

including demolition of internal walls and 

reconfiguration of the existing foyers and the 

installation of two additional cinemas. Exhibition 

closes: 09/07/2018 

 

https://online2.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/DA/Indiv

idualApplication?tpklapappl=1357154 

 

[NOTE: some graphics & images have been 

removed from the above – these will be included 

in the circulated update] 

 

The Working Party expressed its appreciation for 

the update. It also asked that this update be 

circulated ahead of the minutes.  

 

8. UNSW Art+Design There was no update from UNSW Art+Design. Noted 

 

 

9. General business 9.1 Easy to do Business - Small Business Month 

is being launched this October – is a State 

Government initiative to promote and celebrate 

the success of small & medium sized businesses 

& the critical role they play in the local 

communities across NSW. 

 

Noted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://online2.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/DA/IndividualApplication?tpklapappl=1357154
https://online2.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/DA/IndividualApplication?tpklapappl=1357154


They are providing $5,000 to host events in the 

local community. The type & theme of event 

depends upon what would best benefit our local 

business community. We have applied & the 

Department of Industry will be sending marketing 

material late July for planning and promoting the 

event. 

 

9.2 Placemaking grants - This round of grants 

closed in May. There were 11 applications for 

placemaking grants including 2 specifically in 

Paddington, Paddington Dog Day & Perry Ln 

murals. Also, Art Month Sydney that has a strong 

Paddington focus. A report on the placemaking 

grant applications will be considered at the next 

meeting of the Finance Community & Services 

Committee on 2 July 2018. 

 

9.3 Banners - The Head On banners have now 

been replaced by the ‘generic’ banner. These will 

be replaced by Small Sculpture Prize banners. We 

are looking at doing banners to promote the 10th 

edition of the William Street Festival & 

Christmas banners. 

 

9.4 Sydney.com.au – Theo drew attention to this 

web site promoting things to see & do around 

Sydney. Staff have e-mailed the web site about 

getting Oxford St on it – awaiting a response. 

 

9.5 C-gen – Theo drew attention to this web site 

which does marketing on digital platforms, 

magazines, etc. 

 

9.6 Pink ribbon (breast cancer awareness) – 

information was provided on the purchase of pink 

ribbon stickers which could be attached to, e.g. 

planter boxes along Oxford St. An image & 

information on the cost of the stickers was 

provided.  

 

The Working Party asked Staff to look into doing 

this. 

 

9.7 Santa Claus box – an image of a Santa Claus 

box in Bowral was shown. The box is there 365 

days a year. This was an idea for creating a bit 

more interest for visitors to Oxford St, 

particularly kids & parents. 

 

9.8 Other 

 

Italian Festival – Councillor Marano informed 

the Working Party that he & the Mayor had 

recently met with the Italian Consul General. The 

possibility of another Italian Festival, along the 

lines of last year’s Cultural Day held in Glenmore 

Road, was discussed along with possible financial 

support from the Italian Government. The drone 

video from the Cultural Day was made available 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

Noted 

 

 

 

Staff to enquire about Pink 

Ribbon stickers on planter 

boxes on Oxford St & to 

proceed if possible 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted. Businesses that may 

be interested should contact 

the Manager-Placemaking. 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



to the Consul General. Also, a State visit is 

planned by the Italian President in October or 

November & there may be a possibility of 

coordinating the event to coincide with that visit. 

 

Sending through information as it is received – 

the Working Party asked that staff send through 

information to members as it is received rather 

than wait until the meeting agenda is circulated.  

 

Frequency of meetings – every 6 weeks; prepare 

a schedule & circulate in a week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff to send through 

information as it is received. 

 

 

 

Staff to prepare of schedule 

of meeting, to be held every 

6 weeks, to the end of the 

year. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 8.00pm. 

NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting – TBC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


