
Oxford Street Working Party  

Meeting Minutes  

 

   Meeting held – Tuesday 20/6/2017 (No. 2/2017) 

 

Present: Councillors: Susan Wynne (Chair), Anthony Morano, Matthew Robertson & 

Louise Elsing 

 

Paddington Business Partnership: Claudia Carraro  

 

 Property owners: Theo Onisforou & Cathy Samios 

 

Resident representative: Harriet Price 

 

Guests: Rebecca Hearty & Moshe Rosenzveig 

 

 Staff: Anitra Morgarna (City of Sydney) & Peter Kauter – Manager-Placemaking 

(Woollahra Council) 

 

Meeting opened: 6.00pm in the Thornton Room, Woollahra Council Chambers 

 

Item 

No. 

Subject Discussion Action 

1. Confirmation of previous minutes 

 
Confirmation of minutes from previous meeting held on 6/4/2017 

 

Adopted without 

change 

 

2. Apologies 

 
Toni Zeltzer (Mayor – Woollahra Council) 

Councillor Peter Cavanagh 

Councillor Katherine O’Regan 

Chris Tourgelis 

[Kate Murray (City of Sydney) was a staff apology] 

 

3. Late correspondence 

 
Nil 

 

4 Oxford Street 

Placemaking Grants 

Program 

Perry Lane Art Project – the applicant for this project, 

Rebecca Hearty, presented the completed project 

showing a powerpoint with images of the wall & lane pre 

and post the murals and of the artists at work. The project 

involved 2 murals: 

 ‘Temptation’ by Andre Braun - the proposal seeks to 

create an engaging, surprising and intriguing 

presence to Perry Lane. A gesture towards the lonely 

dog, and extended arm with an apple in the hand 

comes out of the picture frame. It becomes a modern 

connotation to a fruit full of symbols in paintings 

over the centuries. The picture frame is a reminder 

of Paddington’s cultural heritage, where antique 

shops and galleries proliferate. When put together, 

those elements create a sense of mystery, and open 

the door to imagination.  

 Perry Lane ‘In Bloom’ by Nastia Gladushcenko – as 

our city and the neighbourhood of Paddington 

becomes more urbanised, we are gravitating towards 

imagery and themes that bring us closer to the 

natural world where we connect with each other on a 

deeper level. I am interested in the way floral 

 

 

 

 

 

Rebecca Hearty be 

congratulated for the 

outcome of the Perry 

Lane Art Project and 

thanked for her 

presentation. 

 

The Working Party 

unanimously 

supports the 

expeditious, 

permanent closure of 

Perry Lane 

 

 

 

 



imagery would be perceived in this laneway space 

and would like to propose an anamorphic twist on 

the idea of a mural work. An anamorphic work 

appears perfectly normal from one angle and 

completely distorted from all other angles. This 

distorted image will stop people in their tracks and 

encourage them to take the time to understand and 

see the image. My design combines the human hand 

with a floral/plant based motif referencing the 

blooming of the laneway. 

 

A plaque recognising the project as a community 

initiative supported by the Council has been included on 

the wall adjacent to the murals. A glossy, hard cover 

book charting the course of the project has also been 

produced. 

  

The project/murals were officially launched by the 

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Susan Wynne, at an informal 

ceremony on 27 May 2017, coinciding with the Head On 

Photo Festival.  

 

The Working Party was pleased at the outcome & 

expressed its thanks to Rebecca for the project & her 

presentation. There was discussion about the future 

activation of the lane and closing the southern part 

permanently to vehicular traffic. The Working Party was 

advised that a request has been received to close the lane 

and steps are being taken that will allow Council to make 

a decision on the lane’s closure. This will include 

consultation with owners of properties & businesses in 

the vicinity. Although there were no objections during the 

Head On Photo Festival, during which the lane was 

temporarily closed, some owners of properties & 

businesses nearby have expressed reservations with a 

permanent closure. These reservations & other relevant 

factors will need to form part of the assessment of a 

permanent closure. The Working Party asked that its 

unanimous support for the expeditious closure of the lane 

be recorded. 

 

#OxfordstMeetShopEat – this project involves the 

production of a promotional video for Oxford St & 

Paddington together with related micro-events. 

Unfortunately the applicant, Charles Duthie, recently 

advised that, for personal reasons, it has not been possible 

to get on with this project & the funding will be returned.  

 

The Working Party understood Charles’ situation & 

though recognising that a really good opportunity for an 

innovative promotion would now not happen, it wished to 

express it’s gratitude to Charles for his past efforts in 

promoting Oxford St, Five Ways & Paddington 

generally.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Working Party 

notes that the 

#OxfordstMeetShopE

at project will now 

not be proceeding. 

 

Also, it expresses its 

gratitude to Charles 

Duthie for his past 

efforts in promoting 

Oxford St, Five Ways 

& Paddington. 

 

  

5. 

 

 

Public art  Two (2) more murals are proposed in Perry Lane within 

the ‘blind’ window recesses on the side elevation of 264 

Oxford St. 

 

The applicant, Rebecca Hearty, has submitted 

notification of the proposal & has been advised that the 

works may proceed without the need for development 

consent to be obtained. 

 

The Working Party supported the proposal. There was 

discussion about the willingness of artists to do the 

murals without charge as Perry Lane becomes established 

Further updates to be 

provided at the next 

Working Party 

meeting. 

 

Working Party 

members to provide 

details of any 

interested artists to 

Rebecca. 



for its art. Working Party members to provide details to    

Rebecca of any interested artists. 

 

6. Up the Wall Mural 

Project 

This relates to a mural on the side wall of 198 Oxford St 

(corner Young St.). This mural has now been finished 

and was facilitated under our Cultural Programs. The 

Working Party’s attention was directed to information on 

our web site about this project.  

 

The mural was painted by Nastia Gladuchenko – we are 

interwoven by the people we know, stories, events and 

simply the spaces we share. Paddington is a close knit 

community and to celebrate this, these arms connect with 

one another to form one unified shape. Appearing to 

grow from the footpath. 

 

This project also included another mural in South St on 

the railway viaduct. 

 

The Working Party was pleased with the outcome of this 

Project, the cooperation of the building owner & the 

facilitation through our Cultural Program. There was 

discussion about a commemorative plaque, similar to the 

Perry Lane Art Project & that a request be made to 

consider a plaque installation. 

 

  

The Working Party is 

pleased with the 

outcome of the Up 

The Wall Mural 

Project & thanked all 

involved.  

 

Consideration be 

given to the 

installation of a 

commemorative 

plaque. 

7. Head On Photo Festival 

2017 

 

 

 

 

The Director of the Head On Photo Festival, which was 

partly funded by Woollahra Council, Moshe Rosenzveig, 

made a presentation about the Festival 2017. The Festival 

took place from 5th to 28th May. Points from the 

presentation include: 

 This was the 1st year it has been centred around 

Paddington & that this was the right decision 

 Acknowledgement of funding by Woollahra Council 

& City of Sydney and assistance of Paddington 

Business Partnership (PBP), UNSW Art + Design, 

galleries, cafes, etc.  

 Lots of positive feedback 

 1,200 attended the opening at UNSW Art + Design 

with music & food – 20 overseas guests including 

USA, French, Italian & German 

 Paddington venues included 19 galleries & spaces, 

32 shops 

 Survey of 1,500 attendees showed 85% were from 

outside the local area 

 E.g. Blender Gallery, Markus Klinko’s David Bowie 

exhibition 

 Instagram program with a climate change theme 

 A survey of 1/3rd of shops showed the Festival was a 

good experience, there were a lot more people in the 

area & sales were improved 

 Street banners by WMC, 36 banners on street light 

poles – In Your Face exhibition 

 Perry Lane – lighting workshop; Mother’s Day 

portraits had to be relocated to Paddington Town 

Hall due to weather 

 E.g. involvement by cyclists from Bicycle NSW 

 Juniper Hall exhibitions 

 

The Working Party congratulated Moshe on the Festival 

& his presentation. Moshe was asked if he would do it 

again in Paddington & confirmed he would. Give some 

thought to what could be done differently. 

 

The Working Party was keen to see statistics on 

Moshe be 

congratulated for the 

conduct of the Head 

On Photo Festival 

2017 and thanked for 

his presentation.  



attendances, activity levels & economic impacts 

particularly with future funding requests. 

 

Claudia confirmed the PBP support for the Festival.  

 

8. Paddington Business 

Partnership 

Claudia provided information on: 

 William St Festival – preparations for the 2017 

Festival to be held on Saturday 21st October. Report 

on outcomes of last year’s Festival based on a 

survey of attendees. There will be changes this year 

based on survey results, e.g. more focus on art, kids 

activities (possible expansion to include Cooks 

Paddock). Stall bookings are well advanced. 

 Wayfinding map for Paddington – the map is in its 

production phase. By the end of July it should be 

ready. The maximum number of businesses that can 

be accommodated is 157 (out of 400 shops). 

Businesses will have an image, description as well 

as shown on the map. There will be 5 categories – 

Shop, Eat & Drink, Indulge, See &, Stay 

 Visit Paddington web site – Detailed listing of 

businesses. Includes a business portal where 

businesses can do posts (Claudia as content 

gatekeeper). Statistics on activity levels across the 

web site will be available. 

 

The Working Party was pleased with the preparations for 

the Festival, progress on the wayfinding map & the work 

done on the development of the web site. 

 

Regarding the Wayfinding map there was discussion 

about distribution. 

 

The Working Party 

noted the information 

provided & thanked 

Claudia for her 

presentation. 

 

 

 

9. City of Sydney 

 

 

 

Anitra provided the following update on City of Sydney 

matters: 

 

Public toilet (corner Oxford & William Sts) 

 Recently completed community consultation in 

immediate area 

 Report to Council aimed for July seeking 

approval to go ahead  

 Apply for DA 

 Install an existing unit re-located from an 

different site 

 Existing unit, already tried and tested 

 Installed before the end of the year 

 

Traffic & transport study 

The City’s Traffic & Transport team have been 

exploring ideas for Oxford Street, in relation to 

clearway, bus lane and traffic.  

They are keen to discuss this further with 

representative of the Traffic and Transport team in 

Woollahra Council. 

Contact:  Lynsey McGarvey Transport Policy 

Officer 
 

C of S be thanked for 

their update & the 

information be noted. 

 

Manager – 

Placemaking to pass 

on Lynsey 

McGarvey’s contact 

details to relevant 

WMC staff. 

 

10. UNSW Art + Design Theo advised things progressing well for next year’s 

fashion exhibition with the Powerhouse Museum hosting 

part A & UNSW Art + Design hosting part B. 

 

 

Noted. Further 

updates to be 

provided to the next 

meeting of the 

Working Party. 

 

11. Free public wi-fi Screen shots from the free Oxford St wi-fi dashboard of Noted. Regular 



network usage were shown of the opening weekend of 

the Head On Photo Festival compared to last weekend. 

The ‘total users’ figures for all access points showed 

higher usage for the Head On weekend. Due to the co-

relation between mobile devise use and people it is fairly 

safe to presume there were more people in area covered 

by the free wi-fi on the Head On weekend.     

 

updates to be 

provided at future 

Working Party 

meetings.  

12. Placemaking grants 

program 

This program of placemaking grants aimed at 

commercial/shopping precincts across the Woollahra 

Local Government Area is a first. It follows the 

alignment of our grant offerings with placemaking now 

joining the established community & cultural & 

environmental grants. 

 

There were no applications received for the Oxford St or 

Paddington areas. However an application for ‘French 

Week in Queen Street’ in nearby Woollahra was 

received. Applications have been reviewed by a selection 

panel which has requested clarification of some aspects 

& once received will be reported to Council. 

 

Noted. 

13. General business 

13.1 Mobile way finding 

application 

The service provider, Envent, is now finalising the 

Double Bay wayfinding app & will then move onto 

Oxford St/Paddington. 

 

Staff recently met with Envent & Partnership 

representatives to review progress on development of the 

Oxford St mobile way finding application. The 

framework for the Software Requirement Specification 

(SRS) was established & Envent is to produce a draft 

based on the information from the meeting. Once we are 

in agreement with the SRS the next stage of the app 

development will proceed. 

   

Noted. Update to 

next meeting 

13.2 Italian Cultural Day Cr Morano provided an update on arrangements for the 

next Cultural Day, Festa Italiana, on Sunday 19th 

November 2017 from 4pm – 8.30pm in Glenmore Rd, 

Paddington: 

 Festa Italiana will occupy that part of Glenmore Rd 

between Oxford St & down to about Mary Pl 

 A market operator has been appointed for a food & 

wine market with about 16 stalls 

 A coordinator has been appointed for stage & power 

(performances are not finalised by likely to include 

dance & opera singer) 

 A DJ has been organised 

 Approvals are being arranged, e.g. DA, road 

closures, etc. 

 Tenants of nearby shops are planning to stay open 

 

There was discussion about the closure of Hopewell Ln – 

the understanding was that the lane would be closed. The 

cost/funding for Festa Italiana is $55K + in-kind support. 

Claudia said that the Italian Institute of Culture needs to 

be invited – they will be a great promotional resource. 

The Working Party asked that the report from the 

William St Festival 2016 be made available so the 

organisers can have a fuller understanding of the 

feedback on what made that such a successful event. 

 

Cr Morano be 

thanked for the 

update. 

 

The organisers be 

asked to 

contact/invite the 

Italian Institute of 

Culture & to have a 

look at the William 

St Festival 2016 

report. 

13.2 Oxford Street Working 

Party 

Theo praised the work of the Working Party & its 

achievements towards the revitalisation of Oxford St & 

asked members to think laterally about other initiatives. 

 

Noted 



There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 7.45pm. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting – TBC (26/9/2017). 

 

 

 

 


