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Items Determined Under Delegated Authority by 

Council Committees 

The following items were determined under Delegated Authority.  To see the delegated 

decisions of Council please refer to the individual Committee Meeting Minutes. 

 

Community & Environment Committee held on Monday 26 June 2017 

D1 Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 13 June 2017 

Development Control Committee held on Monday 03 July 2017 

D1 Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 19 June 2017 

D2 DA142/2016/2 - 9A Pickering Lane Woollahra 

D3 DA356/2016/1 - 26 Streatfield Road Bellevue Hill 

D4 Register of Current Land and Environment Court Matters and Register for Court Proceedings 

for Building Control, Environmental Control and Health Control 
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Ordinary Council Meeting 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Woollahra Municipal Council 

held at the Council Chambers, 536 New South Head Road, Double Bay, on 

10 July 2017 at 6.00pm. 

 
Present: Her Worship the Mayor, Councillor Toni Zeltzer 

Councillors : Luise Elsing 

Anthony Marano 

Katherine O’Regan 

Andrew Petrie  (Not Item R2 – C&E) 

Matthew Robertson 

Susan Wynne 

 

 

Staff:   Chris Bluett  (Acting Director – Planning & Development) 

Stephen Dunshea  (Director – Corporate Services) 

 Gary James   (General Manager) 

Sue O’Connor  (Secretarial Support – Governance) 

Tom O’Hanlon  (Director – Technical Services) 

Kylie Walshe  (Director – Community Services) 

 

 

 

Also in Attendance: Nil 
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Confirmation of Minutes 
 

 

140/17 

(O'Regan/Marano) 

Resolved: 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 26 June 2017 be taken as read and 

confirmed. 

 

 

 

Leave of Absence and Apologies 
 

 

141/17 

(Wynne/Elsing) 

Resolved: 

 

That Leave of Absence for all meetings of the Council and its Committees be granted to 

Councillor Deborah Thomas for the period from Monday 10 July 2017 to Saturday 5 August 

2017 inclusive. 

 

  

Note: Leave of absence has previously been granted to 

● Councillor Greg Levenston for the period from 3 July 2017 to 16 July 2017 

Apology were received and accepted from Councillors Peter Cavanagh and Ted Bennett and leave 

of absence granted.  

 

 

Declarations of Interest 
 

Councillor Petrie declared a Significant Non-Pecuniary Interest in Community & Environment 

Committee Item R2 (Cooper Park Community Garden) as he lives near the site.  Councillor Petrie 

left the meeting and did not participate in the debate or vote on this matter. 

 

 

 

Late Correspondence 
 

Note Council resolution of 27 June 2011 to read late correspondence in conjunction with the 

relevant Agenda Item R1 (Community & Environment Committee) 

 

 

Petitions Tabled 
 

Nil 
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Mayoral Minute 
 

Item No: 6.1   

Subject: VALE CHARLES WIDDY 

Author: Toni Zeltzer, Mayor of Woollahra  

File No: 17/123606 

Reason for Report: To place on public record our sympathy to the family and friends of the late 

Charles Widdy and to convey our gratitude for his valued and 

commendable public service as a former Woollahra Mayor and Alderman. 

 

 

142/17 

(Petrie/Wynne) 

Resolved: 

 

A. THAT Council place on public record Woollahra Council’s recognition of the outstanding 

contributions to the community made by the late Charles Bernard Alexander Widdy through 

his representation as a former Mayor and Alderman. 

 

B. THAT the Mayor write on behalf of the Council and the community to the family of Charles 

Widdy to convey our sympathy and our gratitude for his service to the community of 

Woollahra. 

 

 

I was saddened to hear about the passing of former Mayor and friend of Woollahra, Charles 

Bernard Alexander Widdy. I thank his stepson, Simon Beavis, who kindly contacted my office to 

inform us of this sad event. 

 

Simon informed us that Charles died peacefully in the Southern Highlands on the 28th of June 2017 

at the age of 78. Charles was remembered, honoured and farewelled at a service at the Christ 

Church in Moss Vale on Thursday 6 July. 

 

Charles Widdy was elected as a representative of 

the Woollahra Action Committee and Paddington 

Ward Alderman in 1977and served on Woollahra 

Council for 10 years. Charles was Deputy Mayor in 

1980 and Mayor of Woollahra in 1981 and again in 

1987. Below is an image of Charles Widdy in his 

Mayoral robes and chains. Well before stepping 

into a political role, Charles had enjoyed a 

successful career in retail.   He cuts a fine and also 

refined figure in his Mayoral attire.  
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The image below of Alderman Widdy from our Library’s online digital image collection, shows his 

ability to connect with even the youngest of residents. He was always known for his strong 

engagement with the community. Here Alderman Widdy is happily playing with a young child at 

the lego table in the children’s library at St Brigids during the 1980s. This could easily have been 

one of my children who frequented the lego table during the same period.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While on Council Charles resided largely in Point Piper and in Woollahra and he was very 

passionate about the conservation and protection of his Paddington Ward. When he was interviewed 

in 1984, Alderman Widdy pledged support for ‘the concept of Paddington as a conservation area 

with special needs and articulated his aim to maintain the unique environment of Paddington while 

approaching its individual problems with an overall view of sensible planning’.  

 

Alderman Widdy served the following Committees during his time on Council: 

 Building Development and Health;  

 Community and Environmental Planning;  

 Finance and Works;  

 Policy and works ;  

 Strategic and Corporate;  

 Waverley/Woollahra Bondi Junction Development Joint  Committee;  

 Woollahra Bicentennial Community Committee (Architecture and landscape subcommittee). 

 

In this Mayoral Minute, I am very pleased to include a tribute to Charles from local resident and 

much respected former Woollahra Mayor Hylda Rolfe (Mayor 1986 – 1987, 1989 – 1990) who 

served alongside him on Woollahra Council: 

 

Charles was the epitome of courtesy to all of our Council colleagues and to our Woollahra 

community at large. His special care for the heritage values of Paddington was both inspiring 

and instructive.  
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Our sympathy goes to Charles’ stepchildren, Simon and Amanda and their children, Samantha. 

Harry and Benjamin and their extended family and friends at this sad time. We hope they are all 

comforted by the memory of Charles’ long, fulfilling life and his outstanding citizenship. 

 

We are grateful for the time and energy Charles dedicated to our local community. His service to 

our people will be forever appreciated and he will be remembered with great fondness.  

 

I will write to Simon and Amanda to convey Council’s heartfelt sympathy and gratitude for all that 

Charles Widdy did for us here in Woollahra. His funeral notice rightly states, he was a ‘timeless 

gentleman.’ 

 

 

 

 

Councillor Toni Zeltzer 

Mayor of Woollahra 

 

 

 
Note: Images supplied by Woollahra Council’s digital Local History Collection @ Woollahra Library. 
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Public Forum 
 

 Public Forum: 

Person addressing  

Subject: 

1 

Ronnie Stein 

Proposed Road Closure to traffic of Northland Road, Bellevue Hill 

  

Mr Stein, addressed Council on the possibility of closing Northland Road, Bellevue Hill to through 

traffic. 

 

The Council noted the information. 
 

 

 

 Suspension of Standing Orders 
 

 

143/17 

Councillor Wynne 

That Standing Orders be suspended to allow Cr Wynne to advise Council of attendance to Rose 

Bay Rotary hand over of The President. 

Adopted 

The Mayor ruled Urgency and permitted the Suspension of Standing Orders  
 

Cr Wynne advised: 

I would like to report back that I attended the Rose Bay Rotary hand over of The President last 

week on your behalf.  We cannot forget how important our local Rotary groups are in our 

community.  It was a beautiful evening held down at the golf course in Rose Bay, with Barry 

Blogg having done the job for the last 12 months and handed over to Brian Fine. 

 

Everything they do is all about giving back to the community, they raise funds and they give it 

back.  Their focus is all about helping those that are less fortunate than ourselves, whether in the 

community or further afield.  I guess the only sad thing is that it is an ageing population and it’s 

the same thing with these people they are philanthropic and wanting to commit to doing good but 

getting older and older and its really lovely that they are trying to keep that spirit going and are 

trying to engage a young audience.  It was an absolute pleasure to be part of that and a reminder 

how many amazing people we have in our community. 

 

The Mayor advised: 

 

I would like to send a letter from the Council about how much they are valued. 

The Council noted the information. 
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144/17 

Councillor O'Regan 

That the Suspension of Standing Orders continue to allow Cr O'Regan to advise Council of death 

of Bob Killick. 

Adopted 

The Mayor ruled Urgency and permitted the continuation of the Suspension of Standing 

Orders. 
 

Cr O'Regan advised: 

I would like to say a few words about Bob Killick, who passed away last week.  If you went 

down to the 18 Footers Club in Double Bay he was always there, and he was a character.  I had 

the honour of going to his celebration of life yesterday, where they hired two ferries.   

He was very passionate about making Double Bay Wharf a great place and had a grand vision 

that it should be a multi facility which is in the middle of Double Bay and the centre of the 

Woollahra community.  One thing he would do is video a race and live stream it, so the world 

could see how many fantastic races they had down there and how beautiful Double Bay is.  I 

would like to pass on my condolences to his family. 

The Council noted the information. 

 

 

145/17 

Councillor Elsing 

That the Suspension of Standing Orders continue to allow Cr Elsing to advise Council of 

Woollahra Digital Literary Awards. 

Adopted 

The Mayor ruled Urgency and permitted the continuation of the Suspension of Standing 

Orders. 
 

Cr Elsing advised: 

The Mayor and I attended the inaugural event of the Council’s Woollahra Digital Literary 

Awards, which was an amazing event.  The event is to recognize authors through a digital forum, 

it was a fabulous event for the library, it underscored books and digital reading and how that’s 

moving forward.  I was a bit behind even though I buy books and read them I understand it is 

about books electronically available.  It was very well attended and amazing and I would like to 

congratulate the Woollahra staff, not just for the event.  I thought the judges, Sam Twyford-

Moore and Pip Smith were outstanding, they had to read hundreds of thousands of words.  

The winners were Non Fiction - Vanessa Berry with ‘Excavating St Peters’.  I had a look at this 

work and it is absolutely fantastic for those that are interested in learning about history and how 

places have changed.  Fiction was won by Melissa Bruce with ‘Picnic at Mount Disappointment’, 

I have not read this one yet. It was just a wonderful and innovative event, it was the first event but 

it will grow and congratulations Council for their foresight and some recognition to Keri Huxley 

as she was promoting such event to be coordinated with the opening of the Library.  Well done to 

everyone involved. 

The Council noted the information. 
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146/17 

Councillor Robertson 

That the Suspension of Standing Orders continue to allow Cr Robertson to advise Council of 

Rose Bay Community Garden. 

Adopted 

The Mayor ruled Urgency and permitted the continuation of the Suspension of Standing 

Orders. 
 

Cr Robertson advised: 

Yesterday I had the great pleasure of attending the Rose Bay Community Garden for Council’s 

Naidoc week event and I’m thrilled to be able to afford to you that not only is the garden looking 

very much bedded in since my last visit, but it is totally awash with yummy vegetables spilling 

out of the various pots that are there.  It was standing room only at this event and I think that says 

a lot about the interest our community has in bush tucker.  But also the very good work that is 

done by our staff and the active members of the Rose Bay Community Garden to promote this 

event. Terry Lennis was there and he gave a presentation last year.  People were in raptures to 

learn the various things that grow native in our very own backyard, one of which is the warrigal 

green, which I learnt was part of French cuisine, it was the first species that was taken back by Sir 

Joseph Banks and incorporated into European cuisine a couple of hundred years ago.   

The abundance of things grown is phenomenal and we added to our Community Garden 

yesterday with a very mature Lemon Myrtle that was planted just behind the garden that I am 

calling the Mound, I have done some enquiries about the Mound and understand that it is an area 

of space managed between Council’s staff and representatives at the Community Garden.  It’s an 

area of bushland where there are native bees and a biodiversity hub.  We seem to have a real 

interest in bush tucker and it’s a fantastic learning opportunity for people in our community. 

Another thing I learnt yesterday was that Lemon Myrtle is not only one Myrtle, there is a 

Cinnamon Myrtle as well, in crushing the leaf it really does smell like cinnamon and learning 

how to cook with these is fascinating as well.  It’s really great to see a high level of engagement 

by the Community in and around those events with bush tucker, and see support for the 

Community Garden and the Mound.  I would like to thank Council staff member Will Wrathall, 

who was buzzing with enthusiasm.  

The Mayor Advised: 

Could staff send a letter of thanks to Terry Lennis for the Community Garden Event. 

The Council noted the information. 
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Community & Environment Committee 
 

 

Items with Recommendations from the Committee Meeting of Monday 26 June 2017 

Submitted to the Council for Determination 

 

 

Item No: R1 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 
COMMUNITY, CULTURAL & ENVIRONMENTAL GRANTS 

2017/18 

Authors: Romi Scodellaro, Community Development Officer 

Flavia Evans, Environmental Education Officer  

Approvers: Kylie Walshe, Director - Community Services 

Tom O'Hanlon, Director - Technical Services  

File No: 17/110661 

Reason for Report: To give consideration to applications for Section 356 Community and 

Cultural Grants and Community Environmental Grants from local 

community groups, services and schools. 

 

Note:  Late correspondence was tabled by Council’s Community & Development Officer, 

  Romi Scodellaro & Russell King CEO WAYS Youth & Family. 

 

 

147/17 

(Petrie/Zeltzer) 

Resolved: 

 

A. That Council approve the selection panel’s recommendations for the successful 2017/18 

Community and Cultural Large Grants and the first round of the Small Grants, subject to the 

amount of grant funds allocated to WAYS Youth & Family being increased from $4,500 to 

$7,500. 

 

B. That Council approve the selection panel’s recommendations for successful 2017/18 

Community Environmental Grants. 
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Item No: R2 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: COOPER PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Author: Flavia Evans, Environmental Education Officer  

Approvers: Paul Fraser, Manager - Open Space & Trees 

Tom O'Hanlon, Director - Technical Services  

File No: 17/69008 

Reason for Report: Council to establish a community garden at the site adjacent to the bush 

regeneration area at North Cooper Park under an agreement with Cooper 

Park Community Garden Incorporated. 

 

Note: Councillor Petrie declared a Significant Non-Pecuniary Interest in this Item, as he lives 

near the site.  Councillor Petrie left the meeting and did not participate in the debate or 

vote on this matter. 

 

 

148/17 

(Robertson/Elsing) 

Resolved without debate: 

 

That Council support the provision of a Community Garden located at Cooper Park North as 

shown in the proposed garden layout concept design included as Annexure 1 of the report to the 

Community and Environment Committee on 26 June 2017, noting that the next steps in the project 

will be: 

 

A. Develop a User Agreement with Cooper Park Community Garden Incorporated for the use 

of the Cooper Park Community Gardeners for 12 Months with an option for a 3-year 

agreement after this period; and, 

 

B. That Council engages a contractor to clear existing weeds at the site adjacent to the bush 

regeneration area at North Cooper Park and provides a safe site for the installation of raised 

garden beds by the Cooper Park Community Garden Group. 
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Questions for Next Meeting 
 

Item No: 12.1 

Subject: QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING 

Author: Sue O'Connor, Secretarial Support - Governance  

File No: 17/123236 

Reason for Report: To provide a response to Questions for Next Meeting from Council 

Meeting of 26 June 2017 and for Councillors to ask Questions for Next 

Meeting in accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 

 

 

149/17 

(Wynne/Robertson) 

Resolved: 
 

A. That the responses to previous Questions for Next Meeting be noted. 

 

B. That Councillors ask Questions for Next Meeting in accordance with Council’s Code of 

Meeting Practice. 

 

  

   

 Question No: 12.2  Garden Beds in Queen Street Woollahra 

  

Councillor O'Regan asking: 

 

Can you provide an update to the garden beds in Queen Street, Woollahra. 

 

There has been some public comments made both positive and negative and would like the 

community be given some clarity on the installation and next steps on the garden beds and the 

Queen Street Master Plan. 

 

Director Technical Services in Response: 

 

Yes we have received positive and negative feedback mostly by the press, Council staff have also 

received a few letters of positive praise around the garden bed.  What we are doing right now we 

have taken the view that a lot of the negative comment was around what we think was a fairly 

minimal level of planting around the garden beds that was done by a contractor.  We have asked our 

horticultural staff who will be looking after the garden beds to take a look at it and revisit them with 

a new planting scheme starting today.  

 

It is my view once we put in some more substantial plants the garden bed will look a lot more 

interesting and people will be much happier with them.  We will then decide if we want to stain the 

wooden sleepers, I don’t want to do that until the plants are mature because they would be a trip 

hazard and not visible.    

 

The next stage in the Queen Street Master Plan installation is the wrap around seat which has been 

subject to much discussion, will be installed this month.  I am sure once these are installed people 

will be much happier as well. 
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The Mayor further advised 

 

There was a lot feedback and the issue of staining did come up a number of times, but as Mr 

O’Hanlon said if we stain them now, in the dark they would be less likely to been seen and people 

would be tripping over them.  When we get a lush garden going in it will spill over and we can stain 

them then they would fade out in the pavement, rather than stand out like a beacon as they do at the 

moment.  You could tell people asking the question they were built that way because the roots 

themselves were a trip hazard and we did not want to remove the trees so this was a way to create 

gardens around the trees. 

 

Director Technical Services in Further Response: 

 

I would also like to add the style of garden bed is the same as the one that have been there for ten 

years. 

 

 

 Question No: 12.3  Landscaping around Sculpture in Saber park 

  

Councillor Marano asking: 

 

I have had reports that the landscaping around the sculpture in Saber Park has been removed and 

replaced by different plantings. 

 

This sculpture was our very first piece of public art and the artist had specific landscaping in mind 

for its installation which was implemented by Council.  Why is this now being removed? 

 

Director Technical Services in Response: 

 

On Notice 

 

 

 Question No: 12.4 Development on corner Hargrave Street & Jersey Road, 

Paddington 

  

Councillor Robertson asking: 

 

I am interested in the development site at the corner of Hargrave Street and Jersey Road in 

Paddington on the northern side of the street.  This is a property that the Development Control 

Committee is all too familiar with.  It has come before the Committee several times and I have 

noticed development works have commenced at the site and would like some clarification given the 

long history, that these works are in order and pursuant of the consent, as there has been several 

different consents that have come before the Development Control Committee for approval. 

 

Acting Director Planning & Development Response: 

 

On Notice 
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There being no further business the meeting concluded at 6.40pm.  

We certify that the pages numbered 1670 to 1684 inclusive are the Minutes of the Ordinary 

Meeting of Woollahra Municipal Council held on 10 July 2017 and confirmed by Council at 

the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 24 July 2017 as correct. 

________________________      ________________________  

General Manager         Mayor 
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