
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda: Ordinary Council Meeting 

 

Date: Monday 11 May 2015  

 

Time: 8.00pm



 

Woollahra Municipal Council 

 

Notice of Meeting 
 

 

 

7 May 2015 

 

 

 

To: Her Worship the Mayor, Councillor Toni Zeltzer ex-officio 

Councillors  Ted Bennett 

Peter Cavanagh 

Luise Elsing 

James Keulemans 

Greg Levenston 

Anthony Marano 

Katherine O’Regan 

Andrew Petrie 

Matthew Robertson 

Deborah Thomas 

Elena Wise 

Susan Wynne 

Jeff Zulman 

 

 

 

Dear Councillors 

 

 

Council Meeting – 11 May 2015  

 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, I request your 

attendance at Council’s Ordinary Council Meeting to be held in the Council Chambers, 

536 New South Head Road, Double Bay, on Monday 11 May 2015  at 8.00pm. 

 

 

 

 

Gary James 

General Manager 
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Meeting Agenda 
 

   Page 

1. Confirmation of Minutes – Ordinary Meeting  27 April 2015   

2. Leave of Absence and Apologies   

3. Declarations of Interest   

4. Late Correspondence 
Note Council resolution of 27 June 2011 to read late correspondence in 

conjunction with the relevant Agenda Item  

  

5. Petitions Tabled   

6. Mayoral Minute  1 

7. Public Forum   

8. General Manager & Officer’s Report  6 

9. Reports of the Committees   

9.1 Corporate & Works Committee 4 May 2015  9 

 R1 Double Bay Chamber Of Commerce - Business 

Plan 2015/2016/Funding Submission 

  

 R2 Draft Delivery Program 2013 To 2017 And 

Operational Plan 2015/16 Including Draft 

Budget 2015/16 

  

     

9.2 Development Control Committee – Nil ‘R’ Items 4 May 2015  Nil 

    

9.3 Urban Planning Committee 27 April 2015  11 

 R1 Minutes Of The Double Bay Working Party 

Meeting 31 March 2015 

  

    

9.4 Community & Environment Committee – No meeting 27 April 2015  Nil 

    

10. Rescission Motion  Nil 

11. Notices of Motion  12 

12. Questions for the Next Meeting   14  
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 Mayoral Minute  
 

Mayoral Minute No: 1 

Subject:       VALE DREW ROBERTSON 

Author: Mayor of Woollahra, Councillor Toni Zeltzer 

File No:  

Reason for Report: That Council place on public record the outstanding contribution Drew 

Robertson made to our local community through his representation as a 

Councillor. 

 

Recommendation: 

  

THAT the Mayor write to Marie Robertson and her family to express Council’s sympathy on 

Drew’s death, and to formally record our gratitude for Drew’s contribution to our local community 

through his role as a Councillor. 

 

 

Andrew (Drew) Beattie Robertson born in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1928, 

died peacefully on April 24, 2015. Drew served as a Woollahra 

Councillor representing the Paddington Ward from September 1991 to 

September 1999, and served as Deputy Mayor in 1996. 

 

Well before seeking to serve the people of Woollahra, Drew worked as a 

veteran radio officer of the WWII British Merchant Navy. He was a life 

member of the Australian Labor Party and was the President of the 

Paddington Branch of the Labor Party for many years. He worked as a 

union official for a wide range of organisations and he lobbied for the 

rights of others in many capacities, including his role as Director on the 

State Welfare Rights Board and as Secretary of the Woollahra Senior 

Citizens. 

 

With his wife Marie, Drew promoted the benefits of sport and recreation for young people. 

Together they initiated the Eastern Eagles Soccer Club and remained working with the organisation 

for 10 years, which encouraged more than 200 players to participate in sport.  

 

As a Councillor, he took an active interest in the fate of the then dilapidated Jersey Road Uniting 

Church and was focussed more broadly on heritage and planning matters throughout Woollahra. His 

concern for others was often demonstrated through his genuine commitment to issues before 

Council’s Community and Environmental Planning Committee.  

 

In his later years after retiring from Council, Drew continued to support those around him. He was 

particularly interested in helping homeless people, migrants and Indigenous Australians. 

Compassionate to the end. 

 

Drew Robertson was an outstanding citizen and he served as a wonderful inspiration to many 

Australians. We are grateful for the time he dedicated to our local area. 
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Our sympathy goes to Drew’s widow Marie and their children, grandchildren and great 

grandchildren at this sad time. We hope they are comforted by the many happy memories they share 

of a life lived well and a life lived with such selfless dedication to the needs of others. 

 

 

 

 

Cr Toni Zeltzer 

Mayor 
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Mayoral Minute 
 

Mayoral Minute No: 2 

Subject: RESIGNATIONS OF COUNCILLOR ANTHONY BOSKOVITZ, 

VAUCLUSE WARD AND COUNCILLOR ELENA WISE, 

PADDINGTON WARD 

Author: Mayor of Woollahra, Councillor Toni Zeltzer 

File No:  

Reason for Report: To place on public record our gratitude for the contribution of both 

Councillors and to wish them well for their future. 

 

Recommendation: 
 

THAT Council formally thank Councillor Anthony Boskovitz and Councillor Elena Wise for their 

dedication and contribution to the Woollahra Community. 

 

 

 

Cr Anthony Boskovitz: 

 

Councillor Boskovitz has tendered his resignation from Woollahra Council as at 1 May 2015. 

 

When Councillor Anthony Boskovitz was elected in 2004 and joined Woollahra Council he was a 

young man finishing his economics and law degree at university and he was an active member of 

the Vaucluse Young Liberals. During the last 11 years Councillor Boskovitz has made an 

outstanding contribution to the local community and has been an excellent advocate for his 

Vaucluse Ward constituents. He has served on a diverse range of Council committees and sub 

Committees, giving up much of his personal time to attend events and represent the concerns of the 

public, which he served well. 

 

When he started his career as a Councillor, Anthony wanted to focus on planning, access and 

heritage matters and he has been true to his intent. 

 

Anthony has also been able to bring his economic and legal professional skills to many in Council. 

His contributions have always been delivered with confidence and enthusiasm. As a representative 

of our younger generation Anthony has often delivered fresh and new perspectives that reflect the 

needs of an important group within our community. He was the first of us to blog and amazed us 

with his ability to engage in social media, texting and participating in the debate at hand. 

 

At a local level Anthony played an integral role in the improvement plans for Rose Bay, notably 

improving public parking opportunities and recognising the need for a community centre space to 

enhance engagement and support for local residents, and particularly the elderly- both ideas that are 

now well underway thanks to his commitment and advocacy. 

 

In addition to the support he lent to many projects in Watsons Bay and Vaucluse, he campaigned for 

enhancements to the Watsons Bay Baths that mark a significant improvement to our local area to be 

enjoyed by residents and visitors for years to come. 

 

Anthony's long term vision on making use of our proximity to Sydney Harbour as a means of 

reducing vehicular congestion on New South Head Road, our only traffic thoroughfare, is 

something I have strongly shared with him.  I have adopted his reference to the use of ferries and 

the harbour as ‘our third lane’ of New South Head Road and I often refer to these new services, the 
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upgrade to the ferry wharfs and the potential for increasing ferry services as ‘Bosko’s third lane.’  

It’s all about using the Harbour for public and commuter transport, reducing the impact on our 

roads and reducing traffic congestion. This idea has been widely supported by the State 

Government and with the help of our State Government representative, the Hon Gabrielle Upton, 

we have seen an increase to ferry and commuter services from Watsons Bay and Rose Bay to the 

City and the more recent opening for private operators to become involved. 

  

In the lead up to the submissions of our New Woollahra Local Environmental Plan (LEP) and 

Development Control Plan (DC) to the Department of Planning for gazettal, Anthony made very 

constructive amendments, which will help Council manage residential amenity and heritage 

protection into the future. 

 

Anthony leaves Woollahra Council with a strong record of achievement. Eleven years is long time 

to dedicate to representing the needs of our community. He also leaves us with the same strong 

conviction with which he arrived to dedicate his time and energy to others, this time through his 

professional and personal life, as a newly married man and someone whose career is progressing 

rapidly. We wish Anthony and his wife, Kate, all the best for a happy and successful future. They 

will always be welcome here. We are grateful for Anthony's service and dedication. His 

involvement in our community has made Woollahra a better place. 

 

 

Cr Elena Wise: 

 

Councillor Wise has tendered her resignation from Woollahra Council to take effect from 15 May 

2015. 

 

Residents First candidate, Elena Wise, was elected as a Woollahra Councillor in 2012. Serving as a 

Paddington Ward Councillor, Elena served on the Community and Environment, Corporate and 

Works and Development Control Committee and other Sub-Committees and working parties. She 

contributed with great interest and enthusiasm to the Small Sculpture Prize and secured sponsorship 

for this premier cultural initiative.   

 

With a wealth of knowledge and experience in the corporate sector, we are grateful for the 

insightful input Elena made at all the Council and Committee meetings she has attended. On many 

occasions local residents called upon Elena to advocate on their behalf and she did this robustly. 

While always considerate of the views of others she provided sound argument in debate. She has an 

ability to cut through the most complex of issues and get to the heart of the matter.  

 

I have valued the quiet discussions we have had and appreciated her concerns for those issues that 

impact on her beloved Paddington. On a number of matters she brought the heritage conservation of 

Paddington centre stage to full Council, where all Councillors could get an appreciation of the value 

of this unique, intact and precious heritage precinct.  All her constituents should be grateful for her 

advocacy, diligence and care on Paddington heritage issues and for her work to ensure the timber 

cottages that help form part of Paddington’s unique heritage will be well protected under the 

umbrella of the Woollahra DCP, which Elena ensured was a Council-wide commitment. 

 

 

Elena is resigning from her position of Paddington Ward Councillor to pursue an excellent career 

opportunity with PayPal in Tokyo as CEO and on behalf of Woollahra Council and our community 

I wish her well. 
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Conclusion:  

 

Both Councillors can be very proud of the contribution to our local area. We appreciate the time, 

energy, commitment and sacrifices they have made to represent their local communities. 

 

 

 

Cr Toni Zeltzer  

Mayor of Woollahra 
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General Manager’s & Officer’s Report 
 

 

General Manager’s No: 1 

Subject: PROCESS REQUIRED WHEN A CASUAL VACANCY OCCURS 

WITHIN 18 MONTHS OF THE NEXT ORDINARY COUNCIL 

ELECTION 

Author: Gary James, General Manager 

File No: 15/56479 

Reason for Report: To advise Councillors of the process required to be followed when a 

casual vacancy occurs in the office of a Councillor, within 18 months of 

the next Ordinary Election.  

 

Recommendation: 

 

A. (1) THAT Council make an application to the Minister for Local Government requesting an 

  order be made under Section 294(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1993 that the 

  vacancies created by the resignations of Councillors Anthony Boskovitz (Vaucluse 

  Ward) and Elena Wise (Paddington Ward) not be filled.  

 

 OR 

 

A. (2) THAT Council make an application to the Minister for Local Government requesting an 

  order be made under Section 294(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1993 that by-

  elections be held to fill the vacancies created by the resignations of Councillors  

  Anthony Boskovitz (Vaucluse Ward) and Elena Wise (Paddington Ward).  

 

B.  THAT Council receives a further report upon receipt of the Minister’s order in respect of the 

  Council’s resolution chosen in Part A above. 

 

 

 

Background: 

 

Councillor Anthony Boskovitz formally resigned as a Vaucluse Ward Councillor effective from 

Friday 1 May 2015.  Councillor Elena Wise formally resigned as a Paddington Ward Councillor 

effective from Friday 15 May 2015. 

 

This report details the legislative process to be followed when a casual vacancy occurs in the office 

of a Councillor within 18 months of the next Ordinary Council election. 

 

 

Report: 

 

Given that the resignations of both Councillors have occurred within 18 months of the next 

Ordinary Council election, scheduled to be held in September 2016, the relevant provisions of the 

Local Government Act 1993 are contained in Section 294, which states: 
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s 294 Dispensing with by-elections  

 

(1) This section applies if a casual vacancy occurs in the office of a councillor, including a 

mayor elected by the electors of an area, within 18 months before the date specified for the 

next ordinary election of the councillors for the area.  

 

(2) If such a casual vacancy occurs in the office of a councillor (but not the office of a mayor 

elected by the electors), the Minister may, on the application of the council:  

 

(a) order that the vacancy not be filled, or  

(b) order the holding on a stated day of a by-election to fill the vacancy and revoke any 

earlier order made under paragraph (a).  

 

(3) If such a casual vacancy occurs in the office of a mayor elected by the electors, the casual 

vacancy is to be filled by the Governor appointing to the vacant office a councillor nominated 

by the council.  

 

(4) If the council does not nominate a councillor for the purposes of subsection (3), the 

Governor may appoint one of the councillors to the vacant office. 

 

Therefore, Council is required to make an application to the Minister for Local Government, the 

Hon Paul Toole MP, seeking an order that the vacancies created by the resignations of Councillors 

Anthony Boskovitz and Elena Wise either: 

 

i. not be filled, or; 

ii. that they be filled through by-elections to be held in the Vaucluse and Paddington Wards. 

 

Financial Implications: 

 

The previous by-election held in March 2014 cost Council $46K.  If two (2) by-elections were to be 

held it is estimated that the cost to Council would be in the order of $70K to $85K.  This estimate is 

based on the understanding that the cost is unlikely to be double the previous by-election as there 

would be savings on advertising and administrative costs by holding the by-elections on the same 

day. 

 

In considering the options in respect of the vacancies, it should also be noted that by not seeking to 

have the vacancies filled, Council may generate the following savings in Councillor Fees, 

Reimbursement of Expenses and Catering for Council and Committee Meetings between now and 

the next Ordinary Council election to be held in September 2016: 

 

      Councillor 1  Councillor 2  TOTALS 

 

Councillor Fees         $26,400        $26,400      $52,800 

Reimbursement of Expenses*      $  3,400        $  3,400      $  6,800 

Catering Expenses        $  2,300        $  2,300      $  4,600 

 

TOTALS          $32.100        $32,100      $64,200 
 

*This relates to the reimbursement of telephone expenses allowed under the Payment of Expenses 

and Provision of Facilities to the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillors Policy. 

 

When combined with the estimated cost of the by-elections shown above, Council could save up to 

$150K by not filling the two casual vacancies.  
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Conclusion: 

 

The legislative procedure to be followed in response to the casual vacancies created by the 

resignation of Councillors within 18 months of the next Ordinary Council election scheduled for 

September 2016 have been outlined in this report. 

 

The estimated financial implications associated with the decision to either not fill the vacancies or 

to hold by-elections have also been discussed in the report. 

 

Having considered the matters raised, should Council be of a mind to request an order from the 

Minister for Local Government that the vacancies not be filled, an appropriate Recommendation is 

as follows: 

 

Option 1 - Recommendation: 

 

A That Council make an application to the Minister for Local Government requesting an  

 order be made under Section 294(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1993 that the  

 vacancies created by the resignations of Councillors Anthony Boskovitz (Vaucluse  

 Ward) and Elena Wise (Paddington Ward) not be filled.  

 

B.  That Council receives a further report upon receipt of the Minister’s order in respect of the 

  Council’s resolution in Part A above. 

 

Alternatively, should Council wish to seek an order from the Minister for Local Government that 

by-elections be held, an appropriate Recommendation is as follows: 

 

Option 2 - Recommendation: 

 

A. That Council make an application to the Minister for Local Government requesting an  

 order be made under Section 294(2)(b) of the Local Government Act 1993 that by- 

 elections be held to fill the vacancies created by the resignations of Councillors Anthony 

 Boskovitz (Vaucluse Ward) and Elena Wise (Paddington Ward).  

 

B.  That Council receives a further report upon receipt of the Minister’s order in respect of the 

  Council’s resolution in Part A above. 

 

Both options are presented for Council’s consideration. 

 

 

 

 

Gary James 

General Manager 
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9.1 Corporate & Works Committee 
 

 

Items with Recommendations from the Committee Meeting of Monday 4 May 2015  

Submitted to the Council for Determination 

 

 

 

Item No: R1 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 
DOUBLE BAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE - BUSINESS PLAN 

2015/2016/FUNDING SUBMISSION 

Author: Peter Kauter, Manager Placemaking  

File No: 15/51931 

Reason for Report: To report on the Double Bay Chamber of Commerce's 2015/2016 business 

plan and to review the governance and funding arrangements for the 

Double Bay Chamber of Commerce 

 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT the Council commit to continue to work with the Double Bay Business Community to 

implement the Double Bay Place Plan 

 

B. THAT the Council determines that the Double Bay Chamber of Commerce is not the most 

appropriate organisation to take primary responsibility for the delivery of Strategies, Priorities 

and Actions under themes 2, 4 and 5 of the Double Bay Place Plan  and it consider other 

appropriate methods for delivery. 

 

C. THAT further discussions take place between Council staff and the Double Bay Chamber of 

Commerce with the view of reaching agreement on the precise allocation of responsibilities 

between the Chamber and the Council, including definition and clarification of staff positions 

and roles within the Chamber. 

 

D. To ensure that interim arrangements are in place for the delivery of Strategies, Priorities and 

Actions under themes 2, 4 and 5 of the Double Bay Place Plan Council continue to fund the 

Chamber for 2015/16 to an amount of up to $95,880 to enable it to carry out its core functions 

up until the full transition to a model arising from B and C above.  

 

E. That further discussions take place between Council and the Chamber of Commerce about a 

draw down arrangement which will enable the Chamber to proceed with the 2015 Double Bay 

Street Festival. 

 

F.      That Council proceed as a matter of priority with the establishment of the Double Bay 

Collaborative to progress elements of the Double Bay Place Plan. 

 

G.     That Council write to the Double Bay Chamber of Commerce requesting that they seek to 

actively work with local businesses and other organisations to attract alternate funding 

sources with the aim of becoming self-funding by the end of the 2015/16 financial year. 
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Item No: R2 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 

DRAFT DELIVERY PROGRAM 2013 TO 2017 AND 

OPERATIONAL PLAN 2015/16 INCLUDING DRAFT BUDGET 

2015/16 

Author: Michelle Phair, Team Leader Corporate & Financial Planning  

File No: 15/52748 

Reason for Report: To present the draft Delivery Program 2013 to 2017 and Operational Plan 

2015/16 with a recommendation that the document be placed on public 

exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT Council note the responses from the Urban Planning and Community & Environment 

Committees to the Priorities and Actions proposed for inclusion in the draft Delivery 

Program 2013 to 2017 and Operational Plan 2015/16. 

 

B. THAT the draft Delivery Program 2013 to 2017 and Operational Plan 2015/16, be placed on 

public exhibition for a period of 28 days in accordance with the requirements of Sections 

404 and 405 of the Local Government Act 1993, commencing on Wednesday 13 May 2015.  

 

C. THAT a further report be presented following the public exhibition period advising of any 

submissions received in relation to the draft Delivery Program 2013 to 2017 and Operational 

Plan 2015/16. 
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9.3 Urban Planning Committee 
 

 

Items with Recommendations from the Committee Meeting of Monday 27 April 2015  

Submitted to the Council for Determination 

 

 

 

Item No: R3 Recommendations to Council 

Subject: Minutes Of The Double Bay Working Party Meeting 31 March 2015 

Author: Peter Kauter, Manager Placemaking  

File No: 15/50627 

Reason for Report: To submit the minutes of the Double Bay Working Party meeting 

31/03/2015 

 

Note: Part D of this Recommendation was considered at the Ordinary Council Meeting of 27 

April 2015 as a matter of urgency. 

 

 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT the minutes of the Double Bay Working Party meeting held on 31/03/2015 as 

 contained in Annexure A of this report be received and noted. 

 

B. THAT the Working Party be advised that no additional person should be appointed to develop 

 and implement an arts and cultural program in Double Bay. 

 

C. THAT the digital city guides not be funded by Council. 
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Notices of Motion 
 

Item No: 1 

From: Councillors Petrie, Wynne and Zeltzer 

Date: 6 May 2015 

File No: 900.G 

 

 

A.    THAT having regard to: 

 

 Council’s strong financial sustainability rating by NSW Treasury Corporation, 

 

 Consultants Grant Thornton’s financial conclusions of all mergers options involving 

neighbouring Councils, 

 

 the outcomes of the recent Community Survey where residents voiced their strong 

opposition to any amalgamation and expressed strong support for Woollahra to remain 

as a stand-alone Council, 

 

 the likely significant increases in residential rates arising from a merger because of this 

Council’s very high land values and, 

 

 the loss of its locality identity which local residents attach to identifying with 

“Woollahra Council”, 

  

this Council continue to prepare its submission to the State Government as a stand-alone 

Council, resisting all options involving amalgamations. 

  

B.   THAT the Mayor be requested to continue with any appropriate action to ensure the local 

community is actively involved and fully informed of the Council’s position through local 

workshops, public meetings, local press and other forms of electronic media. 

  

C.  THAT following Council’s final consideration of its formal response which is required to be 

lodged with the Expert Panel appointed to assess Fit For the Future (FFF) prior to June 30 

2015, Council’s FFF submission be placed on public exhibition and all efforts be made to 

ensure there are adequate responses reflecting the community’s support or otherwise to the 

Council’s submission. 

  

D.  THAT the Local State Member, The Hon. Gabrielle Upton MP and the Federal Member, The 

Hon. Malcolm Turnbull MP be requested to indicate their support for Council and make 

representations on Council’s behalf having regard to the matters identified in A above. 

 

E.  THAT Council authorise the funding required to implement any actions arising from this 

motion. 
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Item No: 2 

From: Councillors Bennett, Keulemans, Levenston, Marano, O’Regan, Wise and 

Zeltzer 

Date: 4 May 2015 

File No: 900.G 

 

 

THAT Council, as a matter of urgency, prepare a policy in relation to voluntary planning 

agreements, having reference to models used by other Sydney metropolitan councils.  

 

Note: This matter was discussed and unanimously agreed upon at the Development Control 

Committee meeting on Monday 4 May 2015. 
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Questions for the Next Meeting 
 

Item No: 12 

Subject: Questions for Next Meeting 

Author: Gary James, General Manager 

File No: 467.G/Q 10 

Reason for Report: To provide a response to Questions for Next Meeting from Council Meeting 

of 27 April 2015 and for Councillors to ask Questions for Next Meeting in 

accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice. 

 

Recommendation: 
 

That the responses to previous Questions for Next Meeting be noted. 

 

 

 

 

Background: 

 

The provision for Councillors to ask Questions for Next Meeting is contained in Section 3.1 of 

Council's Code of Meeting Practice which states: 

 

 

3.1 QUESTIONS FOR NEXT MEETING – No previous notice of questions required 

 

1) As a standard practice, a report on “Questions for Next Meeting” shall be listed in all 

agendas of Ordinary Meetings of Council. The agenda item shall contain a report of the 

questions asked at the last Council Meeting and the responses to those questions and 

provide an opportunity for the Councillors to ask questions for the next Council 

Meeting. Councillors may also submit Questions on Notice for inclusion in the Council 

Meeting business paper.  Questions on Notice are to be submitted to the Council’s 

Governance Department by no later than 10.00am on the Thursday preceding the 

Council Meeting. 

(2) Questions asked at a Council Meeting shall also be submitted in writing. 

(3) The Councillor must put every question directly, succinctly and without argument. 

(4) The Mayor shall refer the question to the General Manager or responsible Division 

Head, or if the question is directed to another Councillor, the Councillor concerned. 

There shall be no requirement to answer the question immediately. 

(5) If the answer to a question can be given immediately, and it makes sense to do so, then 

such shall be done and a record made in the Minutes of the Meeting. If an answer can 

be given, but not immediately, then the Mayor shall indicate to whom the question is to 

be directed. 

(6) In the spirit of achieving the expeditious discharge of Council business the  

agenda item “Questions for Next Meeting” shall generally be limited to not more than 

30 minutes duration unless the Council determines otherwise, on the evening in 

question and by way of specific resolution. 

 

 

Questions for Next Meeting should be asked in accordance with the Code of Meeting Practice. 
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Responses to Councillors Questions for Next meeting on 27 April 2015 are as follows: 

 

 

 

Councillor Petrie asking:  

 

We have a vexing problem in Bay Street, Double Bay near the ferry wharf where the unrestricted 

car spaces are being used on a permanent basis by both a car that has been there since August and a 

fitness trailer advertising its operations which has been there for at least three months. When are we 

going to resolve this issue?  

 

Manager Engineering Services in response: 

 

To prevent the long term parking of vehicles, boats on trailers and advertising trailers in the 

unrestricted parking areas of Marine Parade adjacent to the Sydney Harbour, Ocean Avenue, 

William Street; and in Bay Street, adjacent to Steyne Park, in Double Bay, it was resolved that 

“10P, 8am-7pm, Tuesdays” parking signs be installed in these locations. These signs have been 

ordered will be installed in approximately 3-4 weeks once they are delivered. 

 

 

Councillor Petrie asking:  

 

I have had numerous complaints bordering on anger about a trailer advertising the ridding of 

cockroaches in Woollahra.  A significant member of the community has raised his concerns stating 

that this trailer is a blot on the community.  I did approach the Manager of Compliance, Tim 

Tuxford about ringing these people. The trailers are still there. Could we ring these people and ask 

them to remove it? 

 

Manager, Compliance in response: 

 

The company was contacted on 30 April 2015 and was requested to move the vehicle, which is 

registered. 

 

The control and regulation of trailers with advertisements is a difficult issue and has been a problem 

along New South Head Road at different times.  Where the trailers are registered and legally 

parked, Council is unable to take any action pursuant to the Australian Road Rules and must rely on 

the provisions of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979.  In this regard, if the vehicle 

is designed entirely for the purpose of advertising it requires development consent and can be 

regulated.  However, if the advertising is on a vehicle which is registered and is used for other 

purposes it may fall outside the Council’s power to regulate.   

 

The tests that need to be considered are provided in "Willoughby City Council v Sahade & Ors 

[2002] NSWLEC 214" and include the following: 

1.  Is the sign displaying an advertisement as defined by the Local Environmental Plan (LEP)? 

2.  Is the trailer/vehicle an advertising structure?  Factors to consider include frequency of use; 

distance from premises it belongs to; actual use of trailer/vehicle. 

3.  Is development consent required?  Depends on positive response to questions 1 & 2 and the 

requirements of the Council's LEP. 

  

There are inherent difficulties in using the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 to 

address this issue.  As a general rule, Council initiates action pursuant to the ‘Notices/Orders’ 

provisions of the Act once a vehicle has been in the one location for a significant period of time.  
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This process is resource draining and time consuming and needs to be recommended once the trailer 

is moved, even if it is returned to the same location a day or two later.   

 

Having regard to the difficulties involved in controlling these matters under the Environmental 

Planning & Assessment Act 1979, Council has in some locations introduced timed parking 

restrictions which require the offending registered vehicles to be moved.  Unfortunately this can 

simply result in moving the problem to another location.  Over the years Council has made formal 

representations to the State Government and the NSW Opposition seeking a change to the road 

rules as they apply to trailers.  Unfortunately this problem has not yet been resolved. 

 

 

Councillor Robertson asking:  

 

Firstly to you Madam Mayor the questions on notice that I asked recently in relation to any 

communications you may have had with the Hakoah Club representatives to give you the 

opportunity to respond. Do you want me to read them all out? 

 

Mayor in response: 

 

I have seen them Councillor Robertson. I would like to respond now. It’s in regard to any meetings 

or communications that I might have had with Hakoah. They have been very, very few and far 

between and I believe one of them you attended which was late last year around this table. 

Subsequent to that there were probably two short meetings in which the staff and other Councillors 

attended.  I have never had a meeting with them on my own. Some of the communications were to 

do with internal matters to do with Hakoah. Other than that there was one telephone call from my 

personal assistant asking me to ring Mr Farkas. He was just simply asking a question on process, 

how long will it take to get from Urban Planning to Full Council? And that was about it. That’s the 

extent of it. I don’t know if you realise in any meeting I attend,   I have the staff with me if I can. If 

it’s at Council I have the staff with me. I try to have my meetings at Council and I make no 

undertakings. I simply am there to listen to what is put before me but I have never on any occasions 

made an undertaking. 

 

 

Councillor Robertson asking:  

 

To your knowledge have any Woollahra Councillors or yourself had any meetings with the Mayor 

of Waverley, Councillor Sally Betts, in which amalgamations were discussed? 

 

Mayor in response: 

 

I have not had a meeting with Sally Betts for quite a long time. I have never had private meetings 

with Sally Betts. The only meetings that I attended were official meetings that some of our key staff 

attended when we looked at the model of 3 Councils rather than 5. I understood right from the start 

when that first report came to us that it didn’t stack up financially or otherwise for us to even 

contemplate an amalgamation with the three. We have remained in touch. Their staff are in 

communication with ours, we are sharing consultants, so we cannot be accused of choosing 

consultants that just argue our case for autonomy. I think that all Councillors received a summary of 

where we are up to. I haven’t had private conversations with Sally Betts on this. I really don’t share 

Sally Betts’ views to be honest.  
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Councillor Robertson asking:  

 

So am I to infer from that response Madam Mayor that you are not aware of any other Councillors 

on this Council having attended any meetings on that subject?  

 

Did Councillors have your endorsement to represent Woollahra in discussions about 

amalgamations?  

 

Mayor in response: 

 

Now that you bring that up Councillor Robertson I am aware of what you are referring to and I have 

spoken to both Councillors.  We are all Liberal Councillors and many Councillors get together with 

their counterparts in neighbouring Councils.  Sometimes it is a social visit to catch-up, sometimes it 

is to talk about State and Federal politics.  There is long friendship involved there.  I have spoken to 

both Councillors that have come up in this particular matter and they have both given me an 

undertaking which I believe.  For a start both of them have been away off and on for quite some 

time and have had no recent meetings with Sally Betts. They know that they cannot put forward the 

position of Woollahra Council because that is a position that is resolved by 15 Councillors.  So the 

story going around is incorrect. 

 

 

Councillor Robertson asking:  

 

Does Council have a litter reduction strategy in place? Are there regular street clean ups to attend to 

nature strips? Those in Ormond Street, Paddington are the ones that have been brought to my recent 

attention, with residents asking if Council will consider developing and implementing a litter 

reduction strategy. 

 

Director Technical Services in response: 

 

Council does not have an adopted litter reduction strategy in place. Normal street cleaning 

schedules are only for gutters and do not cover the grass verge and footpaths. Discussions have 

recently been held between Civil Operations and Open Space & Trees regarding the collection of 

litter in the tree pits in Ormond Street. These will be cleaned out and removed by the Open Space 

teams to avoid the collection of litter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gary James 

General Manager 
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Political Donations – matters to be considered by Councillors at Meetings 

 
 

 

Action 
Declare a significant non-pecuniary conflict of 

interest, absent yourself from the meeting and take 
no further part in the debate or vote on the matter 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.16b) 

Action 

Consider appropriate action required. 
This could include limiting involvement by: 

1. participating in discussion but not in decision making (vote), 
2. participating in decision making (vote) but not in the discussion 

3. not participating in the discussion or decision making (vote) 
4. removing the source of the conflict 

Do you believe the political 
contribution creates a significant 
non-pecuniary conflict of interest 

for you? 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.23) 

Action 
Declare a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest, 
absent yourself from the meeting 

and take no further part in the 
debate or vote on the matter  

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.16(5) 

Staff to record decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division of votes for the 
determinative resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes. 

Matter before Committee or  

Council Meeting 

Did the applicant, owner (if not 
the applicant) or someone close 

to the applicant make a 
donation in excess of $1,000 
that directly benefited your 

election campaign?  
(Code of Conduct Cl 4.21) 

Is the matter before the meeting 

a Planning Matter? 

Action 

Participate in debate and vote on the matter 

Did the applicant or someone 
close to the applicant make a 
donation less than $1,000 that 
directly benefited your election 

campaign? 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.2) 

Staff to record decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division of votes for the 
determinative resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes. 

No 

No No 

No 

Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
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