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WOOLLAHRA COUNCIL 
DOUBLE BAY WORKING PARTY 

 

 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Date:  Tuesday 13 November 2018 
Time:  6.00pm  
Location: Thornton Room, Woollahra Council 
 

Present Councillors 
 
 
Business 
 
 
Residents 
 
 
Property Owners 
 
 
Gabrielle Upton MP’s 
Office 
 
Woollahra Council 
staff 
 
Others 
 

Toni Zeltzer (Chair) 
Mark Silcocks 
 
Deirdre O’Loghlin (Double Bay Networking Group) 
Kellie Prescott (Sydney East Business Chamber) 
 
Anthony Tregoning (Double Bay Resident’s Association)  
Alex Oliver 
 
Eduard Litver 
Byron Rose 
 
Carol Freeman 
 
 
Peter Kauter – Manager-Placemaking 
 
 
Alka Parti (with Eduard Litver) 
 

 

 

Item  Subject Discussion Action 
1 
 

Apologies Cristina Talacko 
Ralf Bruegger 
Katherine O’Regan 
Allan Coker 
 

Nil 
 
 

2 
 
 
 

Adoption of minutes of 
meeting on 9 October 
2018 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
adopted with the following changes to item 4, 
Other matters raised included: insert the 
following: 
 

 Cross Street carpark – resident 
concerns with the possible form of 
development 

 Parking – insufficient spaces being 
provided in new developments  

 

Make changes to 
minutes as indicated. 

3 Double Bay Place Plan 
review 

An updated version of the Draft DBPP was 
distributed at the meeting.  
 

The matters raised by 
the Working Party in 
relation to strategies, 
priorities & actions be 
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Item  Subject Discussion Action 
We worked through the Draft Plan mainly 
focusing on part 7 Strategies, Priorities & 
Actions. 
 
 Parts 1 – 6 are generally the same as the 
original Plan. Some minor updates may be 
necessary together with reformatting. 
Otherwise these parts were not discussed. 
 
The Working Party was advised of the 
changes/comments submitted by Katherine 
O’Regan for the Sydney East Business 
Chamber (the Chamber). These related to: 
 
- Correct reference to the Chamber 
- A shift towards Council delivery rather 

than shared delivery & ownership, e.g. 
arts & sustainability 

- Measurement & data & the role of Council 
- Tourism & the work being done by the 

Chamber on a strategy 
- Night time economy 
- Integrated transport, in particular 

walkability 
- Laneways & waste management 

 
It was agreed that these matters be 
incorporated into the Plan – the Plan needs to 
reflect that responsibility is shared with 
businesses & the Chamber empowered to 
deliver appropriate actions. 
 
Theme 1 Governance  
 
1.3 Establish clear KPIs to measure the 
success of this plan – include a new action to 
gauge resident satisfaction rating with the 
implementation of the plan (this will likely 
involve a survey prepared by a consultant with 
expertise with this kind of surveying). 
 
Theme 2 People 
 
No issues were raised. 
 
Theme 3 Planning & Centre Beautification 
 
3.4 Maintain and enhance Double Bay as a 
safe, clean and attractive place – include KPIs 
&/or measurement of cleanliness/tidiness 
(3.4.1) & for licensed premises (3.4.2). 
 

included in the Draft 
Plan. 
 
The Draft Plan then 
be reported to Council 
for adoption through 
the Environmental 
Planning Committee. 
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Item  Subject Discussion Action 
3.8 Make Double Bay Sydney’s sustainable 
village – include reference to single use 
plastics  
 
3.9 Develop an active and vibrant night time 
economy in Double Bay – the night time 
economy strategy to include balancing the 
need to create a vibrant night time economy 
with residential amenity (3.9.2) 
 
Theme 4 Identity, reputation & 
communication 
 
No issues were raised. 
 
Theme 5 Business operations 
 
No specific issues were raised. 
 

4 Matters from the previous meeting 
 

 Lighting strategy – 
lanterns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the last meeting alternative options to the 
iGuzzini lanterns were presented – this 
followed a request by the WP to look at the 
cost of design options. We looked at designs 
by DW Windsor, Sky & Sephora ranges – cost 
estimates were $810K compared to $1.269M.  
 
The WP asked whether Leni had looked at the 
options, to see if they would achieve the 
Lighting Strategy objectives. Leni hadn’t been 
consulted as it was understood the WP was 
interested in cost comparisons only at that 
point. The WP asked that Leni be approached 
about further design options. 
 
In the meantime staff met with Ausgrid 
representatives about the logistics of replacing 
the lanterns. There are issues we needed to 
sort out about ownership of the lanterns & the 
need to upgrade wiring.  The Ausgrid people 
mentioned the possibility of partnering with us 
to replace the lanterns including a sharing or 
contributions to the cost – although they could 
not commit to anything at the meeting. We 
followed up with an initial formal request for 
them to look into partnering options. They 
replied saying they will look into financials and 
technical aspect of the project and get back to 
us. In the interim, they have asked us to 
provide technical specs for the proposed 
luminaires and poles.  
 

Staff to pursue with 
Ausgrid how they may 
possibly be able to 
assist with the lantern 
project.  
 
Leni Schwindinger be 
approached about 
further design options.  
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Item  Subject Discussion Action 
Capital works  Guilfoyle Park upgrade – Stage 1 of the 

Guilfoyle Park upgrade is now complete & got 
its first good workout with the Street Fair on 
Sunday 4/11. 
 
Working Party Members mentioned favourable 
comments from members of the community in 
relation to the upgrade. 
 

Noted 

5 Sydney East Business 
Chamber (SEBC) 

Kellie talked about the Street Fair on 4/11. It 
was again a very successful & well organised 
event attracting between 60,000 & 70,000 
people with over 270 stalls. In particular the 
content for kids; Short St activation targeting 
young adults with food, beverage, music & 
street beautification; BMW alley; & pet corner. 
 
Working Party people who attended agreed 
that it was a very successful event that was 
very well organised by the Chamber. 
 

Noted. 

6  General business Small Business Month 
 
October was SBM. We successfully applied for 
funding from the Dept of Industry to promote 
and celebrate the success of small and 
medium sized businesses and the critical role 
they play in local communities across NSW.  
 
We had done business forums previously & 
while these had been successful and 
reasonably popular, taking on board matters 
raised by our Working Parties, we decided to 
conduct a video based social medial campaign.  
 
The campaign comprises production of two 30s 
videos (Paddington/Oxford Street and Double 
Bay) plus five individual posts, published on 
Council’s Instagram and Facebook accounts. 
We have shared the campaign (via tags and 
links in our posts) with Sydney East Business 
Chamber, Visit Paddington, City of Sydney, 
Destination NSW, Wentworth Courier and – of 
course – the small businesses themselves. 
Additionally, we’ll be providing every business 
that was photographed with copies of their 
images, free of charge.  
 
On 20/10 we went to Double Bay and 
photographed owners of 14 small businesses 
along Bay Street, Knox Street, New South 
Head Road, Cross Street and Transvaal 
Avenue. 
 

Noted 
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Item  Subject Discussion Action 
The feedback we received from business 
owners and their employees was 
overwhelmingly positive – not only did 
everyone love the concept of the campaign, 
they were genuinely impressed by Council’s 
initiative and grateful for the opportunity to be 
included. We were also able to add value by 
using the opportunity to increase rapport with 
our business community, including the Sydney 
East Business Chamber.  
 
There have been 6.5K total FBook views & 
3.5K unique viewers for the Double Bay video 
& 112 Instagram likes to date on the Double 
Bay posts. 
 
We’re grateful for the grant we received from 
NSW State Government for Small Business 
Month, which has enabled us to celebrate our 
small businesses with the broader community 
and show just how much we value them in this 
unique format. 
 
We will be sending out survey to participants 
this week via Survey Monkey. 
 
Our thanks to the Chamber for partnering with 
us on this promotion & special mention to the 
work done by our Community Engagement 
Coordinator, April Nichols in making it happen. 
 

Other Cross St Carpark/cinema - There was 
discussion on the Cross St carpark/cinema 
redevelopment. Questions were asked about 
negotiations & if there was an ‘end date’ for 
preferred proponents. The Chair advised 
negotiations are complex & continuing & that 
there is no ‘end date’ as such. 
 

Noted 

Galbraith Walkway – a request by the InterCon 
to extend the hours for the opening of the 
security gate was raised. This is the subject of 
an application to modify the development 
consent & is going through the usual 
assessment process including consultation 
with adjoining land owners. It is not a matter for 
the Working Party & enquiries need to be 
directed to our Development Control people. 
 

Noted 

Baccarat Café – the use of the courtyard of the 
Baccarat café in Transvaal Ave through private 
certification was raised. It is not a matter for the 
Working Party & enquiries need to be directed 
to our regulatory staff. 

Noted 
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Item  Subject Discussion Action 
 

The design quality of new development was 
raised & whether we should pursue design 
excellence through a competitive process 
similar to the City of Sydney & the offer of 
incentives to achieve better quality. The 
Working Party was advised that this was a 
strategic planning/development control matter. 
We have specific planning controls for 
development in the Double Bay commercial & 
we also have an Urban Design Planner who 
has input into building design through the 
development of planning controls & the 
assessment of DAs. 
 

Noted 

‘North side’ assistance – there was general 
discussion about assisting businesses on the 
‘north side’ in response to the impact of the 
Kiaora Place development.  Suggestions were 
to increase the free parking time limit from 15 
to 30 minutes & to reduce fees for outdoor 
seating. Cosmo Centre businesses will be 
making a request for these changes. 
 

Noted 

There being no further business the meeting concluded at about 8.20pm 
 
The next meeting of the Working Party 12 February 2019 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


