
Oxford Street Working Party  

Meeting Minutes  

 

   Meeting held – Tuesday 30/08/2016 (No. 3/2016) 

 

Present: Councillors: Peter Cavanagh (Chair), Luise Elsing & Anthony Marano 

 

 Property owners: Kathy Samios & Theo Onosforou 

 

 Staff: Peter Kauter – Manager-Placemaking (Woollahra Council) and Anitra 

Morgarna (City of Sydney) 

 

Guests: Rebecca Hearty & Gregory Ford (owners, 264 Oxford Street, corner 

Perry Lane), Ashley Woodcroft (resident, Underwood Street), Charles Duthie 

(Sydney Standard) & Moshe Rosenzivieg (Director – Head On Photo Festival) 

 

Meeting opened: 6.00pm in the Thornton Room, Woollahra Council Chambers 

 

Item 

No. 

Subject Discussion Action 

1. Confirmation of previous minutes 

 
Confirmation of minutes from previous meeting held on 12/04/2016 

 

Adopted without 

change 

 

2. Apologies 

 
Toni Zeltzer (Mayor – Woollahra Council) 

John Mant (City of Sydney) 

Matthew Robertson 

Katherine O’Regan 

Professor Ross Harley (UNSW Art + Design) 

Professor Ed Blakely 

 

Robert Fendall (Owner 198 Oxford Street, corner Young Street) 

[Kate Murray (City of Sydney) was a staff apology] 

 

3. Late correspondence 

 
Nil 

 

4 Public Art – Perry Lane Presentation by Ashley Woodcroft with the property 

owners Rebecca Hearty & Gregory Ford. 

 

Ashley did a power point presentation on the “Perry Lane 

Art Project’. The presentation included: 

 a vision – to bring energy and interest to Paddington 

and encourage growth in visitors, diners and shoppers 

by showcasing innovative (wall) art in Perry Lane 

 background – including a description of Perry Lane, 

its role in the Head On Photo Festival 

 

Staff to work through 

processes, including 

funding & approvals, 

with Ashley, Rebecca 

& Robert with a view 

to making this 

happen.  



   Activate Oxford Street – how the project fits 

 Overview of proposal – commission an artist; initially 

2 art works in defined spaces (one a ‘featured artwork’ 

4m x 3m, the other smaller complimentary visible 

from Oxford Street; artworks renewed with different 

artists every 3-12 months 

 Benefits – for local businesses & residents, artists, 

Council & visitors 

 Keys to success – identifying the right artists; 

promoting new work; and, documenting the artworks 

 Promotion & communication – informal launch with 

media & celebrity; WMC web site; invite media when 

a new artwork is created; and, social media 

 Budget for artists, photography, updating web site and 

for any restoration work 

 Images/photos of the lane, wall & existing art, wall 

elevation showing location of artworks 

 

The Working Party was very supportive of the project & 

interested to know what was needed to make it happen. 

There was discussion about funding including materials, 

design work, artist’s fees, etc. Ashley mentioned 

funding/costs of between $1-2K and $5K each 6-9 

months for new art works. The possible use of UNSW 

Art + Design resources & artists volunteering their 

services was discussed. Approvals – the Working Party 

favoured use of heritage area DA exemption provisions 

particularly given the enclosed nature of the lane.  

 

5. 

 

 

Public art – corner 

Oxford & Young Streets 

The owner of this property (198 Oxford Street), Robert 

Fendall, approached staff for a solution to the Young 

Street wall being a target for graffiti. He is going to soon 

repaint the exterior & is contemplating public art as an 

‘inclusive working project’ & innovative means of 

stopping graffiti while also enhancing the appearance of 

the building and the street.  

 

While supportive of the principle the Working Party 

asked for more information on the size and content of the 

artwork given the high exposure of the wall to Oxford 

Street.  

 

(Robert couldn’t attend the meeting as he was overseas.) 

 

Staff to seek 

additional 

information for 

Working Party 

members – it could 

be distributed 

electronically to save 

time. 

6. Five Ways Fusion Charles Duthie, Sydney Standard, explained that the next 

Five Ways Fusion would be a pedestrian event including 

VIP food & wine tastings, beauty promotions, dog show 

for kids, soap box, etc. Activities on the footpath would 

occupy areas currently leased by shops for dining/street 

trading. It is now set for Saturday 29 October & would 

include Halloween content. Promotion was vital to the 

success of last year’s Fusion & there will be another 

newspaper & social media campaign. WMC has 

approved $1,000 funding. Street banners would also 

again be considered. 

 

Charles also said he was working on an Eastern Suburbs 

directory initially expanding to Double Bay, Bondi Beach 

& Bondi Junction with further expansion intended. He 

mentioned a Christmas event with the Paddington 

Markets on 9 December. 

 

His preference is to approach Council for funding for 

individual events rather than for up-front funding. 

Additionally funding comes from sponsorships, i.e. Ray 

White, Paddo Pets.  

The Working Party 

noted & was pleased 

to hear of Charles’ 

initiatives & efforts 

in promoting Five 

Ways & Oxford 

Street & the 

expansion of his 

business directory. 

 

In addition to the 

already approved 

funding the Working 

Party would like 

Council to extend 

whatever reasonable 

in-kind support it 

could to the Five 

Ways Fusion. 

 



7. Head On Photo Festival Moshe Rosenzveig, Director of the Festival, did a 

PowerPoint presentation explaining the background of 

the Festival & showing the styles of exhibitions that the 

Festival undertakes. It has been spread over a wide 

geographic area & he is now looking at concentrating the 

exhibitions with a greater presence in Paddington. The 

Festival gets wide media coverage, (e.g. TV, radio print 

as well as electronic/social media – Head On website) 

including overseas (New York Times).  

 

Presently the City of Sydney provides financial support 

& space (i.e. Town Hall & Reservoir Gardens in 

Paddington & numerous venues in other parts of the 

city). The next Festival will take place in May 2017. 

 

Moshe said he wanted to extend across Oxford Street & 

build on the success of the use of Perry Lane, facilitated 

by Woollahra Council & the PBP, as a 'photo swap’ & 

other festival related activities. He would like to engage 

shop keepers to display photos in shop fronts. He has 

Juniper Hall also provides exhibition space. 

 

Suggestions for additional exhibition spaces were UNSW 

Art + Design, the Markets and the greenspace outside 

Victoria Barracks.  

 

The Working Party was highly impressed with the 

Festival organisation & the potential to attract greater 

interest in & around Oxford Street. We have provided a 

letter of support for City of Sydney funding & we could 

provide further support through again making Perry Lane 

available, a funding grant, street banners & engagement 

with shop keepers through PBP contacts. 

 

There was particular interest in the level of funding 

Woollahra could/should provide. It was made clear that 

the Working Party has an advisory role & could not 

approve/commit Council to any level of funding – that 

this would be a matter for consideration by the 

appropriate committee & approval by Council in 

response to a specific request. 

 

The Working Party’s views would be reported to Council 

in the usual manner. After some discussion the Working 

Party formed the view that about $10K would be a 

reasonable contribution. 

The Working Party 

thanked Moshe for 

his presentation.  

 

It also supports 

assistance being 

provided through 

whatever reasonable 

means are available, 

including 

consideration of 

funding in the order 

of about $10K. 

 

8. Paddington Business 

Partnership 

Robby Ingham informed the Working Party that after the 

next PBP AGM there would be a new President as he 

would be standing down. 

 

The Visit Paddington website update & overhaul is due 

for completion by the end September. Main features will 

be: 

 Interactivity 

 Events page – post, current & upcoming 

 Membership registration facility 

 

Increased electronic media activity over the last 12 

months: 

 Instagram up 326%  

 Facebook up 40% 

 Twitter up 60% 

 

Noted 

 

The considerable 

contribution of 

Robby to the PBP be 

acknowledged and 

Robby be thanked for 

his efforts, 

enthusiasm and 

passion towards 

Oxford Street and 

Paddington’s 

commercial 

wellbeing. 



  William Street Festival will be on 15 October. Expected 

to attract 12,000 people. Merivale’s first time 

involvement. 50 businesses participating, 32 out of the 37 

in William Street. There will be a fashion show in 

Victoria Street followed by the showing of a ‘yet-to-be-

revealed’ movie on the mobile screen. 

Any additional 

support for the 

installation of 

parking meters on 

Oxford Street along 

Victoria Barracks and 

in Greens Road 

should be sent 

through Peter Kauter 

to co-ordinate a 

response to the City 

of Sydney. 

 

9. City of Sydney Public Toilet 

  The landscaping works has been done to the proposed 

site on the corner of Oxford Street and William 

Streets. 

  The toilet has not yet been installed due to 

complications with availability of toilet modules. 

Hopefully this will be resolved sometime in 2017. 

  As part of the Library upgrade, in Paddington Town 

Hall, there is now a new public bathroom available. 

 

Request for parking meters 

   Recently the City changed some parking restrictions 

from 1P to 4P, new signs are due to be changed during 

September, 

  In relation to addressing potential need for parking 

meters the City’s Parking Committee have requested 

studies into usage of parking resources in the area, 

  As per the email to Peter Kauter on 2 Dec, the City 

requires additional information and support from the 

business community before the City will go out to 

community consultation on this issue, 

  During the next few weeks the City will be carrying 

out Occupancy and Compliance Surveys to assess the 

spaces in question, how much the spaces are used or 

left empty and the effectiveness of compliance with 

existing restrictions. 

 

Street Banners at Paddington Reservoir Gardens 

  The City made 2 banners to match those being 

displayed by Woollahra Council 

  City has booked the banner poles for 3 weeks from 1 

August to 22 Aug 

  We are looking at the next  opportunity to display the 

banners 

 

Transport Study 

A Transport Study for Oxford Street was recently carried 

out for the City by AECOM. It included consideration of 

Waverly Council’s Light Rail study proposing light rail 

for the Bondi Beach to Bondi Junction corridor. The City 

is in the process of analysing the report and approach to 

the recommendations. Ongoing discussions are taking 

place with TfNSW and RMS. It is hoped there will be 

some clarity for the beginning of the New Year. 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted 

10. UNSW Art + Design Professor Harley was unable to attend the meeting & 

there were no additional matters raised by UNSW Art + 

Design. 

Noted 



11. Matters Arising from 

the previous minutes 

Real estate signs – letter from Alex Greenwich, MP, 

dated 02/05/2016 with letter/response from Rob Stokes, 

Minister for Planning, dated18/04/2016 enclosed.  

 

Alex Greenwich’s letter states: 

Unfortunately the minister does not address council’s 

request for review of the code in order to better protect 

heritage streetscapes such as Oxford Street. 

 

The Minister’s letter notes the potential impact of real 

estate signs on the heritage values and visual amenity of 

areas such as Oxford Street. He agrees that Oxford Street 

is unique & the visual amenity is important to the local 

character of the retail hub and the success of local 

businesses. The letter contains information about the 

content of the codes & options should signs exceed 

standards. The Minister has asked the Department to 

consider your feedback in its ongoing monitoring and 

review of the Policy to ensure the outcomes are 

consistent with the overall policy intent. 

 

Street banners – we formally applied to Ausgrid in 

Feb ’16 including a structural engineer’s report. Augrid 

replied on 15/03/2016 to the effect that they are doing an 

internal review & can’t give approval in the meantime. 

The review time frame was not indicated.   

 

Noted.  

NFA at this stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Noted. 

NFA at this stage. 

12. General business 

12.1 Ariel Bookstore closure The closing of the Ariel Bookstore on the corner of 

Oxford & West Streets was raised. It was not known 

what prompted the closure but it was noted that the 

building had been sold & Ariel continued to trade for 

some time afterwards. 

 

Noted. 

12.2 Large capital investment Dismay/disillusionment was expressed by some Working 

Party Members over the lack of large capital investment 

in Oxford Street by Woollahra Council in the context of 

the recent publicity about the Cross Street cinema 

complex for Double Bay 

 

Opportunities for a Cross Street style development in 

Oxford Street were limited as Council does not own 

similar assets in Oxford Street. 

 

Noted. 

12.3 Exhibitions Little Things Art Prize at Saint Cloche Gallery, 

Paddington 31 August – 18 September. Presentation Day 

11 September 2-5pm. 

 

Australia Seriously? at Juniper Hall 20 August – 17 

September 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 8pm. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting – TBC. 

 


