
Oxford Street Working Party  

Meeting Minutes  

 

   Meeting held – Thursday 23/11/2017 (No. 3/2017) 

 

Present: Councillors: Peter Cavanagh (The Mayor and Chair), Megan McEwan, Anthony 

Marano and Harriet Price 

 

Paddington Business Partnership: Daniel Mitchell and Billie-Rose Williams  

 

 Property owners: Theo Onisforou 

 

Guests: David Heimann, Director – Orson & Blake & Moshe Rosenzveig – 

Director Head On Photo Festival 

 

 Staff: Jacky Hony, Team Leader – Community Development Officer & Peter 

Kauter – Manager-Placemaking (Woollahra Council) 

 

Meeting opened: 6.00pm in the Thornton Room, Woollahra Council Chambers 

 

Item 

No. 

Subject Discussion Action 

1. Confirmation of previous minutes 

 
Confirmation of minutes from previous meeting held on 20/6/2017 

 

Adopted without 

change 

 

2. Apologies 

 
Councillor Matthew Robertson 

Councillor Susan Wynne 

Chris Tourgelis 

Cathy Samios 

Andrew Bragg 

[Anitra Morgarna (City of Sydney) was a staff apology] 

 

3. Late correspondence 

 
Nil 

 

4 Festa Italiana Jacky Hony spoke about the Cultural Day arrangements 

and this year’s decision for an Italian theme and how it 

suited with our program.  The Consul General of Italy 

attended. The timing assisted with the approach of re-

creating an Italian piazza. Local businesses got involved 

and their feedback was great. Attendance was 

approximately 3,000 – early figures exceeded those of 

other Cultural Days but rain kept overall numbers down. 

Stallholders all sold-out and the performers were happy. 

The road closure was difficult and prevented an earlier 

start.  It was an expensive event. 

 

The Mayor congratulated Councillor Marano for his 

involvement in the Cultural Day Committee helped make 

this happen. Councillor Marano said the Ricardo Barnaby 

Gallery never sold so many artworks. The Festa received 

coverage in the Sydney Morning Herald. Staff scored 

‘100 points’ for organisation and their involvement on 

the day. 

 

Theo mentioned the location as being ‘divine’ and 

although the bump-in caused some difficulty for retailers 

Congratulations to all 

involved on a great 

and highly successful 

Festa Italiana.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



was full of praise for the event. Next time we need to 

engage UNSW Art+Design to hold activities and make it 

an all-day event. 

 

Moshe R mentioned the number of people, the fantastic 

atmosphere and the food. 

 

Discussion moved onto positive, sensational news stories 

about the influx of homeware, furniture and lifestyle 

stores in the lower part of Oxford Street, i.e. Jardan’s 

flagship store, MCM Home, Orson & Blake and Dunlin. 

Neil Whittaker, editor Vogue Living quote ‘Furniture is 

now Fashion’.  

 

David Heimann spoke about the positive impact of this 

influx & how it influenced his decision to open Orson & 

Blake 6-7 weeks ago under the Verona Cinema; interstate 

retailers are now looking at Oxford Street as are galleries 

as well as homewares and furniture.  

  

This presents a fantastic opportunity to get good media 

after all the negative press about the downturn. It was 

agreed that a media release be drafted with input from 

our Communications team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Theo to prepare a 

draft media release 

for copy in 

appropriate outlets 

extolling the new 

virtues of Oxford 

Street and its 

resurgence. 

5. 

 

 

Perry Lane 5.1 Recent events – ‘Seeing & Being Seen’ on 

21/10/2017 coinciding with the William Street Festival – 

UNSW Art+Design activity as part of Master of Curating 

and Cultural Leadership. We facilitated by taking care of 

arrangements for the lane closure, artificial turf and 

assisting with the activity approval. 

 

5.2 Future activities – 2 larger murals are planned for 

the side wall of 262 Oxford St. The Perry Lane Art 

Project people are soon to apply for the necessary 

approval.  

 

5.3 Permanent closure of Perry Lane – report to the 

Traffic Committee early 2018. Arrangements made for 

traffic counts. There is opposition from some surrounding 

property owners – their principle concerns are with 

access arrangements. These will need to be addressed. 

 

Noted 

6. Paddington Business 

Partnership 

6.1 New Board & President – Daniel Mitchell, the new 

PBP President, addressed the Working Party on the 

PBP’s recent activities and upcoming activities. 

  

6.2 Recent activities: 

William Street Festival  - Daniel talked to extracts from 

the report prepared by the organisers, Be Productions. 

These included attendance figures, i.e. over 25,000 

people attended and ‘what the Traders said’. One 

observation was that people got there earlier and stayed 

on. There was discussion on closing Underwood Street 

for future Festivals.  

Wayfinding booklet – features 157 Paddington 

businesses and 40,000 printed copies. Suggestions were 

made about its presentation/design/artwork and 

distribution outlets, i.e. getting it into the airport like 

Urban Walkabout does. 

 

6.3 Upcomming activities: 

Funding submission for 2017/2018 to be considered by 

Council. Activities include web site and social media 

management, wayfinding booklet (version 2), Christmas 

in Paddington activities and networking meetings to grow 

The Working Party 

congratulated and 

welcomed Daniel on 

his election as 

President of the PBP. 

 

The PBP to look into 

closing Underwood 

Street as part of 

future Festivals. 

 

The PBP to look at 

options for the 2nd 

edition of the 

Wayfinding booklet, 

e.g. presentation and 

circulation. 



membership. A draft Strategic Plan 2017-2020 has been 

prepared to guide the PBP’s future direction. 

 

Those who attended the William Street Festival 

commented on how successful it was, the tremendous 

turnout and the quality of the stalls and activities. 

  

7. City of Sydney 

 

 

 

The City of Sydney provided an update on Oxford Street 

matters. These related to: 

 public toilet (on the corner of William Street) – 

should be installed by the end of the year 

 traffic & transport study – RMS & TfNSW is now 

leading a ‘Movement and Place’ process for Oxford 

Street in conjunction with councils 

 Grants & sponsorship – night time diversification 

and live music and performance – matched grants of 

up to $30,000  

 Consultation discussion paper – an open and 

creative city: planning for cultural and night-time 

economy. Public exhibition period 25/10/2017 to 

13/12/2017 

http://www.sydneyyoursay.com.au/openandcreative  

 

There was discussion about the City’s representation on 

the Working Party. It acknowledged that staff regularly 

attend meetings but were not available on this occasion. 

The Working Party were of the view that input from City 

Councillors would be beneficial as has previously 

occurred. In February 2017 the City advised as follows 

regarding Councillor representation: 

 

We apologise for the delay in getting back to you on this, 

however the Lord Mayor’s Office has informed us that 

unfortunately, due to competing items in their calendar, 

the Lord Mayor and councillors will not be able to 

participate in the Oxford Street Working Party this year. 

 

City staff will continue to participate in the Working 

Party and will report back to the CEO, LM and 

councillors about the activities of the group. 

 

It was agreed that The Mayor write to the Lord Mayor 

asking if the City is now in a position to nominate 

Councillors for the Working Party. 

 

Noted. 

 

The Mayor ask the 

Lord Mayor if the 

City of Sydney is 

now in a position to 

nominate Councillors 

to be members of the 

Working Party. 

8. UNSW Art+Design There was no update from UNSW Art+Design. 

 

The involvement of students as part of the Seeing and 

Being Seen activities in Perry Lane was noted, see 5.1. 

 

Noted 

 

 

9. Head On Photo Festival 

 

 

Moshe provided a rundown on the Head On Photo 

Festival 2017 report focusing on activities in the 

Woollahra LGA and the benefits for Woollahra and 

Oxford Street. 

 

 Festival 2018 will have a similar structure to this years. 

The Portrait Prize will be held in the Paddington Town 

Hall. They are also looking at a Woollahra Council Photo 

Award and encouraging increased participation by 

schools and student enteries. 

 

We have received a request from Festival organisers for 

funding for the 2018 Festival of $50,000. A report on the 

request will be submitted to Council for consideration 

early in the new year. 

 

Noted. Moshe be 

thanked for his 

attendance and 

presentation. 

http://www.sydneyyoursay.com.au/openandcreative


There being no further business the meeting closed at approximately 7.30pm. 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting – TBC  

 

 

 

 

 


