
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Agenda: Community & Environment Committee 

 

Date: Monday 26 June 2017 
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Outline of Meeting Protocol & Procedure: 

 The Chairperson will call the Meeting to order and ask the Committee/Staff to present apologies 

or late correspondence. 

 The Chairperson will commence the Order of Business as shown in the Index to the Agenda. 

 At the beginning of each item the Chairperson will ask whether a member(s) of the public wish to 

address the Committee. 

 If person(s) wish to address the Committee, they are allowed four (4) minutes in which to do so.  

Please direct comments to the issues at hand. 

 If there are persons representing both sides of a matter (eg applicant/objector), the person(s) 

against the recommendation speak first. 

 At the conclusion of the allotted four (4) minutes, the speaker resumes his/her seat and takes no 

further part in the debate unless specifically called to do so by the Chairperson. 

 If there is more than one (1) person wishing to address the Committee from the same side of the 

debate, the Chairperson will request that where possible a spokesperson be nominated to represent 

the parties. 

 The Chairperson has the discretion whether to continue to accept speakers from the floor. 

 After considering any submissions the Committee will debate the matter (if necessary), and arrive 

at a recommendation (R items which proceed to Full Council) or a resolution (D items for which 

the Committee has delegated authority). 

 

Recommendation only to the Full Council: 

 Such matters as are specified in Section 377 of the Local Government Act and within the ambit of 

the Committee considerations. 

 Matters which involve broad strategic or policy initiatives within responsibilities of Committee. 

 Matters requiring the expenditure of moneys and in respect of which no Council vote has been 

made. 

 Matters delegated to the Council by the Roads and Maritime Services. 

 Matters not within the specified functions of the Committee, 

 Matters reserved by individual Councillors in accordance with any Council policy on "safeguards" 

and substantive changes. 

 Parks and Reserves Plans of Management (Strategies, Policies and Objectives). 

 Residential Parking Schemes - Provision and Policies. 

 

Delegated Authority: 

 Community Services and Programs. 

 Library Services 

 Health. 

 Licensing. 

 Liquor Licences. 

 Regulatory. 

 Fire Protection Orders. 

 Residential Parking Schemes (surveillance and administration). 

 Traffic Management (Woollahra Local Traffic Committee Recommendations). 

 Waste Minimisation. 

 To require such investigations, reports or actions as considered necessary in respect of matters 

contained within the Business Agendas (and as may be limited by specific Council resolution). 

 Confirmation of the Minutes of its Meetings. 

 Any other matter falling within the responsibility of the Community & Environment Committee 

and not restricted by the Local Government Act or required to be a Recommendation to Full 

Council as listed above. 

 Statutory reviews of Council's Delivery Program and Operational Plan. 

 

Committee Membership:  6 Councillors 

 

Quorum:     The quorum for a Committee meeting is 4 Councillors. 
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Woollahra Municipal Council 

 

Notice of Meeting 
 

 

 

21 June 2017 

 

 

To:    Her Worship the Mayor, Councillor Toni Zeltzer ex-officio 

Councillors  Anthony Marano  (Chair) 

Peter Cavanagh 

Greg Levenston  

Andrew Petrie 

Deborah Thomas 

Susan Wynne  (Deputy Chair) 

 

 

 

Dear Councillors 

 

 

 

Community & Environment Committee – 26 June 2017 
 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, I request your attendance at 

Council’s Community & Environment Committee meeting to be held in the Council Chambers, 

536 New South Head Road, Double Bay, on Monday 26 June 2017 at 6.30pm. 
 

 

 

 

 

Gary James 

General Manager 
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Meeting Agenda 
 

 

Item Subject Page 

1. Leave of Absence and Apologies 

2. Late Correspondence 

3. Declarations of Interest 

Items to be Decided by this Committee using its Delegated Authority 

D1 Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 13 June 2017 - 17/113550 ................... 7 

 

D2 Cooper Park Community Garden - 17/69008 .............................................................. 9   

Items to be Submitted to the Council for Decision with Recommendations from this 

Committee 

R1 Community, Cultural & Environmental Grants 2017/18 - 17/110661 ...................... 13   
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Item No: D1  Delegated to Committee  

Subject: 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 

JUNE 2017 

Author: Sue O'Connor, Secretarial Support - Governance  

File No: 17/113550 

Reason for Report: The Minutes of the Community & Environment Committee of 13 June 

2017 were previously circulated.  In accordance with the guidelines for 

Committees’ operations it is now necessary that those Minutes be 

formally taken as read and confirmed. 

 
 

Recommendation: 
 

That the Minutes of the Community & Environment Committee Meeting of 13 June 2017 be taken 

as read and confirmed. 
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Item No: D2  Delegated to Committee  

Subject: COOPER PARK COMMUNITY GARDEN 

Author: Flavia Evans, Environmental Education Officer  

Approvers: Paul Fraser, Manager - Open Space & Trees 

Tom O'Hanlon, Director - Technical Services  

File No: 17/69008 

Reason for Report: Council to establish a community garden at the site adjacent to the bush 

regeneration area at North Cooper Park under an agreement with Cooper 

Park Community Garden Incorporated. 

 
 

Recommendation: 

 

A. That Council engages a contractor to clear existing weeds at the site adjacent to the bush 

regeneration area at North Cooper Park and provides a safe site for the installation of raised 

garden beds by the Cooper Park Community Garden Group 

 

B. That Council staff develop a User Agreement with Cooper Park Community Garden 

Incorporated for the use of the Cooper Park Community Garden for twelve months with an 

option for a 3-year agreement after this period. 

 
 

1. Background: 

 

At Council’s meeting of 10 August 2015 there was an Adopted Notice of Motion: 

 

1. Note the high degree of local residents’ support of National Tree Day efforts towards 

regenerating bushland and increasing community participation in the care of Cooper Park 

North. 

 

2. Request staff to prepare a feasibility report on the installation of raised planter beds for a small 

informal community garden adjacent to the bush regeneration site at Cooper Park North, 

detailing community support and associated costs.   

 

In response to this, technical officers carried out a site inspection of the aforementioned location 

and recommended that the area is operated as a formal community garden space with the 

management of a committed group of local residents. The recommendation aligns with Woollahra 

Council’s Community Gardens Policy 2011.  

 

Technical officers also noted that the community garden would have minimal impact on the park 

and open space activities, if established in the unused area of the park covered in existing weeds. 

The proposed location also met with a number of criteria for locating community gardens including 

close proximity to medium/high density living, sufficient sun exposure and vehicle access.     

 

The following step was to gauge the level of support for a community garden at the proposed 

location. Community consultation was carried out by means of a mail-out survey to approximately 

400 local households in October 2015. The majority of respondents supported the initiative. It is 

noted that a number of supporters also wished to actively participate in the community garden. 
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Council commissioned a preliminary site investigation including sub-surface soil testing to assess 

the suitability of the proposed site to grow food crops. The report which was released in April 2016 

concluded that the site represents low risk to human health, and is suitable for the proposed use as a 

community garden with raised planter boxes/beds using clean imported fill material as a growing 

medium.  

 

The survey respondents were contacted during May 2016 with 17 people demonstrating continued 

support for the garden. Council organised a bus tour to Rose Bay and Paddington Community 

Gardens on 3 September 2016. Following the event, five residents initiated the process to 

incorporate a community organisation and drive the establishment of the community garden at 

Cooper Park. 

 

Council has since assisted the group with setting up their Association as well as providing advice on 

funding opportunities to establish the community garden. The assistance also included the concept 

design of the garden in consultation with the community garden group. A copy of the concept 

garden layout plan is attached . (Annexure 1). 

 

On Sunday 7 May 2017 Council held an information day to introduce the proposed garden layout 

plan to the local residents and Cooper Park users. The event was promoted through a letter box drop 

and park signage. Approximately 30 people attended the information session with a number of them 

demonstrating interest in joining the community garden.  

 

2. Proposal: 

 

In line with Council’s Community Gardens Policy 2011, the Cooper Park Community Garden 

Incorporated (CPCGI) became an Incorporated Association with the NSW Office of Fair Trading 

on 23 March 2017. The executive members regularly obtain advice from Rose Bay Community 

Garden about the process to establish a community garden.  

 

The community garden group is also working on a partnership with Miroma, who is the current 

tenant of the Cooper Park Community Hall. Miroma has demonstrated strong support for the garden 

and offered to help maintain the garden in exchange for a garden bed that may be used by their 

clients during the week.  

 

The construction budget for the garden has been included in the Open Space draft capital works 

program 2016/17. Construction works will include weed removal, supply and installation of fence 

and water services to the garden site.  

 

In accordance with Council’s Community Gardens Policy, a User Agreement must be signed 

between Woollahra Council and the organisation for the purpose of developing and maintaining a 

community garden. The licence agreement will also contain conditions for the use of the site. 

 

As this is the initial set up of a new garden, the license will be granted for 12 months with an option 

for a 3 year agreement after this period. The User Agreement with the group can be revoked or not 

renewed if: 

 

-  the group disbands or ceases to function due to internal conflict. 

-  the garden is not maintained or becomes unsafe for public access, 

-  appropriate insurance cover is not maintained. 
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The group will be required to report annually to Council on the function of the garden and how they 

are meeting Council objectives. 

 

Council retains the capacity to use the garden as a demonstration site for community education 

activities such as tours and workshops. Council staff will work with the garden group to ensure that 

organised activities do not conflict inappropriately with other garden uses, such as regular working 

bees. 

 

Information regarding community gardens will be advertised through Council’s website and 

publications. It will also be advertised to the community at Council’s community centres and during 

Council promotions and events. 

 

The not-for-profit organisation agrees to develop, manage and operate the community garden 

according to a user agreement with their members, which specifies the terms of use, management 

responsibilities, user fees and access procedures.  

 

3. Conclusion: 

 

In keeping with our Community Gardens Policy and successful community gardens in Paddington 

and Rose Bay, Council staff should develop a User Agreement with Cooper Park Community 

Garden Incorporated for the use of the Cooper Park Community Garden at the site adjacent to the 

bush regeneration area at North Cooper Park for 12 months, with an option for a 3 year agreement 

after this period.  

 
 

Annexures 

 

1. Proposed garden layout showing garden location ⇩    
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Item No: R1  Recommendation to Council  

Subject: 
COMMUNITY, CULTURAL & ENVIRONMENTAL GRANTS 

2017/18 

Authors: Romi Scodellaro, Community Development Officer 

Flavia Evans, Environmental Education Officer  

Approvers: Kylie Walshe, Director - Community Services 

Tom O'Hanlon, Director - Technical Services  

File No: 17/110661 

Reason for Report: To give consideration to applications for Section 356 Community and 

Cultural Grants and Community Environmental Grants from local 

community groups, services and schools. 

 
 

Recommendation: 

 

A. That Council approve the selection panel’s recommendations for the successful 2017/18 

Community and Cultural Large Grants and the first round of the Small Grants. 

 

B. That Council approve the selection panel’s recommendations for successful 2017/18 

Community Environmental Grants. 

 
 

 

1. Background: 

 

This report covers the long standing practice of providing community, cultural and environmental 

grants to support organisations that provide services and activities to the Woollahra community. 

 

At its meeting on 27 June 2016, Council resolved: 

 That Council investigate a stream of place-making grants for worthwhile projects that fall 

outside the Community and Cultural Grants eligibility criteria. 

 That staff report back on a review of the eligibility criteria for awarding Community and 

Cultural grants on merit with a view to broadening the categories, scope and funds available 

for Community and Cultural Grants. 

 That a review of the funding allocation be undertaken in order to determine if the funding 

should be increased from $75,000 to $100,000 in the 2016/2017 financial year and that the 

funding be reviewed annually. 

 

The above was undertaken and a report submitted to Council on 1 May 2017. At its meeting, 

Council resolved  

 That Council approve the revised Community and Cultural Grants Program Policy and 

Guidelines and the Community Environmental Grant Guidelines. 

 That Council approve the draft Placemaking Grants Program Policy and Guidelines. 

 

In addition to some changes to the policy and guidelines, the main changes to the Community & 

Cultural Grants were: an increase in budget from $75,000 to $100,000; an increase in maximum 

funding for small grants from $1,000 to $2,000; and an increase in maximum funding for large 

grants from $5,000 to $7,500. 

 

The main change to the Environmental Grants program was an increase in maximum funding for 

grants from $1,000 to $2,000. 
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Recommendations for Placemaking Grants will be submitted to the Community & Environment 

Committee by Peter Kauter, Manager - Placemaking, Development Control. 

 

COMMUNITY AND CULTURAL GRANTS PROGRAM 
 

The overarching aim of Community and Cultural Grants is to provide funding to “…non-profit 

community based organisations, groups or individuals who provide an activity or program which is 

of benefit to the residents of the Woollahra Municipality - or to particular target groups within 

Woollahra - and which strengthen community networks and self-supporting community 

relationships.” The provision of these grants is in accordance with the Community Services Policy, 

the Community & Cultural Grants Policy, and the Delivery Program and Operational Plan (DPOP) 

2013-2017 which incorporates the strategies in the Woollahra Social and Cultural Plan 2013-2023.  

 

Council offers two grants rounds every year. The first is for both small and large grants, which are 

grants of up to $2,000 and $7,500 respectively since the changes approved by Council on 1 May 

2017. This is considered by Council in June or July. The second round may be for small grants only 

or both small and large grants, depending on remaining funding available. This is considered by 

Council in December.  

 

Process: 

 

This round of Community and Cultural Grants was advertised from 2 May through 7 June.  

Applicants were invited to get in touch with Council staff for feedback about the grants process or 

project ideas.   

 

A total of 26 large and 6 small applications, requesting a total of $165,310, were received. 

 

Application descriptions, comments, and staff recommendations are provided in Annexure 1. Each 

application has been assessed in reference to the objectives and selection criteria adopted by 

Council. The assessment panel consisted of Sharon Campisi, Manager Community Development, 

Jacky Hony, Team Leader Community Development, Jo Jansyn, Cultural Development Coordinator 

and Romi Scodellaro, Community Development Officer, as well as a representative from both 

Randwick and Waverley Councils.  The involvement of officers from the other Councils assisted 

the assessment panel to understand whether the organisations also request/receive funding from 

these Councils. 

  

Each grant was assessed in accordance with the strategies in the Woollahra Social & Cultural Plan 

2013 - 2023. Priority strategies for the Community and Cultural Grants Program are identified as 

but not limited to: 

 

1. Further foster and build community partnerships and networks 

2. Increase engagement in community activities 

3. Improve access to information 

4. Encourage respect and support for social and cultural diversity 

5. Support opportunities to participate in active and healthy lifestyles 

6. Increase opportunities for young people 

7. Support the celebration of local people, places and cultural heritage 

8. Support and promote arts, artists and cultural development within the local community 
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Each grant was also assessed according to how well it met the selection criteria below: 

 

 Provides opportunity for community participation, engagement or skills development 

 Forms partnerships with other local organisations or groups and / or complements existing 

services and activities in the local area 

 Ability to effectively manage and deliver community or cultural services / activities 

 Capacity to become independent of on-going financial assistance from Council 

 How the project will be evaluated 

 Budget development 

 

The applications recommended for funding are projects that provide substantial benefit to priority 

groups in Woollahra. The $88,344 has been allocated in the following proportions to organisations 

providing services or activities to the target groups of: 

 

 Young people ($23,160) 

 Older people ($7,500) 

 People with disability / mental health ($16,976) 

 Women and children / families ($3,550) 

 Cultural heritage ($7,500) 

 Community engagement events ($5,000) 

 Cultural activities ($24,658) 

 

As in past years, a significant proportion of the allocated budget is recommended to fund programs 

and organisations that have been supported financially for some years by Council. This includes 

WAYS Youth & Family, Beaches Outreach Project (BOP) and Inala (Miroma). Whilst not meeting 

the criteria of ‘capacity to become independent of on-going financial assistance from Council’, 

these groups provide a unique service or activity that directly benefits the Woollahra community. 

Council staff will consider different options for how to deal with these recurring applicants for the 

2018/19 grants rounds.  

 

The budget also provides Council with the ability to fund new projects for the Woollahra 

community, such as suicide support groups, recreational activities for seniors, and a program for 

women experiencing fertility issues. 

 

While a significant number of the applications have been recommended for support, there are 13 

applications that have not been recommended for funding. Comments for these are listed in 

Annexure 1.  

 

Proposal: 

 

It is recommended that the applications for Community and Cultural Grants listed below are 

adopted. The provision of $88,344 to these 17 community and cultural organisations and 14 schools 

leverages $518,767 of activity in Woollahra. 
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Large Community and Cultural Grants 

Organisation 
Amount 

Recommended 

Community Grants 

4 Churches & Rose Bay Good Neighbour Group (St Michael's) $             5,000 

Beaches Outreach Project $             7,500 

Eastern Sydney Suicide Prevention Network $             4,825 

Inala $             7,401 

NSW Friendship Circle $             3,500 

REELise Inc $             7,500 

Sailability Rushcutters Bay $             3,000 

Sir Roden & Lady Cutler Foundation Inc. $             7,500 

St Francis Social Services $             2,960 

The Paddington Society $             7,500 

WAYS Youth & Family $             4,500 

Total $           61,186 

Cultural Grants 

Australian Art Events Foundation $             5,500 

Critical Path $             6,988 

Marnie Ross $             2,670 

Woollahra Philharmonic Orchestra $             7,500 

Total  $           22,658  

Large Grant Total $           83,844  

 

Small Community Grants 

Organisation 
Amount 

Recommended 

Community Grants 

Jewish Family Centre $             1,800 

Woollahra Primary Schools $                700 

Total $             2,500 

 

Cultural Grants 

Waverley Woollahra Art School $              2000 

Total $              2000 

Small Grant Total $             4,500 

Grand Total $       88,344 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL GRANTS PROGRAM 

 

The Community Environmental Grants Program supports local projects that help to protect and 

enhance Woollahra’s environment. The program commenced in 2006 as part of the Environmental 

Works Program (EWP) funding approximately ten successful environmental projects every year. 

The current budget allocation for the Environmental Grants Program is $10,000. In order to 

encourage a greater range and quality of applications, the application ceiling was raised from $1000 

to $2000 per application in this financial year.  
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Process: 

 

The program was promoted to all local primary schools, high schools and early learning centres, as 

well as relevant community groups from March 2017 until 07 June 2017 (when entries closed). 

Thirteen applications were submitted to Council. The submissions from one primary school, five 

early learning centres and five community groups had the total value of $19,765.75. Funding has 

been allocated under the 17/18 Environmental Works Project (EWP). 

 

A summary of all applications together with recommendations by the selection panel is provided in 

Annexure 2. Each application has been assessed with reference to the objectives and selection 

criteria of the Woollahra Community Environmental Grants Program 2017/18 adopted by Council. 

Eleven applications were recommended for full or partial funding by the selection panel and two 

applications were unsuccessful at this funding round. The successful projects either have direct 

environmental benefits in the local area; or help empower communities to undertake activities that 

benefit the environment by providing the necessary knowledge and skills in a particular field.  

 

Each project was assessed based on its merit and need, while taking into consideration the 

innovative thinking underpinning each application. In keeping with the intention of the Grants to be 

used as ‘seed funding’ to allow ideas for new projects to be put into action, priority was given to 

new initiatives over existing projects that had previously received Council funding. 

 

The assessment panel consisted of Chris Munro, Team Leader, Environment and Sustainability, 

Will Wrathall, Community Development Officer and Flavia Evans, Environmental Education 

Officer. 

 

Proposal: 

 

It is recommended the adoption of the eleven Community Environmental Grants (2017/18) below: 

 

Organisation name Project Amount 

recommended 

Rose Bay Community Garden Which Came First $1000 

Rose Bay Community Garden The Great Gabion Wall $1400 

St Stephen's Children's Centre Upgrade our chicken coop $595 

Angels of the Bay Preschool Centre Waste Reduction and Recycling 

Education Program 

$750 

Kincoppal Rose Bay School - 

Joigny Centre 

Joigny Vegetable Garden $1200 

Kambala - Hampshire House Vertical Garden $571 

Responsible Runners Rose Bay Volunteer beach clean-up - Rose Bay $1000 

Cooper Park Community Garden The Garden Shed $2000 

Laneway Community Space Laneway beautification project $1000 

Ballykin Early Learning Centre Ballykin Community Edible Garden Extension $1000 

Vaucluse Public School School motto sustainable signage $1000 

Total    $11,516 
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Each of the projects listed above meet the criteria listed in the Grant Guidelines provided in 

Annexure 3. 

 

Identification of Income & Expenditure: 

 

The total 2017/18 allocation available for the Community and Cultural Grants program is $100,000. 

Seventeen projects and 14 schools are recommended for funding totalling $88,344. The remaining 

funds are dedicated to the next Community and Cultural Grants round in October. 

 

The total 2017/18 allocation available for the Community Environmental Grants program is 

$10,000. The eleven projects recommended for funding will account for $11,516 which will be 

funded with the grants budget and the Environmental Education budget. Rather than reject any of 

these worthy projects due to the funding shortfall, it recommended that funding of $1,516 be drawn 

from the Community Environmental Grants program for 2017/18. Available funding for the 

2017/18 program will therefore be $8484. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Through the provision of the Community and Cultural Grants, Council is playing a pivotal role in 

the development of the Woollahra community whilst clearly demonstrating Council’s commitment 

to community and cultural services. The increase in budget and maximum grant size has allowed 

Council to provide greater support to a greater range of local organisations.  

 

The provision of the Community Environmental Grants enables Council to make a valuable 

contribution to the protection and enhancement of Woollahra’s environment. It is evident from the 

amount of funding requested, and the quality of applications received this year, that the 

environmental grants program could potentially fund $15,000 of worthy projects each year.  

 

The Environmental Grants program demonstrates Council’s commitment to the environment and 

strong encouragement to community organisations and schools to play an active role in 

environmental activities.  

 

Strong support for the grants program continues to be demonstrated by the local community and the 

demand is evident by the number of applications received. 

 
 

Annexures 

 

1. Annexure 1 - Community & Cultural Grants - Summary, Recommendation & 

Comments ⇩   

2. Annexure 2 - Community Environmental Grants ⇩   

3. Annexure 3 - Community Environmental Grant Guidelines ⇩    
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Woollahra Council Community 

Environmental Grants 2017/18 

GRANT GUIDELINES 

1. Background 

Since 2006, Woollahra Council has offered Community Environmental Grants to support local 

environmental improvement projects. 

 

All local schools (including early learning centres, primary and high schools) and community 

groups are encouraged to apply. The theme for the grants program is ‘Woollahra: Our 

environment, our responsibility’. This theme highlights the need for everyone to work 

together to help protect our environment.  

2. Available Funding 

A total of $10,000 is available for the 2017/18 round of Community Environmental Grants. 

Eligible community groups and schools (as defined in section 10) can apply for grants of up 

to $2000. 

 

Schools, early child care centres and community groups may submit more than one 

application if they have a number of eligible projects. However, preference may be given to 

applicants that have not already been allocated a grant within the current funding round. 

Funding for the Community Environmental Grants is being provided by Council’s 

Environmental and Infrastructure Levy. 

3. Objectives 

The objectives of the Community Environmental Grants program are: 

1. To encourage schools and community groups to identify and implement projects that 

protect and/or enhance the environment; 

2. To develop skills and knowledge in participants that equip them to play an active and 

ongoing role in protecting the environment; 

3. To develop in participants an understanding that the protection and management of the 

environment is everyone’s responsibility. 

4. Application Process 

Applicants must complete and submit the correct application form when applying for a 

Community Environmental Grant. There is a separate application form for schools (including 

early learning centres) and community groups. 
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If you are not in a position to provide all of the requested information on the form, you may 

write “not available” in the appropriate section. However, please be aware that Council 

requires basic information about community groups (such as their structure, aims and funding 

sources) to assess their suitability for a grant. 

 

Community Environmental Grants are only available to fund ‘on the ground’ projects, with 

real outcomes that protect or improve the environment in some way. Grants are not available 

to cover R&D (research and development), strategic plans, wages, insurance or other ‘on-

costs’.  

 

There are many types of projects that may be suitable. Some examples of projects that may 

be considered for Community Environmental Grants include: 

 Native gardens 

 Organic vegetable gardens 

 Bush regeneration 

 Chicken coops 

 Bush tucker gardens 

 Australian native bee hives 

 Energy saving initiatives 

 Water saving initiatives 

 Waste minimisation/recycling 

 Community cleanups 

5. Selection Criteria 

The following criteria will be applied in awarding Community Environmental Grants: 

1. Benefits will accrue to the environment; 

2. Skills, knowledge or attitudes will be developed that may encourage further action 

aimed at protecting and enhancing the environment; 

3. The project has the capacity to be implemented by, or used as a model or case study 

for, other groups/schools. 

 

Consideration will also be given to the following: 

 The ability of the group to undertake the project successfully e.g. has thought been 

given to the ongoing maintenance of the project? Is the project within the skill level of 

the group?  

 The performance of the group in relation to previous Council grants; 

 Whether the project may be the responsibility of another funding body. 

6. Eligibility 

Organisations/groups not eligible for funding include: 

 Profit making groups and organisations; 

 Government departments or agencies (except schools as defined in section 10); 

 Groups or organisations that have not fulfilled previous Woollahra Municipal Council 

grant conditions, specifications or reporting procedures; 

 Political parties; 



Woollahra Municipal Council 

Community & Environment Committee Agenda 26 June 2017 

 

Annexure 3 Annexure 3 - Community Environmental Grant Guidelines Page 31 
 

 

 Organisations with substantial funds other than for asset replacement and staff 

entitlements. 

 
Grants are not available for: 

 Projects that are already completed; 

 Payment of public liability insurance; 

 Contributions to individuals or staff wages. 

7. Incorporation 

All community groups or organisations applying for a Community Environmental Grant should 

be an Incorporated Association. If your organisation is not incorporated, contact Woollahra 

Council on 9391 7095 to discuss your eligibility. 

8. Australian Business Number (ABN) 

All grant recipients need to have an ABN. If your organisation does not have an ABN, it is 

easy to apply for one by logging on to www.abr.gov.au.  

 

If you believe that your organisation does not require an ABN, you must fill out the Australian 

Taxation Office (ATO) form provided (‘Statement by a supplier’) to indicate your reason for 

not providing an ABN. 

 

Note: If your organisation does not provide Council with an ABN, and is not exempt from 

providing one, we are required to withhold 48.5% of the allocated grant funding and remit 

this amount to the ATO. 

9. Assessment Process 

The allocation of grants will be based on merit, need and benefit to the environment and local 

community. Preference may be given to those groups/schools that have not previously 

received an environmental grant from Woollahra Municipal Council. 

 

Grant applications will be examined by a selection committee comprised of relevant staff, 

who will assess the applications in relation to the objectives, selection criteria and guidelines 

of the grants program as outlined above. A report with recommendations for the allocation of 

grant funding will then be submitted for consideration and approval by Council. 

 

Once grant recipients have been selected and approved by Council (June 2016), a letter will 

be sent to the nominated contact person informing them of the outcome of their application.  

 

An afternoon tea ceremony will be held in later in the year to congratulate successful grant 

recipients. 

 

Each group or school applying for a grant must provide the contact details of a nominated 

person, with whom Council staff can speak to clarify the application or seek additional 

information during the assessment process. 

  

http://www.abr.gov.au/
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10. Guidelines 

 

1. Schools and early learning centres applying for a grant must be located within the 

boundaries of the Woollahra Local Government Area; 

2. In the context of this grants program, the term “school” refers to any educational 

facility catering to children from early childhood through to high school (public or 

independent); 

3. Parent and Citizen (P&C) Committees, Management Committees, Out-Of-School Hours 

(OOSH) and Out-Of-School Care (OOSC) organisations should use a Schools application 

form when applying for a grant to support activities carried out at, by, or for, a school; 

4. Community groups applying for grants do not need to be based in Woollahra; however, 

the project they are proposing must be based in, and provide benefit to, the Woollahra 

Local Government Area; 

5. Community groups should provide evidence that the group/organisation is community 

based and not conducted for private gain and that funding will not be put towards any 

profit making, unlawful or unconscionable purpose. 

6. Community groups applying for a grant should be an Incorporated Association. If you 

are unsure of your organisations status, or are unincorporated, contact Council on 9391 

7095 to discuss your eligibility. 

7. The grants provided by Council are to be expended on projects outlined in the 

application and should not lead to organisations/groups becoming dependent on Council 

for future allocation of funds; 

8. Applications should address the objectives of the grant program and explain how 

effective use will be made of resources. 

 

11. Responsibilities of Grant Recipients 

 

Successful grant recipients are required to: 

 Commit to fully expending their grant within the financial year the grant was awarded 

(1 July 2017 to 30 June 2018); 

 Provide evidence of expenditure of funds including copies of all receipts; 

 Provide an evaluation of the project by 1 June 2018, outlining what has been achieved 

(a report template will be provided by Council in February 2018); 

 Return any unspent funds exceeding $100 to Council by 30 June 2018; 

 Appropriately acknowledge Council support in all promotional material and information 

that relates to the grant-funded project; 

 Adhere to the principles of access and equity at all times. 

 

12. Application Closing Date 

 

The closing date for Community Environmental Grant applications is Monday 22 May 2017. 

Applications may be submitted by email, post or in person. 

 

13. More Information 

For further information please contact: 

 Environmental Education Officer 

Woollahra Municipal Council 

P: 9391 7095 

E: sustainability@woollahra.nsw.gov.au 
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Political Donations – matters to be considered by Councillors at Meetings 

 
 

 

 

  

Action 
Declare a significant non-pecuniary conflict of 

interest, absent yourself from the meeting and take 
no further part in the debate or vote on the matter 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.16(b)) 

Action 

Consider appropriate action required. 
This could include limiting involvement by: 

1. participating in discussion but not in decision making (vote), 
2. participating in decision making (vote) but not in the discussion 

3. not participating in the discussion or decision making (vote) 

4. removing the source of the conflict 

Do you believe the political 
contribution creates a significant 
non-pecuniary conflict of interest 

for you? 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.23) 

Action 
Declare a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest, 
absent yourself from the meeting 

and take no further part in the 
debate or vote on the matter  

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.16(b)) 

Staff to record decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division of votes for the 
determinative resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes. 

Matter before Committee or  

Council Meeting 

Did the applicant, owner (if not 
the applicant) or someone close 

to the applicant make a 
donation in excess of $1,000 
that directly benefited your 

election campaign?  

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.21) 

Is the matter before the meeting 
a Planning Matter? 

Action 

Participate in debate and vote on the matter 

Did the applicant or someone 
close to the applicant make a 
donation less than $1,000 that 
directly benefited your election 

campaign? 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.2) 

Staff to record decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division of votes for the 
determinative resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes. 

No 

No No 

No 

Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
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