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T. S. Eliot 

A brief biography 
 

Thomas Stearns Eliot was born in 1888 in 
St.Louis Missouri. Educated at Harvard, he 
settled in England where he was a school 
headmaster and bank clerk. He received a 
job as a literary editor of Faber and Faber. 
He founded the literary journal Criterion 
and was editor between 1922 and 1939 
during its 17 years of existence.  
 
In 1917 he published his first book of 
poems: “Prufrock and other observations.” 
He applied some of the techniques of the 
metaphysical poets such as John Donne in 
his poetry. Eliot has been classed as “…one 
of the most daring innovators of twentieth-
century poetry”. He particularly influenced 
modern poetic diction.  
 
Some of his better known poems include 
“The love song of J.Alfred Prufrock”, 
“Portrait of a lady” and “Rhapsody on a 
windy night”. Eliot also wrote a number of 
plays, which were published in one volume 
in 1962. T.S.Eliot died in 1965. 
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