
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agenda: Community & Environment Committee 
 
Date: Monday 17 November 2008  
 
Time: 6.00pm 



 

 

Outline of Meeting Protocol & Procedure: 
 
• The Chairperson will call the Meeting to order and ask the Committee/Staff to present 

apologies or late correspondence. 
• The Chairperson will commence the Order of Business as shown in the Index to the Agenda. 
• At the beginning of each item the Chairperson will ask whether a member(s) of the public 

wish to address the Committee. 
• If person(s) wish to address the Committee, they are allowed four (4) minutes in which to do 

so.  Please direct comments to the issues at hand. 
• If there are persons representing both sides of a matter (eg applicant/objector), the person(s) 

against the recommendation speak first. 
• At the conclusion of the allotted four (4) minutes, the speaker resumes his/her seat and takes 

no further part in the debate unless specifically called to do so by the Chairperson. 
• If there is more than one (1) person wishing to address the Committee from the same side of 

the debate, the Chairperson will request that where possible a spokesperson be nominated to 
represent the parties. 

• The Chairperson has the discretion whether to continue to accept speakers from the floor. 
• After considering any submissions the Committee will debate the matter (if necessary), and 

arrive at a recommendation (R items which proceed to Full Council) or a resolution (D items 
for which the Committee has delegated authority). 

 
Delegated Authority (“D” Items): 
 
• Community Services and Programmes. 
• Health. 
• Liquor Licences.  
• Fire Protection Orders.  

• Library Services 
• Licensing. 
• Regulatory. 
• Waste Minimisation

• Residential Parking Schemes (surveillance and administration). 
• Traffic Management (Traffic Committee Recommendations). 
• Waverley/Woollahra Process Plant. 
• To require such investigations, reports or actions as considered necessary in respect of matters 

contained within the Business Agendas (and as may be limited by specific Council resolution). 
• Confirmation of the Minutes of its Meeting. 
• Any other matter falling within the responsibility of the Community and Environment 

Committee and not restricted by the Local Government Act or required to be a 
Recommendation to Full Council as listed below. 

 
Recommendation only to the Full Council (“R” Items): 
 
• Such matters as are specified in Section 377 of the Local Government Act and within the ambit 

of the Committee considerations. 
• Matters which involve broad strategic or policy initiatives within responsibilities of the 

Committee. 
• Matters requiring the expenditure of moneys and in respect of which no Council vote has been 

made. 
• Matters delegated to the Council by the Traffic Authority of NSW. 
• Matters not within the specified functions of the Committee, or which are not the subject of a 

Business Agenda (current or past). 
• Matters reserved by individual Councillors, in accordance with any Council policy on 

"safeguards". 
• Parks and Reserve Plans of Management (Strategies, Policies and Objectives) 
• Residential Parking Schemes - Provision and Policies 
 
Committee Membership:   7 Councillors 
Quorum:      The quorum for a Committee meeting is 4 Councillors. 



 

 

WOOLLAHRA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL 
 

Notice of Meeting 
 
13 November 2008  
 
 
 
To:    His Worship The Mayor, Councillor Andrew Petrie ex-offico  

Councillors  Peter Cavanagh  (Chair) 
Anthony Boskovitz 
Susan Jarnason 
Greg Medcraft 
Ian Plater 
Isabelle Shapiro 
Susan Wynne  (Deputy) 

 
 
 
Dear Councillors 
 
 

Community & Environment Committee Meeting – 17 November 2008  
 
 
In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, I request your 
attendance at a Meeting of the Council’s Community and Environment Committee to 
be held in the Council Chambers, 536 New South Head Road, Double Bay, on Monday 
17 November 2008 at 6.00pm. 
 
 
 
 
Gary James 
General Manager 



 

 

 
Additional Information Relating to Committee Matters 

 
 
 
Site Inspection 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Other Matters 
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Meeting Agenda 
  
Item 

 
Subject 

 
Pages

  1 
2 
3 

Leave of Absence and Apologies  
Late Correspondence 
Declarations of Interest 
 

 

Items to be Decided by this Committee using its Delegated Authority 
 
D1 Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 3 November 2008  1 

D2 Woollahra Traffic Committee Minutes 4 November 2008 – 595.G 
2008 

2 

D3 Woollahra Traffic Committee Extraordinary Meeting Minutes – 7 
November 2008 – 595.G 2008 

9 

D4 Roads Act Application – 643 New South Head Road, Rose Bay – 
D138/07/21 

11 

D5 Encouraging Small Native Birds Back to Woollahra – 900.G 15 

D6 Library Quarterly Report 1 July 2008 to 30 September 2008 – 48.G / 
48.G (Strategic) 

27 

Items to be Submitted to the Council for Decision 
with Recommendations from this Committee - Nil 
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Item No: D1 Delegated to Committee 
Subject: Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 3 November 2008  

Author: Les Windle, Manager - Governance 
File No: See Council Minutes 
Reason for Report: The Minutes of the Meeting of Monday 3 November 2008  were 

previously circulated.  In accordance with the guidelines for Committees’ 
operations it is now necessary that those Minutes be formally taken as read 
and confirmed. 

 
Recommendation: 
 
That the Minutes of the Community and Environment Committee Meeting of 3 November 2008  be 
taken as read and confirmed. 
 
 
 
 
 
Les Windle 
Manager - Governance
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Item No: D2 Delegated to Committee  

Subject: Woollahra Traffic Committee Minutes 4 November 2008 

Author: Warwick Hatton, Director – Technical Services 
File No: 595.G 2008 
Reason for Report: For the Committee to consider the recommendations of the Woollahra  

Local Traffic Committee. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
THAT the Recommendations Y1-Y5 contained in the minutes of the Woollahra Traffic Committee, 
and as signed by the members of the Committee, held on Tuesday 4 November 2008 be adopted.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Warwick Hatton 
Director – Technical Services 
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Woollahra Local Traffic Committee 
Minutes 

 
The meeting of the Woollahra Local Traffic Committee was held in the Council Committee Room, 
Double Bay, on Tuesday 4 November 2008 at 10.00am.  
 
1. Attendances 
Committee Members: 
 
Present: Mr Warwick Hatton (Chairman) (Woollahra Municipal Council) 
 Snr Const Janna Brisby  (Rose Bay Police - Traffic) 
 Ms Robyn Attuell  (Clover Moore MP Representative) 
    
Staff: Mr Frank Rotta  (Woollahra Municipal Council) 
 Mr Daniel Pearse  (Woollahra Municipal Council) 
 Ms Armodee Reece  (Woollahra Municipal Council) 
  
Apologies: Mr Navin Prasad  (Roads and Traffic Authority) 
 Mr John Giblin  (Peter Debnam MP Representative) 
   
Observer: Mr E Graham  (State Transit Authority) 
 Ms S Fuchs  (Resident – Item Y1-2) 
 Mr G Judge  (Resident – Item Y1-2) 
 Ms M Ibrahim  (Darling Point Society – Item Y2) 
 Mr J McDonagh  (Harbourview Resident Group) 
  
   
 
2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of Meeting No.9/08 held in Council Chambers, Double Bay, on Tuesday 7 October 
2008 were confirmed by Snr Const J Brisby. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Matters Arising from Minutes of Previous Meetings 
 
Nil 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Local Traffic Committee recommendations not adopted or amended by Woollahra 

Council Community & Environment Committee 
 
Nil 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Extraordinary Meetings 
 
Nil 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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6. Late Correspondence 
 
Nil 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. Traffic Matters on Local Roads – Recommendation to C&E for Consideration 
 
Item No: Y1 Traffic Matters on Local Roads – Recommendation to C&E for 

Consideration 

SUBJECT: Parking Restrictions Changes 

Author: Frank Rotta – Traffic Engineer 
File No: (Refer to Table 1) 
Reason for Report: Various parking restriction changes throughout the Woollahra Council 

area. 
 
Item Y1-1: Kambala Road, Bellevue Hill – Provision of Parking restrictions 
 
Committee Vote: Unanimous Support 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the matter be deferred to the December Local Traffic Committee Meeting to consider 

alternative treatments. 
 
 
Item Y1-2: Northland Road, Bellevue Hill – Traffic Devices for road safety 
 
Committee Vote: Unanimous Support 
 
NOTE: Ms Fuchs and Mr Judge addressed the Committee in relation to this item 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That this matter be deferred for further discussion with the affected residents before being 

reported back to the December Local Traffic Committee. 
 
 
Item Y1-3: Marathon Mews, Double Bay – Request for No Stopping restrictions 
 
Committee Vote: Unanimous Support 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That “No Stopping” restrictions be installed on the northern side of Marathon Mews, Double 

Bay from the western kerb line in Ocean Avenue, in a westerly direction for a distance of 10 
metres. 
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Item Y1-4: Heeley Street, Paddington – Alteration of Traffic restrictions 
 
Committee Vote: Unanimous Support 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That 15 metres of  “15 min Parking, 7.30am-10.30am, 3.00pm-6.00pm, Mon-Fri, 2P 

Residents Permit Parking, 10.30am-3.00pm, 6.00pm-11.00pm, Mon-Fri, 8.00am-11.00pm, 
Sat & Sun, Pgtn 2”, be installed on the western side of Heeley Street, just north of the 
statutory No Stopping zone just north of Olive Street, Paddington. 

2. That the parking on the northern side of the above location revert to “2P, Residents Permit 
Parking, 8.00am-11.00pm, Pgtn 2”. 

 
 
Item No: Y2 Traffic Matters on Local Roads – Recommendation to C&E for 

Consideration 

Subject: New Beach Road, Darling Point – Alteration To Traffic Conditions 

Author: Daniel Pearse – Traffic Engineer 
File No: T327 
Reason for Report: Implementation of Darling Point Traffic Study Action Plan. 
 
NOTE: Ms Ibrahim from the Darling Point Society addressed the Committee in relation to this item 
 
Committee Vote: Unanimous Support 
 
Recommendation: 
 
A. That plan number 15010 – Sheet 1 to 4 contained as attached in Annexure 1 of this report be 

approved in principle. 
 
B. That no further action be taken to alter the roundabout at the New Beach Road /Yarranabbe 

Road intersection. 
 
C. That Sydney Buses be consulted in relation to swept paths, angle parking, bus zones and 

speed humps and the results of this consultation be brought back to a future Traffic 
Committee Meeting. 

 
D. That residents, property and business owners on New Beach Road and the Darling Point 

Society be consulted and invited to comment about the proposal and the results of this 
consultation be brought back to a future Traffic Committee Meeting. 
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Item No: Y3 Traffic Matters on Local Roads – Recommendation to C&E for 

Consideration 

Subject: Temporary Road Closure Of John Street, Between Dwyer Lane & 
Victoria Avenue, Woollahra – Local Christmas Party  

Author: Frank Rotta – Traffic Engineer  
File No: T256 
Reason for Report: Request from Mr Andrew Rowland on behalf of all residents in this section 

of John Street for a temporary road closure of John Street between Dwyer 
Lane and Victoria Avenue from 4.00pm to 8.00pm on Sunday 7 December, 
2008 for a neighbourhood Christmas Party. 

 
Committee Vote: Unanimous Support 
 
Recommendation: 
 
A. That approval be granted for the temporary road closure of John Street, Woollahra from 

Dwyer Lane to Victoria Avenue for a neighbourhood Christmas Party from 4.00pm-8.00pm 
on Sunday 7 December, 2008. 

 
B. That the above special event be categorised as a category 3 event. 
C. That the approval of the above event and the associated road closure be subject to the 

following conditions : 
 

i) The applicant must obtain approval for the event from Police by completing a 
“Notice of Intention to Hold a Public Assembly” form. 

 
ii) The applicant must submit a Traffic Management Plan prepared by an RTA 

accredited traffic consultant to Council for approval. Council will then provide this 
approval to the Event Organiser prior to the event. Council must then send this TMP 
to the RTA’s Sydney Transport Management Centre (TMC) for notification. 

 
iii) The applicant must inform all business proprietors, residents and other occupants in 

the vicinity of the proposed activities, at least fourteen (14) days before the event via 
a letterbox drop. 

 
iv) The applicant must supply and erect any barriers and traffic signs necessary for the 

road closure and remove them at the completion of the event. 
 
v) Council must be indemnified against all claims for damage or injury that may result 

from either the activities or from the occupation of part of the public way during the 
activities.  A copy of Public Liability Insurance Cover to the value of $10,000,000 
shall be provided to Council prior to the event and Council must be listed as in 
interested party on the insurance. 

 
vi) Council must be reimbursed for the cost of repair of any damage caused to Council 

property as a result of the activities. 
 
vii) The applicant must inform all Emergency Services of the proposed road closure (that 

is Fire Brigade, Ambulance and the RTA) and must maintain a four-metre 
emergency vehicle lane at all times, with all services (eg. fire hydrants) remaining 
free of any obstruction. 
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viii) Noise created by use of equipment or activity must be controlled as required by the 
“Protection Of The Environment Operations (Noise Control) Regulation 2000”. 

 
ix) The applicant must make arrangements to remove all waste from the site at the end 

of the event. 
 
 
Item No: Y4     Traffic Matters on Local Roads – Recommendation to C&E for 

consideration. 

Subject: No.68 Goodhope Street, Paddington – Works Zone 

Author: Frank Rotta – Traffic Engineer  
File No: 407.G Pt12 
Reason for Report: Request for a Works Zone 
 
Committee Vote: Unanimous Support 
 
Recommendation: 
 
A. That approval be granted for a Works Zone to be temporarily installed to service No.68 

Goodhope Street, Paddington. The proposed Works Zone is 7 metres long and is to be located 
on the western side of Goodhope Street, Paddington across the Goodhope Street driveway 
crossing servicing the site and is subject to the following conditions: 

 
i. Any directive provided by the NSW Police Department is to be complied with. 
 
ii. The Works Zone is to operate between the hours of 7.00am-4.00pm Mon-Fri and 

Saturdays from 7.00am-1.00pm for a period of 8 weeks from November, 2008.  
 
iii. Suitable traffic control measures are to be put in place to manage truck movements to 

and from the construction site, and if necessary to and from the adjacent street system, 
in accordance with the RTA’s Traffic Control at Works Sites manual. 

 
iv. Unrestricted parking is to be maintained outside of the Works Zone hours of operation. 
  
v. The applicant must ensure that the traffic lanes, footpaths and driveways, adjacent to 

the Works Zone, remain free of obstruction at all times during the construction. 
 
vi. The applicant must inform Council’s Traffic Engineer when the project is completed 

and the Works Zone can be removed. 
 
vii. This Works Zone is in an area zoned as Residential 2(a). The fee payable shall be in 

accordance with Council’s adopted fees and charges (parallel parking rate) applying to 
the period for which the approval is given, and must be paid prior to the Works Zone 
being installed.  Should the Works Zone be required for a shorter period, application 
may be made for a pro-rata refund. 

 
viii. Failure to comply with any of these conditions may result in the cancellation of the 

Works Zone at Council’s discretion. 
 
ix. Should the Works Zone be required for a period longer than the approved period, 

permission from the Director of Technical Services is required to extend the Works 
Zone. 
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x. Should the Works Zone be required for additional hours of operation on any particular 
day, any amendment will require the approval of the Woollahra Traffic Committee. 

 
B. That the applicant notifies all residents and businesses whose property frontage is within 50 

metres of the Works Zone. 
 
 
 
Item No: Y5 Traffic Matters on Local Roads – Recommendation to C&E for 

Consideration 

Subject: Paddington Pamp Projects  

Author: Frank Rotta – Traffic Engineer  
File No: 445.G 
Reason for Report: Proposed alteration of 3 Paddington PAMP Project Designs  
 
Committee Vote: Unanimous Support 
 
Recommendation: 
 
A. That the pedestrian crossings and associated kerb blisters and signposting at the following 

locations: 
 

i Queen Street just east of its intersection with Victoria Avenue. (Annexure 2) 
ii Queen Street just west of its intersection with Holdsworth Street. (Annexure 4) 
iii Glenmore Road/Campbell Avenue intersection. (Annexure 6) 

 

be approved for construction. 
 
 
8. Late Items 
 
1. Military Road, Watsons Bay – Illegal parking in bus turning circle 
2. “Lighthouse Bus Shelter” on eastern side of Old South Head Road, Watsons Bay – Sight 
Distance 
 
Letters received from Sydney Buses in relation to the above items after the meeting Agenda was 
finalised. Both matters will be reviewed and referred to an Extraordinary Traffic Committee 
Meeting in November, 2008. 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 11.15am. 
 
 
 
 
Warwick Hatton 
Chair 
 



Woollahra Municipal Council 
Community & Environment Committee    17 November 2008 
 

 

H:\Community & Environment Committee\AGENDAS\2008\nov17-08c&eage2.doc                                                                  Page 1 of 1 

 
Item No: D3 Delegated to Committee  

Subject: Woollahra Traffic Committee Extraordinary Meeting Minutes -  
7 November 2008 

Author: Warwick Hatton, Director – Technical Services 
File No: 595.G 2008 
Reason for Report: For the Committee to consider the recommendations of the Extraordinary 

Meeting of the Woollahra Local Traffic Committee. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
THAT the Recommendations Y1-5 and Y1-6 contained in the minutes of the Woollahra Traffic 
Committee, held by email and phone on Friday 7 November 2008 be adopted.  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
Warwick Hatton 
Director – Technical Services 
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Woollahra Local Traffic Committee 
Minutes 

 
An extraordinary meeting of the Woollahra Local Traffic Committee (Meeting No.10a/08) was held 
by email and phone on Friday 7 November, 2008. 
 
9. Attendances 
Committee Members: 
 
Present: Mr Warwick Hatton (Chairman) (Woollahra Municipal Council) 
 Mr Navin Prasad  (Roads and Traffic Authority) 
 Snr Const Janna Brisby  (Rose Bay Police - Traffic) 
   
   
 
10. Traffic Matters on Local Roads – Recommendation to C&E for Consideration 
 
Item No: Y1 Traffic Matters on Local Roads – Recommendation to C&E for 

Consideration 

SUBJECT: PARKING RESTRICTIONS CHANGES 

Author: Frank Rotta – Traffic Engineer 
File No: (Refer to Table 1) 
Reason for Report: Various parking restriction changes throughout the Woollahra Council area. 
 
Item Y1-5: Military Road, Watsons Bay – 24 Hour Clearway 
 
Committee Vote: Unanimous Support 
 
 
Recommendation: 
1. That “24 hour Clearway” restrictions be installed on the northern and eastern sides of Military 

Road, Watsons Bay from 3 metres west of the western edge of the driveway serving “The 
GAP Bluff Centre” in an easterly and southerly direction for 51 metres, to the end of the bus 
turnaround area. 

 
 
Item Y1-6: Old South Head Road, Watsons Bay – Extension of Bus Zone 
 
Committee Vote: Unanimous Support 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the Bus Zone on the eastern side of Old South Head Road, Watsons Bay in the vicinity 

of Village High Road be extended by 10.4 metres in a northerly direction. 
 
 
 
 
Warwick Hatton 
Chair 
 

H:\Community & Environment Committee\AGENDAS\2008\nov17-08c&eage2.doc                                                                  Page 1 of 1 



Woollahra Municipal Council 
Community & Environment Committee    17 November 2008 
 

 

H:\Community & Environment Committee\AGENDAS\2008\nov17-08c&eage2.doc                                                                  Page 1 of 1 

 

Item No: D4 Delegated to Committee  

Subject: Roads Act Application - 643 New South Head Rd, Rose Bay 

Author: Alan Opera – Manager Engineering Services 
File No: S138/07/21 
Reason for Report: To report on public response to a Section 138 Roads Act Application to 

xtend an existing indented parking bay.  e 
 

Recommendation: 
 
A. That the Section 138 Roads Act Application for the extension of the existing indented parking 

bay outside No. 643 New South Head Road by approximately 13 metres, as detailed in 
Annexure 1 of this report, be approved. 

 
 
Background: 
 
A Section 138 Roads Act Application has been received from N & J Stavrou Pty Ltd of 643 New 
South Head Road, Rose Bay, seeking to extend an existing indented parking bay on the southern 
side of New South Head Road across the frontage of No. 637 New South Head Road, a distance of 
approximately 13 metres (See Annexure 1). The applicant is the owner/operator of the ‘Jewels of 
the Bay’ Restaurant at 643 New South Head Road and wishes to extend the parking bay, at his cost, 
in order to increase public parking in this location. 
 
Council’s records show that this proposal has been floated in the past by the same applicant, 
initially in 1998 and subsequently twice since. On each occasions no objection was raised on traffic 
grounds but the applicant was referred to the Roads and Traffic Authority as New South Head Road 
is a State Road under the care and control of the RTA. Although the applicant has twice received in 
principle approval from the RTA for the proposal, the applicant did not pursue the proposal during 
the reconstruction of the Rose Bay Promenade in 2007/2008. 
 
This proposal has generated considerable public reaction in the past and therefore when the current 
S138 application was received it was decided to circulate the proposal to local residences, 
businesses, and owners.  
 
An assessment of these responses and of the technical issues involved in this proposal has now been 
completed and is the subject of this report. It should be noted that S138 applications are not 
normally reported to Council, however, there is considerable opposition expressed to the proposal 
by residents of an adjoining property of which Councillors need to be aware. 
 
Public Consultation: 
 
In 1998, and again in 2002, the applicant was advised by Council that the concurrence of the RTA 
as the responsible roads authority would be necessary. The applicant has with this current 
application submitted to Council two separate letters from the RTA dated 28 July, 1998, and 8 
March, 2006, raising no objection to the proposal subject to standard conditions. One of these 
conditions is that appropriate consultation with residents be carried out. The current RTA 
representative to the Traffic Committee has been contacted and has advised that the RTA’s position 
has not changed since 2006. 
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In July 2008 Council sent letters to properties in the street block from O’Sullivan Road to Balfour 
Road inviting comment on the current proposal.  Closing date for submissions was 11 August 2008.   
 
Council has received letters from the six residents, or on behalf of the residents, of 637 New South 
Head Road, the immediately adjoining property, and 1 petition which is stated to contain the 
signatures of “956 Rose Bay Owners and Residents” who oppose the proposal.  
 
On examination, this petition contains a total of 924 signatures of which 391 are in response to the 
current application. The remaining 533 signatures are attached to a previous petition against the 
former application in 2001. Of the 391 signatures on the current petition, 153 (39.1%) are from 
residents of Rose Bay, 275 (70.4%) are from residents of the Woollahra municipality, and 116 (i.e. 
29.6%)  are from non-residents of the municipality from as far afield as Willoughby, Hurstville, 
Katoomba, Jindabyne, Caulfield, Victoria, Bendigo, Victoria and Austin, Texas, USA. It should 
also be noted that the manager of the adjoining business premises at 641 New South Head Road has 
signed the petition. 
 
These submissions oppose the proposal predominantly on the grounds of loss of amenity, namely 
the loss of the four trees and grassed nature strip, and state that additional parking is not required in 
this location. 
 
Technical Advice: 
 
The RTA has no objection to the proposal on traffic or engineering grounds, subject to standard 
conditions relating to Construction and Traffic Management during construction.  
 
An assessment has been completed by the relevant Council departments as to the merits or 
otherwise of this proposal, as follows: 
 
• Council’s Traffic Engineer has found no grounds for refusal but has recommended that the 

two new parking spaces which are proposed should be introduced as unrestricted parking 
similar to other nearby parking (the existing parking in front of the shops is ½ Hr during 
business hours weekdays and Saturday mornings.. 

 
• Council’s Tree Officer has noted that the four trees are hedged Lilly Pilly, which appear to 

have been planted by a resident.  At this stage, the Officer states, they are small shrubs, they 
are not in character with other Hills Fig trees planted in New South Head Road, and their 
removal would lead to little loss of amenity. 

 
• Council’s Engineering Design Section has assessed the civil engineering aspects of the 

proposal (i.e. stormwater, road pavement, etc.) and no grounds have been found for refusal. 
 
• Council’s Heritage Officer has found that whilst the indented parking on the southern side of 

New South Head Road is not in itself heritage listed, the setting and relationship of these bays 
should be considered to be an ‘extension’ of the heritage listed seawall on the northern side of 
the street. The Heritage Officer states that: “The proposed modifications to extend the parking 
bay would result in an uncharacteristically larger parking bay than those surrounding the 
subject project area.” The Heritage Officer recommends against approval of the proposal. 

 
Appraisal: 
 
No engineering or traffic grounds exist for refusal of this application.  
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The proposal to introduce two new on-street parking spaces has merit, in terms of Council policy to 
support local business with appropriate facilities, and it is considered that provision of parking 
adjacent to this small group of shops would be benefit to the general public. On this basis, however, 
it is considered that time restricted parking would be more appropriate than unrestricted, to 
encourage turnover and prevent all day use.  
 
The heritage conservation assessment is questionable.  Existing indented parking bays on the 
southern side of New South Head Road vary in length between 8 and 18 metres, so they are not 
consistent; the subject parking bay is already 27 metres in length and therefore is already 
uncharacteristically larger than the other parking bays along the Rose Bay foreshore.  While the 
existing indented parking bays in New South Head Road are part of the character of the Rose Bay 
promenade, the extension of this one bay on the opposite side of a five lane road is considered to 
have little or no impact on the heritage values of the promenade. 
 
The adjoining residents of 637 New South Head Road are of the view that the extension of this 
parking bay will impact heavily on their amenity, and they have been able to attract considerable 
support from others, as demonstrated by 324 petitioners (including 153 Rose Bay residents) signing 
the current petition against the proposal.  
 
On balance it is considered that the application has merit and it is recommended that it be approved. 
Approval for works in a road under S138 of the Roads Act is normally dealt with under delegation. 
However, noting the extent of community opposition expressed the matter is referred to Council for 
determination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warwick Hatton 
Director Technical Services 

Alan Opera 
Manager Engineering Services 

 
 
Annexures: 
 
 1. Plan of proposed extension to indented parking bay. 
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Item No: D6 Delegated to Committee 

Subject: Library Quarterly Report  1 July 2008 to  30 September 2008 

Author: Vicki Munro, Manager, Library and Information Services 
File No: 48.G / 48.G (Strategic) 
Reason for Report: To review the operations of Woollahra Library and Information Service for 

the quarter, 1 July to 30 September 2008.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. That the report of the Library and Information Service for the quarter 1 July to 30 September 

2008 be received and noted. 
 
 
 
This report outlines the Library and Information Service’s activities and projects for the quarter July 
to September 2008, including detailed statistical analysis and the progress in implementing the 
Library Strategic Plan, “The Way Forward”.  
1.0 Library Usage  

To gain a better understanding of the Library usage, this report compares statistics from July to 
September 2008 with the same quarter for the previous year, July to September 2007.  See 
Annexure 1 for all statistical figures.  

Significant points to note include: 

1.1  Lending Services 

 
• There are positive results in the Library’s circulation, with an overall increase in 

circulation across all service points by 2%. This is an improvement on the results from the 
July to September 2007 quarter, where there was an overall decrease of 7% compared to 
the same period for 2006. 

 
• Double Bay’s total circulation figures are unchanged for the quarter. Paddington’s total 

circulation increased 8%, while Watsons Bay’s total circulation decreased by 6%.  Staff 
advised that the latter results could be either seasonal or due to the need for more new 
material and larger premises. 

 

All Library service points reported increases in circulation for their Audio Visual collections, with 
figures ranging from an 8% increase at Watsons Bay to a 40% increase at Paddington.   

The total circulation of the Periodical collection also increased by 16%, due to large increases at 
Paddington (11%) and Double Bay (22%).  The increase in Periodical circulation is pleasing and 
can be attributed to a review of collection, and a focus on holding a collection which meets 
members’ expectations and needs. 

 
• During the quarter, there was an average of 47.55 loans per hour with 71,851 visits to 

Double Bay and Paddington Libraries.  Watsons Bay Library does not have a people 
counter. 
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• As at 30 September 2007, there were 15,202 active members of the Library Service.   
Active membership is defined as borrowers who have used the service within a two 
year period.  This is a reduction in comparison to the previous year. 

   
New memberships increased by 12% across all service points for this quarter, with 
increases in all categories, except for new Junior memberships at Paddington branch. 

 
• As a percentage of active borrowers to population of 50,161 residents in the Woollahra 

LGA (2006 ABS census), the figure is 30.30%.  The general Library benchmark is for 
49% of borrowers to be active members.  As outlined in the Library Strategic Plan, the 
Library will be undertaking a targeted membership drive in 2009. 

 

• The Home Library Service provides material to 194 individual borrowers and 4 
institutions.  Six volunteers currently assist in the provision of this service.  Circulation 
within the Home Library Service has decreased 20% this quarter, largely due to 
problems with the implementation of a new bulk loan system.  These issues have been 
addressed and in anticipation of the outcomes of the Home Library review, it is 
expected that the service will increase. 

 

1.2 Reference and Information Services 

 
• The number of Reference enquiries received is similar to the same quarter last 

year, while Local History enquiries have decreased by 23%.  It is felt that the 
decrease could be due to increased use of online resources for genealogy, the 
reduction in property searches due to changes in the economy and increasing 
difficulties parking at the Centre.   

 
• There was a 67% increase in the number of electronic information searches 

conducted within the Library.  This can be attributed to improved staff knowledge 
and confidence with these resources.  However there was a reduction in the 
number of searches conducted remotely (at home).   

 
• As reported previously, the online databases will be reviewed in early 2009.  This 

review will include an analysis of usage/ community needs as well as promotional 
strategies and the use of targeted information literacy training for library members.  

 

1.3  Library programs 

 
• The children’s story time program has increased by 16% this quarter over the same 

quarter in 2007/08.  The majority of the increase has been at the Double Bay 
Friday playgroup session with a 36% increase, an 18% increase in toddler story 
time at Paddington and a 47% increase in attendance at the Holdsworth 
Community Centre Tuesday story time.  The increases can be attributed to Andrew 
Taylor’s story telling and musical skill which attracts an ongoing audience. 

 
• The Children’s story time review is nearing completion.  It will be implemented in 

February 2009.  The main changes will be the introduction of age categories and 
play time sessions at Double Bay and Paddington Libraries and the anticipation of 
a weekly story time session at Watsons Bay Library, once in its new location. 
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• The Children’s Library celebrated Children’s Book Week, across all service points, 
with the theme “Fuel your mind” from 18 August to 29 August, 2008.  The library 
hosted 38 school /pre school classes with an attendance of 822 children.  Special 
“Book Week” story-time sessions were held at all three Library service points with 
local author Vashti Farrer with a total of 164 children attending.   

 
• Of special note were the school holiday activities held in July 2008 in conjunction 

with a celebration of NAIDOC week.  Les Saxby, indigenous dancer and 
performer entertained 30 children at Double Bay.  Overall 117 children took part in 
the holiday activities. 

 
• The Library Service continued with its highly successful Writers and Readers 

Series hosting: 
 Susan Wyndham on her book “Life in his hands” on 17 July with 65 people 

in attendance.  
 Jacqueline Kent on her biography “An Exciting Heart” on 7 August with 70 

people in attendance. 
 
• Other key events held included: 

 The 15th annual Woollahra Youth Photographic Award was held on 3 
September with close to 100 people in attendance.  91 photographic entries 
and 18 short films were received for this competition. 

 The monthly Tea Topic series covering topics such as tea leaf reading, 
encouraging children’s love of reading and a session with John Konrads on 
success in sport, business and life. A total of 102 people attended these 
events. 

 
2.0  Library Strategic Plan – Progress update 
 
The Library Strategic Plan “The Way Forward” was adopted by Council on the 17 December 2007.  
Progress on the key strategies is as follows: 
 

• Library Restructure: 
 The Library introduced a new structure, effective 14 July 2008, to support the 

implementation of the Library Strategic Plan.  The restructure occurred after extensive 
consultation with all Library staff.  It was based on a philosophy of best utilising the 
skills of existing staff, no redundancies and creation of interesting and varied jobs. 

 
• Buildings: 
 Reports were presented to Corporate and Works Committee on 3 March 2008 and 2 

June 2008 in regard to the relocation of Watsons Bay Library from Dunbar House to 
the nearby Watsons Bay Tea Gardens.  It is intended that the Library be converted into 
a “Community Lounge room” with collections tailored to the needs of local residents 
with an emphasis on younger children and recreational material for older residents.  A 
development application for the relocation has been submitted and is currently being 
processed. 

 
 Planning for the renovation of the entrance, front desk area and audio visual area at 

Double Bay Central Library is underway.  Cecilia Kugler has been commissioned to 
develop a master plan for the renovations.  These renovations will include the 
introduction of self check in/out terminals for use by the public and a security system. 
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• Collection: 
 Letters have been sent to two library suppliers to commence the selection and 

processing of all new book material for the Libraries in December 2008.  This process 
will result in items being delivered quickly and ready for distribution to all Library 
service points.   

 
 
• Process improvements:  
 A review of the reservations process has commenced.  This review will be completed 

by December 2008. 
 
 Story time review has been completed and will be implemented in early 2009.  The 

review has involved a survey of current attendees, consultation with staff, and visits to 
best practice libraries.  A communication strategy is currently being developed to 
advise the community of the changes. 

 
 The role of the Woollahra Library Friends has been reviewed and the outcomes 

presented to its AGM held on 30 October 2008.  The review reaffirmed that objectives 
of the Friends, clarified categories of membership, set new fees for membership and 
events and transferred the secretarial duties from staff to the Executive. 

 
3.0  Community Information 
 
3.1  What’s On 
 

•  A new look ‘What’s On’ Calendar of Events was launched in August 2008 which has 
been well received by the community.  Much of the positive feedback was in regards to 
the improved layout which is easier to read and more attractive to readers. 

 
•  A survey was conducted on the new look via a feedback form which was distributed to 

320 subscribers in the September edition.  A high response rate of 24% was achieved 
for the survey, which is an excellent result. This can be largely attributed to the 
incentive of a free library pack being offered for completing the survey along with a 
reply paid envelope.  The library pack giveaway had the added benefit of driving 
‘What’s On’ readers back into the library. 

 
3.2  LINCS – Online Community Information Database 
 

•  Overall, total searches on LINCS fell by 8% for the quarter when compared with the 
same quarter last year. 

 
•  A slight increase of 8% was experienced in July, before falling by 37% in August and 

then increasing again in September by 53%. 
 
•  A review of the presentation, location and promotion of LINCS on the website will be 

reviewed in the coming months with the aim of improving prominence and increasing 
the number of searches conducted. 
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3.3  New Resident’s Kits 
 

• Prior to September 2008, new resident’s kits were only distributed on verbal request by 
new residents.  

 
• An online New Resident’s Kit request form was introduced in September 2008 and was 

placed as a related item on pages of the website identified as high traffic areas for new 
residents (i.e. rates, parking permits etc.).  This has resulted in 7 requests for the kits in 
September since the online request form went live. This is compared with 0 requests in 
the period July – August 2008. 

 
• A survey will be conducted on the new resident’s kits in coming months to identify areas 

of improvement and to ensure it is meeting the needs of new residents to the area. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The Woollahra Library and Information Service continues with its diverse range of programmes 
which have been well utilised by the Woollahra community.  The implementation of the Library 
Strategic plan is well underway with progress on many key strategies.   
 
Staff look forward to meeting the challenges outlined in the report and participating in moving the 
Library forward to become a more dynamic and essential community hub. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vicki Munro 
Manager – Library and Information Services 

Kylie Walshe 
Director Community Services 

 
 
Annexure 1 – Library Statistics for Quarter 1 July-September 2008  
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POLITICAL DONATIONS DECISION MAKING FLOWCHART 
FOR THE INFORMATION OF COUNCILLORS 

 

Matter before Committee or 
Council meeting

Did the applicant, owner (if not the applicant)  or 
someone close to the applicant make a donation in 

excess of $1,000 that directly benefited your election 
campaign?  (Code of Conduct Cl 7.23)

Action
Declare a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest, 
absent yourself from the meeting 

and take no further part in the 
debate or vote on the matter
(Code of Conduct Cl 7.17(b))

Did the applicant or someone close to the 
applicant make a donation less than $1,000 that 

directly benefited your election campaign?
(Code of Conduct Cl 7.23)

Do you believe the political 
contribution creates a significant non-
pecuniary conflict of interest for you?

(Code of Conduct Cl 7.24)

Action
Declare a significant non-

pecuniary conflict of interest, 
absent yourself from the meeting 

and take no further part in the 
debate or vote on the matter
(Code of Conduct Cl 7.17(b))

Action
Participate in debate and vote on 

the matter

Yes

No

YesYes

No

Is the matter before the 
meeting a Planning Matter?Yes

No

Staff to record  decision process 
(motions/amendments) and Division 

of votes for the determinative 
resolution or recommendation in the 

meeting minutes

Staff to record  decision process 
(motions/amendments) and 
determinative resolution or 

recommendation in the meeting 
minutes

Action
Consider appropriate action required.

This could include limiting involvement by:
1.  participating in discussion but not in decision 

making (vote),
2. participating in decision making (vote) but not in 

the discussion
3. not participating in the discussion or decision 

making (vote) 
4. removing the source of the conflict

No

or

 

H:\Community & Environment Committee\AGENDAS\2008\nov17-08c&eage2.doc                                                                  Page 1 of 1 


	Front Cover
	Outline of Meeting Protocol & Procedure:
	Notice of Meeting
	Additional Information Relating to Committee Matters
	Meeting Agenda
	D1 Confirmation of Minutes of Meeting held on 3 November 2008
	D2 Woollahra Traffic Committee Minutes 4 November 2008
	D3 Woollahra Traffic Committee Extraordinary Meeting Minutes – 7November 2008
	D4 Roads Act Application – 643 New South Head Road, Rose Bay
	D5 Encouraging Small Native Birds Back to Woollahra
	D6 Library Quarterly Report 1 July 2008 to 30 September 2008




